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President reftises to discuss new allegations of womanising 


I did nothing 
wrong, insists 
terse Clinton 


From Martin 

in wA^HfNrrnx * As media pressure mounts on the 

American President, the spotlight now 
PRESIDENT Clinton last tarns OH daims of financial 

“regularities in land deals 

claim they helped to organise —.. .. ... 


PRESIDENT Clinton 


0RD" 


and cover up numerous extra¬ 
marital rendezvous while he 
was governor of Arkansas, 

He also denied any impro¬ 
priety in his business dealings, 
promising to cooperate with 
federal investigators examin¬ 
ing a collapsed savings and 
F loan company and the suicide 
of a White House aide. 

Questioned by news agency 
journalists about claims that 
he misused public servants, 
the President insisted that he 
had done nothing wrong. But 
he conspicuously refused to 
address the allegations of 
womanising which have punc¬ 
tured the euphoria of soaring 
poD ratings. 

In his first, terse public 
response to the allegations 
that are captivating Ameri¬ 
cans, Mr Clinton denied using 
his Arkansas bodyguards to 
facilitate infidelities, and 
when asked if heoffered some 
of the troopers better jobs to 
secure their silence, he replied: 
Thai absolutely did not 
happen.” 

But when asked whether he 
had really indulged in the 
extraordinary sexual esca¬ 
pades described, he referred 
reporters back to an anodyne 
White House statement, de¬ 
daring: “I just have nothing to 
say about this." And chal¬ 
lenged directly on the charges 
of involvement with a number 
of women both before and 
after his election to the presi¬ 
dency, he replied: “1 think we 
have cleared ft up. I just think 
it is not appropriate in a 
situation like tins for me to do 
more than I am doing. I'm just 
going on. I’m going to do my 
best to do my job. I think thaTs 
what 1 should be doing." 

Mr Clinton was speaking 
during end-of-year interviews 
arranged before this apparent 
scandal erupied on Monday, 
and his evasiveness seemed 
certain to fuel not extinguish 
the story. The White House, 
which for the third day run¬ 
ning failed to hold its regular 
press briefing yesterday, is 
hoping the storm will pass 
over Christmas. In the mean¬ 
time. officials are launching a 
concerted effort to discredit 
Mr Clinton’s accusers as polit¬ 
ically motivated. 

While the security men’s 


charges have rekindled the 
controversy about Mr Clin¬ 
ton’s alleged womanising that 
dogged his campaign after the 
former cabaret ringer Gen- 
nifer Flowers claim e d to have 
had an adulterous affair with 
him, it is toe question of the 
Clintons' land dealings in 
Arkansas that could prove the 
more damaging politically. 

Mr Clinton and his wife. 
Hillary, are coming under 
increasing fire over their past 
association with James Mo 
Dougal 4h.'Arkansas ..busi¬ 
nessman who is toesubjectof 
a criminal investigation. 



6 Hillary 
apparently was 
aware of Bill’s 
hanky-panky, at 
least in general 
terms 9 
At home with the 
Clintons, page 12 


Mr McDougal. owner of the 
bankrupt Madison Guaranty 
savings and loan association, 
is suspected of improperly 
id verting funds from his fad¬ 
ing association to hape to pay 
off $50,000 in debts from Mr 
Clinton’s 1984 gubernatorial 
campaign- At the time. Mr 
McDougal needed favourable 
treatement from toe state to 
stay in business. He did stay 
in business, but Madison col¬ 
lapsed in 1989 at a cost to the 
taxpayer of $60 million. 

Mr McDougal and his wife 
were also joint pamers with 
toe Clintons in an Arkansas 


property venture called the 
Whitewater Development 
Corporation, for which federal 
investigators believe Mr 
McDougal may have organ¬ 
ised improper loans, although 
toe the Clintons insist they lost 
cm toe venture. 

On Monday, the White 
House admitted that officials 
removed a file on the Clintons’ 
business dealings with Mr 
McDougal from the office of 
their old friend and colleague 
Vincent Fbster within hours of 
his suicide last July. The 
Chiltons gave toe file to toeir 
persanal lawyer, but the Presi¬ 
dent said yesterday that he tod 
not know what it contained. 

Federal investigators be¬ 
lieve it may be relevant both to 
the circumstances of Mr Fos¬ 
ters suicide and to their 
enquiries into Mr McDougaL 
On Tuesday. Mrs CKnton said 
she saw no reason why she 
should release it, and toe 
White House insisted that the 
first Couple were "entitled to 
the same privileges as other 
dozens when it comes to then- 
personal records", but when 
asked yesterday if it would be 
surrendered. - Mr Clinton 
promised: "Well do toe best 
we can to co-operate." 

He added; “I have no reason 
to believe at this time that 
anyone thinks there is any¬ 
thing in there relevant to any 
ongoing federal matter, but if 
anyone things we have any 
relevant information, obvious¬ 
ly we intend to cooperate." 

Hie federal Investigation is an 
acute embarrassment for Mr 
Clinton at a time when his 
approval ratings had just be¬ 
gun to take off. and while toe 
political fallout is as yet un¬ 
clear. it could prove damag¬ 
ing. Robert Dole, toe Senate* 
Republican minority leader, 
yesterday joined the senior 
Republicans on the House and 
Senate banking committees in 
demanding a congressional 
inquiry into this whole issue. 
The American people deserve 
a thorough and independent 
review of the whole Madison 
Guaranty-Whi tewater affair." 

First lady* denial, page 8 
David Brodk. page 12 
William Rees-Mogg, page 14 
Peter Brookes, page 14 
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Travel agents start 
holiday sales war 

By Harvey Elliott, travel correspondent 

A PACKAGE holiday sales The cuts — which will cost 
war is under way after leading Lunn PWy alone around £7 
travel agents yesterday an- million in lost commission — 
pounced big cuts in prices should tempt hundreds of 
from Boxing Day. thousands of holiday-makers 

The four biggest travel and boost still further a re¬ 
agents — Lunn Ptiiy. Thomas markable rise in sales. Tham- 
Cook, AT Mays and Going as Cook claim a 130 per cent 
places (formerly Pickfords and increase in sales on last year 
Hogg Robinson) — had been and tour operators say that 
secretly preparing their post- two million summer holidays 
Christmas advertising assault have already been booked, 
but waiting for another group Sue Ockweli, of the Assoo- 

to make the first move. ation of Independent Tour 

Scottish-based AT Mays Operators, claimed that the 
fired the first shot by aimounc- big chains could not reduce 
ing a 10 per cent cut which was their prices without cutting 
immediately matched by service to a minimum and 
Thomas Cook. Within hours selling their own travel insur- 
both Going Places and Lunn anceata huge profit. 

Poly had gone one better by The best bargains are likely 
reducing prices across the to be fo und in resorts in the 
board by 11 per cent until Eastern Mediterranean and 
January 3. Florida, where there has been 

The agencies dominate Brit- a recent drop in popularity 
ton's retail holiday trade, and tour operators have al- 
which has led to criticism that ready paid for airline seals 
they are too powerful andthat and hotels, 
most are linked too closely to ~ ~ 

rour operators and airiiiies. Travel news, page 18 
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A downcast President Clinton meeting the press in the Oval Office yesterday 


Reveller 
slept off 
party on 
motorway 

Bv Richard Ford 

HOME CORRESPONDENT 

POLICE found a reveller 
sl eepin g off the excesses of 
his office party on toe M4 
after passing motorists re¬ 
ported seeing a body 
slumped in the nearside 
lane between Maidenhead 
and Slough in Berkshire. 

Steven Galley, 29. appar¬ 
ently believing he was on 
the hard shoulder, was snor¬ 
ing and unable to stand 
without help after being 
abandoned by a taxi driver 
who feared he was going to 
be sick in his cab. 

Mr Gailey, a computer 
consultant, bad consumed 
beer and schnapps at a night 
dub In Bracknell before 
hiring a cab to lake him 
home to his wife at 
Hdyport, near Maiden¬ 
head. Traffic managed to 
swerve and avoid him as be 
slept on Ae carriageway on 
Tuesday night alter foilin g 
to stagger home across 

fields. 

Last night Mr Gailey, 
who was cautioned, said: 
“The police were really won¬ 
derful in fact I owe my life 
to them. But if I ever find out 
who toe taxi drive was, he 
wiD definitely be receiving 
an unseasonal message." 

Bob Walker, a motorway 
patrol constable, said: “It is 
a miracle he wasn't nm over 
and JdDed. We kept him in 
overnight as a precaution. 
He a vny lucky to have 
survived — sleeping on the 
motorway is not to be 

recommended.". 

,__ _ 

- Drink-drive focus, page 6 I 


South African vote 
buries apartheid 

From Michael Hamlyn in Johannesburg 


APARTHEID formally ended 
last night after 45 years when 
i toe South African parliament 
voted itself out of existence. 

As the parliament voted 237 
to 45 to adopt an interim 
constitution leading to major¬ 
ity rule after the country's first 
all-race election next April. 
President F W de Klerk, archi¬ 
tect of toe reforms, said: “We 
have embarked on a new 
Great Trek. By accepting a 
new constitution, we took 
South Africa over toe thresh¬ 
old of history into a new era 
with all its dangers." 

He said South Africa's next 
parliament would “remove the 
albatross of injustice, exclu¬ 
sion and disaiminatiaa". As 
the separate devel op ment poli¬ 
cy disappears. South Africa 
embarks on a new era of 
multi-radaJ politics. 

Moments before the historic 
vote in Cape Town, Conserva¬ 
tive MPs and a group of 
supporters in the public gal¬ 
lery stood to attention and 
sang toe national anthem. Die 


Stem (The Call). Ferdi 
Hartzenberg, leader of the 
Conservatives and the most 
senior of the hardline white 
supremacists, grumbled that a 
monster was being created. “It 
is a transition to commu¬ 
nism," he said. 

The voice of a young white 
rang out “You are busy with 
treason." He was forcibly re¬ 
moved from toe gallery. MPs 
of the African National Con¬ 
gress and its alliance partners 
stood with clenched fists and 
cried: "Amandla awethuT 
r Power is ours! - ) 

Speaking at toe official clo¬ 
sure of the parliamentary 
session. Dr Hartzenberg said 
toe disappearance of the all- 
white House of Assembly 
meant a loss of freedom for 
Afrikaners. It was not the first 
time they had lost their free¬ 
dom and he promised: “There 
will again be a House of 
Assembly for our people." 

Wind of change; page 9 

Leading article, page 15 


Jackson blames media 


MICHAEL Jackson went on 
on television in America last 
night to deny allegations of 
abusing young boys. 

In a live transmission from 
his Neverland ranch in Cali¬ 
fornia, the singer said : “1 am 
totally innocent of any wrong¬ 
doing. I know these terrible 
allegations will all be proven 
false." 

In a four-minute statement, 
.during which he seemed at 
times dose to tears, he blamed 
the media for whipping up a 
campaign against him and 
said he had been subjected !0 a 
“horrifying and humiliating 


ordeal". He said he had been 
farced to undergo a detailed 
physical examination and inti¬ 
mate paris of his body were 
photographed to see whether 
he had skin discolourations 
described by Jordy Chandler. 
13. who has alleged the singer 
abused him. 

“It was a nightmare, a 
horrifying nightmare. But if it 
is what I have to endure to 
prove my complete innocence 
so be it. 

“Throughout my life I have 
always tried to help thousands 
of children to live happier 
lives." 


Major calls on 
Adams to pick 
up Ulster’s 
peace gauntlet 

By Nicholas Watt. Ireland correspondent 


JOHN Major travelled to the 
republican heartland of West 
Belfast yesterday to issue an 
unequivocal challenge to Ger¬ 
ry Adams to “pick up the 
gauntlet of peace". 

Standing within sight of the 
MiHiown Cemetery, where the 
IRA buries its “martyrs’*. Mr 
Major said the onus was now 
on the Sinn Fein President, 
and he rejected his demand for 
clarifications on the Downing 
Street declaration. The Prime 
Minister also reiterated his 
hardline message that there 
would be no place for Mr 
Adams in toe peace process 
until he renounced violence. 

Speaking exactly a week 
after the London agreement 
Mr Major said: “We set out in 
that joint declaration a path¬ 
way to peace. There is a 
gauntlet down on toe table 
that is marked peace, ir is for 
Sinn Fein to pick it up — the 
onus is on them." 

Mr Majors explicit mess¬ 
age to Sinn Fan came as 
Albert Reynolds, the Irish 
Prime Minister, delivered a 
similar message to the Senate 
in Dublin where he said toe 
declaration was a statement of 
principles and not a basis for 
negotiations. On Tuesday Mr 
Adams demanded uncondi¬ 
tional talks with both govern¬ 
ments on the future of 
Northern Ireland. Mr Major 
brushed tins aside yesterday 
when he said: “No further 
clarification is needed. We are 
not going to be drawn into 
negotiations. We don’t play 
Mr Adams’s game" 

Mr Major made his com¬ 
ments during what is believed 
to be toe first visit by a British 
Prime Minister to Catholic 
West Belfast where Mr Adams 
was MP between 1983 and 
1992- Mr Major, who was on 
his third visit to Ulster this 
year, later met toe leaders of 
tile main constitutional parties 
at Hillsborough Castle, and 
visited troops near toe border 


in Armagh. Ai Hillsborough 
last night the Prime Minister 
maintained the pressure on 
Mr Adams when he accused 
him of adopting delaying 
tactics. 

Asked whether clarification 
on various points in toe decla¬ 
ration might persuade Sinn 
Fan to go to the IRA Mr 
Major said: “That is the game 
of course that Sinn Fein may 
be playing. 'Let us toss out a 
new idea each day in order to 
buy a little time. Let us decide 
not to make up our minds on 
the basis of the joint declara¬ 
tion.’ 1 must be blunt, I am not 
playing that garae_”He added 
that although the delay was 

‘ + •*' r ’ ' * • • 
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Reynolds: warns Sinn 
Fein on principles 

frustrating he would not set a 
deadline for Sinn Ftein to 
accept 

But Mr Major issued a 
warning: "I don’t think one 
can be strung along forever." 

Mr Adams reacted to Mr 
Major’s comments by repeat¬ 
ing his accusation that the two 
governments were sending 
out contradictory messages. 
Speaking after a meeting in 
Dublin of the Sinn Fein coun¬ 
cil. Mr Adams said: “Sinn 
Fein believes that, if properly 
managed, a process to bring 
about a lasting peace is achiev¬ 
able. In this respect the 

Continued on page 2. col 8 
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2 HOME NEWS 


Universities told to 
cut costs by 10% 

Universities were told yesterday to cut their costs by more 
than 10 per cent over the next three years to meet the 
Government's new targets for higher education, which aim 
to see a reduction in the intake or new students. 

The Funding Council in a circular to vice-chancdiors, 
confirmed that institutions which had failed to put the brake 
on student numbers would bear the brunt of economies. 
Detailed allocations would be finalised next month, but 
universities and colleges would be expected to make 
efficiency gains of more than 4 per cent next year. 

□ More women than men are studying beyond the age of 16 
and many are outperforming males, the Education 

Department reported yesterday. 

Bomb scare payouts 

Commuters whose journeys were disrupted by the IRA 
bomb scares on Tuesday are to be offered compensation 
from British Rail’s Network Southcentral division. Al¬ 
though not obliged to pay compensation for delays caused 
by terrorism. BR will reward passengers for loyally in the 
face of adversity. The division's services, including those 
from Brighton. Eastbourne and other south coast towns, 
were among the worst hit A spokesman said: “We like to feel 
we have a good relationship with our customers and this is 
one way of showing our appreciation." 

Three die on M5 

Two men and a woman were killed yesterday when a lorry 
ploughed across a motorway central reservation and 
smashed into their two cars coming the other way near 
junction three on the M5 near Birmingham. Part of the 
wreckage burst into flames after the impact The victims are 
expected to be identified today. 

Blitz pair reunited 



A mother who was separated from her son for 50 years after 
he was told she died in the Blitz was reunited with him at 
Heathrow last night Joan Hillard-Reid, 76, shown above 
with Keith Potter. 51 of Cape Town, said: “It was wonderful 
to see him.” Mr Potter, who learnt that she was alive last 
year, has sold his story to a magazine and did not comment. 

By royal invitation... 

The Princess of Wales, who recently announced her with¬ 
drawal from public life because of media pressure, yester¬ 
day visited one of her favourite charities, with a crowd of 
photographers on the pavement. Selected journalists were 
invited to the reception in north London for Centrepoint, a 
charity for the homeless of which she is patron. 

General dies aged 100 

Britain's oldest general Sir Philip Christison, has died a 
month after his 100th birthday. He died peacefully at a 
nursing home in the Scottish Borders town of Melrose on 
Tuesday night He was honoured for bravery in both world 
wars. As Commander-in-Chief Allied Forces, South East 
Asia, he took the Japanese surrender at Singapore. 
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Mr Major being greeted by security forces at Gough barracks at Armagh yesterday. In Belfast Democratic Unionists shouted abuse at him 


Continued from page I 

position of the British Govern¬ 
ment. whether it is prepared to 
play a positive and proactive 
role, is essentiaL” 

The Prime Minister’s sur¬ 
prise visit to the province amid 
tight security was the first 
since he embarked on a frantic 
round of negotiations with Mr 
Reynolds winch culminated in 
last week's declaration. He 
was greeted warmly on the 
streets of Belfast, but leaders 
of Ian Paisley’s Democratic 
Unionists shouted abuse at 
Mr Major in Belfast City Hall 
and hurled bits of paper at 
him. Cedric Wilson, a former 
DUP mayor of Castlereagh. in 
east Belfast, shouted out- “You 
have betrayed the people of 
Northern Ireland.” 

Mr Reynolds’s speech was 
clearly aimed at patching up 
differences between the two 
governments, on issues such 
as a possible amnesty for 
paramilitary prisoners. He 
said that Unionists had noth¬ 
ing to fear from articles 2 ami 
3 of the Irish constitution 
which lay claim to the territory 
of Northern Ireland. 


Softened rules on 
child support fail 
to placate critics 


By Edward Gorman 

CHANGES in the way the 
Child Support Agency works 
were announced by the Gov¬ 
ernment yesterday but were 
immediately attacked as 
inadequate. 

The measures announced 
by Alistair Burk foe junior 
Social Security Minister, after 
months of criticism are de¬ 
signed to reduce the impact of 
sudden increases in duW 
maintenance payments, 
which have caused difficulties 
for many second families. 
They are also meant to ensure 
that absent parents-facedwith - 
higher maintenance hills do 
not lose the incentive to contin¬ 
ue working. 

Mr Burt said the modifica¬ 
tions strode the right balance 
between the rights of absent 
parents and their children and 
had met many of the points 
raised by the recent Commons 
select committee report 

From February, new main¬ 
tenance payments will be 
phased in over 18 months. 
Three changes to the formula 
by which the payments are 
calculated will increase the 
minimum income retained by 
absent parents, helping them 
to remain in work. 

The amount absent parents 
pay for the care of their 
children will be reduced by a 
quarter when they reach the 
age of 1! and by a further 
quarter at 14. In many cases 
tiie E34-a-year collection fee 
charged by the CSA will be 
waived, unless the agency is 


■ Increases in child maintenance are to be 
brought in gradually and absent parents 
given the incentive to keep off the dole 


collecting maintenance pay- He said he believed the modi- 
ments itself. fications incorporated most of 

Donald Dewar, the shadow the "main proposals of the 
social security secretary, said select committee and he hoped 
the Government had failed to the CSA would be able to get 
address the principal areas of ’ on with hs job with the mil 
discontent. “The changes an- support of Tariiament and the 


nounced today by the Govern¬ 
ment do not amount to the 
fundamental review that is 
required. If ministers think 


public. . 

The thanges received a cau¬ 
tious welcome from . Frank 
Field, chairman of the select 


•that this package wifi -allow• comntittefc-who has-received 
them to close the Book on'the 'thousands -of letters from par- 
child Support Agency -prob- exits who -say they cannot 
lem, they are wrong,” he said, afford payments under the 
David Holder, organiser of new system. -He said the 
the National Campaign for Government had made the 
Ffeir Maintenance, one of the right first step but he would 
pressure groups set up to expect ministers to respond to 
protest against the new re further recommendations for 
gime, called the measures a change in the future, 
derisory attempt to placate Mr Field, the Labour MP 
public opinion. for Birkenhead, said he was 

He said the' campaign for encouraged that the question 
further revision of how the of ensuring parents did not go 
agency operated would con tin- on the dole when faced with 
ue. These changes are only higher maintenance bills had 
cosmetic. The campaign will been addressed. “That's what 
continue to pressurise for a the changes are essentially 
radical overhaul of the system, about We were concerned to 
with many test cases to go see whether people at the 
before the European Court of bottom have adequate incen- 
Human Rights, where we are live to continue working." 
confident of outright victory.” He added that it remained 
Mr Burt defended the oper- to be seen how many families 
ations of the CSA but added: would be affected by the 

“We recognise that many gen- changes and what impact they 
uine concerns have been ex- would make on the projected 
pressed about the way the new E530 million the CSA is set to 
system is working in detail.” save in its first year. 


Housing market looking up 


LOW prices and interest rates 
should help to strengthen the 
housing market next year, 
according to a survey conduct¬ 
ed by the Royal Institution of 
Chartered Surveyors. 

Peter Miller, an RICS resi¬ 
dential property spokesman, 
said conditions were expected 
to improve next year after the 
recent period of stable house 
prices. 

“The past year has been a 
period of consolidation. This is 
set to continue in 1994. We 
shall see steady but undramat¬ 
ic improvement." he said. 

The RICS spoke to 127 estate 
agents around the country 
earlier this month in order to 


By a Staff Reporter 

compile the survey. It found 
that there had been nervous¬ 
ness among buyers in the run¬ 
up to the November Budget 
and most were still expecting 
the Christmas period to be 
quieL 

Nevertheless. 89 per cent of 
those estate agents who re¬ 
sponded to the survey report¬ 
ed that house prices were 
steady or rising, compared 
with December last year when 
75 per cent of those agents 
questioned said prices were 
falling. 

Mr Miller said buyers 

would remain highly selective 
and sensitive lo price with the 
result that unrealistically 


priced homes would remain 
unsold in 1994. 

The survey found there was 
a shortage of affordable prop¬ 
erty and a two-tier market was 
starting to develop. Low inter¬ 
est rates have given buyers 
strong bargaining power but 
vendors with negative equity 
have been unwilling or unable 
to sell at the prices offered by 
bargain-hunting buyers. 

The report concludes: This 
stand-off between buyers and 
sellers has resulted in a huge 
number of overpriced ami 
unsold houses while the small¬ 
er number of more realistical¬ 
ly priced homes have sold 
quickly." 


Labour’s 

former 

scapegoat 

praised 

By Arthur Leathley 

POLITICAL CORRESPONDENT 

ACCOLADES from unlike¬ 
ly sources have greeted Neil 
Kinnock’s donation to chari¬ 
ty this week of the £7,000 he 
received in severance pay on 
leaving his post as Leader of 
the Opposition. 

Labour politicians, once 
out of office, are traditional¬ 
ly rehabilitated by an Estab¬ 
lishment that no longer feels 
threatened. 

But few can have received 
such an uncharacteristically 
glowing tribute as that 
which greeted Mr Kinnock 
in The San yesterday. “De¬ 
cent honourable and gener¬ 
ous," was die judgment 
Could this be the same 
newspaper that last year 
warned Britain to turn out 
the lights if Mr Kinnock 
won the general ejection? 

Now enjoying wide¬ 
spread praise as shrewd 
observer of domestic poli¬ 
tics, international orator 
and chat-show host Mr 
Kinnock looks fitter and 
more relaxed. 

After Labour’s fourth con¬ 
secutive general election de¬ 
feat. those who wanted a 
scapegoat blamed the Lab¬ 
our leader's unstatesman- 
tike image. 

Twenty months later, he is 
depicted as Labour's voice of 
experience, invited to make 
speeches across the world 
and to business leadens. 

Formerly goaded as a 
lightweight in foreign poli¬ 
cy, Mr Kinnock has taken a 
particular interest in inter¬ 
national affairs. 

"He is now seen abroad as 
someone who has deep poli¬ 
tical insight Thai view is 
slowly emerging at home 
and politics will be better 
served when it is folly real¬ 
ised.” one Labour MP said. 


Killer joyrider’s 

penalty ‘derisory 


By Dominic Kennedy 


A JUDGE yesterday admitted 
passing a derisory sentence on 
a schoolboy joyrider who 
killed a child aged four. He 
said that the law did not allow 
for a harsher penalty. 

Andrew Ellis, 15. knocked 
down and killed Kevin 
Downes in August Kevin was 
walking near his Liverpool 
home with his brother and two 
other children when Ellis re¬ 
versed round a comer and into 
the group. 

Eight hours later a change 
in the law increased the maxi¬ 
mum penalty in such a case to 
10 years. The Children and 
Young Persons’ Act was 
amended to allow longer sen¬ 
tences for under-I8s. 

At Liverpool Crown Court, 
Judge Wickham sentenced El¬ 
lis to a year in youth custody 
and told him: “You escaped a 
longer sentence, which you 
deserve, by only a few hours. 
A sentence of 12 months is 
derisory." 

Members of Kevin's family 
were in the public gallery. 
There were cries of “It should 
be a life for a life" and “IFs a 
life sentence for his mother". 

Ellis and two friends had 
bump-started the car, which 
had run out of petrol and been 
abandoned. He had no idea 
how to drive and had to be 
shown by his accomplices. 
After the accident he ran off, 
the court was told. He admit¬ 


ted driving without a lioeace 
or insurance and failing to 
stop, but denied failing to 
report the accident 

In another case yesterday, a 
motorist was sentenced to ISO 
hours' community service and 
banned for two years aitenjft 
admitting that he killed a 12- ' 
year-old cyclist by dangerous 
driving. The judge said that on 
a scale of seriousness the case, 
was at the lower.end. 

Craig Willis, 26, was travel- ■ 
ling at 72mph on a GOrnpft 
road when he saw Robot 
Rustrn pull out of a junction in v 
Clevedon. Avon. He braked 
but hit the boy at 40mph. 
Robert, who had been cycling 
with friends near his home, 
was taken to hospital but was 
found to be dead on arrival. 

Judge Hagen said: “What¬ 
ever sentence I impose on yw 
will not have the same effect as 
the fact that you mil have to 
live to the end of your days 
with the knowledge that you 
caused the death of a 12-year- • 
old boy. However, it seems to 
me this case is at the lower end 
of the scale of seriousness. - f 

Marion Page of the pressure 
group Keep Death Off the 
Roads said: “The sentence is a 
joke, really. What good is it 
going to do the family? 

The public need to be 
protected from reckless driv¬ 
ers — these judges don’t seem 
to realise that” 


TUC drops role as 
workers’ Whitehall 

By Philip Bassett, industrial editor 



Kinnock;. tributes 

to political insight 


LEADERS of the Trades 
Union Congress yesterday 
approved the most radical 
reshaping in its 125-year hist¬ 
ory, abandoning its role as an 
alternative Civil Service. 

They adopted a plan by 
John Monks. General Secre¬ 
tary since September, which 
reflects the decline in trade 
unions' political power and 
membership and attempts to 
shift the TUC towards being a 
more tightly focused cam¬ 
paigning organisation. The 
General Council agreed to 
scrap a range of committees, 
leaving only a new executive 
committee to meet monthly, 
and to reduce its own meet¬ 
ings from twelve to five a year. 

Originally the TUC was 
constructed as an alternative 
to the Government's Civil 
Service, with committees cov¬ 
ering the economy and em- 


London hit-spotter wins Times rock collection 



By Roeun Young 

THE TIMES collection of the 
100 best rode albums of all 
time has been won by 
D. French, of Muswell Hill, 
north London. He was 
among 2.000 entrants who 
tried to predict the top ten 
albums chosen by The Times 
panel of experts. 

Three runners-up. Les Sin¬ 
clair. of Shetland. Bill Coles, 
of northwest London, and 
Clive Z let man. of northwest 
London, will receive ibdr 
choice of 50 from the top 100. 

The top ten, in order of the 
judges' preference, and with 
their comments, were: 

1: The Beach Boys* Pet 
Sounds (1966. EMI) - “the 


first rock album which could 
never be reproduced live". 

i The Beatles* Sergeant 
Pepper's Lonely Hearts Club 
Band (1967. EMI) - “the first 
album without track spacing, 
the first with a 'gatefold* 
sleeve, the first with a free 
insert, the first with a concep¬ 
tual opening and closing ... 
tin's ground-breaking record 
was pipped to the number 
one spot by just one vote". 

3: Van Morrison's Astral 
Weeks 0968. Polydoij - “the 
combination of Morrison's 
soulful voice and the cham¬ 
ber-rock backing makes this 
unique”. 

4: Lou Reed's Transformer 
(1973. RCA) — "an entertain¬ 
ing as well os influential 


album containing some of his 
best known songs". 

5: Bob Dylan's Highway 61 
Revisited (1965. Sony) — “this 
is Dylan's finest album and it 
contains in Like a Rolling 
Stone a serious candidate for 
best song ever written". 

& The Jimi Hendrix 
Exerimer's A nr You Experi¬ 
enced? (1967, Polydor) — 
"spectacular debut album ... 
the sheer noise generated 
was startling and awesome". 

7: The Beatles' Revolver 
(1966, EMI)—“There’s a long 
history of groups moving 
from the weird lo the conven¬ 
tional in search of tame. Here 
the Beatles were hurtling in 
the opposite direction". 

& Neil Young's After the 


Gold rush (1970, WEA) — 
"Neil Young perfected a solo 
style that has won him a cult 
following among at least 
three generations." 

9: Bob Mariey and The 
Wailers’ Catch a Fire (1973. 
Island/EMI) — “makes our 
top 100 over the more pol¬ 
ished Bumin\ for its histori¬ 
cal significance". 

10: Otis Redding's Otis 
Bfoe(1965. Atlantic) —“Unar- 
guably the greatest soul 
album". 

Readers were not required 
to replicate the order in 
which the judges placed the 
top tea The rest of The 
Times’s top 100 have been 
hstedover the past month in 
* fte Times Magazine. 


ptoymenc, and others shadow¬ 
ing government departments 
such as the Treasury and 
Employment to put forward 
policies on behalf of organised 
labour. 

Mr Monks said: “It’S-a 
recognition that times have 
changed. We are not any sort, 
of Civil Service in waiting. We 
are a body that needs to fight 
for our place in the swirl trf 
ideas and public debate. 
Working people of Britain 
need an organisation that 
campaigns on their behalf." 

The move reflects falling 
union membership, down 
from more than 13 million at 
its peak in 1979 to 75 million 
now, and a loss of influence in 
Whitehall and elsewhere. 

Some union leaders, led by 
Bill Morris of the TGWU 
transport union, argued in the 
General Council that Mr 
Monks' plan was insufficient* 
ly radical. But lay leftwingers 
were suspicious, seeing in the 
move a diminution of the 
influence of key union activists 
and the creation of an elite of 
union leaders in the new 
executive. 

Some of the TUC's 200 staff 
fear job losses but the leaders 
said yesterday that it was not a 
staff or jolKutting exercise, 
borne £300.000 would be 
spent on retraining and com¬ 
puter technology. The TUC 
will be Formally relaunched on 
March I. 


CORRECTION 

Mr Richard Dawson asks US 
to make it dear that he does 
not “work for a Biro of 
solicitors" (report. Doctor de- 
wands better dealfor hospital 
victims, December 20). He- 
owns the firm. 
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‘Good Samaritan 5 
killed in vicious 

random stabbing 


HOME NEWS 3 


ALAM BLAffl/lMAOES 


^.^5 TlR 5 D n ursc was 
slabbed to death in a vicious 
and apparently random attack 
after opening her front door to 
a woman who asked lo use the 
telephone. 

Patricia Morgan. 75. a wid¬ 
ow from Bridgend. Mid Gla¬ 
morgan. was known to 
neighbours as a Good Samari¬ 
tan who was loved by children 
and who took in and looked 
after stray animals, a police 
sporran said she was 
slabbed several times with 
extreme violence- on Tues¬ 
day afternoon. 

Det Supt John Williams, 
teadmg die enquiry, said: 
“This was a violent attack on 
an elderly woman living alone 
and it has shocked everyone." 

A knife was found ar Mrs 
Morgan's home on the 


By Emma Wilkins 

Wildmill housing estate in 
Brigend. which is within walk¬ 
ing distance of three psychiat¬ 
ric hospitals. 

Mrs Morgan had lived on 
the estate for 30 years. It is 
understood she may have met 
a woman in the street shortly 
before answering her front 
door. 

A woman, said to be in a 
distressed state, was srg* ask¬ 
ing for the address of her 
infant son who was being 
fostered by a local family. 

Ethel Law. 64. who lives 
near. by. said Mrs Morgan 
had helped to direct the 
woman to the rdevanr ad¬ 
dress. “It was so typical of Pin 
to take the girt to her baby," 
Mrs Law said. 

“She was a lovely lady. She 
had a heart of gold and would 


Woman ‘may be 
hiding killer’ 

Stewart Tendler, crime correspondent 




A WOMAN could be risking 
her life by hiding the escaped 
killer Tony Piiditch, police 
believe. Piiditch, who mur¬ 
dered a woman in 1978, fled 
while on a shopping trip from 
Broadmoor hospital last week. 
He suffers from paranoia and 
was being treated with drugs. 

Police say that without the 
drugs he will become a danger 
to anyone in his company. 
They think that he might be 
, staying with a prostitute or 
someone he knew before he 
was jailed. 

Chief Inspector Charles 
Nelson, the Thames Valley 
officer leading the search, said 
yesterday. "1 don’t warn to 
paint a picture of Tbny 
Piiditch walking around like a 
coiled spring waiting to attack 
someone. But he has been an 
two drugs — one anti-depres¬ 
sant and one anti-psychotic— 
to cure his paranoia and give 
him feelings of well-being. 
These drugs wfli now have 
worn off and dial makes him a 
risk to the public. 

Tn certain rircumstances. 
where be has something to 

Pizza firms 
vow to keep 
delivery 
deadlines 

By Dominic Kennedy 

PIZZA makers in Britain who 
guarantee speedy home deliv¬ 
eries have vowed to continue 
with the promise despite calls 
from safety organisations to 
follow the US. where the 
practice has been scrapped 
following a series of road 
deaths. 

Domino’s Pizza UK will 
continue its 30-minute delrv- 
eiy guarantee, whfle Perfect 
Pizza and Pizza Hut will also 
cany on giving customers £1 
off pizzas delivered late. 

James Tye, director general 
of the British Safety Council, 
said be had been contacted by 
15 pizza deliverers in the past 
two years, complaining they 
had been injured on their way 
to addresses. 

“A lot of these kids are 
riding without licences and 
without insurance. If 1 wasn’t 
good on the brakes 1 would 
have knocked one or two over 
myself. Part of the condition of 
the job is that they have to gel 
the pizza there in a very short 
period of time, it’s really a 
hoard. It’s an invitation to 

speed.” 

Thomas Mo n ag h a n , the 
president of Domino's Pbza in 
America, announced on Tues¬ 
day that he was scrapping the 
30-minute offer after losing a 
mulnmiljion-dollar law suit. 

A St Louis woman who was 
hit by a delivery driver who 
jumped a red Light was award¬ 
ed $750,000 actual damages 
and punitive damages of $78 
million. 

Domino’s Pizza launched 
the policy in 1984 and began 
receiving law suits within two 
years. By 1988. one American 
was killed by a pizza delivery 
driver for every 11-5 million 
pizzas arid. 

In Britain, however, com¬ 
panies claim that delivery 
drivers are more typically 
preyed upon by robbers, who 
order food from bogus ad¬ 
dresses then assault the deliv¬ 
erers. than they are involved 
in road accidents. _ 

Tony Sheriff, managing di¬ 
rector of Perfect Pizza, said the 
American jury decision was 
“incredible" and would be 
studying it before announcing 
any change of policy. 


drink and is alone with a 
woman, and there is a particu¬ 
lar course of behaviour, he 
could be highly dangerous." 

POditcb admitted murder 
after being convicted in June 
1985 of grievous bodily harm, 
false imprisonment and carry¬ 
ing an offensive weapon. He 
was sent Parkhurst prison but 
moved to Broadmoor when 
his health deteriorated. 

Mr Nelson said Pflditch was 
resourceful and intelligent 
and had been a productive 
patient ar Broadmoor. But he 
added: "If his medication has 
worn off then his paranoia 
will have increased.’’ 

Police say there is no link 
between Piiditch and the mur¬ 
der of Kona Jvison, a prosti¬ 
tute killed in Doncaster four 
days after his escape. 

The two Broadmoor staff 
who were with him when he 
escaped in Reading have been 
suspended and an internal 
enquiry is being carried out 
Police are to discuss the hospi¬ 
tal's security arrangements 
with the management on Jan¬ 
uary 19. 


i do anyone a good turn but 

■ look where it got her. Her only 

■ extra gavance . was a monthly 
trip to the charity shop where 
she loved to rummage around 
for a bargain.” 

Mrs Morgan’s husband. 
York, died ten years ago and 
the couple had no children but 
she received a pre-Christmas 
visit from her nephew and 
neice just before she died. 
They telephoned the house to 
say they tad returned safety to 
their homes in London and 
Brighton and were told of 
their aunt's death by police. 

Mrs Morgan, who was 
planning to spend Christinas 
alone, suffered from arthritis. 
She worked as a nurse in a 
local hospital until her 
retirement. 

Peter Foley, a local council¬ 
lor. said she was held in high 
regard by everyone who knew 
hex. “She was a gentle, caring 
lady who devoted her life to 
relieving other people’s suffer¬ 
ing." he said. 

But Mr Foley also expressed 
concern that scene patients 
from the local psychiatric hos¬ 
pitals bad been released into 
the community without ade¬ 
quate foLkw-up car e. 

“I have raised cases in the 
past where ex-psychiatric pa¬ 
tients have been dumped in 
tiie estate with inadequate 
supervision from the com¬ 
munity psychiatric nurses." he 
said- 

Jenny Willoughby, director 
of mental health services for 
Bridgend and District NHS 
Trust said patients sometimes 
wandered from the hospital 
grounds but added that she 
> had not received any com- 
i plaints. None of the 300 pa¬ 
tients are locked in. 

Mrs WUtoughby said: “The 
only complaints I have had 
are from patients themselves 
who fed they are blamed for 
anything that happens in the 
community. 

"We do not release patients 
unless they have a place to 
stay, either with relatives or at 
a housing association." 

□ Denise Antoinette 
Tomabell, 23, was charged 
last night with the murder of 
Mrs Morgan. Ms Tomabell, 
of Sam, Mid Glamorgan, is 
due to appear before magis¬ 
trates at Bridgend today. _ 



Castle Combe, Wiltshire, where Scarlett O'Hara and Rhett Butler will be reunited in the £20 million mini-series Gone With the Wind II 

Frankly, Castle Combe does give a damn 



By Andrew Pierce 


Vivien Leigh and Clark Gable in the original cinema roles created in 1939 


AN ENGUSH village has 
been chosen for the long- 
awaited reunion of Scarlett 
O’Hara and Rbett Buffer. 
Castie Combe. Wiltshire, will 
be taken over by a Holly¬ 
wood company for a sequel 
to the film based on Marga¬ 
ret Mitchell's classic novel 
Gone with the Wind. 

In contrast to Butler's in¬ 
difference fFrankly. my 
dear. I don't give a damn’), 
the village is delighted to 
have been chosen for Miss 
O’Hara's return from foe 
United States in pursuit of an 
inheritance. The Htyfafon 
was made toy executives of 
CBS. which is producing the 
£20 million, eight-hour tele¬ 
vision mini-series Gone with 
the Wind n. 

Castie Combe (population 
347). which last year won a 
best-kept village co mp etition, 
is no stranger to film crews. 
In the 1960s the 15th-century 
braidings were foe backdrop 
for the musical Dr Doolittle 


and tiiis week Noel Edmonds 
filmed a Christmas Day spe¬ 
cial on the banks of the river 
By Brook. 

filming is expected to 
begin in March on foe sequel 
written by Alexandra RrpJey, 
from Charleston, who spe¬ 
cialises in Deep South his¬ 
torical novels. It will be 
shown in 40 countries, with 
Timothy Dalton and Joanne 
Whalfey-Kilmer in tbe roles 
immortalised fay Vivien 
Leigh and Clark Gable. Sir 
John Gielgud will also 
appear. 

Hugh Barnes, the village 
sub-postmaster, said: "It is 
exciting. I have been hoe 
nine years and never known 
anything like this. Marpr 
people remember Dr Doolit¬ 
tle with great affection." 

Martin Chubbe is equally 
pleased. The 500-year-old, 36- 
bedroom Manor House Ho¬ 
tel of which he is manager, 
will be one of the prime 
locations. 


Letterbomb Tartan terrorist 
sent to prison for 12 years 


Raised in the Highlands. 


By Gillian Boworrce 

SCOTLAND CORRESPONDENT 

AN EXTREME Scottish na¬ 
tionalist paramilitary group 
has vowed to step up its 
terrorist campaign after (me of 
its number was jailed for 12 
years yesterday. 

Andrew ‘Tbsh’* McIntosh. 
38. was convicted of running a 
letterbomb campaign in an 
attempt to further the cause of 
the Scottish National libera¬ 
tion Army (SNLA). 

McIntosh, a small, balding, 
stooped figure, was found 
guilty of conspiring to force 
the British Government into 
setting up a separate govern¬ 
ment north of the border. 

Sentencing Mdntosh. of 
Aberdeen. Lord M orison said: 
“These activities have caused 


serious disruption in Scotland 
and very serious alarm, and 
the crimes which you have 
committed are extremely 
grave ones." 

The court was told that 
McIntosh obtained firearms, 
ammunition, explosive sub¬ 
stances and detonators with 
the intention of endangering 
life, damaging property and 
causing explosions. 

He was found guilty on 11 
charges. McIntosh sent de¬ 
vices to Dounreay Nudear 
Plant in Caithness, the Scot¬ 
tish Office in Edinburgh and 
the headquarters of Anglian 
Water in Huntingdon. Cam¬ 
bridgeshire. The device sent to 
Anglian Water exploded, in¬ 
juring a woman employee. 

Explosives experts told the 
court that the devices were so 


detailed they thought they 
were real. One described them 
as the best hoax bombs seed 
on foe UK mainland. 

McIntosh, described in 
court by one of his friends as 
“quiet as a mouse” had a 
passion for guns. He joined 
the SNP before moving to the 
more radical Seed of the Gael 
organisation. Finally he set 
himself up as a ceD command¬ 
er with the SNLA, colloquially 
known as the Tartan Army. 

Even before the jury had 
retired, the SNLA issued a 
communique through its 
“commander-in-exile’‘ threat¬ 
ening to slaughter the "ene¬ 
mies’' of foe country. The 
tetter, sent from the Dublin 
home of Adam Busby, said: 
“We have killed before and we 
will do so again." 




Dinosaur eggs tell their story 




By Nigel Hawkes 

SCIENCE EDITOR 


THE fossilised eggs of 
dinosaurs are giving up 
their secrets more than 65 
million years after they woe 
laid, thanks to the work of 
Scottish scientists. 

Two eggs at the Hun¬ 
terian Museum in Glasgow 
are the latest to be exam¬ 
ined. If they do contain 
embryos, it will be the first 
time they have been found 
m the eggs of saurppod 


dinosaurs, a class in which 
the Diplodocus and Bra- 
dtiosaurus belong. 

The Glasgow eggs, like 
many others that have circu¬ 
lated on the international 
market in the past year, 
came from a huge find in 
China. The museum bought 
rix in July for £15.000but the 
discovery foal two may con¬ 
tain embryos greatly in¬ 
creases their value. 

Dr Nefl Clark, curator of 
palaeontology, says the 
eggs wiH be examined by 



Terry Manning goes to work on an egg 


Terry Manning, a techni¬ 
cian with a Leicester firm 
that buys and seOs fossfls. 

Mr Manning believes he 
can tell winch eggs contain 
embryos by looking at them 
through a microscope. If the 
dinosaur foetus was well 
developed before it died, the 
process of decay inside tbe 
egg affects the appearance 
of the shell even when 
fossilised. Using X-rays to 
examine foe eggs is useless, 
be says, because everything 
inside is fossilised and there 
is insufficient contrast to 
detect any bones. 

Mr Maiming has exam¬ 
ined about 40 eggs and 
believes 10 per cent contain 
embryos. In the others, foe 
eggs died before any skele¬ 
ton had developed so there 
is nothing worthwhile in¬ 
side them. 

He has fitrarted a skele¬ 
ton from one egg and has 
almost finished preparing a 
second. 

When an embryo is identi¬ 
fied, a plaster cast is taken of 
the egg so that there is a 
record of it before U is 
dnsefled open to tease out 
foe fossil bones from foe 
rock matrix. Dr Dark says 
this wifl tell palaeontologists 
a great deal about the fife 
and reproduction of 
dinosaurs. 
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“We won’t accept 
the partition of 
Bosnia” (Douglas 
Hurd, statement in 
Sarajevo, 17 July 
1992) . 


The international 
community will not accept 
the acquisition of territory by 
force. Nor will it accept the 
partition of Bosnia- 
Herzegovina” (John Major, 
official statement of the EC 
Presidency, Edinburgh, 12 
December 1992) 







“We have to convince 
the Muslims that they 
are not going to be 
the victims of 
Realpolitik" (Lord 
Owen, interview, 27 
September 1992) 


Good Will Toward 




C R 0 A T 


THE STATE OF 
BOSNIAHERZE- 
GOVINA AS 
RECOGNISED 
BY THE UNITED 
NATIONS, 
APRIL, 1992 


The Republic of 
Bosnia and Herzegovina 
was accepted in 
the United Nations 
At[May 21 st , 1992) 



MCO.TDVE&F.O 


THE PARTITION 
OF THE STATE 
OF BOSNIA BY 
THE 

STOLTENBERG 
OWEN PLAN, 
DECEMBER 
1993 


More than 200,000 people have been killed in Bosnia since April 1992. At least 300,000 have been wounded. More than 2 million people 
have been driven from their homes. An EC report estimates that 20,000 women have been raped. Towns and villages have been devasted. In 
cities such as Foca, Bijeljina and Banja Luka, mosques which have stood for centuries have been systematically dynamited and bull-dozed. In 
all more than 1000 cbltural monuments have been destroyed. A war is being fought against Bosnia’s present, its future and even its past. 


On 8 April and 13 September 1993, the International Court of 
Justice in the Hague granted Bosnia-Heregovina interim measures 
of protection against ‘Yugoslavia’ (Serbia and Montenegro). The 
Court held that there was a prima facie case of genocide being 
committed by Serbia against the people of Bosnia-Herzegovina. 
Article i of the Genocide Convention of 1948 states that “the con¬ 
tracting parties confirm that genocide, whether committed in time 
of peace or time of war, is a crime under international law which 
they undertake to prevent and punish.” 

As a signatory to the Convention, Britain is therefore bound by law 
both to prevent and to punish genocide. Instead, as the principal 
supporter of the arms embargo, it has acted to deprive the 
Government of Bosnia of means to defend its population, while 
compelling its President to sit down with well-armed war criminals 
whose genocidal aggression has continued unchecked. 


The Stoltenberg-Owen plan now does precisely what Hurd, Owen 
and Major promised not to do. Instead of punishing genocide, it 
rewards it. Instead of defending the democratic rights of Bosnians, 
it ignores them. Instead of providing for the two million refugees to 
return home, it ensures that this will never happen. Instead of 
insisting upon an undivided Bosnia, it allows international borders 
to be changed by force. 

The Bosnian Government, legitimately elected by the majority of its 
citizens, has stood throughout this war for democracy, pluralism 
and the rejection of violence. “Are you in favour of a sovereign and 
independent Bosnia-Herzegovina, a state of equal citizens and 
nations of Muslims, Serbs, Croats and others, who live in \t? n That 
was the question asked in the Bosnian referendum of 1 March 
1992. An absolute majority of Bosnians answered ‘yes’. Their demo¬ 
cratic will has been consistently betrayed by the EC, the UN and the 
International Mediators. 


If you are prepared to accept genocide, the redrawing of borders by military force, and the ‘ideal’ of the ethnically pure state please do 
nothing. If not, then write at once to protest against legitimising the greatest crime to be committed on European soils since 1945 wT t° 
10 Downing Street, to your local MP, to the press. Please send a copy to: n e o 


The Alliance to Defend Bosnia-Herzegovina, 40/41 Conduit Street, London W1R 9FB. 

(The Alliance is a cross-party, interdenominational association of UK citizens committed to justice for the people of Bosnia, which needs all possible support) 
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Sexual pervert who 
killed 12-year-old 
girl jailed for life 


By Richard Out 

A SEXUAL pervert who mur¬ 
dered a 12-year-old girl as she 
walked home from school was 
jailed for life at the Old Bailey 
yesterday. 

A jury refused to believe that 
Keith CoUard, a loner dis- 
?wned by his family, had not- 
intended to kill Katrina Monk 
a j* er he dragged her from an 
alleyway at gunpoint and into 
his garden shed. 

Valerie Gaughan. Katrina’s 
mother. hugged the prosecu¬ 
tion barrister after the jury 
returned a murder verdict 
against Collard, 24. after two 
hours of deliberation. CoUard. 
unemployed, of Enfield, north 
London, had admitted man¬ 
slaughter but denied murder¬ 
ing Katrina last May. 

He shook visibly and almost 
fell backwards in the dock as 
the jury announced its verdict. 
Judge Denison said: “There is 
only one sentence the law 
allows me to pass and that is 
one of life imprisonment." 

Katrina was ambushed by 
Collard. who had armed him- 


■ A 24-year-old loner who collected 
pornography and stole women’s underwear 
ambushed schoolgirl in alleyway 


self with an imitation Brown¬ 
ing pistol, as she took a short¬ 
cut home down an alleyway 
alongside the bade garden of 
his parent's home. 

The following day her body 
was found in nettles near by 
with a plastic bag taped over 
her head. Collard had suffo¬ 
cated her after subjecting her 
to a sexual assault 

Collard was obsessed with 
sexual fantasies and had a 
collection of pornographic 
magazines and women’s un¬ 
derwear stolen from neigh¬ 
bours’ washing tines. 

When not playing computer 
games in his bedroom or 
reading his magazines, he 
spied through binoculars at 
schoolgirls taking the short¬ 
cut down the alley. 

Outside the court Mrs 
Gaughan, 37, said: “I am just 
glad he has got what he 


Famous hospital 
to remain on site 

By Jeremy Laurance, health services correspondent 


GREAT Ormond Street hospi¬ 
tal will remain on its present 
site, a junior health minister 
said yesterday, just 24 hours 
after North East Thames Re¬ 
gional Health Authority an¬ 
nounced that it hoped to 
merge the world-famous chil¬ 
dren’s institution with nearby 
University College Hospital in 
central London. 

Tom Sackvfile was attempt¬ 
ing to allay fears for the future 
of Great Ormond Street in 
response to die authority’s 
assertion that single speciality 
hospitals do not offer the best 
conditions for patient care, 
research and teaching. 

Mr Sackviile- said: “What¬ 
ever decisions may be taken 
about its future management 
arrangements. Great Ormond 



Sackviile: seeking to 
allay future concerns 


Street is and will remain one 
of the greatest children's hos¬ 
pitals in the world. Its fpture is 
not in doubt" 

His comments nevertheless 
left open the possibility that 
Great Ormond Street could be 
run as a joint NHS trust with 
University College London 
hospitals, itself a merger of 
University College and Mid¬ 
dlesex hospitals. 

Under the plan put forward 
by North East Thames, the 
National Hospital for Neurol¬ 
ogy and Neurosurgery would 
vacate its she next to Great 
Ormond Street and merge 
with the Royal Free hospital in 
Hampstead University Coll¬ 
ege London hospitals could 
then move onto the. vacant 
land and merge with Great 
Ormond Street 

Managers at the children’s 
hospital have said they would 
fight the plans, claiming that 
its continued independence 
was vital to the future health 
care of young people. 

North East Thames has 
asked Virginia Bottomley. the 
Health Secretary, to defer 
applications from both hospi¬ 
tals for trust status and ask 
them instead to work together 
on a joint application, “build¬ 
ing an tiie strength of the two 
institutions and working to¬ 
wards both being on a single 
site providing a range of local 
and specialist services”. 
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Keene on chess 

- ^ - 


By Raymond Keene 

CHESS CORRESPONDENT 

PCA Qualifier 

fN the third round of the PCA 
World Championship Qualifi¬ 
er in Groningen Ukrainian 
Grandmaster Alexander 
Beliavsky seized the lead by 
defeating the young Russian 
star Vladimir Kramnik- The 
British representatives also 
distinguished themselves by 
winning brilliant games and 
moving up the field. Michael 
Adams defeated the Bulgarian 
Kiril Georgiev while Julian 
Hodgson overwhelmed die 
Estonian Grandmaster 
Lembit OIL 

Leading scores are 
Beliavsky 3 points with Mich¬ 
ael Adams. Evgeny Bareev 
(Russia). Joel Benjamin (USA) 
and Alexei Shirov (Latvia) all 
25. Former British champion 
Julian Hodgson as well as pre¬ 
tournament favourite Vishy 
Anand (India) both have 2 
points. 

The top seven finishers from 
Groningen will go on to join 
Nigel Short in quarter-final 
matches to be held in 1994 to 
determine the next champion¬ 
ship challenger to Garry 

Kasparov in 1995. 

Here is Michael Adams 
brilliant sacrificial win. t A 
cascade of sacrifices starting 
with 23 ... Naxc3 leads to a 
forced checkmate. 

While: Kiril Georgiev 
Black: Michael Adams 

Groningen 

Caro-Kann Defence 


10 

dxc5 

Bxc5 

11 

Bd2 

0-0 

12 

0-0-0 

Na4 

13 

Bb5 

Bd7 

14 

BwJ7 

QxcJ7 

15 

Nh3 

Rac8 

16 

Kbl 

Qc6 

17 

Bel 

Nd5 

18 

Qc4 

RfdB 

19 

Kat 

b5 

20 

Qe4 

Be? 

21 

c3 

Qa6 

22 

Ne5 

Bte 

23 

NQ4 

NaxcS 

24 

bxc3 

B*C3+ 

25 

Bb2 

Rc4 

26 

Qt3 

Brf>2+ 

27 

Kxb? 

Rc2+ 


Diagram for position after 
Black’s 27th move 



94 

d4 

NdS 

Nxe4 

Bc4 

Nq5 

Qe2 

Bd3 

N5)3 


c6 

05 

*94 

Nd7 

Ngffi 

B6 

Nb6 

h6 

C5 


28 KxcS 

29 Kd3 
White jesigns 

The justification is 30 Kd2 NM+ 31 
Kei (or 31 Ke3 Nc2 mate) 31... Nc2 
mate. 

Top Pairings for 

Round Foot 

These are Beliavsky - Shirov. 
Adams - Bareev, Benjamin - 
Gulko and Anand - Serper. 
Julian Hodgson faces the Rus¬ 
sian Grandmaster Oleg 
Roman ishin. 

Chess Quiz 

There are 50 book prizes on 
Offer in the chess quiz in 
tomorrow’s Weekend section 
of Th e Times. _ 

Winning Move, page 40 


deserves. He does not deserve 
to be in our thoughts after 
what he has done. I don’t want 
him. to go to sleep tonight 
believing we are thinking of 
him." 

During the four-day trial, 
CoUard said he had wanted to 
satisfy his sexual urges by 
touching a woman's body. He 
bad pounced on the girt, who 
looked older than her age. 
held a replica gun to her head 
and dragged her into the 
garden sned. She was scream¬ 
ing and when she tried to 
escape after the assault he had 
put his arm around her neck 
to stop her. 

Durin^ 

judge told the jury: “You "may 
think tiie saddest aspect of this 
tragic case is that Katrina met 

her death because she was. by 
chance, in the wrong place at 
the wrong time" 

Collard kept Katrina's body 
hidden in his shed but when 
police investigating her disap¬ 
pearance began house-to- 
house enquiries he moved her 
into the patch of nettles. 

When first questioned, Col¬ 
lard said he had been working 
on his computer at tiie time of 
the murder but on June 5 he 
went to a police station to 
claim he had seen a girl mat¬ 
ching Katrina’s description 
while repairing a lode cm the 
garden gale: He then broke 
down and admitted the killing 
before taking police to waste¬ 
land where he had dumped 
Katrina's blazer and bag. 

CoUard. who had never 
been in trouble with die police 
before, admitted after his 
arrest he had a fetish for 
taking women’s underwear 
from washing lines near his 
home. Police found nearly 40 
pairs in his bedroom at the 
house he shared with his 
mother, a solicitor’s secretary, 
and his stepfather, a van- 
driver. 

Mrs Gaughan said she 
hoped to work with the coun¬ 
selling organisation Victim 
Support "I want to help the 
victim support group. I want 
to help other families in our 
position." 



The writer Jeffrey Bernard, photographed 
recently at his legendary haunt the Coach 
and Horses in Soho. Bernard helped to 
make that comer of London raffish with 
his tastes for tall vodkas and fast women 
but now he complains that Soho "is in its 
hideous death throes", that it has become 
"as boring as Lanzarote, as squalid as 
Times Square, as pom-ridden as Amster¬ 
dam ", Joe Joseph writes. "Newcomers 
wishing to become what is laughably 
known as ’Soho characters’ have missed 
the boat by.30 years." Bernard writes in 


The Oldie magazine. He even bites the 
hand that fills his vodka tumbler, declar¬ 
ing that Norman Baton, landlord of the 
Coach and Horses, has "all but emptied" 
tiie pub with his “egomania and what 
passes for his wit”. Mr Baton dismisses 
Bernard’s barb: "Maybe he’s got too old 
for Soho. My pub’s fulL" Albert Freder¬ 
icks. of the Soho Society, thinks Bernard’s 
gloomy depiction is "a toad of cobblers". 
He says: "Soho is booming. It’s no more 
sleazy than usual 1 was bom in Soho in 
I92S and it was sleazy then." 


Bosnian 

children 

recovering 

By Katcalderson 

THREE of the wounded Bos¬ 
nian evacuees who arrived in 
Britain on Monday in Opera¬ 
tion Angel underwear surgery 
yesterday and are recovering. 

Famk Catisbusic, 7, had a 
two-hour operation at the 
Midlands Ctentre for Neuro¬ 
surgery in- Smethwick to 
remove shrapnel from his 
brain. 

Damir Karic is stable after 
an operation for water on the 
brain at Walsgrave Hospital 
Coventry, yesterday morning. 
The one-year-old. accompa¬ 
nied by his mother, is expect¬ 
ed to make a speedy recovery. 

Aten Handaric. a one-year- 
old with a congenital heart 
complaint, did not need open- 
heart surgery at Groby Road 
Heart Hospital Leicester In¬ 
stead a blockage in one of his 
bean's main valves was re¬ 
moved in an uncomplicated 
operation, to the relief of his 
mother and five-yearold 
sister. 

Suad Zukic, 25, who accom¬ 
panied his injured brother. 
Senad. 9. to Heartlands Hos¬ 
pital Birmingham, said yes¬ 
terday that Senad had 
narrowly escaped having his 
leg amputated in Bosnia. It is 
not yet dear what surgery the 
boy will have to undergo. 

Emir Nefic’s mother. 
Hasna. was delighted when 
doctors told her that her son. 
aged three, did not have 
leukaemia as previously 
thought Further tests will be 
carried out at Birmingham 
Children’s Hospital where 
his condition is stable. 


Coroner 
attacks 
care policy 

By A Staff Reporter 

COMMUNITY care was criti¬ 
cised by a coroner yesterday 
after he recorded a verdict of 
death through lack of rare on 
a homeless woman. The for¬ 
mer hospital scientist died 
from hypothermia among de¬ 
bris in a London basement. 

Monica Gibson, 49, retired 
as chief scientific officer of Si 
Bartholomews Hospital Lon¬ 
don. on medical grounds eight 
years ago and had been un¬ 
dergoing psychiatric treat¬ 
ment .She was evicted from 
her home in Paddington in 
1991 for not paying rent 
Dr Paul Knapmanu die coro¬ 
ner for Westminster, said the 
death of Miss Gibson was not 
at all a happy story, with 
Christmas coming and with 
all the disadvantaged people 
on the streets of London. "This 
case demonstrates the short¬ 
comings of so-called commun¬ 
ity care. Some years ago this 
woman would have been safe 
and warm and cared for in an 
institution." 

Raymond Tiney. the coro¬ 
ner's officer, said that after her 
eviction Miss Gibson been 
found wandering on the 
streets and was taken to St 
Mary’s Hospital. Paddington, 
but absconded. He agreed 
with Dr Knapman that it 
appeared that no government 
or charily organisation had 
made any arrangements for 
Miss Gibson after her 
retirement 

Her body was found among 
refuse and dustbins in the 
basement of flats in Upper 
Berkeley Sheet in Novonber. 


!3 


Petrol prices favour 
Scots by 27p a gallon 

By Kevin Eason, motoring correspondent 


MOTORISTS in southern 
England are paying up to 27p 
a gallon more for petrol than 
drivers in Scotland 

A check by PHH Vehicle 
Management Services. Brit¬ 
ain^ biggest fuel credit card 
group, discovered that filling 
up with super unleaded petrol 
in Southampton costs 2514p a 
gallon or 55.6p a litre. 

In Glasgow, an average 
gallon of super unleaded costs 
225ip (49.67p) while the nat¬ 
ional average is 243.4p 
(53.61p). 9p a gallon cheaper 
than the Southampton price. 

PHH discovered that holi¬ 


daymakers leaving from Do¬ 
ver should fill up before they 
hit the South Coast Ah petrol 
prices were the highest in Brit¬ 
ain’s busiest ferry port. 

The November Budget, 
which put up prices by 3p a 
litre on average, has already 
added £5,000 to the annual 
fuel bill of a company with the 
average fleet of 100 cars. 

However, there is much 
worse to come. PHH estimates 
the cost of a gallon of petrol 
will pass the £3 a gallon (66p a 
litre) mark by 1996 and then 
go on to £4 (88p a litre) by the 
end of the century at the latest. 


Vicar quits after 
lover has baby 

By Ruth Gledhill. religion correspondent 


A VICAR has resigned after 
an affair with a married 
parishioner that led to the 
birth of a baby boy. 

The Rev Gareth Miller, of 
All Saints. Leamington. War¬ 
wickshire. was disciplined by 
the Right Rev Simon Baning- 
ton-Ward. Bishop of Coventry, 
after news of the birth in 
September reached diocesan 
officials. The vicar’s affair 
with Evelyn Morris began 
when she worked as a parish 
secretary at AH Saints in the 
town centre. Their baby has 
taken his father's name. 

When Mr Miller an¬ 
nounced last month that he 
was. leaving All Saints, his 
wife Christine said her hus¬ 
band did not want to com¬ 
ment At the time the Rev 
Lawrence Mortimer, diocesan 
communications officer, said 
the vicar was going through a 
“crisis of faith brought on by 
mental exhaustion". He said 
the vicar had admitted to 
personal problems. 

Mr Miller has since spent 
some time at a local diocesan 
retreat The whereabouts of 
Mrs MQIer and her four 
children are unknown. Mrs 
Morris's husband is under¬ 


stood to be in Wales. Yester¬ 
day Mr Mortimer said he was 
not surprised that “circum¬ 
stances" surrounding Mr 
Miller's departure had been 
made public and added that a 
"more responsible ministry* 
would now take charge of AD 
Saints. 

He said: "The congregation 
has been let down, as has the 
bishop, who took the neces¬ 
sary disciplinary action. It has 
been a bad and sad experience 
for all concerned and caused a 
lot of pain. 

•The bishop gave Mr Miller 
time to consider his future and 
relieved him of his duties 
immediately, expecting his 
resignation, and got it 

"Our task is to ensure that 
people who were let down and 
who were hurt are being well 
cared for and that the church 
can move forward to a future 
where the ministry is a good 
deal more responsible and 
where the needs of the congre¬ 
gation are properly met" 

Retired clergy are to take 
over the running of services 
until a new vicar is appointed. 
Over Christmas the Rt Rev 
Clive HandfordL Bishop of 
Warwick, will lead services. 


Well get you 

of that 



Fat called BAT keeps 
the waistline in trim 

By Nigel Hawkes, science editor 


PAT is a genetic issue; US 
scientists have discovered. 

Those lucky enough to pro¬ 
duce large amounts of a fat 
called brown adipose tissue 
(BAH can tuck into the Christ¬ 
mas fore with complete confi¬ 
dence that it will not settle 
around their waists. More 
BAT. less Sat. is foe succinct 
version of the research report¬ 
ed in today’s issue of Nature. 

Proving the role of BAT in 
obesity has not been easy. 
Brown adipose tissue con¬ 
tains more of the cells’energy- 
producing devices, the mito¬ 
chondria, than does ordinary 
foL Those mitochondria have 
tong been suspected of bunt¬ 
ing up dietary calories before 
they can find their way to the 
hips or the waistline. Now the 


has been put on a 
sounder footing by research 
at Beth Israel Hospital and 
Harvard Medical School in 
Boston, Massachusetts. 
Through experiments on 
mice, a team led by Dr 
Bradford Lowell provided 
good evidence that brown 
adipose tissue is tiie key 
difference between the lean 
and the plump and “a 
valuable new model that may 
aid studies of human obesity 
and msufoi resistance". 

There seems no easy way in 
which the necessary genetic 
changes could be made in 
human beings, so the future 
for those deficient in BAT is a 
choice between a generous 
physique and an endless 
round of diets and exercise. 



.. .with an extra 10% off 

Hang up your oven gloves this Boxing Day and visit the Magnet Half Price Sale! Now you can have 
the kitchen you really want at a price you never thought possible. And, for the first few days of the 
Sale, we’ll give you an extra 10% off your entire order. The Magnet Half Price Sale. It’s a knockout! 


SHOWROOMS 

NATIONWIDE 

For details of your 
nearest showroom 
Freephone 

0800 555825 

and quote T1A52 


vtnen you RW L 84 S at more. 


CHRISTMAS 
OPENING TIMES 

ALL SHOWROOMS 
ARE OPEN FROM 

BOXING DAY SUNDAY 
26th DECEMBER 
ONWARDS 1 Dam-5 pm 
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6 HOME NEWS 

Lawyers seek 
compensation 
for bungling 
county courts 

By Frances Gibb, legal correspondent 


the TIMES THURSDAY DECEMBER 231993 


MlCHAaPOWEU- 


HUNDREDS of complaints 
over inefficiency and adminis¬ 
trative bungling at London 
county courts have been 
lodged with the Lord Chancel¬ 
lor’s Department in the past 
six months, prompting com¬ 
pensation payouts Mailing 
about €40,000. 

In four London courts alone 
there have been nearly 500 
complaints over six months 
and the compensation paid 
out totalled more than 
£25.000. 

The state of the county 
courts service, which handles 
civil claims involving up to 
£50,000, is disclosed in a 
report by a joint committee of 
barristers and solicitors. The 
report has found high levels of 
dissatisfaction among solici¬ 
tors who use the courts daily. 

In some courts, solicitors 
and their clients endure long 
waits for appointments, poor 
handling of case files and 
frequent loss of files. Most 
courts suffer from insufficient 
and inadequately trained staff 
and “woefully inadequate or 
non-existent” facilities. 

Timothy Stow QC, chair¬ 
man of the committee of 
lawyers that produced the 
report, said: “Solicitors do not 
usually complain; they are 
more inclined to shrug and get 
on with the next case. So if 
there is this level of complaint 
they must be feeling quite 
aggrieved.” 

He said the result was that 
litigation would be more ex¬ 
pensive for the client “If 
solicitors have to spend their 
time chasing up court officials 
over appointments or files or 
have to take cases out of the 


list then it is going to lead to 
delays, frustration, extra ex¬ 
pense and disappointment" 
TIk compensation relates to 
complaints at four courts that 
they investigated: Central 
London, which was formed 
last year from Bloomsbury 
and Marylebone. and West¬ 
minster (348 complaints); 
Lambeth (17); Mayors and 
City (13) and Wfflesden (11$. 
The level throughout all 
London will be higher. 

County courts are strug¬ 
gling with a huge rise in 
workload since the Courts and 
Legal Services Act 1990 came 
into force, devolving many of 
the bigger cases formerly dealt 
with by the High Court The 
report expresses "real doubts 
as to whether the system can 
cope adequately with this ex¬ 
tra workload” which it says 
has not been matched by an 
equivalent rise in judge- 
power. 

The report warns the Lord 
Chancellor against imple¬ 
menting plans to widen the 
scope of the small-claims court 
until it is dear the judges can 
cope. It finds the main prob- I 
Jems are inadequte staff train¬ 
ing, insuffident technology 
and unsophisticated filing sys¬ 
tems. “The organisation of the 
average London county court 
has been described by one 
circuit judge, rightly in our 
view, as a cottage industry.” 

The committee, members of 
the London Common Law & 
Commercial Bar Association 
and London Solid tors' Litiga¬ 
tion Association, calls for a 
radical review of the county 
courts system by management 
consultants. I 



Shoulder-high jollity at die Tom Smith factory, Norwich. “Jokes must not be topical." the managin g director said. “We are already making crackers for Christinas 1994." 

Wit from the inside of a cracker? You must be joking 


By Alan Hamilton 

PAPER hats may split at dinner 
tables on Christmas Day but it is 
unlikely that sides will However 
much you spend on crackers, you 
cannot find a decent joke. 

Bottom of the range this year is a 
£2.99 box of 12 from Sainsbmy. each 
containing a paper bat, plastic 
necklace or keyring and a dreadful 
joke. Sample: “What is an octopus? 
An eight-sided caL" The same 
store’s super de luxe range comes in 
at £14.95, containing papa- hat. 


gold-plated key-ring or lace hand¬ 
kerchief — and a dreadful joke. 
Sample: “Why did Sir Lancelot have 
500 pairs of spectacles? Because the 
(k)night has a thousand eyes.” 

An estimated 130 million crackers 
are sold in Britain every year, 
without a single shaft of wit among 
them. “How do burglars gel in? 
Intruder windows." Oh dear. “Why 
did file gangster cut off the legs of 
his bed? Because he wanted to lay 
low for a while.” Help. “Doctor, 
doctor. I think I’m turning into a 
snooker balL Well, youll have to get 


to the end of the cue." Oh mother, 
pass the hanky. 

Cracker manufacturers have 
rules about jokes. Rodney Timson, 
managing director of the Norwich- 
based Tom Smith Crackers, said: 
“Jokes must sot be racist or sexist 
and above all they must not be 
topical: we are already making 
crackers for Christmas 1994." Peter 
Cole, bead of South Green, a Welsh 
cracker maker, has banned jokes 
about the royal family or divorce 
this year because his crackers 
occasionally find their way on to the 


Christmas dinner table at Sandring¬ 
ham. “All our jokes are of the 
schoolboy variety; the cornier the 
better. We have a Stock of 2,000." 
Jokes had to be simple because 
people were in no state to work outa 
clever punchline after a heavy meaL 
The only way to avoid the pain of 
mind-numbing humour is to pay a 
great deal of money; very expensive 
crackers contain no jokes. Asprey. 
tiie Bond Street jewellers, offers a 
range at £500 a dozen, containing 
silver keyrings or ostrich-skin pill¬ 
boxes. One cracker in each box 


contains a £100 gift voucher for the 
store but mercifully there is not a 
joke in sight 

Harrods' top line, containing 
silva cufflinks or silver collar 
strengthened in a leather case, or a 
miniature carriage clock, bad sold 
out at £195 for six. “I think they 
contained a motto." a spokesman 
said Of course; Harrods would 
purvey nothing so vulgar as a joke. 

Not even a good one. 

Leading article and 
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Greenwich reinstates 
childminder with golly 


By Andrew Pierce 


A CHILDMINDER who was 
suspended because she had a 
golly in ha toy cupboard has 
been reinstated by Green¬ 
wich Council in southeast 
London. 

Deena Newton. 50, was 
authorised yesterday to carry 
on ha work after being 
suspended for six weeks — 
and the antique golly can stay. 
She can also cany on reading 
Noddy stories to ha charges. 

Mrs Newton, of Thames- 
mead, southeast London, had 
her licence withdrawn after a 
council inspector objected to 
the presence of the toy and 


Noddy books. The matter 
was resolved after Mrs New¬ 
ton held a meeting with an 
assistant director of social 
services. The Labour-con¬ 
trolled coundk which backed 
down yesterday after ques¬ 
tions were raised in the House 
of Commons, insisted it had 
all been a misunders tanding . 

Mis Newton was not 
convinced. “If it had not been 
for the publicity I don’t think 
this matter would have been 
resolved. I received my new 
certificate through the post 
with a compliments slip but 
no apology " 


Christmas breathalyser figures show little change 

Police want campaign to 
focus on older drivers 

By Richard Ford, home correspondent 


. THE^^TIMES 
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vision 
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RICHARD MORRISON 
on a Boxing Day Porgy and Bess 


CAMPAIGNS against drink¬ 
driving should be focused on 
middle-aged and elderly mo¬ 
torists, police said yesterday. 

Anti-drink-drive campaign¬ 
ers also want a review of the 
Christmas effort after initial 
figures published yesterday 
showed little change on the 
position a year ago. 

Senior police believe that 
targeting certain age groups 
could help to cut drink-driving 
further. Officers say that while 
many young people have 
largely accepted the “don’t 
drink and drive" message, 
campaigns should focus cm 
older people who might not 
have dime so. 

Figures released by the 
police yesterday show that 
almost 6 pa cent of motorists 
breathalysed in the first 
phases of the Christmas 
drink-drive campaign were 
ova the limit, compared with 


7.5 pa cent last year. There 
were 1.042 positive breath tests 
out of 17,602 drivers 
breathalysed between 6am on 
Sunday and 6am yesterday. 

David Williams, chief con¬ 
stable of Surrey, said that the 
reduction in the number of 
positive tests was “welcome 
news, but as the position has 
changed very little from last 
year, this shows that people 
are still drinking and driving". 

The total number of breath 
tests was also slightly down, at 
17.602 compared with 17,629 
last year. 3L245 in 1991 and 
27,758 in 1990. 

Anti-drink-drive campaign¬ 
ers were rather disappointed 
at the figures and questioned 
whether it was now time to 
revitalise the message, which 
some suspect is in danger of 
becoming stale. 

John Knight, of the Cam¬ 
paign Against Drinking and 


Driving, said the figures were 
going in the right direction but 
it might soon be hard to get 
publicity for anti-drink-dnve 
campaigns. “News has to be 
new. Anti-drink and driving 
campaigns are not new. There 
may be a case to think about 
the situation we now find 
ourselves at The last thing we 
want is for the public to say. 
‘Oh, not another anti-drink- 
drive campaign.’" 

This years advertising cam¬ 
paign marks a switch of tactics 
from shocking the public to 
appealing to their emotions. 
The £1 million campaign fea¬ 
tures a girl at a party waiting 
for her boy friend to arrive. 
The telephone rings and she is 
told that ha boy friend — who 
had stopped off for a drink — 
had been involved in a fatal 
accident. 

Letters, page 15 



PC Roger Franklin conducts a negative breath test 

Risk of prosecution 
deters all but a few 


By Emma Wilkins 
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A NEW CHILDREN'S CAROL 
specially commissioned for The Times with words 
by George Mackay Brown 
and music by Sir Peter Maxwell Davies 

PETER BARNARD 

imagines the Wenceslas family Christmas; and Times 
writers reveal their ploys for keeping the children amused 

JANE MacQUmY 
celebrates the best New Year champagne 

FRANCES BISSELL 

concocts a delicious instant Christmas pudding 
RUDOLPH 

the (real) red-nosed reindeer goes shopping in Scotland 

ANNEMcELVOY 
chases turkeys in Moscow 

ROUND-THE-WORLD YACHTSMAN 
Af ike Golding anticipates Christmas alone 

DERWENT MAY 
considers the origins of the turkey 

PLUS: Quizzes to keep those brain cells buzzing — the 
jumbo crossword, bridge, chess, computer games and 
celebrity memory teasers children’s listings, foil of 
ideas for occupying the youngsters from walks to steam 
train trips; and a guide to the best New Year sales 
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THE driver of the black BMW 
saw the flashing blue tights of 
the police patrol car in his rear 
mirror and slowed to a stop on 
the A3 near Guildford, Surrey. 

It is the moment every 
motorist dreads — pulled over 
by the police at 1030pm in the 
week before Christmas — and 
the driver was trying not to 
look alarmed. 

PC Len Martin. 39. who 
joined Surrey police 11 years 
ago, stopped the car because it 
was bowling along at more 
than 70mph and efid not have 
a local number plate. But he 
quickly established the driver 
was sober and, after a quick 
check of the contents of the 
BMW, he was sent on his way. 

“People think they can cover 
ujj the smell of alcohol with 
mints, cigarettes or mouth¬ 
wash. but I can tell if they’ve 
been drinking in seconds,” he 
said. "There is no point 
breathalysing someone it you 
don’t suspect them, although 


during the Christmas cam¬ 
paign we test everyone if there 
is an accident." 

It was Monday night PC 
Martin and PC Roger Cham¬ 
berlain. 39. were on their first 
shift of the Christmas anti- 
d rink-driving campaign that 
began across the country on 
Sunday and will last until the 
New Year. 

PC Chamberlain said there 
was still a hard core of middle- 
aged male drink drivers. 
“Most people round here are 
quite law-abiding bur there 
are a few businessmen who 
just wont accept that it’s 
wrong to drink and drive. Last 
week we stopped one bloke , 
two days running and he was 
over the limit both times,” 

This was a quiet shift and 
for the night patrol the bore¬ 
dom was tinged with satisfac¬ 
tion. PC Martin said: “It can 
be boring when it’s quiet but 
that means the message is 
really getting through.” 
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Emergency 
surgery for 
Cookson 

Dame Catherine Cookson. the 
bat-selling romantic novelist, 
will spend Christmas in hospi¬ 
tal after undergoing emergen¬ 
cy surgery. 

The Royal Victoria Infirma¬ 
ry in Newcastle upon Tyne 
said the 87-year-old writer was 
poorly but stable after an 
operation on ha colon on 
Monday night. She had re¬ 
cently returned home after 
treatment for a blood disorder. 

Sailor’s body 

The body of a Polish sailor 
was recovered from tire river 
Medway in Kent A second is 
missing and a third was res¬ 
cued after they fell in while re¬ 
turning to ship. 

Reliant case 

A charge against a Reliant 
Robin driver — Colin Slack. 
25, of Buxton. Derbyshire—of 
driving dangerously during a 
police chase, is to be heard in a 
Crown Court. 

Game foul 

Six hundred homes in Bury 
and Dulverton, Somerset, 
were blacked out for two 
hours when a pheasant shoot 
peppered power cables. 

River victims 

A father and son killed when 
their car plunged into the river 
Nidd were named as Kevin 
Bullock. *10. and James. 7. of 
Scotton, North Yorkshire. 

Boy for trial 

A boy aged 16 was committed 
for trial atTotton. Hampshire, 
on three blackmail charges in¬ 
volving more than £100,000. 


Finding the words to ask for help 


By Rlth Gledhiu 

THE 500.000 children in the 
UK who suffer from speech 
and language impairment are 
only a fraction of the number 
who need help, says Afasic. a 
charity that helps children 
and young adults to overcome 
such difficulties. 

These children can appear 
normal but their difficulty in 
understanding the concepts 
dial underpin language 
means they need therapy to 
have any hope of a happy 
adulthood. 

When a baby does not feed 
properly, refuses eye contact 
and makes little or too much 
noise, a mother might suspect 
a serious problem. Parents 
say that many who raise their 
fears with their doctor are 
dismissed as neurotic or over- 
fearfuL 

About 20 parents of such 



children met this week to 
share their concerns in the 
Brighton home of lizzie Bat¬ 
ten, whose daughter Char¬ 
lotte; 6. cannot speak. The 
group is one of more than 50 
across the country which 
support families and lobby 
for improved speech therapy 
and educational services. 
The East Sussex group cam¬ 
paigned successfully for a 
new speech and language 
unit in Brighton, to be offi¬ 
cially opened next month. 

The Times is appealing for 
donations ro Afasic to help 
such families and to increase 


awareness of the problem. At 
least one in twenty young¬ 
sters has difficulty in speak¬ 
ing or understanding what is 
said to them. 

Many have little or no 
physical or intellectual dis¬ 
ability. Some can be taught 
to speak within a few months 
with speech therapy and. 
although problems with un¬ 
derstanding language might 
remain, they can lead reia- 
tivdy normal lives. 

Unlike physically disabled 
children, those with speec h 
impairment appear at first 
glance to be normal and at 
second glance to be badly 
behaved or mentally dis¬ 
abled. Charlotte is no excep¬ 
tion. A bubbly child, at first 
meeting she appears cheerful 
and lively. But after four 
weeks at a local school, Mrs 
Batten received a letter from 
the headmaster saying that 


Charlotte had to go because 
“we have not been able to 
contain or influence ha be¬ 
haviour and protect other 
children and staff*. 

Charlotte has now been 
accepted into a school for 
autistic children, in a class 
for those with above-average 
IQ but with behavioural 
problems. 

Linda Lascelles. the 
group's chair, spent months 
trying to find out what was 
wrong with ha daughter 
Robyn. 5, before discovering 
she had a “semantic prag¬ 
matic disorder”. Robyn can¬ 
not find the right words 
when she speaks or answer 
direct questions. 

Mrs Lascciks said* “You 
cannot kiss these children 
and make their disorders go 
away. All you can do is make 
it as good for them os 
possible:" 


p children and peep* 
who have speech and language impairments: 

NAME .. 

ADDRESS... .... 


□ eioo 


.- POSTCODE .._ 

/ wish to make a donation of: 

□esc Qe 30 Otis □ _ 


l endox my cheque made payable to AFAStC 

VBlueE . Cheque number. 

ll*M«nfc*»r n™ Md rtdm, * . 

Or, please dM ^ „ mbsr 


Expiry dale. 


Signature.. 

□ Phase send me information on hn«,« ™ . 

by Deed of Covenant ow asmoke an annual t 

□ Please send me information on making a wifi 

• Please complete and return this 

rasas* « 
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Bosnian lies mean nobody home by Christmas 

Rom Eve Ann Prentice, diplomatic correspondent, in Brussels r - ■ 


THE war would be over by 
Christmas, the Serbs said- 

Si^ES 5 a ^ ear a S°- sin «e 

Jen there has been seemingly 
endless action replays, wuh 
teanung Serb and Croat war- 
Jords promising never to lift a 
nnger ui violence again. 

“Not another single Bosnian 
need die." Radovan Karadzic. 
Jje Serb leader in Bosnia- 
Herzegovina. said umpteen 
fa^eOres ago in the summer, 
irma Hadzimuratovic. lying 
m London's Creai Ormond 
Street Hospital is, along with 
thousands more, proof of the 
He. Irma was crippled in a 
shell burst which killed her 
mother. 

The protagonists were at it 
again this week, poring over 
maps and declaring in Gen¬ 
eva and Brussels that they are 
edging towards a solution, but 
the prospect of a Christmas 
peace deal evaporated last 
night with the waning sides 
still far apart after two days of 
wrangling. 

Willy Claes, the Belgian 
Foreign Minister, said last 
night: "We will have to wait 
for the next few days or 
possibly weeks to see what the 
results are. There is no agree¬ 
ment until everything is 
agreed." The Serb, Croat and 
Muslim-led Bosnian govern¬ 
ment factions did make some 


London- A senior Twy MP 
added to growing opposi¬ 
tion towards the deploy¬ 
ment of British troops in 
Bosnia beyond spring 
(Michael Evans writes). 
Speaking on BBC Radio A 
Sir Nicholas Bonsor. 
chairman of the all-party 
Commons defence select 
committee, said: “I antici¬ 
pate that we are likely to 
see them through this win¬ 
ter and withdraw them 
some time next stammer." 


progress yesterday — but 
mostly agreeing on principles 
rather than on matters of 
substance. 

So where win it all end? The 
international community has 
had remarkably little impact 
on the course of the war. Sane 
say there have been 76 rounds 
of peace talks and John Mills, 
spokesman for Lord Owen, 
the European Union negotia¬ 
tor. says he has lost count. The 
fighting has dictated the 
course of all these negotations. 
By high summer the Serbs 
and Croats had effectively 
captured all the land they 
could hope to take and it was 
their idea, not Lord Owen's, to 
talk about dividing Bosnia 
along ethnic lines. The Vance- 


Owen plan was regularly 
hailed in the West as “the only 
act in town", but the only real 
act has been between the 
armies on the ground who 
carried on largely regardless 
of Western threats and plead¬ 
ing. The embattled Muslims 
have begun to fight bade after 
being slaughtered by Serbs 
and then Croats and have 
clawed bad; much of the land 
lost to the Croats in central 
Bosnia since last summer. 

Haris Sflajjdric, Prime Min¬ 
ister of the Muslim-led gov¬ 
ernment, says the West has 
tugged at a loose thread in 
Bosnia and is in danger of un¬ 
ravelling civilisation through¬ 
out Europe. Lord Owen has 
blamed president Clinton for 
r the war by not 
! the Vance-Owen plan 

_enough. The answer 

probably lies, however, where 
\t all began, with the armies on 
the ground. The Vance-Owen 
plan involved a highly compli¬ 
cated map which none of the 
waning parties were ever 
enthusiastic about. 

The talks now focus on an 
answer which may not be 
idealistic — division along 
ethnic lines — but which is . 
realistic. The principles have 
been agreed: die Muslims get 
33 3 per cent of Bosnia's terri¬ 
tory. the Croats 17 j per cent 



President Milosevic of Serbia. left wants his 

sanctions against his country and the war, which 


: to cede enough land to the Muslims to end UN 
it Tudjman of Croatia is also fending costly 


and the Serbs the remaining 
492 per cent. The Muslims 
must also be able to bade and 
for this they need access to the 
sea and to northern Europe. 
Although the principles have 
been agreed, there is much to 
be resolved over which bits of 
land go to the Muslims and 
over the future of Sarajevo, the 
capital. Lord Owen and 
Thorvald Stoltenberg, the spe¬ 


cial representative of the UN 
Secretary-General, warn the 
city to be administered by the 
UN and Mostar. where 55.000 
Muslims are besieged fay 
Croat forces, to be under EU 
control. The Sarajevo plan has 
been rejected by the Bosnian 
government but all three sides 
have agreed to the Mostar 
proposal. 

Diplomats and military ob¬ 


servers believe the Muslims 
want the war to last at least 
until the spring so they can try 
to win back the land they 
want. Yesterday the Bosnian 
government army launched a 
heavy attack, on Bosnian Croat 
forces (HVO) in the strategic 
Lasva valley, independent wit¬ 
nesses said. Doctors at the 
Nova Bila hospital near Vitez 
said one girl was killed by 


shrapnel and 28 people had 
beat wounded, 23 of them 
HVO soldiers. 

President Tudjman of Cro¬ 
atia and President Milosevic 
of Serbia have differing rea¬ 
sons for wanting the war to 
end soon. Mr Ttidjman does 
not want io bear the economic 
cost of more fighting over the 
Serb-held enclave of Krajina. 
He is also aware of growing 


President takes personal command of intelligence service in security shake-up 

Yeltsin sacks 


pressure for UN sanctions to 
be imposed on his govern¬ 
ment, However the West faces 
a dilemma because sanction!: 
could also encourage the Mus¬ 
lims to continue the war while 
both its enemies sink into 
economic catastrophe. Mr 
Milosevic wants his Bosnian 
Serb profogte to cede enough 
land to allow sanctions 
against Serbia to be 
suspended. 

With all these conflicting 
aims it is possible that an 
agreement in principle will be 
readied early next year but 
that fighting will go on at least 
until the spring. All sides want 
peace by then because they 
know the West wants to pull 
out peacekeeping troops by 
then if no settlement has been 
reached. 

Such is the viciousness of 
the Bosnian war that even 
when peace is declared re¬ 
venge squads are likely to 
pursue a guerrilla war, per¬ 
haps for years. The SOth 
anniversary in June of the 
assassination of Archduke 
Ferdinand in Sarajev o is likely 
to be marked by sniper shots 
around the chy. 

□ Belgrade Mr Milosevic's 
Socialist Party has increased 
its seats in the Serbian parlia¬ 
ment by a quarter after last 
Sunday's election but has 
failed to secure an absolute 
majority. 


ministers 
in new push 
for reforms 

From Anne McElvoy in Moscow 


PRESIDENT Yeltsin yester¬ 
day pledged that the poor 
showing of Russia's demo¬ 
crats in parliamentary elec¬ 
tions would not lead to a 
reversal in reforms or to a 
feared hardening of the coun¬ 
try's stance towards the West 
He also ruled out the prospect 
of a coalition government bur 
indicated that he intends to 
conduct a thorough reshuffle 
of ministers and advisers in 
order to create a more open 
administration. 

The Russian leader an¬ 
nounced that he intended to 
create his own political party 
after complaints by reformers 
that he had damaged die 
democratic cause by standing 
aloof horn Russia's Choice, 
the main democratic bloc, and 
said that he intended to stay in 
office until the end of his full 
term in June 1996. 

The Russian Government 
would also remain in office, he 
said, but would be restruc¬ 
tured to cut staff numbers and 
make it more efficient. He was 
taking direct control of state 
mass media but claimed the 
move would help ensure free¬ 
dom of the press. 

Mr Yeltsin played down the 
risk of Vladimir Zhirinovsky, 
the leader of the far-right 
Liberal Democrats, becoming 
President, saying: “I don't 
think that this is as dangerous 
as some of the media are 
trying to portray it" He said 
that he would use the newly 
passed constitution to guard 
against neo-Fascism- 

Looking tired after his re¬ 
cent back trouble and deliver¬ 
ing his comments in stilted 
voice, Mr Yeltsin was anxious 
to show his understanding 
with voters' frustrations and 
avoid the high-handed fane he 
often strikes in public appear¬ 
ances. He admitted that Rus¬ 
sians were suffering from a 
feeling of humiliated national 
pride and that a third of the 
armed forces had voted for Mr 
Zhirinovsky, saying: “It is too 
much. We are wormed about 
this." 

Mr Yeltsin stood by Yegor 
Gaidar, his radical Economics 
Minister, despite the implicit 
demand of Viktor Cherno¬ 


myrdin, the Prime Minister, 
that Mr Gaidar should resign. 
“Gaidar stays." he said. “That 
means the course of reforms 
which he is conducting with 
the President and the Govern¬ 
ment also stays."Tlie Russian 
leader did not reveal planned 
changes in ids Goverrimfeot- 
butsaid the structure of 
pfe deputy ministers would be 
trimmed and that some full- 
time ministers would go. 

He was ambiguous on the 
question of how he intended to 
handle Mr Zhirinovsky in die 
new parliament, where foe 
Liberal Democrats have one- 
seventh of die seats. He would 

be prepared to co-operate with 

the ultra-nationalist figure “if 
his work in the parliament is 
devoted to the good of the 
people and country". 

The President unfolded 
plans for a shake-up in Rus¬ 
sia's security services, em¬ 
phasising that he would take 
personal responsibility for the 
setting up of a counter-intelli¬ 
gence service to replace the 
Security Ministry, which was 
abolished on Wednesday. 
The KGB, the Security Min¬ 
istry, these were the last 
strongholds of the former 
Soviet totalitarian system." be 
added. “There will no longer 
be political surveillance of our 
people any longer." 

Nikolai Golushko, the Sec¬ 
urity Minister and former 
chairman of the Ukrainian 
KGB, remains as head of the 
new service. Mr Golushko is 
scarcely a departure from the 
old KGB school, but is regard¬ 
ed by Mr Yeltsin as an 
apolitical figure, unwilling to 
engage in power struggles. 

The President was furious at 
the refusal of the Security 
Ministry to help in the putting 
down of the October parlia¬ 
mentary revolt and the defec¬ 
tion by Viktor Barannikov, Mr 
Golushko's predecessor, to the 
parliamentary camp. An ad¬ 
viser to Mr Yeltsin confirmed 
yesterday that the failure of 
the service to warn him of the 
progress of Mr Zhirinovsky’s 
party had proved the “last 
straw" for Mr YeKsin. 

Letters, page 15 



Vladimir Zhirinovsky, the Russian neo-Fasdst leader, atVienna Airport before meeting a retired Austrian businessman who was a former SS volunteer 


Taipei and 
Peking fail 
to reach 
agreement 

By Jonathan Mirsky 

EAST ASIA EDITOR 

THE first talks between 
China and Taiwan on 
Taiwanese soil for 44 years 
broke down yesterday over 

llic L»uc uf sovereignly. 

Both the Peking and Tai¬ 
pei regimes have claimed 
to be the legitimate gov¬ 
ernment of all China since 
1949, when Chiang Kai- 
shek fled with his defeated 
army to Taiwan. 

It had been hoped that 
the issue of hijacking — 
nine mainland airliners 
have been diverted to Tai¬ 
wan since April—could be 
reconciled, together with 
issues such as smuggling, 
fishing disputes, and the 
fate of more than two 
thousand illegal Chinese 
immigrants in Taiwan. 

However, on each ques¬ 
tion Peking maintained 
that Taiwan, a “rebellious 
province”, could not make 
decisions as this would be 
a challenge to the sover¬ 
eignly of foe People's 
Republic: 

Negotiators on both 
sides were careful to use 
moderate language in 
spite of foe breakdown in 
talks. 


Zhirinovsky warns West 
of doomsday weapon 

From Adam LeBor in reichenfels, southern Austria 





B umping along at 
18,000ft somewhere 
over Austria in a Fok- 
ker 50 In turbulence, Vladimir 
Zhirinovsky, leader of Rus¬ 
sia’s neo-Fasdsts. does not 
look like a man about to 
launch an invasion by foe 
Slav hordes. 

Later, however, in this idyl¬ 
lic Austrian village, he 
sounded warlike enough 
when he claimed that Russia 
had a secret weapon called 
Etipton. If the West competed 
for influence in Russia, he 
said, it could trigger a tivil 
war, and that would be "a 
very dangerous situation for 
Russia and foe world because 
of the Elipton weapons which 
only Russia has and nobody 
else. They cannot be detecte d 
and there is no defence 
against them". 

He said the weapons were 
non-nuclear but had “the ca¬ 
pacity to annihilate die whole 
world”. Warning the West to 
keep out of Russian affairs, 
Mr Zhirinovsky said Russia's 
stock of nuclear and chemical 
arms could “easily sKp com¬ 
pletely out of control" In a 
Russian civil war "instigated 
by certain Western quarters”. 

All of which sounds like 
more of his bluster, except 
that be is not funny any more, 
if indeed he ever was. As an 
Estonian deputy said two 
years aga “When he first 
appeared we thought he was a 
good joke, then we thought he 
was a bad joke, and now we 
don’t think he's a joke at afl.” 

Mr Zhirinovsky keeps de¬ 
nying that he is an extreme 
nationalist; but be chose some 
interesting political bedfel¬ 
lows on his first trip to the 
West after foe success of his 
liberal Democratic Party in 
Russia’s recent elections. After 


a stopover at Munkh Aixport. 
where he met Gerhard Frey, 
leader of foe extreme-right 
German People's Union, this 
village was his next port of 
call. It lies in Carinthia, a 
stronghold of Austria’s popu¬ 
list anti-foreigner Freedom 
Party, led by J6rg Haider. 

His host was the retired 
Austrian businessman Edwin 
Neuwirth. a former youthful 
volunteer in the SS. "Press 
reports on Zhirinovsky are 
blown out of proportion," 
claimed the one-time Nazi 
soldier, who has also claimed 
that he did not know about 
the gas chambers. 

Mr Zhirinovsky insisted to 
foe assembled press that the 
Western view that he is an 
extremist was a fabrication. 
"Jt is propaganda and a lie. 
maybe it’s put out by people 
who are paid by the West ...1 
oppose all discrimination, it 
does not matter against 
whom.” be said. He also 
denied that he or his party 
was anti-Semitic. “We want 
normal relations with Jews 
and Israel and we never had a 
problem with them." 

M ost of what he said 
is foe sort of saloon- 
bar rhetoric to be 
heard in every town from 
Volgograd to Vladivostok and 
could be dismissed as non¬ 
sense — except (hat his party 
gained 23 per cent of die votes 
m Russia's recent elections. 

Matty in Russia fear his 
electoral success is foe first 
stage on the road to a Fascist 
state with him at the helm. 
His next target is foe Kremlin 
and a victory in foe pres¬ 
ident^ elections, probably foe 
ultimate post-Soviet night¬ 
mare scenario. "1 will get 60 
per cent and Yeltsin will only 


get 10 per cent" he said. Mr 
Zhirinovsky’s demands are an 
eclectic, potentially deadly 
cocktail of nationalist 
aspirations. 

In the past he has called for 
the return of Finland to Rus¬ 
sian sovereignty and suggest¬ 
ed that radio-active nuclear 
waste be buried alongside the 
border with the Baltic states if 
they fail to respect Russian 
minority rights. He has said 
that suspected criminals 
should be shot in the streets 
after a court-martial and has 
accused the Kazakh and other 
governments of allowing foe 
rape and murder of Russian 
children. 

His latest area of expertise 
yesterday was the Balkans. 
“In no case should Russian 
troops fight on foe Serbian 
side, but the conflict there 
must be regulated. But neither 
should there be an Invasion of 
Turkish troops to Serbia. The 
first Turkish army is ready to 
go to Serbia to fight But if 
Austria and Serbia called 
Russia for help, Russia would 
probably go. I am a Balkan 
specialist and I know." 

On one level his attraction 
for the German and Austrian 
extreme right is a tittle bizarre, 
since Germany and Russia 
were enemies in the Second 
World War, But logic was 
never Mr Zhirinovsky’s 
strong point "There are some 
aides who say if 1 came to 
Germany I would be endors¬ 
ing foe extreme right," be 
said, adding that he was in 
contact with many parties 
including liberal ones in Italy, 
Slovenia and Bulgaria. 

Mr Zhirinovsky yesterday 
cancelled an interview with a 
German television channel 
that was to have been broad¬ 
cast last nighL 


ADVERTISEMENT 


CHOLESTEROL 

How daily garlic may 
help to keep it normal. 


YOUR DOCTOR has a free 
booklet about healthy heart 
care. It advises: 

1. Stop smoking. 

2. Less fat, sugar, salt. 

3. More fibre and starch. 

4. Not too much alcohol. 

5. Watch your weight. 

6. Take regular exercise. 

7. Learn to relax. 

8. Check blood pressure. 

Heart 

maintenance 

Garlic, taken daily as 
part of your fitness plan, 
could also help to maintain 
a healthy heart and circu¬ 
lation. Because for many 
people it could help to 
keep their blood fat and 
cholesterol levels normal. 

Richest in allicin 

Garlic's main active 
agent is allicin. The 
world’s richest source of 
allicin is garlic grown 
organically m China. The 
Chinese have used garlic 
for health for 4,000 years. 

Why Kwai is best 

Kwai girlie pills are made 
with the highest grade of 
Chinese-garlic. Whole 
cloves, grown organically 
and dried slowly to remove 
the water, nothing else. 
Garlic oil products use 
boiled garlic and analysis by 
independent labs confirms 
that they give you little or 
no allicin. 


The strongest 

The garlic in Kwai is 
100% pure Chinese-garlic, 
probably the strongest you 
can buy and richest in 
allicin yield. 

Odour controlled 

If Kwai is so strong, why 
can’t you smell it or taste 
it? Because Kwai doesn't 
produce its allicin until the 
coating dissolves in your 
digestive system. 

Three times a 
day? 

Research suggests that 
your garlic intake is best 
spread across a day. That's 
why you’re advised to take 
two Kwai pills three 
times a day. 

Or once a day? 

In order to save a Few 
pence, you may be tempt¬ 
ed to toy garlic tablets or 
oil capsules described as 
one-a-day. But you should 
first ask yourself, “Do they 
have enough active garlic to 
help with day-long heart 
care?" 

Vastly stronger 

Three facts you should 
take to heart: 

l.Kwai garlic is probably 
the strongest in the 
world and richest in 
allicin yield. 

2.One-a-day tablets may 
produce only a fraction 


of the allicin of a single 
Kwai pill. 

3. Kwai pills could be more 
useful in aiding all-day 
heart maintenance. 

Anti-oxidants 

Anti-oxidants are valuable 
in helping to remove ‘free 
radicals', highly reactive 
by-products of the body's 
metabolism. Recent re¬ 
search, done independently 
in USA and Germany, and 
presented at an Inter¬ 
national Congress, has 
indicated Kwai's anti - 
oxidant properties. 

£12 million 
research 

Since 1981 Kwai has 
spent £12 million on garlic 
and heart research with 
more than 2,500 people. No 
other garlic product has 
made such a commitment 
to its customers’ health. 

No. 1 in Europe 

Over 909k of Britons who 
take garlic pills prefer Kwai. 

Kwai is Europe’s No.l 
health supplement brand, 
used by over three million 
people every day. 

Nine outoften people who 
tryKwed stay with KmuL 

Kwai 
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British pullout leaves Belize adrift in a sea 


of troubles 



From Michael Weus 
in beuze cm- 








b-. 


; party lost 

30 years ini 


more than 30 years m power 


BELIZE, for some considerable 
time the most stable country in 
Central America, enters a danger 
ous new era on New Year's Day 
when Britain, which has ensured 
its survival for at least die past 
quarter of a century, bands over 
its defence responsibilities to the 
Belizean Government. 

The military threat from Guate¬ 
mala, the reason for the continued 
British presoice after Belize be¬ 
came independent in 1981, official¬ 
ly no longer exists. The vacuum is. 
however, being filled by drag 
trafficking, illegal immigration 

and administrative corruption. 

Formerly British Honduras. 
Belize is in a curious post-colonial 
position, since nobody wants Brit¬ 
ain to leave. The Belizean Govern¬ 
ment has been desperate for 
British protection from Guatema¬ 
lan territorial claims and armed 
threats. Apart from anything else. 


■ Belize feces an uncertain future, threatened by 
corrupt politicians, drug runners and Guatemalan 
territorial claims. For many, die departure of 
British troops could not have come at a worst time 


fee people of Belize like the 
British troops, not least for the 
income tbgy provide. 

The troops have helped to 
stabilise an ethnic mix of peoples. 
Their withdrawal will save £9 
million annually, a pittance in 
terms of Britain’s overall defence 
cuts. Bastcalfy. it is all about 
freeing two infantry battalions for 
duty in Northern Ireland. 

The last British infantry unit. 45 
Commando Royal Maxines, is 
now completing its tour, banding 
over to fee 2nd Gurkhas, who in 
turn will hand responsibility for 
defence to the local Belize Defence 
Force when British withdrawal is 
completed next October. 


Belize, a nation the size of 
Wales but with a population of 
only. 131,000, has just three sur¬ 
faced roads, and then only partly. 
The rest are potholes linked by 
mud and rocks. Bridges get 
washed away in flash floods in the 
sooth, where annual rainfall can 
be dose to 160 indies. There most 
of the country is dense jungle, 
wife treed savannah and farming 
in the northern region. 

Every day 45 Commando Is out 

scouring fee jungle towards fee 
western and southern borders 
wife Guatemala, as British forces 
have been doing for years. Six- 
znan patrols are dropped by 
helicopter into remote locations, 


carrying 801b packs in tempera¬ 
tures up to 120F. From a jungle 
base they patrol for some ten days, 
malting sure the Guatemalans 
know they are active and getting 
to know fee local settlements. 

The marines visit jungle vil¬ 
lages and plantations of fee 
Mayan Indians, chat with local 
headmen to hear their problems, 
monitor illnesses and glean intel¬ 
ligence. on_drag-rannmg. illegal 
immigrants and illegal logging. 
They greet the village children by 
name and give out sweets and 
biscuits from their ration packs. 

Officially, all patrols are accom¬ 
panied by a couple of members of 
the Belize Defence Force or the 
police, but sometimes fee locals 
simply do not turn up. They have 
learnt feat fee manses' style of 
patrolling is energetic and their 
enthusiasm sometimes lapses. 

There are ominous signs for the 
future. The country is plagued 
with constant infiltration by ille¬ 
gal immigrants happy to work on 
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plantations for only a third of fee 
already low Belizean wage. Some 
of these are “legal illegals” en¬ 
couraged by local politicians seek¬ 
ing to Increase their voting 
strength. There have even been 
times when British troops have 
been told by politicians to slacken 
their monitoring of drugs and 


immigrants. Cattle rustling and 
associated violence from across 
the borders is on the increase. The 
police are largely unarmed and 
powerless. 

In elections last June 30. fee 
People’s United Party of George 
Price was narrowly defeated after 
more than 30 years in power by 
fee United Democratic Party of 
Manuel Esquivel the present 
Prime Minister. A long-time Brif 
ish resident said; “People were 
finally sick of ail the corruption 
and the general mess.” 

There is. however, no immedi¬ 
ate likelihood of change. Beliz¬ 
eans say tbay have no confidence 
in fee 2.000-strong, lightly aimed 
defence force. Some believe the 
United States may step in to fill 
the vacuum, but this is doubtful 
hearing in mind fee Clinton 
Adminis tration’s budget prob¬ 
lems and its reluctance to become 
a gain involved in Central Ameri¬ 
ca. Uncertainty, for now. seems 
fee only certainty. 
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First Lady’s denial 
wins media notice 
for Clinton sex tale 


From Martin Fletcher in Washington 


HILLARY Clinton’s robust de¬ 
nunciation on Tuesday of the 
allegations about her hus¬ 
band's marital infidelity while 
Governor of Arkansas has 
achieved one thing. It ensured 
that the story finally made the 
front page of almost every 
newspaper in the country. 

"ftn not interested in Bill 
Clinton’s sex life as Governor 
of Arkansas." R.W. “Johnny" 
Apple, Washington bureau 
chief of The New York Times . 
had declared on Tuesday. By 
yesterday morning America's 
premier newspaper was carry¬ 
ing as its second lead story the 
First Lady's denial of accusa¬ 
tions it had not reported in the 
first place. 

CBS Television, which had 
disdained the story on Mon¬ 
day night had by Tuesday 
night joined all the other 
networks in covering it “The 
most important thing is feat 
the story has legs." said Mark 
Shields, a political commenta¬ 
tor, on the Public Television 
Service. The sole holdout was 
The Wall Street Journal, nor¬ 
mally one of Mr Clinton's 
sternest critics. It was attack¬ 
ing the White House on a 
second front with its investiga¬ 
tion of the Clintons' past 
business dealings wife James 
McDougal, a bankrupt Ar¬ 
kansas building society owner 
who lent him campaign 
money. 

The American media be¬ 
came aware, and was some¬ 
what chastened, by its power 
during fee 1984 presidential 
election campaign when it 
exposed Gary Hart's sexual 
escapades and drove him from 
the race. Ever since it has 
agonised over how far it can 
legitimately probe into a politi¬ 
cian's private life, and these 
allegations have thown that 
debate into stark relief. 

If the allegations are true, 
they raise serious questions 
about Mr Clinton’s character, 
integrity and fitness to be 
President — particularly as he 
supposedly continued seeing 
one woman after his election. 
They suggest that he may have 


improperly used his position 
as President to try to suppress 
the allegations, and on a more 
prosaic level that he abused a 
range of state-financed perks 
from cars and telephones to 
his security detail. 

That was the pretext used tty 
The Washington Post, in a 
remarkable display of public 
hand-wringing, to justify its 
extensive coverage. “Extra¬ 
marital affairs is not fee 
subject of our reporting.” said 
Leonard Downie, its executive 
editor. “The subject of our 
reporting is fee question of 
whether or not Bill Clinton, as 
Governor and now as Presi¬ 
dent has in any way used 
government resources and 
power in any connection with 
his private life that would be 


his private fife that would be 
improper." 

But the real question feat 
editors have been grappling 
wife is how much credibility 
to give fee allegations, the Like 
of which have never before 
been levelled against a sitting 
President CM the one hand 
they are detailed, and are 
bong made by state troopers 
who for years spent most of 
their waking hours wife Mr 
Clinton during the 1980s. Two 
have spoken on-the-record 



and signed sworn affidavits to 
buttress their claims. Now 
besieged by reporters in Utile 
Rock, they say they did not 
crane forward earlier because 
they did not believe Mr Clin¬ 
ton would be elected and 
wanted to keep their jobs in 
Arkansas. 

They are fee more plausible 
because Mr Clinton himself 
admitted during last year's 
election campaign feat he had 
caused “pain” in his marriage. 
However, he denied an affair 
with Gennifer Flowers, fee 
Arkansas nightclub singer 
who was among the women 
the troopers named. 

On fee other hand, the 
troopers have acknowledged 
plans to write a book which 
would presumably make them 
rich men. They have put 
themselves in the hands of 
Cliff Jackson, an Arkansas 
lawyer with a record of enmity 
towards Mr Clinton. The alle¬ 
gations first appeared in the 
American Spectator, a conser¬ 
vative magazine that has also 
delighted in denigrating Mr 
Clinton. 

With fee exception of Mrs 
Clinton’s remarks on Tues¬ 
day, the White House re¬ 
sponse has been to batten 
down the hatches and hope 
the storm blows over. It has 
given none of its regular daily 
briefings this week, and until 
yesterday kept Mr Clinton 
largely out of range of report¬ 
ers’questions. 

Officials are telling journal¬ 
ists that the public was well 
aware of Mr Clinton’s lapses 
when they voted him into 
office and will ignore these 
new allegations. They suggest 
feat they are more concerned 
about the controversy over the 
Clintons' past business deal¬ 
ings. The fact remains that fee 
Clintons have been dramati¬ 
cally deprived of what they 
expected to be a cheerful and 
triumphant end to their first 
year in office. 


McDougal: deals with 
President questioned 


The Clinton affair, page I 
Clintons at home, page 12 
William Rees-Mogg. page 14 



Teacher 


jailed for 






raping 

pupils 




Nanterre: A French primary 
school teacher has been sen¬ 
tenced to 15 years in jail for 
raping six pupils aged six. 

Guy Provaux. 57. raped five 
girls and one boy during 1985- 
86. but for years fee victims 
were too scared to report him. 
Hie children told fee court 
feat Provaux had threatened 
to kill their parents wife a 
pistol kept in his desk at fee 
Malakoof primary school in/J 
Nanterre. northwest of Paris, 
if they told anyone about fee 
attacks. 

According to testimony. 
Provaux was known to be an 
alcoholic, but he was allowed 
to keep his teaching job even 
though his superiors were 
aware of fee problem. (AP) 
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General sued 


Lagos: Gani Fawehinmi. a 
civil liberties lawyer, has tak¬ 
en General Sani Abacha, Ni¬ 
geria’s military ruler, and Olu 
Onagoruwa. fee Justice Min¬ 
ister^ court over ten decrees 
banning Legal challenges to 
them, newspapers have re¬ 
ported here. (Reuter,■) 


UN troops stay 


New York: Jonathan Howe, 
the chief United Nations en¬ 
voy in Somalia, has said he ex¬ 
pects UN troops to stay until 
March 1995. The Security 
Council hopes feat at least 
l&0Op troops will remain after 
six countries withdraw their 
contingents soon. (Reuter) 


Iranians killed 

Sofia: Two Iranians wanted 
on suspicion of murdering a 
policeman during a drugs 
raid, were killed in a gun bat¬ 
tle wife police here, a Bulgari¬ 
an Interior Ministry official 
said. The shooting of fee two 
men ended a two-week 
manhunt (AP) 
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The President and the First Lady, who have been deprived of a triumphant finish to their first year in office 


Two Israelis killed as peace 
formula eludes negotiators 


By Richajro Beeston 


ISRAELI and Palestinian ne¬ 
gotiators edged towards a 
compromise on fee second day 
of their talks outside Paris 
yesterday aimed at saving 
their stalled peace ileal. 

However, there was no sign 
of an imminent breakthrough 
on fee main outstanding Is¬ 
sues of security and sovereign¬ 
ty. and militant Palestinians 
took advantage of the dead¬ 
lock to resume their campaign 
of violence in fee occupied 
territories, where two Israelis 
were killed in an ambush. 

Reports in Israel suggested 
feat the Israeli and PLO 
officials, meeting in Versailles, 
were still stuck on the question 
of who will control fee border 
crossings between the Gaza 
Strip and Egypt, and fee West 
Bank town of Jericho and 
Jordan, once Israeli forces 
have withdrawn from fee 
area. 

Israeli officials have told fee 
PLO feat Israel is prepared to 
conduct “joint patrols" wife 
fee Palestinian security offi¬ 
cers along fee borders, but 
they have insisted on haring 
ultimate control of who and 
what is allowed to enter fee 
Palestinian autonomous ar¬ 
eas. The issue seemed unlikely 


■ Israel and the PLO still cannot reach 
agreement on security and sovereignty. 
Opponents are taking advantage of the 
stalemate to wreck the treaty 


lo be resolved during this 
round of dialogue, and it 
looked certain that another 
meeting between Yitzhak Ra¬ 
bin. the Israeli Prime Minis¬ 
ter. and Yassir Arafat, the 
PLO chairman, to complete 
details of fee peace accord 
would nor now rake place 
before the new year, 

Nissim Zvili, the Secretary- 
General of Israel's ruling Lab¬ 
our Party, who met Mr Arafat 
in Tunis on Tuesday night, 
said feat part of fee problem 
in the current negotiations 
was fee PLO chiefs negotiat¬ 
ing style, which he likened to 
ha ggling “as if he was in a 
souk (a Muslim market)". 

The visiting Israeli politi¬ 
cian apparently spelt out Mr 
Rabin’s position that Israeli 
control of borders was set out 
in fee joint declaration of 
principles signed over three 
months ago and was non- 
negotiable. "The sooner Arafat 
understands that the better it 
will be for everyone,” he said 


in an interview wife the 
French daily, liberation, yes¬ 
terday. The delay apparently 
gave encouragement to the 
Islamic Resistance Move¬ 
ment, Hamas, which carried 
out yesterday’s drive-by shoot¬ 
ing in the West Bank village of 
Beituniya, where gunmen 
sprayed 50 rounds of automat¬ 
ic fire into an Israeli car. 
killing two orthodox Jews. 

Jewish settlers vowed last 
night to mount simultaneous 
demonstrations across Israel 
and the occupied territories to 
protest ar the deaths and block 
traffic to Arab vehicles. 

"Again we sec that this 
peace isn't peace. It is costing 
more victims." said Moshe 
Nissim. a member of the mam 
right-wing opposition Likud 
Party which has accused the 
Government of failing to pro¬ 
tea Jewish settlers. 

Since the peace agreement 
was signed between Israel and 
fee PLO signed on September 
13.16 Israelis and 45 Palestin¬ 


ians have been killed in vio¬ 
lence on both sides. The last 
attack against Israelis in the 
occupied territories occurred 
in the West Bank town of 
Hebron a week ago. It is 
believed that Hamas suspend¬ 
ed its operations for fear of 
jeopardising fee repatriation 
of its supporters among the 
las of the deportees from 
southern Lebanon- 

Even before fee latest attack 
by Arab militants, Jewish 
settlers in the occupied territo¬ 
ries had signalled their inten¬ 
tion to step up their campaign 
to undermine the peace pro¬ 
cess. The leaders of fee settlers 
unveiled their plans yesterday 
to establish satellite settle¬ 
ments beside fee existing 130 
Jewish communities in fee 
West Bank, Gaza Strip and 
Golan Heights. 

“If there are 130 settlements 
now and they are giving fee 
Government problems, the 
way to double the problems 
and bring the peace process to 
a complete halt is to double fee 
settlements." Shmud Sackett, 
a resident of fee settlement of 
Ginot Shomron. on the West 
Bank. said. 

"We want to stall the negoti¬ 
ations. - he added. "We are for 
peace, but do not accept this 
peace plan," 


Season of ill will casts its 
pall over town of Christ 


Sao Paolo: Decio Monies Ri- 
beiro. one of Brazil's leading 
coffee growers, was kidnap¬ 
ped from his car 120 miles 
from here. Police believe he 
was beaten as he smuggled 
with his kidnappers. It was fee 
second abduction in his family 
in three years. (Reuter) 
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From Richard Beeston in Bethlehem 


I f Christmas purists in fee 
West bemoan the comm¬ 
ercialisation of their fa¬ 
vourite holiday, then they 
should spare a thought for 
the luckless inhabitants of 
Christ's birthplace. 

Bethlehem's problems do 
not stem from fee low-key 
decorations outside the 
town's souvenir shops, where 
cheap olive-wood carvings. T- 
shirts and Palestinian 
headscarves are about oil 
there is for sale. Instead, the 
tradition in this West Bank 
town just south of Jerusalem 
is that every political force in 
the region tikes to make its 
presence felt at fee one time 
of year when it is assured an 
international audience. 

Although fee prospects for 
a happy Christmas in Bethle¬ 
hem started off well when 
Israel and the Palestine lib¬ 
eration Organisation signed 
their peace agreement and 
the Palestinians lifted a six- 
year self-imposed ban on 
festivities, recently a more 
familiar and depressing pat¬ 
tern has emerged. The first 
sign that there could be 
problems ahead occurred 


when the Israeli authorities 
prevented the Norwegian 
government, which mediated 
the Middle East peace deal 
from donating a Christmas 
tree to Bethlehem, citing fears 
that it could be diseased. 

The slight to Bethlehem's 
honour did not go unan¬ 
swered. Elias Freij, the town's 
mayor, made his own state¬ 
ment by raising a Palestinian 
flag from his municipal of¬ 
fices. just across Manger 
Square from the main Israeli 
police station. 


the Islamic Resistance Move¬ 
ment. Hamas, called a strike 
for no better reason than to 
intimidate local shopkeepers. 

Even the religious authori- 


Policeman shot 

Ankara: The head of Ankara’s 
police ami-terror unit was shot 
and badly wounded by a 
guard protesting about a de¬ 
motion. Burhan Tansu was 
shot four times in fee abdo¬ 
men during an argument wife 
Anf Dogan, who has been 
arrested. (Reuter) 


Poor 


ork ofl 


,en re 


T he Israelis told him to 
take it down, raising 
fee prospects of a test 
of wills between Palestinian 
nationalism and Israeli mili¬ 
tary might which could yet 
derail fee Christmas celeb¬ 
rations. Not to be left out of 
fee picture: militant Palestin¬ 
ian groups opposed to the 
peace process decided to 
make fear mark as weTL First 
Fatah Uprising, a splinter 

n p in Damascus headed 
bu Musa, issued a state¬ 
ment this week warning that 
pilgrims to fee region would 
not be safe from attack. Then 


wmi.wuu. iumi aiHjpKcepers. 

Even the religious authori¬ 
ties are not averse to using fee 
occasion for political postur¬ 
ing. Michel Sabbah, fee Latin 
Patriarch of Jerusalem, who 
this week demanded that 
Israel release an imprisoned 
militant guerrilla leader, has 
hinted that he intends to use 
his Midnight Mass sermon 
in the Church of fee Nativity 
to press Yitzhak Rabin, fee 
Israeli Prime Minister, and 
Yassir Arafat the PLO chair¬ 
man. for progress in their 
talks. 

The result is that fee air of 
gloom which has come to 
oiaracterise Befhelehem over 
fee past few years will proba- 
Wy be faithfully reproduced 
on Christmas Eve. The Israeli 
military will put into effect its 

JETS* operation, 

the loads will decide to give 
Midnight Mass another miss 
and foreign visitors, treated 
more like England football 
fans than pilgrims, will won¬ 
der why they bothered 
coming. 


TV chief jailed 

Casw.1. * _ - - . 


Seoul: A criminal court sen¬ 
tenced Masato Shinohara. fee 
Japanese bureau chief of Ja¬ 
pan s Fuji Television Com¬ 
pany here, to two years in 

m r .£ LS , Sin8 m ifitary 

to the Japanese £m- 
tiassy in Seoul between I9S9 
and 1992. (Reuter) 


Access granted 

K ^paJ authorities have 
lor fee first time given Italy's 

«2«3£!5 

jo fee accounts of fee 
*? nk ' wWch alleged- 

mi m^ ded 3 COnduit for £36 
fejMion m bribes ■■ to 
politicians. (AFP) 
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Cambodian hope 
of survival rides 
on King’s health 

From James Pringle in phnom penh 


From Michael Hamlyn 
IN JOHANNESBURG 

THE South African parliament yestcr- 
aay voted itself out of existence in the 
country’s most dramatic constitutional 
change since the establishment of the 
union of South Africa in 1910. 

With the rricomcraJ parliament will 
now disappear the entire organisational, 
legislative and administrative underpin¬ 
ning for apartheid, the grotesque racial 
policy of "separate development" that 
was written into law after the election to 
in'ms^ ** NarionaJ P&rty government 

Just before the vote was taken the 
Conservative MPs and a staunch group 
of supporters in the public gallery stood 
to attention and sang the national 
anthem. Die Stem [The Call). The most 
senior of the hardline white suprema¬ 
cists. Ferdi Hartzenberg, the Leader of 
the Conservative Party, said a monster 
was being created, "ft is a transition to 
communism," he said. 

A young white who yelled “You are 
busy with treason" was removed from 
thegallery after the singing. Meanwhile 
MPs belonging to the African National 
Congress and its alliance partners stood 
with clenched fists and cried: “Amandla 
aviethu /* — “Power is ours!" 

The vote was passed by 236 for 




10 a eainst. Earlier Dr 
Hartzenberg. with his ginger moustache 
quivemg. compared the end of the 
apartheid parliament to Mav 31. 1902. 
when the “bitter-enders" among the 
badly beaten Boer leaders finally admit- 
t«i defeat and yielded to the might of the 
Bntish war machine. Speaking at the 
official closure of the present session of 
parliament. Dr Hartzenberg insisted 
mat the disappearance of the all-white 
House of Assembly meant a loss of 
freedom for the Afrikaners. “There will 
again be a House of Assembly for our 
people." he said. 

However, the country's black popuia- 
tion welcomed the new constitution. 
Nelson Mandela, president of the Afri¬ 
can National Congress, in his Christinas 
message to the nation, saw the promise 
of a brighter tomorrow’. This will be the 
last Christmas we observe under white 
nunontv rule," he said. "We start 1994 
with vigour, for it is our year of freedom." 
Alter the parliamentary session ended 


MPs had an official “team photograph" 
taken. Two members, both called van der 
Merwe. wore silty hats. Queen Victoria, 
whose statue stands implacably 
unamused in the parliament’s grounds, 
w-as unaffected even by a 60mph exam- 
pie of the howling wind that regularly 
afflicts Cape Town at Christinas. People 
dung to lamp-posts to prevent them¬ 
selves being dashed beneath the traffic 
and pons were left deserted. 

The decision to press ahead with 
passing the new constitution into law 
raker despite the fact that negotia¬ 
tions with five political groups who have 
still not accepted the transition to 
majomy role have not ended. It is still 
possible that the constitution may yei 
have to be changed before it comes into 
effect with ihe holding of the country’s 
nrst non-raciai. fully democratic general 
election on April 27. ^ 

, A •ate-night compromise between the 
ANC and the Government on one side, 
and the Freedom Alliance in which the 


PORTRAITS of a suave, 
black-haired King Sihanouk 
w the prime of fife have 
recently been replaced on pub¬ 
lic buildings here by pictures 
of an older, grey-haired figure. 
While the earlier pictures flat¬ 
tered the monarch. 71. who 
resumed the throne of Cambo¬ 
dia in September, the new 
painted portraits, which seem 
to stress his mortality, hardly 
seem to do him justice. 

Yet the state of health of 
King Sihanouk, the only fig¬ 
ure revered by all sides in 
Cambodia, and the key to 
peace and stability in a coun¬ 
try now enjoying a tenuous 
peace after 13 years of bloody 
civil war. is a subject of 
worried speculation in the 
Cambodian capital. 

The King, who re-ascended 
the throne again after 38 years 
soon after the successful UN- 
sponsored elections, is under- 



Sihanouk: stays, 
ilitical fi 


the politic 


gomg chemotherapy in Peking 
for a tumour near his prostate 
gland He said last month: 
“My death is foreseeable." 

The matter is of as much 
concern to the Khmer Rouge, 
which remains outside die 
mainstream of political fife 
here but seems to want to join 
the Government without giv¬ 
ing up any of the area it 
controls, as to its adversaries, 
a coalition of royalist and 
former Marxist parties which 
were elected in the elections 
last May. “Sihanouk’s is the 
only one the Khmer Rouge 
listens to."an envoy here said 
Though often viewed as 
exasperating by foreign gov¬ 
ernments, the King is regard¬ 
ed as the only national figure 
who can bring together Cam¬ 
bodia's former warring fac¬ 
tions, diplomats say. He is 
seen as above the bay. 

“Given the fragility of Cam¬ 
bodia’s situation, h would be a 
catastrophe If the King were 
not to survive," noted another 
Western envoy. T dread to 
think what would happen." 

The latest word about the 
King's health came from Prin¬ 
cess Bopha Devi.- the king's 
favourite daughter, who has 
just returned from seeing her 
father in Peking. “He seemed 
very strong," she told relieved 
foreign envoys at a diplomatic 
reception here. 

□ Khmer talks: Prince Noro¬ 
dom Ranariddh, the Prime 
Minister, has held secret talks 
in Bangkok with Khieu 
Samphan. of the Khmer 
Rouge, to discuss a possible 
role for the rebels in the 
Government, government 
officials reported. (Reuter) 


New York offers 
poor token relief 

From James Bone in new york 


C hristmas shoppers 
in New York now 
have a new way of 
bringing a little seasonal 
cheer to the growing troop 
of beggars on the city’s 
streets — giving them spe¬ 
cial food vouchers instead 
of small change. 

A community group has 
persuaded 17 shops on 
Manhattan’s Upper West 
Side to sell the 25-cent 
vouchers to their custom¬ 
ers. The beggars can then 
redeem the vouchers at face 
value for food and toiletries 
— but not alcohol or drugs 
— at six local supermarkets 
and a bagel shop. 

The West Side Cares 
group says the scheme will 
help to "stop feeding the 
drag dealers and start feed¬ 
ing people in need”. But it 
has already been criticised 
by some groups who work 
with the homeless. 

The voucher idea was 
pioneered in the university 
town of Berkeley, outside 
San Francisco, which has 
sold 250.000 coupons over 
the last two years. But with 
Americans increasingly 
concerned about their qual¬ 
ity of life because of increas¬ 
ing crime and homeless¬ 
ness, a number of other 
rides such as New Haven, 
Connecticut, and Portland 


in Washington state have 
also experimented with the 
voucher approach. 

The results have prompt¬ 
ed a reassessment of die 
needs of beggars. Although 
about 70 per cent of Berke¬ 
ley’s vouchers were re¬ 
deemed for food and other 
goods, in Portland only 13 
per cent are used, convinc¬ 
ing some that most panhan¬ 
dlers only really want drugs 
and alcohoL 

S ome critics say the 
voucher schemes 
merely serve to help 
Christmas scrooges to as¬ 
suage their guilty con¬ 
sciences by giving a 
pittance to those in need, 
and argue that the pro¬ 
grammes are no substitute 
for effective soda! policy. 

They predict that the 
vouchers will be traded for 
cash on the blade market, 
just as government-issued 
“food stamps" are sold by 
welfare recipients who 
want money to buy drugs. 
The New York scheme tar¬ 
gets the area around Co¬ 
lumbia University, which is 
sandwiched between the 
wealthy Upper West Side 
and the slums of Harlem. 
More than 100 vouchers 
were redeemed in the first 
few days. 
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Proposed changes 


■v - _ . 



The Government has announced its intention to 
make changes to the regulations on child support 
maintenance. These changes will be laid before 
Parliament shortly and are subject to approval. 

3will: 


• make changes to the formula used to assess child 

support maintenance, and 

• extend the arrangements for phasing in the 
way maintenance payments are made by some 
absent parents. 

CHANGES TO THE FORMULA 
The proposed changes to the formula will start 
m February 1994. People with existing child support 
maintenance assessments should not do anything 
about these changes - in February they will 
automatically have their maintenance re-assessed. 
All new child support maintenance assessments 

made after February 1994 will take account of the 
changes. 

There is no need to contact the Child 
Support Agency. 


NEW PHASING OF 
MAINTENANCE PAYMENTS 

The proposed changes to phasing may affect 
those absent parents who: 

• had an existing maintenance agreement prior to 
5 April 1993, and 

• currently support a second family. 

The proposed new phasing arrangements will 
also start early in February 1994. The Child Support 
Agency will contact those people who may be affected. 

There is no need to contact the Child 
Support Agency. 

If you would like further information, plpagp ffl] 
in the coupon and send to: CS Changes, FREEPOST 
1399, Slough SL14BU (no stamp needed). 

I---- ------___- 

CS Changes, FREEPOST 1399, Slongh SLI4BU. (IN BLOCK CAPITALS PU^SeT" 
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five groups of white right-wingers and 
Con * f ™anw black homeland leaders 
are linked on the other, yesterday set a 
neft deadline for completion of the 
negotiations. January 24 has now been 
set as the last date on which the multi- 
party negotiating council could meet to 
endorse an agreement with the alliance 
It seems, however, that like a work of 
art, a constitution is never actually 
completed: work on it just stops, it k 
suggested that if the negotiators need 

nme a multi-party accord 
should be drawn up. which bind the new 
government, that the agreed amend¬ 
ments would be made after the election. 
This would at least mean that parliament 
would not have to be recalled for a final 
session befoer the election. 

The new compromise which led to 
hopes tiiat the talking would continue, 
came after the ANC and the Government 
sonened the demand that the alliance 
accept the negotiation result, the iransi- 
non and the election, sight unseen. Now 
the alliance leaders must agree that if a 
pohucaJ deal is made they will commit 
themselves to ihe result, the transitional 
structures and me election. If they do 
that, said me weary negotiators, talks on 
substantive issues could begin right 
away. ^ 

Leading article, page 15 
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Exclusive: the American Spectator article which is rocking the presidency 

At home with the Clintons 


State troopers tell of a wife with a 


‘garbage mouth’, a boss with a string of 
mistresses and how they kept a‘Hillary 


watch’ as Clinton sated a gargantuan 


sexual appetite in cars and hotels. 


David Brock reports from Little Rock 


I n a remarkable but little- 
notioed article buried inside 
the Sunday Washington 
Post four months before the 
1992 presidential election. 
Betsey Wright, a top Clinton 
campaign aide, said she had been 
spending the better part of her 
time since the Democratic Nat¬ 
ional Convention trying to quell 
potential "bimbo eruptions". 

Through the Little Rock gossip 
mills, the campaign was tracking 
19 potential allegations that had 
surfaced in the first week following 
the convention, in addition to 
seven others that had appeared 
earlier in the year. The extensive 
effort to short-drcuit such stories. 
Ms Wright said, included the 
campaign's hiring of a private 
investigator to obtain information 
damaging to the credibility of the 
women involved. 

Ms Wright was not the first to 
talk about the campaign’s aggres¬ 
sive efforts to discredit sources and 
lobby reporters and editors to 
spike emerging news stories. Even 
the recently released documentary 
about the 1992 campaign. The War 
Room , showed George Stephano- 
pouios on the telephone on the eve 
of the election, warning a caller not 
to go public with damaging infor¬ 
mation about Clinton's private life. 

The campaign had gone on “full 
alert" when Gennifer flowers, the 
former cabaret singer, alleged in 
an interview with the Star super¬ 
market tabloid that she had car¬ 
ried on a 12-year affair with 
Clinton f Mistress Tells All. The 
Secret Love Tapes That Prove It"). 
With Hillary at his side. Clinton 
appeared on 60 Minutes to deny 
that he had ever had an affair with 
Flowers, calling her only “a friend¬ 
ly acquaintance”, but 
acknowledging unspeci¬ 
fied “wrongdoing" and 
“causing pain in my 
marriage". (Clinton nev¬ 
er contested the authen¬ 
ticity of the tapes; in fact 
he apologised to Mario 
Cuomo for a remark 
imputing Mafia ties to 
the New York Gover¬ 


nor.) 

On the Flowers tapes. 

Clinton is heard saying. 

“They can't run a story 

like this unless some- _ 

body said. "Yeah, I did it 
with him’." But aside 
from the women, there 
was another group of sources 
sought after by reporters in the 
autumn of 1992 because they were 
uniquely positioned to have first¬ 
hand knowledge of the subject: the 
dozen or so Arkansas state police 
officers assigned to the governor's 
security detail both before and 
during the presidential run. 

Under state law, these troopers 
are charged with safeguarding the 
first family of Arkansas. In prac¬ 
tice. at least during the six terms 
that Clinton held office, the troop¬ 
ers functioned as chauffeurs, but¬ 
lers. bodyguards, errand bent’s, 
and baggage handlers. They did 
everything for the Clintons, from 
receiving and placing telephone 
calls to changing bicycle tyres and 
cleaning up after Socks die cat 
(who apparently retches with 
alarming frequency). 

I spent more than 30 hours 
interviewing four state troopers 
who had worked for the Clintons 
at various lime; over the years; in 
total, their experience covered 
most of the period from early 1979. 
when Clinton first took office, to 
January 16.1993. when Clinton left 
Little Rock and flew east for his 
presidential inauguration. 

Ultimately, two of the troopers. 
Larry Patterson and Roger Pfcriy. 
decided to go on the record with 


‘We lied 
for him 
and he 
treated 
us like 
dogs’ 


the material and allow their names 
to be used in this piece. They say 
they are moved to public-spirited¬ 
ness. But as with all sources, there 
is also an element of self-interest 
and score-settling in their decision 
to speak to the media. As the 
troopers see it- Clinton behaved 
ungratefully and even rudely to¬ 
ward them after election day. “We 
lied for him and helped him cheat 
on his wile and he tr e at e d us like 
dogs." Patterson said. When one of 
the troopers asked Clinton to sign 
some photographs for his family 
after die election, he said the 
President-elect snapped: “1 don't 
have time for that s—." 

The experiences of Patterson 
and Perry show that, in addition to 
lying to the American public when 
he denied jiis relationship with 
Gennifer Flowers and claiming 
that any infidelity had occurred 
only earlier in his marriage. 
Clinton had an elaborate damage- 
control operation and for a very 
good reason: for at least a decade, 
Clinton has been prone to extra- 
mantel affairs, often more than 
one at a time, and to numerous 
one-night stands. According to the 
troopers, the clandestine sexual 
encounters occurred even after die 
presidential election and contin¬ 
ued through Clinton's final days in 
Little Rock. 

Clinton is a man of gargantuan 
appetites and enormous drive, and 
not only in relation to women. 
“When he would eat an apple”, 
said Roger Perry, a stout 6ft 2in 
chain-smoker who does not seem 
easily offended, “he would eat the 
whole thing, core. stem, and seeds. 
He would pick up a baked potato 
with his hands and eat it in two 
bites. I've never seen anything like 
it." The troopers said 
their “official” duties in¬ 
cluded facilitating Clin¬ 
ton’s cheating on his 
wife. This meant that 
on the state payroll and 
using stele time, vehi¬ 
cles and resources, they 
were instructed by Clin¬ 
ton on a regular basis to 
approach women and to 
solicit their telephone 
numbers for the gover¬ 
nor, to drive him in state 
vehicles to rendezvous 
points, to guard him 
during sexual encoun- 
1^9 ters. to secure hold 
rooms and other meet¬ 
ing places for sex. to lend Clinton 
their state cars so he could slip 
away and visit women, and to help 
Clinton cover up his activities by 
keeping tabs on Hillary's where¬ 
abouts and lying to his wife about 
her husband’s whereabouts. 

While rumours of extramarital 
dalliances have surrounded many 
presidents in this century, the scale 
of Clinton’s past indiscretions, if it 
has been sustained in the White 
House, as has been widely 
rumoured, would appear to far 
exceed that of any of his predeces¬ 
sors. with the possible exception of 
John Kennedy. 

As the troopers saw it the 
Clintons' relationship is an effect¬ 
ive political partnership, more a 
business relationship than a mar¬ 
riage. They described Bill as the 
public face, the communicator, the 
conciliator, a man who likes to be 
liked and even talked with them 
about his “star" qualities. “One 
time we got to talking while I was 
driving him back from a political 
event and he said. “You know. l*m 
going to have to stay in politics 
now. because I'm too old to be a 
movie star'." Patterson recalled. 

During his 12 years as governor. 
Hinton had a full household staff, 
including several cooks and a 
babysitter cm the premises paid for 



by the state, not to mention several 
inmates from Arkansas prisons 
who worked gratis as gardeners 
and handymen on the grounds. 
(They woe also made to provide 
free labour on the Little Rock home 
of the Rodhams. Hillary'S par¬ 
ents.) The Clintons owned no 
property, and the state rented Bill 
the Lincoln town car in which he 
was driven. Throughout his ten¬ 
ure, Clinton was careful to fly 
coach-class into and out of Little 
Rock; but during the rest of his 
itinerary, he insisted on flying 
first-class. 

The troopers were closer to Bill 
than to Hillary Clinton, who in 
their . revelations comes off as 
unflatteringly one-dimensional. 
The troopers chauffeured Clinton 
on a daily basis and were privy to 
his every move. Hillary, on the 
other hand, kept her distance, 
preferring to speak through Bfil or 
some other third party, possibly 
because she disdained their role in 
facilitating his philandering. 

FTOm their direct observations 
Patterson and Perry said that they 
believe that Hillary is more ob¬ 
sessed than Bill with his political 
fortunes. She expressed rids con¬ 
cern, as she did almost everything, 
in language that makes the Water¬ 
gate tapes sound like a Sunday 
school lesson. “I remember one 
time when Bill had been quoted in 
the morning paper saying some¬ 
thing she didn't like." Patterson 
said. “1 came into the mansion and 
he was standing at the top of the 
stairs and she was sanding at the 
bottom screaming. She has a 
garbage mouth on her. I went into 
the kitchen and the cook. Miss 
Emma, turned to me and said The 
devil's in that woman’." 

“She hated Arkansas. She would 
always say how 'backward* the 
state was," Perry said. One trooper 
told PeiTy that Hillary forbade 
him to speak when he accompa¬ 
nied her cm a trip to Washington 
because, as she put it. he “sounded 
like a hick from Arkansas'.” 

Over the years, the troopers 
claim to have seen Bill Clinton in 
compromising situations with doz¬ 
ens of women. They alleged their 
assistance in the activities ranged 
from wiping make-up off his shirt 
collar, to standing “Hillary watch" 


while Clinton cavorted, to arrang¬ 
ing sex sessions in hold rooms and 
parking lots, to sneaking women 
into the governor's mansion while 
Hillary and Chelsea slept 

As the troopers described the 
situation, the scale of Hinton’s 
extramarital activities increased 
alter he won election to a second 
term in 1982. When Perry returned 
to security duty at the mansion in 
the late 1980s. other troopers 
regaled him with tales of Clinton’s 
affairs in the 1982-1987 period. 
During the last five years of 
Hinton'S governorship, while Pat¬ 
terson worked at the residence, he 
said he gained first-hand know¬ 
ledge that Hinton was involved 
with a group of little Rock women 
—regular mistresses or girlfriends 
— numbering about half a dozen. 

According to Patterson, the long¬ 
term mistresses since 1987, in 
addition to Gennifer Flowers, in¬ 
cluded a staffer in Clinton’s office, 
an Arkansas lawyer Clinton ap¬ 
pointed to a judgeship, 
the wife of a prominent 
judge, a local reporter, 
an employee at Arkan¬ 
sas Power and light, 
and a cosmetics sales 
derk at a little Rock 
department store. They 
ranged in age from their 
early 30s to their early 
40s. According to both 
Patterson and Perry, 
throughout the period of 
their employment at the 
governor's residence, 

Hinton visited one of 
these women, either in 
the early morning or the 
late evening, or one of 
them came to the residence to see 
him. at least two or three times a 
week. 

Clinton also had a series of brief 
affairs and one-time encounters 
from 1987 through early 1993 of 
which the troopers had direct 
knowledge. He often met women 
at social functions in Little Rode or 
on the road. Sometimes he would 
even use troopers as intermediar¬ 
ies. sending them off with mes¬ 
sages and outright propositions to 
women to retire to back rooms, 
hotel rooms, or offices with him. 

One of the troopers told the story 
of how Clinton had eyed a woman 


That 
Clinton 
woman 
has got 
the Devil 
in her’ 


at a reception at the Excelsior 
Hotel in downtown Little Rock. 
According to the trooper, who told 
the story to both Patterson and 
Berry as well, Hinton asked him to 
approach the woman, whom the 
trooper remembered wily as Pau¬ 
la, tell her how attractive the 
governor thought she was. and 
take her to a room in the hotel 
where Clinton would be waiting. 
As the troopers explained it. the 
standard procedure in a case like 
this was for one of them to inform 
the hotel that the governor needed 
a room for a short time because he 
was expecting an important call 
from the White House. (Not a 
terribly plausible story during the 
Reagan and Bush years, but it 
seemed to work like a charm with 
hotel clerks in Arkansas.) 

Patterson — tell and trim, with 
the upright demeanour and dose- 
ly-cropped hair of a military officer 
— recalled another example he 
witnessed late in the evening on 

_ the night after Clinton’s 

disastrous speech to the 
1988 Democratic con¬ 
vention. “Norman Lear 
gave us a suite of offices 
in a building next to the 
CNN building where 
the governor and his 
staff were working. 
Sandy Berger (a long¬ 
time Clinton adviser 
and now deputy nat¬ 
ional security adviser) 
had flown in to write the 
speedr. The day after. 
Clinton spent the day 
‘spinning’ the press. 
Well, that night, when 
we finished, we went 
back to the offices around mid¬ 
night and a young lady of about 30 
or 32 [name withheld!, whom the 
governor had just met at the 
convention, was there to meet us. 
He took her back in a private 
office, closed the door, and stayed 
in there for an hour or so while I 
waited to take him back to the 
Marriott where he and Hillaiy 
were staying." 

According to the troopers, Clin¬ 
ton often visited his regular Little 
Rock girlfriends in the early morn¬ 
ing, during what were ostensibly 
long jogs. "He would jog out of the 
mansion grounds very early most 


mornings and then we would go 
pick him up at a McDonald's at 
7th Street and Broadway.” Patter¬ 
son said. “When we picked him 
up, half the time he would be 
covered in sweat and the other half 
of the time there wouldn't be a 
drop of sweat on him, even in the 
middle of July in Little Rock. 
Sometimes I'd ask him. ‘Haw far 
did you run today governor?’ And 
he would say, ‘Five miles’. I’d tell 
him there must be something 
wrong with his sweat glands 
because he didn't have a drop of 
sweat on him. He’d say. ‘I can’t 
fool you guys, can IT." 

As the troopers recounted 
events, several times a month in 
time late evening. Clinton would 
leave the residence in a stare car 
borrowed from one of the troopers. 
“We were told to keep our cars 
clean for this purpose," said Perry. 
A few minutes after the lights 
clicked off in bedroom. Clinton 
would get out of bed and “go out 
for a drive”, leaving instructions at 
die guard house that if Hillary 
woke up. he was to be alerted on 
his cellular phone. On more than a 
dozen occasions since 1987, Patter¬ 
son said he saw one of the troopers* 
cars parked outside one particular 
girlfriend’s apartment as he drove 
borne after being relieved from his 
shift at die mansion at midnight 
The woman lived just a few doors 
from Patterson on Shadow Oaks 
in Sherwood, on the outskirts of 
Little Rode. 

The troopers also drove Clinton 
late in the evening to various 
women’s homes and waited for 

hours for him to _ 

emerge. They became 
expert at parking unob¬ 
trusively. by backing 
into driveways and the 
like Patterson recalled 
that the first time he 
parked in this manner 
outside die home of the 
Hinton staffer in 1987. 
where he sat from mid¬ 
night until about 
430am waiting on the 
governor, Clinton con¬ 
gratulated him on his 
stealthiness- “He told 
me it was our responsi¬ 
bility to cover his ass so 
he wouldn’t get in trou¬ 
ble" Patterson sakL 

By all accounts, whenever Clin¬ 
ton returned to the residence after 
one of these encounters, he went to 
the bathroom in the troopers’ 
guard house.’ where he washed up 
before entering the main house. 

During the day. when Hillaiy 
was in town but not at home, and 
Hinton wanted privacy in the 
residence with a woman, the 
troopers said, they were instructed 
to buzz him on the intercom as 
soon as Hillary’s car approached 
the front gate of the compound. 
When Hillary was out of toWh, the 
troopers remembered innumera¬ 
ble occasions when Bill would not 
hesitate to seize the opportunity to 
entertain women at all hours of the 
day and night clearing them 
through tiie gates for what the 
troopers said he called a “personal 
tour of the mansion". 

After the presidential election, 
Hinton instructed tile troopers to 
dear women through the outer 
Secret Service blockade on the 
street by falsely indentifying them 
as staff, or as cousins of the 
troopers. Shortly before the Clin¬ 
tons left Little Rock for Washing¬ 
ton. Perry said one of the troopers 
told him that he had arranged for 
one woman to arrive at the 
governor’s mansion at 5.15am, 
dressed in a trench coat and a 
baseball cap at Clinton’s instruc¬ 
tion. The trooper told Perry he had 
told the Secret Service that she was 
“staff coming in very early". 
Hinton had arranged for the 
trooper to bring the woman 
through a basement door, which 
opened into a games room, where 
Hinton was waiting. According to 
Perry, the trooper said he was 

instructed to stand at the top of the 

stairs and to alert Clinton if 
Hillary woke up. 

Over time, each mistress was 
assigned a particular trooper 
whose job it was to call her and 
find out when she could see Bill at 


her home, drive her to various 
events where Bill was appearing, 
and deliver gifts to her. 

When speaking to the troopers 
about these liaisons. Clinton was 
usually quite circumspect but on 
some occasions he inexplicably 
permitted himself to be caught in 
flagrante delicto. More than once, 
Patterson said, he stood guard and 
witnessed the department store 
clerk performing oral sex on Bill m 
a parked car, including in the 
parking lot of Chelsea’s elemen¬ 
tary school, and on the grounds of 
fiie governor’s mansion. “Later he 
told me that he had researched the 
subject in the Bible and oral sex 
isn’t considered adultery.” 

Hillary apparently was aware of 
BiD *5 hanky-panky, at least in 
general terms. Patterson recalled 
one Sunday afternoon in the late 
1980s when he heard Hillary 
complain to Bill in highly colourful 
language about their inadequate 
sex life. 

“Even though she knew what 
was going on. he would hide it 
becau se he didn’t want the con¬ 
frontation,” Perry said. Clinton did 
get caught every once in a while. 
Generally a heavy sleeper. Hillary 
once woke up in the middle of the 
night, flicked on the bedroom 
light, and called down to the guard 
house looking for Bill. “The sorry 
damn son of a bitch!" she ex¬ 
claimed when told the governor 
had gone out for a drive. Perry 
grabbed die cellular phone and 
told him to get back to the 
residence fast "He started saying 
‘Oh god, god. god What did you 
tell her? 1 .” Perry re¬ 
called When Clinton 
arrived soon after. Hil¬ 
lary was waiting bn the 
kitchen where, not unex¬ 
pectedly. a wild scream¬ 
ing match ensued 
When Perry entered the 
kitchen after the dust 
had settled the room 
was a wreck, with a 
cabinet door kicked off 
its hinges. 

Another fight ensued 
on the Clintons’ final 
day in Little Rock, ac¬ 
cording to Patterson. 
Hinton asked him to 
bring one of his women 
friends to the send-off ceremony at 
the airport before he departed for 
Washington. “When ! got there 
with [the judge’s wife], Hillaiy 
turned to me and said. “What the f- 
- do you think you’re doing? I 
know who that whore is. I know 
what she’s doing here. Get her out 
of here." Clinton was standing 
right there. I looked at him and he 
just shrugged his shoulders, so 1 
took her out of there and dropped 
her at the Holiday Inn Center 
City." 

According to Peny, Clinton told 
him in 1990 that he was consider¬ 
ing not running for reflection in 
Arkansas because he feared his 
history of womanising would be 
exposed. As it happened, during 
that years campaign, Larry Nich¬ 
ols a disgruntled former state 
employee, filed a lawsuit Unking 
Hinton to five named women and 
making the unsubstantiated 
charge that he had been fired as 
part of an attempted cover-up 
involving a secret fund used to 
facilitate Clinton's trysts. The suit 
was reported in Arkansas, but 
neither the precise nature of the 
allegations nor the women’s 
names were mentioned. 

On the Flowers tapes, after 
telling Flowers “if they ever hit you 
with it just say ‘no’ and go on" 
Hinton had said he would be free 
and clear on the womanising issue 
so long as “they don’t have 
pictures". In a conversation in the 
kitchen of the governor’s mansion 
after Rowers went public, Clinton 
asked one of the troopers for 
advice on how to handle the 
situation. Clinton said that without 
photos, nothing could be proved. 
“I told him. Then lie your ass off*," 
the trooper . said, and Clinton 
apparently did. 

• This arude appears in the January 
“E* th * American Spectator, for 
which David Brock is an investigative 


Spectator, 


‘She knew 
what was 
going on, 
but he 
would still 
hide it’ 
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’Find out with The Times, and read about 
the complexities of some classic whiskies of the 
world. You can also enjoy a complimentary taste 
in the New Year, 

ENJOY A TASTE WITH 
THE yffi&TlMES 

Could it be Aberiour - a classic Speyside single 
malt from the Highlands? Or might you well warm 
to the magical mysteries of whiskey with an ‘e* - a 
Jameson Irish? 

Then again, perhaps Wild Turkey, a genuine 
Kentucky bourbon, will hit the right spot... it's all a 
question of taste. 

Simply collect three bottle tokens from The Times 
and a celebratory taste of either Aberiour, Jameson 
or Wild Turkey will be with you in the New Year. 
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“Never steal another man's 
wife and never water another 
man's whiskey" - that's how 
seriously they take their whiskey 
in Ireland. 

It's whiskey with an ’£' - not 
Scotch, that spells pleasure for 
the Irish, especially when enjoyed 
with stories, ballads and endless 
toasts In any one of the country's 
11,000 pubs. 

Unlike Scotch, with Irish 
Whiskey the malted barley fs 
dried in dosed kilns, and distilled 
three times in both pot and 
column stills. The result is a 
smoother and less smoky taste, 
which Dr. Johnson described as 
being “particularly distinguished 



favourite v Irish.’. ... 

Its home tows bjT -U, 
’Jamey\ tradittoa^ 
with no fee, but just a riasb 
water, is a testament. to.;ti 
ultimate smoothness oi whisk 
with an’E*. 
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Ifegjgfe ctious truth about the first Christmas ... mechanical pain relief... secrets of low cholesterol 

Family ties 

TUP d;.i-- ~ __ 


THE Bishop of Dur- tr- ■ - 
ham may have his ™nsr 

doubts about the na- Ws£S 

nvity. but for most KSs. 

church people it is a HSk 

tenet of their faith. Wi : ~ 

Whatever theolo- MMsi 

gians think about the 
cowshed as labour ■£§? 

ward, doctors can be H 

united in their cer- Mri 

tainty that the infant MEJ 

Christ survived a BRJJ 

most unhealthy envi- _ 

ronrnent as he en- ~ 

tered the world. Dr 1 

The pool of infec- StUi 

non. viral and bacte¬ 
rial. increases when ~— 

giere is mass migration, as ar the 
first Christmas, but Mary and her 
mfant would have had to contend 
with a host of animal-bom dis- 
cases ranging from listeria to 
tetanus, as well as the hazards of 
infection from the crowds milling 
about the over-booked inn. 


MEDICAL 

BRIEFING 

-- 

Dr Thomas 
Stuttaford 


- r _ The Christmas edi- 

.'7M tion of the British 

: 9 Medical Journal 

J does not probe the 

HR . . J microbiology of the 

' "-M cowshed but does 

’ V obliquely question 

■ the standards of hy- 

of the British 
-=—labour ward, where 
ICAL *he strict discipline of 

criwrr’ the operating theatre 

is not observed. 

- -In particular, the 

omac BMJ concentrates on 

the bacterial con- 
irora lamination of the ob- 

- - stetridan’s tie. Jesus's 

immune system may 
well have had to contend with the 
stable cat’s toxoplasmosis, but at 
least he did not have a tie laden . 
with enterococcus faecatis and i 
staphylococci waving in his lace. 

Research workers from Liver¬ 
pool University, led by Charles 
Kingsland, a consultant gynaecol- 



Tied down: an infection trap 

agist, and Professor Charles Hart, 
professor of medical biology, have 
studied the bacteria growing on 
the ties of 15 senior hospital 
obstetricians working at hospitals 
in the Midlands, Wales and north¬ 


ern England. Broader statistics 
show that 15 per cent of all doctors 
do not wear a white coat in the 
labour ward, and none of the 15 
doctors interviewed wore the tradi¬ 
tional doctor's tie pin, so useful in 
preventing the tie falling into the 
highly contaminated areas 
gynaecologists examine. 

Liverpool workers thought that 
the danger of the bacteria-uden tie 
might be overcome if doctors wore 
a Bow tie, and comparative re¬ 
search showed that bow ties 
become contaminated less quickly 
than ordinary ties, but by die end 
of the third day of wearing a tie. 
there was no difference in the 
levels of contamination. 

As the labouring mother ad¬ 
mires her consultant obstetrician's 
designer tie. she can take seme 
comfort that the Liverpool micro¬ 
biologists discovered that al¬ 
though bacteria were found on 
seven out of 12 of their bow ties, 
and ten out of 12 of the convention¬ 
al ties after the first day’s wear, 
none of the bacteria were “poten¬ 
tially highly pathogenic": in lay¬ 
man’s terms, the bugs on the tie 
are not very dangerous. 


One in the eye 




LAST Christmas, 

Dr Alexander 
Macdonald, who 
practises in Bris¬ 
tol and London, 
became a patient 
himself after he 
dived too enthusi¬ 
astically into the Christmas tree to 
retrieve a present and spiked his 
eye on a pine needle. 

Every year casualty officers 
expea to see a few eyes damaged 
by holly spikes and needles. Dr 
Macdonald went to the Bristol eye 
hospital where he received appro¬ 
priate first aid treatment, and he 
was warned that his eye would be 
so painful for two or three days 
that work would be impossible. 

Dr Macdonald has a particular 
interest in pain control and with a 
colleague. Dr Tiro Coates, a zoo¬ 
logist, has studied alleviation of 
pain by electronic means. 

Dr Macdonald and Dr Coates 
have together designed a machine 
which a small trial has suggested j 
gives considerably greater, and 


more prolonged, relief of pain than 
ffiat obtained by giving electrical 
impulses by the transelectrical 
nerve stimulation system. TENS, 
which received considerable pub¬ 
licity a few years ago. One of the 
disadvantages of TENS is that the 
pain relief is very short-lived. 

The Macdonald/Coates mach¬ 
ine provides transcutaneous spi¬ 
nal electro-analgesia by supplying 
quite painless impulses to the skin 
over two different, appropriate, 
levels of the spine. These impulses 
block the sensation erf pain which 
has been carried along the periph¬ 
eral nerves, and unlike the TENS 
machine, the effect is prolonged. 

Dr Macdonald’s Christmas last 
year was better than casualty had 
anticipated. When returning 
home, he applied his machine to 
two points over his neck. 

The excruciating pain want 
immediately, the eye ceased to 
water, he was able to rejoin the 
family festivities and he returned 
to work after the holiday. His 
machine is now undergoing dini- ' 
cal trials in various units, and 
scientific testing at Sheffield 
University. , 


Prime cuts 


JOHN ARCHER’S organic pork 
has revolutionised the Ambridge 
Christmas: nobody is buying 
Grundy turkey. Even though John 
Archer’s pork must be rich in 
cholesterol, this has not disturbed 
the Ambridge residents. 

The British Medical Journal 
reports that a Southampton Univ¬ 
ersity study has provided another 
clue into the mystery why many, 
probably most people can eat 
their pork without danger, while a 
minority readily develop a high 
level of cholesterol. 

Recent laboratory tests on more 
than 200 53-year-olds, who had 
their infant weights and measure¬ 
ments carefully recorded, has 
shown that there is a relationship 
between being thin at birth and 
later developing raised cholesterol. 
Babies with rounded tummies and 
well-developed livers may in later 
life be able to eat the Archer pork 
with impunity, while those with 
small infant livers may. even in 
adult life, be less able to break 
down cholesterol safely. 
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f LA sS We are fast becoming a nation of couch potatoes, Nigel Hawkes on the battle to get Britain moving 
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I f gold medals were 
awarded for sitting 
around and doing very 
little, the British would 
have few challengers. 

Only three out of ten men 
and two out of ten women are 
doing as much exercise as they 
should, according to the first 
national fitness survey, pub¬ 
lished earlier this year. Asked 
to walk at a moderate speed up 
a one in twenty slope, a third 
of men and two thirds of 
women couldn’t manage it 
without rests. “This is not so 
good," says Nick Cavifl, of the 
Health Education Authority, 
with polite understatement 
The fitness study did not 
include children, but the evi¬ 
dence is that idleness sets in at 
about the age of 12 or 13. One 
study showed that over a third 
of adolescent beys and half of 
girls did not experience a 
single ten-minute episode of 
even moderate physical activi¬ 
ty in a three-day period. Girls 
are significantly more likely to 
be inactive than boys. 


The Health Department has 
set up a new working party, 
under the Heahh of die Nation 
initiative, to decide how to get 
the nation off its bottom. The 
first job will be to define 
targets — which might be, for 
example, increasing the pro¬ 
portion of people wnowalk at 
least a mile a day — and then 
to devise methods of achieving 
those targets. Those who al¬ 
ready quail at Virginia 
Bottomley idling them not to 
smoke or eal fat will-have to 
face tite prospect of her sug¬ 
gesting in that bedpan voice 
that they ought to get off the 
bus a stop earlier and walk. 


A D this comes cot a 
minute too soon, 
says Dr Roger 
Whitehead, Director 
of the Medical Reseach Coun¬ 
cil’s Dunn Nutrition Centre at 
Cambridge. “The British are 
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incredibly inactive. Food in¬ 
take has fallen by a quarter 
since the early 1970s, but 
obesity has actually increased. 
That can only mean that the 
energy we expend has fallen 
even faster." The reasons are 
simple, be suggests: labour- 
saving machinery, growing 
use of the car, and less 
strenuous jobs. 

A new method for measur¬ 
ing energy used backs up Dr 
Whitehead’s view. By drink¬ 
ing a glass of water containing 
two stable isotopes — oxygen- 
18 and deuterium — and then 
measuring the amount of 
these isotopes in the urine, a 
precise figure can be put on 
the energy expended- This is 
possible because while deute¬ 
rium (a form of hydrogen) is 
eliminated from the body as 
water, oxygen-18 disappears 
both as water and as carbon 
dioxide, a product of 
metabolism. 

By measuring the amounts 
of each isotope in the urine 
and comparing them with file 
amount ingested, it is possible 
to calculate the amount of car¬ 
bon dioxide produced, and 
hence the energy expended. 
Dr Andy Cowan, at the Dunn, 
has used the method to mea¬ 
sure energy expenditure in 


Put some 
action 
back into 
your life 


groups from’ British pension¬ 
ers to laciatmg mothers in The 
Gambia. At one extreme lie 
the Antarctic explorers Sir 
Ranulph Fiennes and Dr 
Mike Stroud, who used file 
method to measure how much 
energy they used walking 
across the continent. {They 
found the urine bottles useful 
as chessmen to pass the time 
in their tent.) 

The results show that Dr 
Stroud expended a prodigious 
8.000 calories a day, and Sir 


Ranulph, a bigger man, even 
more. This, Dr Stroud points 
out is double the energy of 
riders in the Tour de France. 
To eat enough to provide this 
many calories would have 
meant each man consuming 
three-quarters of a kilo of 
butter a day in addition to all 
the rations they did eat. As it 
was. they got home a lot 
thinner than they set out 
The majority of sedentary 
Britons lie at the other ex¬ 
treme, expending barely any 


more calories than are needed 
to keep their bodies ticking 
over — known as the basal 
metabolic rate (BMR). While 
Dr Stroud and Sir Ranulph 
were operating at four to five 
times BMR. and Gambian 
mothers two times BMR. Brit- 
ish women typically dock in at 
L4 tiroes BMR. 

Tbe implications are dear. 
Our energy demands are now 
so modest that it is almost im¬ 
possible to eat three meals a 
day without exceeding them, 
and putting on weight. "Eat¬ 
ing less and less is absolutely 
unhelpfuL We've reached a 
stage where it's difficult to eat 
any less, the only answer is to 
do more," says Dr Whitehead. 

In addition, there is a dear 
link between exercise and 
longevity. “A lot of evidence 
over the past 20-30 years has 
found that inactive people 
have about double the risk of 
heart disease," says Mr CaviU. 
"The difference is roughly the 
same as smoking a pack of 
cigarettes a day." 

The most recent American 
data comes from the Institute 
for Aerobics Research at Dal- 
las, Texas. After studying 1 
40,000 subjects for an average ! 
of eight years, scientists that? 
found that unfit people had 


two-and-a-half times the risk 
of early death than fit ones. 
The benefits are even greater 
for those who smoke or suffer 
high blood pressure or high 
cholesterol levels. 


T his means that exer¬ 
cise can actually offset 
other risk factors that 
may be harder to 
controL Somebody with two or 
three risk factors for heart 
disease but who is physically 
fit has a 1.7 times smaller risk 
than an unfit person with no 
risk factors. Exercise is also 
protective against low back 
pain and osteoporosis, and 
helps to improve mood and 
self-esteem. 

Rushing into it could be a 
mistake, however. American 
work published in the New 
England Journal of Medicine 
shows that heavy exertion can 
trigger heart attacks. The risk 




of an attack in the hour after 
heavy exertion Is increased by 
more than 100 times in those 
who do no regular exercise. 
The risks fall proportionately 
with the amount of regular 
exercise done. 

What counts is not intensity, 
but regularity. The secret, Mr 
Cavil] believes, is to get away 
from the old image of sweat 
and Elliman’s Rub. Exercise 
doesn’t, he says, mean don¬ 
ning Lycra and pumping iron. 
"What we want is to persuade 
many people to be active at a 
moderate level — not sport 
and gym, but walking, playing 
with their children in the park 
cycling to work. * 

“The activity has been taken 
out of our lives. We may feel 
frantically busy, but most of 
fie time we’re rushing only to 
get in the car. What people 
should do is take a purposeful 
walk, perhaps at lunchtime, or 
get off the Underground a stop 
sooner and walk. Thty say 
they haven’t got time, but 
that’s an excuse." 








Taming the demon drink 


M ost of us will drink more 
alcohol in the next ten days 
than we normally do. Many 
will endure file miseries of a hangover 
sometime between now and the grey 
dawn of January 3. Maybe we will be 
better able to cope with the demands of 
fitis annual gastric endurance race if we 
understand a little more about what 
alcohol does to our bodies. 

Contary to what temperance cam¬ 
paigners have argued, alcohol is no 
cultural import like tobacco, caffeine or 
cocaine — it is a drug which has been 
around as long as the human race has 
been cm two tegs. So intimate is our 
species’ connection with alcohol, in fact, 
that the human liver produces an 
enzyme — alcohol dehydrogenase — 
whose only known purpose is to break 
down alcohol 

But wbai actually happens to us when 
we knock bade that pre-Christmas 
dinner glass of champagne? At first, the 
alcohol drops from mouth to stomach 
and about TO per cent goes straight into 
the bloodstream through fits stomach 
walls. This is what gives a drink-its 
initial "bite", and champagne delivers 
this bite better than most drinks, 
because the bubbles transport the 
alcohol more quickly into the blood. The 
remaining 80 per cent flows into the 
small intestine and is absorbed into 
the bloodstream chemically virtually 
unchanged. 

If you have starved yourself in 
preparation for Christmas dinner, the 
alcohol hits your blood more quickly, 
and in the process can irritate the 
unprotected stomach. waJL Do this too 
much and you can bring on gastritis, 
especially if you take aspirin at the same 
time. Protein-rich foods such as milk, 
meat or eggs are the best defence against 

tiiis type of stomach infl ammatio n 
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As winter closes in, the 3.5 million refugeesfrom 
former Yugoslavia face unimaginable hardship and 
suffering. Now, more than ever, there is a desperate 
need for housing, medicine and food. Please help- 
Give what you can as soon as you can. to 
Channel 4's Bosnian Refugee Appeal. The Rbfogee 
Council will distribute funds to chanties working 
there and In Britain. 

CAFOD • Christian Aid • Help the Aged • Oxfem 
Save the Children • The Refugee Council 
Credit card donations: 

0817521919 

Or send cheque or postal order to: 

Bosnian Refugees, Room TM2, PO Box 4000, 
London W3 6XJ 
Chatty Rafl. No. 1014576 


lan Robertson on 

how to enjoy yourself 
over the holiday and 
avoid that hangover 

Once into the blood the alcohol 
circulates and leaves no organ unaffect¬ 
ed. The liver gradually breaks it down 
using its designer enzyme, alcohol 
dehydrogenase, at the rate of around 
one glass of wine (or a small measure of 
spirits) each hour. Gradually the alcohol 
is converted into acetaldehyde — a 
poison which is quickly turned into 
vinegar — acetic and. The vinegar in 
turn bums up to water and carbon 
dioxide to give energy-producing 
calories. 

T his poisonous by-product acetal¬ 
dehyde is one reason why we feel 
01 with a hangover. Another is the 
"dry horrors" — dehydration caused by 
the diuretic effects of alcohol. This is 
why several large glasses of water 
before going to sleep win lower the 
chances of next-day misery. 

A third cause of hangovers is the 
presence of “congeners" in the alcoholic 
drink. Congeners include colouring and 
other chemiraJ impurities: the European 
Union, for instance, permits 27 additives 
to be included in wines without them 
being declared on labels, and the more 
of such congeners there are in your 
drink the more likely you are to feel ill in 
the morning. Generally speaking, the 
darker and sweeter the beverage, the 
more likely it is to produce a hangover, 
red wines tend to be worse than white, 
brandy worse than vodka and so on. 
finally, some hangover symptoms are 


simply caused by tiredness. Alcohol 
depresses refreshing sleep — rapid eye 
movement (REM) steep—and thus even 
though you may have slept for the 
normal length of time, you probably 
have had very little proper restful sleep. 

But the best policy is not to get a 
hangover in the first place. Here are 
some tips for keeping your drinking 
under control during mis party season: 

• Keep a tally 

A lot of people drink more than they 
should without: realising iL This means 
avoiding top-ups of half-full glasses, 
counting each drink and estimating the 
number of units in the large measure of 
spirits which you have just beat poured. 
One unit equals one glass of wine, a pub 
measure of spirits or a half pint of beer. 

• Become a connoisseur 

As your blood alcohol level rises, the 
capacity to discriminate fine wines, 
ports and whiskies falls roughly in 
proportion to your ability to drive a car 
safely. A fine wine should be savoured, 
and slow drinking means a lower 
hangover risk. 

• Drink “spacers" 

Matty drinks are drunk simply because 
they are there. The social lubricant 
effects of alcohol are also partly the 
result of expectations as much as of the 
chemical properties of the drug. You 
may not feel any different if you 
intersperse non-alcoholic "spacers" in 
between alcoholic drinks at a party. 
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if you hold your drink in your hand at 
tite party, you will drink more quickly 
than if you put it down on a neighbour¬ 
ing table. Etoing this wifl also lessen the 
risk of spilling daret over your host's 
trousers. 

mlan Robertson is co-author of Left Drink 
to Your Health, published ky the British 
Psychological Society. Leicester. 
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Janet Daley 



■ Religious truth, by very nature, 
cannot be verified. Indeed this is the 
appeal of metaphysics 


C ontrary to popular 
perception, the Right 
Rev David Jenkins, 
i Bishop of Durham, does 
believe in God. Or at least 
he believes that he believes 
in God. Just what that belief 
consists of is the mystery, to 
fact, the word "mystery" is 
at the heart of the problem 
about the nature — indeed, 
the existence — of the Bish¬ 
op of Durham's belief. And 
l am not talking here about 
disputes over the historical 
details of the Christmas 
story into which the good 
bishop has flung himself 
with such public relations 
acumen. 

Whether Jesus was actu¬ 
ally born in a stable in 

Bethlehem and precisely 
what the taxation policies of 
Rome were toward the Jews 
which may or may not have 
necessitated the possible 
journey of Mary and Joseph 
are genuinely trivial points 
whidi should be of interest 
only to scholars engrossed 
in the minutiae of biblical 
history. Anyone educated in 
Christian theology would be 
aware of the obvious dis¬ 
crepancies between the Gos¬ 
pels and the academic 
inaccuracies of the popu¬ 
lar account of Christ's birth. 

It is what the _ 


bishop concludes 
from those dis- Hisi 

crepandes and 
inaccuracies — SCIC 

not his awareness 
of them — which v “r 

makes him so re- : c rni 

markable. For in- 1S ™ 

stead of seeing (as Q^t 0 

most of his less 
controversial col¬ 
leagues presumably do) that 
historical veracity is not at 
the heart of religious belief, 
he appears to think that it is 
of the essence. “We have got 
to make ft dear that {the 
nativity) is symbolic." he 
says, adding with some 
urgency: “that it is actually 
mythical." Symbolic of 
what? And dear to whom? 
To the lay churchgoer, the 
aaender of school nativity 
plays, the believer and 
would-be believer in the 
street? Presumably. 

And why is it so impor¬ 
tant for the populace to 
be disabused of what the 
bishop sees — wrongly and 
pairorasingty, I think — as 
naive trust in the literal 
truth of the Christmas 
story? The only reason for 
this that I can find is that he 
thinks that religious belief 
ought to be verifiable, or at 
least, not falsifiable; that 
religion has no right to ask 
anyone to accept any tenet 
for which there is no evi¬ 
dence or on which the 
existing evidence is conflict¬ 
ing. But this, it seems to me 
as a sympathetic outsider, is 
precisely what religion is 
entitled to demand. 

If the Bishop of Durham 
confined his comments to 
the obvious flaws in the 
historical New Testament 
story, his objections would 
be merely philistine. What 
is more serious is his 
application of the same 
flat-footed misapprehension 
about the importance of 
literal proof to all the central 
doctrines of his own faith: 
the virgin birth, the resur¬ 
rection, and the afterlife. All 
of which together constitute 


His idea of 
scientific 
veracity 
is quaintly 
out of date 


not incidental or colourful 
bits of populist Illustration, 
but the essential structure of 
what constitutes Christian 
belief; Which is not to say— 
as the bishop presumably 
thinks one would have to — 
that they are scientifically 
true. 

Something that is not 
“scientifically true" is not 
necessarily “false”: it may 
be “not susceptible to scien¬ 
tific explanation". Which is 
exactly what religion was 
always assumed to be. long 
before the conceits of mod¬ 
em theologians, who think 
they are being modem by 
debunking any belief not 
based on provable fact For 
the greatest irony in all 
this is that the bishop is 
attempting to bring Chris¬ 
tianity into the 23th century 
by imposing on it ideas of 
scientific veracity which are 
quaintly out of date. 

The notion of reality as 
consisting of indisputable 
abjective feds which can 
be apprehended in clear- 
cut, definitive ways has al¬ 
most entirely disappeared 
from modem science. 
Quantum physics actually 
says that events are al¬ 
tered by being observed: 
that the world is not com- 

_ posed of neutral 

“feds” but of | 
eaof a flux which is 
defined only by 
tific our • perceptions 

. of ft. Which 

makes a wish to 
establish the fac- 
tua) basis of reli- 
date gious belief seem 

_____ not just irrelevant 

but perverse. 

The question that ought 
to interest any apologist 
for religion who is troub¬ 
led tty what he thinks of 
as modem science is this: 
why is it that virtually 

every known society has 
expressed a longing for 
metaphysical beliefs, a need 
to construct a cosmic expla¬ 
nation which depicts the 
human condition as some¬ 
thing more than the ticking 
over of mechanical appar¬ 
atus? Since there is no bio¬ 
logical or evolutionary need 
for such a system of be¬ 
liefs, why are they such a 
universal feature of human 
existence? 


T he language in which 
these beliefs are ex¬ 
pressed must always 
be different from the lan¬ 
guage of physical reality, 
because by definition what 
is aspired to is something 
that transcends the physi¬ 
cal. The disjunction be¬ 
tween the materia] world 
(and its history) and spiritu¬ 
al belief is not a weakness 
that religion needs to re¬ 
dress: it is what religion 
is about 

To remove what is mys¬ 
terious. unverifiable and 
properly otherworldly from 
religion is not to modernise 
it but to dismantle it utterly: 
to reduce it to a purely 
intellectual argument re¬ 
quiring convincing evidence 
to substantiate it What is 
left is not a purer faith, but 
the unsatisfactory I-know- 
not-what of rationalist 
discontent 

On that note, may I wish 
all my readers a very happy 
Christmas. 
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Consenting adulterers? 


A merica does not know what 
to think about adultery: this 
will not make it any easier 
tor President Clinton to deal 
with the new charges against him. 
There are still millions of American 
puritans, not least in states such as 
Arkansas, who keep the old Protes¬ 
tant faith. For them, adultery is what 
it was to the first settlers in New 
England, a crime against God and 
man. In die mid 17th century, adul¬ 
tery was a capital offence in Massa¬ 
chusetts. Cotton Mather, the great 
historian of the early settlements, 
reports the case of a “miserable man 
at Weymouth”, near Boston, who 
committed adultery, had a stroke, 
confessed his sins and was hanged. 

Now there is the morality of 
Hollywood on the one hand and of 
political correctness on the other. The 
morality of Tinseltown, or of Donald 
Trump's ever-glowing lamp of pub¬ 
licity. is that adultery is a fashionable 
accessory, part of the sensational life 
of the culture. In Hollywood, no one 
turns down an invitation because the 
star is leading a promiscuous or 
adulterous life; it enhances the attrac¬ 
tion of tiie party. 

Political correctness is puritanical 
in its own way, but has its own scale 
of values, which relate largely to the 
pressure groups which created ft. 
Sexual harassment can cause more 
offence than adultery itself, because it 
is seen as tire greater threat by the 
American women's movement; by 
and large, adultery has been con¬ 
doned by American feminists on the 
argument of personal liberty. Homo¬ 
sexual sex can be more acceptable 
than adultery because the gay rights 
lobby attacks any criticism of homo¬ 
sexual conduct as homophobic Adul¬ 
terers do not seem to have a lobby — 
there is no adulterers' pride move- 
ment — so criticism of them is not 
inhibited by the code of political 
correctness. 

President Clinton might well fed 
confused. He lives in a society where 
adultery is very widespread, and 
even admired in certain tirdes. 
Accountants, professors — except 
with their students—cab drivers and 
actors can all get away with it. 
Clergymen and politicians are in 
danger if they get caught Public 
opinion ranges from puritanism to 
“anything goes", with the complex 
new morality of political correctness 
thrown in. The confusion is not much 
better in Britain, though we have no 
Hollywood, few puritans, little polit¬ 
ical correctness and have never 
attempted to reduce the incidence 


US attitudes to infidelity are mixed, 
but lying is still unacceptable 


of adultery by capital punishment 

Most Americans do nevertheless 
stiff think that adultery is wrong. 
They do so for traditional though not 
necessarily religious reasons. They 
consider that adultery is usually 
some sort of a betrayal, a breach of 
tiie marriage vow. painful to the 
partner and damaging to family life. 
American women are more likely to 
resent adultery in politicians than are 
men. because they view it as a greater 
threat Yet most Americans have seen 
too much adultery to regard it as in 
any way a unique sin. It is wrong, but 
it does not belong to that category 

of wrongs which de- _ 

stroy all future pos- _ 

sibiliiy of rela- TT^’/ 

tionships- In poli- \]y 7Li 

tics, therefore, same — rr 

adulteries are more yJ a An 

damaging than oth- 

ers. A politician 

who has an affair — — — 

gambles with his 

political life; it is Russian roulette. 

Neither America nor Britain has a 
well developed doctrine of the differ¬ 
ence between private and public sins, 
though there is no shortage of people 
to argue that we should develop one. 
Historically, the sins of the flesh have 
not been regarded as a bar to public 
office, except in a few places for 
relatively short periods of history. In 
the late 1 9th century. Dflke and 
Parnell were destroyed politically by 
liaisons which they could probably 
have survived in Fiance, and could 
probably, though not certainly, sur¬ 
vive in modern, Britain. Among the 
greater prime ministers, Robert Wal¬ 
pole lived openly with his mistress 
until his wife dial and then married 
her. Their daughter, the delightful 
Maria Walpole, then aged 17, was 
given the rank of an earl's daughter, 
to the indignation of the gossips. In 
history, successful national leaders 
have nad almost every kind of sexual 
temperament, from grave to gay. 

Some doctrine of the division 
between private and public life needs 
to be made if modem publicity is not 
to destroy all too many more political 
careers. Yet the difficulty is obvious. 
There are stiff large groups of 
puritans and of women who will not 
accept this division. These groups 
may be sufficient to deride the elec¬ 
tion results. They are likely to regard 


any attempt to separate private and 
public morality as an underhand 
attempt to reject morality itself. 

Even if one could define tills 
separation between private conduct 
and public life, there would stiff be 
secondary problems, which President 
Clinton may have to face. Even if 
adultery is tolerated, events associat¬ 
ed with it may not be. 

Three of these problems have come 
up particularly often. The first is 
that a public man should be in 
control of his actions at all times. 
He may drink but he must not be a 
compulsive drunkard. He may take 

_ risks — indeed be 

will have to take 
• ___ risks — but he must 

not be a compul- 
sive gambler. He 
L Anrrrr tnay break his mar- 

VlUJjljL riage vows, but he 

Ou must not be a sexual 

— addict Individual 

conduct may be ac¬ 
cepted as inherently fallible, but 
obsessive and uncontrolled conduct 
destroys public confidence in a man's 
or m a woman's character. We do not 
want to be ruled by addicts, whether 
the addiction is sex. drugs or drink. 


T he second matter is scandaL 
It is one of the penalties of 
politics that appearances 
have to be maintained, even 
if the reality is otherwise. This can be 
unjust since politicians may be 
punished for being found out rather 
than for what they do, but such is stiff 
the condition of public life. 

President Clinton now faces some¬ 
thing more dangerous than an ordin¬ 
ary scandal: a nightmare of accusa¬ 
tions running out of control- From the 
beginning he had a reputation as a 
great womaniser. There was the par¬ 
ticular evidence of his long-term 
affair with Gennifer Flowers, itself 
quite credible: there are now the 11 
telephone caffs logged in one day to 
an alleged woman friend; there is the 
new evidence of the four state 
troopers, which alleges reckless sexu¬ 
al indiscretion, and the abuse of 
public services; there is the new 
gossip about Hillary; there is the sui¬ 
cide of her supposed lover, Vincent 
Foster there is the story of his miss¬ 
ing file in the White House: there is 
the alleged connection with the sav¬ 


ings and loans scandal; there is tiie 
repayment of the $50,000 loan; there 
is the troubled Whitewater company 
— tiie name unfortunately reminis¬ 
cent of both tiie White House and 
Watergate — in which the Clintons 
had invested substantially. This is the 
sort of scandal which seems to leap 
from tree to tree like a forest fire. 

The third print is tiie possibility of 
a cover-up. Here the boundary be¬ 
tween private and public could easily 
have been crossed, as it may have 
been — nothing has been proved — 
by the business relations with White- 
water and the savings and loans. It is 
agreed that the President repeatedly 
rang the state troopers to try to 
persuade them not to go public. He 
maintains that their stories were 
untrue, and that they are motivated 
by financial gain. The troopers sug¬ 
gest that be implied their job pros¬ 
pects would be better if they stayed 
silent. If that were true, the President 
would have used bis public position 
to try to conceal his private conduct. 
It was the Watergate cover-up, not 
the original burglary, which de¬ 
stroyed President Nixon. 

This scandal comes at a particular¬ 
ly disappointing time for tiie Clinton 
Administration. The success of the 
Nafta vote in November and the Gatt 
round in December had made ft look 
effective for the first time. Bill 
Clinton's public opinion ratings had 
improved, and the commentators 
were beginning to revise tiie judg¬ 
ment that this was to be a one-term 
presidency. Now President Clinton is 
threatened at least with a serious loss 
of public confidence, and at worst 
with the possibility of further investi¬ 
gation or legal action. It is no wonder 
that the White House is so anxious. 

The vital question now seems to be 
about the unexplained suiride of Vinr , 
cent Foster in the summer, which is 
still being investigated. He is now I 
portrayed as Hillary Clinton’s lover; 
he was tiie Clinton's leading financial 
adviser, and his desk was carefully 
weeded after his death. That sug¬ 
gests. perhaps unfairly, that he may 
have had foreknowledge of the sort of 
public and financial problems that 
can destroy a presidency. The private 
moral issues may be less immediate¬ 
ly dangerous, though attracting even 
more publicity, but these, despfte the 
moral confusion of America, could 
cast a shadow over Clinton’s re-elec¬ 
tion prospects in 1996. It was during 
the 1992 New Hampshire primary 
that Gennifer Flowers made her orig¬ 
inal allegation. The next New Hamp¬ 
shire primary is only two years away. 


SEASONAL goodwill seems to 
have broken out in John Patten's 
education department Oxford 
University's Chenveil newspaper 
has received a letter from the 
Education Secretary which app¬ 
ears to apologise for his outburst 
last month when students picketed 
his constituency surgery. 

After the disturbance in his 
Oxford West and Abingdon con¬ 
stituency. Patten said he was 
“ashamed to represent yobbish 
students from Oxford". In his 
letter, he clarifies the comment by 
saying he does not mean all Oxford 
students. His comment was direct¬ 
ed particularly to Balliol under¬ 
graduates, he says, whose left- 
wing caucus has regularly demon¬ 
strated against government plans 
to curtail student activities. 

“it's a very long letter which 
actually wormed its way around to 
an apology." says Cherweff editor 
Chris Taylor who promises to pub¬ 
lish for the beginning of term on 
January 14. “We will edit ft down 
and give a reply saying: 'Fair 
enough Mr Patten, but we don't 
think it's going to make up for all 
the years of neglect."* 

Patten, meanwhile, has left the 
tawdry business behind him and is 


heading for Venice for the Christ¬ 
mas break. There Lord McAlpine 
will be entertaining some old 

chums, including, it is said. Sir 
Denis and Lady Thatcher. Not that 
Patten is having anything to do 
with the gathering, he confided at 
his Christmas party this week. “He 
wasn't thrilled by the idea of 
meeting Lady Thatcher." says a 



DIARY 


voiceover describes Town end ap¬ 
proaching. clutching champagne 
and twinkling lights, yet otherwise 
entirely naked. The ads are a sur¬ 
prise Christmas present for Town- 
end from his son John, who helps 
run the family's House of Town- 
end wine stores. “We all have wick¬ 
ed senses of humour, particularly 
at Christmas,” says Towncnd’s 
wife Jennifer. Staff at the store are 
more prosaic “He’s had a big Im¬ 
pact on sales already." 


nian version. “We were pretty sur¬ 
prised that they objected," says 
Michael Blaylock, winemaker at 
Quady Winery in California. “We 
didn’t anticipate this. It’s like hav¬ 
ing a patent on a circle." 


card shows how closely the fac¬ 
tions work together: “We wanted to 
do something ecumenical." So ecu¬ 
menical, in fect, that the picture on 
the card is of an Andean Indian 
shepherd with Peruvian sheep. 


AH together now 


guest “He talked about donning a 
Venetian mask to avoid her.” 


9 At least British Rail is trying. 
Delayed passengers on the Preston 
to London Euston express on Sun¬ 
day were mollified when a guard 
announced they could claim a free 
cup of tea or coffee at the buffet 
The buffet, sadly, had runout of 
lids for their cups, so the guard 
gathered all soiled lids, washed 
them and dispensed to the thirsty. 


Lord Bqyd-Carpenter. His daugh¬ 
ter. Sarah Hogg, is of course brad 
of John Major's policy unit So 
there has beat unusual interest in 
a recent visit he made to No 10 
to bend the Prime Minister's ear 
about the Marsden. “The whole 
tiling would be devastating if they 
dose the Chelsea rite, which is a 
new building and full of wonderful 
equipment — that is cheatingde¬ 
clares Lord B-G 


Lords a leaping 


Shampoo set 


A WARN ING for Virginia Bottom- 
ley: she is stirring high passionsin 
powerful places over the threat¬ 
ened closure of the Royal Mars- 
den's cancer unit in Chelsea. 

Among the peers outraged at the 
threat to the world-famous unit is 
the former Tory Cabinet minister 


CANVASSING techniques have 
taken a new mm in Humberside, 
where the Tory MP for Bridling¬ 
ton. John Townend, features naked 
but for a bottle of champagne and 
some fairy lights—in an advertise¬ 
ment for his wine shops. 

Admittedly, the advertisement is 
on the radio, but a nervous 


Green light 

THERE will be gatherings this 
yule where the wine is passed the 
wrong way round die table — with 
the connivance of its makers. But 
the Californian vintners who have 
brought their port alternative. 
Starboard, to the UK—and advise 
that it should be passed to the right 
—have not escaped unscathed with 
their gimmickry. 

Unable to challenge the name of 
the wine, the port industry has ex¬ 
acted revenge on tiie Starboard 
logo, a triangle with a small star in 
the middle. “A triangle is the device 
for W. Dow's port established in 
1798." says Ton Stanley-Qarke, 
spokesman for Symington Port 
Shippers, which owns Dow's. “So 
we asked them to change ft. and 
they agreed." Henceforth there 
will be no triangles on the Califor- 


AS THE country’s bishops bicker 
over the existent* of the three 
kings, heartwarming news of reli¬ 
gious unity comes from north of 
the border. The Church of Scot¬ 
land, the Episcopalian Church of 
Scotland and the Roman Catholic 
Church of Scotland have sent out a 
combined Christmas card. 

Refuting suggestions of cost-cut¬ 
ting, Ann Davies, the Church of 
Scotland's press officer, says the 


9 A lan Duncan, the Tory MP for 
Rutland who lent his Westminster 


house to John Major during the 
1990 leadership campaign, has fi¬ 
nally been rewarded. He is to be¬ 
come parliamentary aide to health 
minister Brian Mawhinney. 


fairness 


in age of consent 


Hailing Taxis 


k- — 

iSfS 


4^ : 

ht 


PORTERS were treading softly at 
Sotheby’s yesterday after staff had 
enjoyed a Germanic Christmas 
knees-up to celebrate the success of 
the week-long sale of Princess Glo¬ 
ria von Thum und Taxis's family 
chattels in Bavaria. 

The auction house's Bond Street 
viewing gallery was transformed 
for the evening into a Bierkeller. 
staff were exhorted to arrive in ap¬ 
propriate dress, and a German 
com pah band pumped out the 
music. 

Lord Gowrie. the aesthetically- 
minded chairman, put cm a brave 
face in the face of such unrefined 
jollity, but sadly he could not quite 
bring himself to join a considerable 
number of his male colleagues — 
by donning Lederhosen. 


Y esterday's news takes me bade 
to an anxious personal mo¬ 
ment II years ago. It was 
almost midnight on October 25,1982, 

when I rose to speak on the Northern 
Ireland (Homosexual Offences) 
Order, extending the 1967 Act to the 
province, where homosexuality re¬ 
mained wholly illegal. I was 32. a 
Conservative MP. 1 had learnt my 
speech by heart I had seldom felt so 
nervous. I spoke after lan Paisley and 
Enoch Powell, both opposing the 
Order. My speech concluded: “Hon 
Members bidder than I may find 
that personal conviction gives wings 
to their argument The more power¬ 
fully they feel, die more powerfully 
they can speak. Unfortunately that is 
not so with me. I can happily argue 
the toss; but where I fed as deeply, 
tow as Strongly, and as personally as 
i doton tins issue, argument akogeth- 

I wait to bed half expecting tiie 
wall to fan about my* 00 * next 
morning. Nothing happened. The 
3*r ms * d «■ The debate passed 

t0 *e issue 
alone. The decision id come to grins 

J^hit is to the personal credit oftte 
PriowMmister. For his pains he will 

^present mainstream 
Sv more thantite 




Matthew Parris 

advocates equality 


I t seem s the Government is to 
allow a free vote on the age of 
homosexual consent early in foe 


New Year. There may be three 
options: no change. 18 as the new age, 
or equality with heterosexual consent 
at 16. What signals, if any. wffl be 
given to MPS by their parly leaders? 
Do the parties have official or even 
unofficial policy-stances on age of 
consent? Some do more than others. 

The Ulster Unionists are whole¬ 
heartedly against any reduction. 
Most opposed even 21 as an age of 
homosexual consent. The liberal 
Democrats are wholeheartedly in 
favour of a reduction, though wheth¬ 
er all will support 16 as the age of 
consent remains to be seen. labours 
shadow Home Secretary, Tony Blair, 
supports equality personally, but 
only personally. Labour MPS will fed 
under pressure to support a reduc¬ 
tion. but some will chose 18, seme 16. 
and a handful may oppose any 
change. My guess is that Labour 
numbers in both the “18“ and 
“equality" camps will be substantial 

What of foe Tories? We do not yet 
know how “free-the Tory vote wfli be 
of whips' pressure. 1 expect the vote 
will be genuinely free, but that some 
senior ministers, including the Prime 
Minister, will make plain their 
personal preference fair 18. 

This will make a difference. Sup¬ 
port for 18 could vary between one- 
third and two-thirds of the 
Conservative Party, depending on foe 
signals they receive. 

It is not impossible for advocates of 
equality (like myself) to believe flat 16 
may win. but we do have to admit 
that it could be 18. And we know that 
even 18 might fail if s u pp o rters of 
equality refiise to switch their votes 
should their own option not succeed. 
What should we urge upon them? 
First, we should urge them to stick to 
their guns and support equality, all- 
out But if that vote fails? 

Sir Ian McKellen of Stonewall (the 
gay pressure group of which I am 
also a member) believes that 18 would 
beworse titan nothing. For this there 
are three powerful arguments. First, 
that as our Logical case is for equality, 
18 no more means it than 21. Second, 
that if 18 is accepted. Parliament may 
feel it has concluded the mate- for a 
decade or more. The 1967 Sexual 
Offences Act lasted more than a 
quarter century. Third, you do not go 
into battle discussing the possibilities 
of compromise. 

I profoundly respect this point of 
view. The alternative (towards which 
I am myself drawn) is that half a loaf 
would be better than no bread. Ibis is 
also based on three arguments. First, 
reform, even to 18, wifi save real flesh- 
and-blood people and prevent real 
prison sentences and suicides. Sec¬ 
ond. you do not encourage, or thank, 
friends prepared to come at last 
some of die way with you by tefling 
them they might as well stay at home. 
Finally, although in logic a social 
reform should proceed in one great 
leap, in practice (as with votes for 
women) it often proceeds by a series 
of small steps, each one. taken alone, 
illogical, but each helping society 
come to terras with changing atti¬ 
tudes. To portray a compromise an 18 
as a vidous attack on homosexuals 
may be sending the wrong signals to 
a generation looking for reasons for 
confidence. 

Both points of view have much to 
commend them. Both are powerfully 
felt I hope the debate within foe gay 
movement will be amicable. 
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KEEPING the flaws 

The reform of the Child Support Agency is disappointing 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

1 Pennington Street. London El 9XN Telephone 071-782 5000 


The changes in child maintenance regula- 
tions announced yesterday by Alistair Rim 
the social secori^ S 

I^P 0 ? 5 '* 0 a ““P-rooted problem S the 
Atnm° C Performance of the Child Support 
Agency m its first months, reform of some 
son was inevitable. But Mr Burrs protSs 
do not address the fundamental flaws of the 
system set up by the Child Support Act 

w if fi«t launched three 
SS?1 Margaret Thatcher said it would 
give the tone parent back her morale and 
her confidence". Its laudable objective was to 
PWiiBBiy for the upbringing 
of their children and to improve the lot of 
single mothers, too many of whom receive 
no maintenance at ail. In practice, however, 
the agency has done as much to wreck, fam¬ 
ilies as n has to support them. 

Too much of its attention has been 
directed to responsible fathers who are 
already paying maintenance. Many men 
widi second families have found themselves 
unfairly burdened by maintenance h ills 
which, in some cases, have trebled or 
quadrupled. On Tuesday an inquest in 
Mansfield heard that a divorced man lolled 
himself after the agency more than trebled 
his payments to his former wife. 

Mr Burt’s proposed reforms draw on the 
equally cautious recommendations of the 
Commons social security committee this 
month. Absent parents with second families 
who already have maintenance agreements 
of same sort will now be given 18 months to 
assume their new liabilities. Likewise, the 
amount of income which low-paid fathers 
may keep will be increased to prevent them 
sinking into dependency upon income 
support Staged reductions in die cost of care 
as children grow older and the waiving of 
the agency* collection fee will further reduce 


the financial burden upon many fathers. 
Tnese reforms are reasonable enough. In 
I«rticular. the phasing in of payments 
should reduce some of the distress which the 
new policy was causing to responsible 
fathers. But the government is still far from 
addressing the most important structural 
defects of the system. 

Instead of removing the ridiculous rigid¬ 
ities from the formula used to calculate 
maintenance. Mr Burt has merely modified 
payments.The agency still needs proper 
discretionary power to enable it to take full 
account of the peculiar circumstances of 
each case, such as debts, outgoings and 
travel expenses. At present, for in stan¬ 
ce/* dean break** arrangements in which a 
father hands over toe family home to his 
former wife count for Little in the calculation 
of maintenance. Retrospective legislation 
always has unhappy consequences and in 
this case the over-riding of existing agree¬ 
ments between former spouses has led to 
manifest injustices. Greater flexibility and a 
proper appeals procedure are essential if the 
system is to opiate fairly. 

Detailed reform will achieve nothing until 
the agency's goals are clarified. Its main 
objective is still to remove £530 million from 
the welfare budget in its first year. Leaked 
memoranda sent to its officials have shown 
that the agency is specifically targeting afflu¬ 
ent fathers to achieve this limited objective. 
Though the financial burden of si ngle 
parent families to toe state is certainly in 
need of restraint, toe CSA must be more 
than a branch of the Treasury. Its success 
should be assessed by the justice of its decis¬ 
ions and the help they bring to individual 
children. Until toe agency is given more 
sophisticated targets, it will remain a 
reckless force in the lives of families. 


Gorbachev’s record and the problems of a free Russia 


THE END OF THE BEGINNING 

There is still time to improve South Africa’s constitution 


South Africa’s last white parliament yes¬ 
terday voted into force an interim constitu¬ 
tion. designed to steer that country to 
majority government in 1999. It is a 
document that is both a source of wonder¬ 
ment and of frustration. It is remarkable 
that it should exist at all. That it does exist 
confirms that South Africa has more than its 
reputed share of statesmen and realists. 

There are still political groups — the 
Conservative Party and the extremist AWB 
of Eugene Terreblanche — who oppose toe 
very concept of non-racial democracy. There 
is no position more untenable than theirs in 
today's South Africa even though they still 
need to learn that truth. More important for 
the immediate future of the constitution are 
toe flaws and omissions that have so far 
rendered it unpalatable to others within the 
so-called Freedom Alliance, an association, 
of conservative groups, both white and 
black. For Chief Mangosutou Buthelezi and 
his Zulu-based Inkatha Freedom Party (IFP) 
and retired general Constand Viljoen, leader 
of the Afrikaner Volksfrom (AVF), the 
rejection of the constitutional option is not 
one of basic principle; their objections are 
based on unfulfilled demands and a percep¬ 
tion of unprotected rights. 

Both Chief Buthelezi and General Viljoen. 
at least in the postures they strike in public, 
are holding out for “homelands”, the former 
for an independent KwaZulu-Natal for 
ethnic Zulus and the latter for a “Volkstaat” 
for willing whites. Both demands, if un¬ 
diluted, would present major problemes for 
the new state. If, however, the core of their 
bargaining position were a demand for 
greater regional autonomy, more progres 
might be made. Neither toe National Party 
nor the African National Congress (ANQ 
has been blind to the possibilities here. The 
demand is entirely valid. In fact on its 
fulfilment rests the future of a successful 
transition to multiracial democracy. 

The interim constitution does provide for 
devolution of power to provincial govern¬ 
ments in areas such as education, health. 


welfare and policing, but Pretoria will retain 
broad powers of intervention, to impose 
“uniform national standards”, and to protect 
national security or the national economy- 
provinces will not be able to impose taxes 
without central government approval. There 
is too much centralisation in all this. 

Equally, the demand for a sovereign. 
“Volkstaat” is a dangerous one. Yet there is a 
sprawling valley of political options between 
a concession of statehood and an absolute 
denial of separate identity. An independent 
“Volkstaat" or KwaZulu-Natal would pro¬ 
duce instability; but so too will blunted 
aspirations for devolution of power. An 
embittered Chief Buthelezi could hold South 
Africa violently to ransom. 

This is only an early stage in a long 
process- Those elected in April 1994 will act 
not just as legislators but as members of a 
constituent assembly, charged with the task 
of drafting a permanent constitution by May 
1996. It is that constitution which is the mast 
important and which must face, squarely, 
toe questions of genuine federation and of 
entrenched civil rights. The right to property 
must be guaranteed, and not qualified 
heavily as it is under the interim constitu¬ 
tion. Guaranteed, too. must be the absolute 
freedom of the judiciary, and its insulation 
from toe vagaries of political change. 

President De Klerk and Nelson Mandela 
have given themselves until 24 January 1994 
to woo the Freedom Alliance into the 
Transitional Executive Council (TEC). al¬ 
though that should not be viewed as an 
inflexible deadline. Politics of such signifi¬ 
cance must not be placed in the stocks of 
arbitrary time-tables. It is still possible for 
concessions to be made by all sides and for 
the “dead" Parliament to be resurrected to 
ratify any amendments. The constitutional 
process in South Africa did not cease 
yesterday. The “last-ditch" initiatives were 
less than they seemed. There will be many 
more calls on the special pragmatism that 
has made Messrs De Klerk and Mandela so 
justly renowned. 


SNAP, CRACKLE, GROAN 

The authentic pop of cracker mottoes is to make you wince 


Why does no other nation in the world make 
such a comedy of Christmas as toe British. 
Because they are not crackers. Boo-boom. 
Along with pantomime, Christmas crackers 
are a peculiar national rituaL Those twee 
paper tubes, wearing knickerbocker garters 
at either end, tugged apart with .difficulty, 
and usually misfiring, are a mumpn or 
tawdry extravagance over content 

What you get if you manage to puUl toe 
tube and recover its innards from 
toe table, are a paper hat that splits because 
it is several sizes too small, a ° 

an impractical nature, and a dreadful mo . 
riddle or joke on a slim rectangular smpot 
paper. Learned sociologists havenowesudy- 
lished that however expensive the cracker, 
the jokes are always awful, on purpose. 

Topical or winy or political or naughty 
jokes would make too sharp a m 

crackers, which are simple pleasm 
children. So they are 

16 legs. 14 testicles and two nny breasts. 

Surrealist by 

SKvCt worse ten an — ££ 
tennis-elbow? A centipede with athlete loot. 

-d divorce are 


banned from crackers this year, in case they 
end up on the wrong table. Or so say public 
relations officers for the cracker manufact¬ 
urers. In any case, proper and political jokes, 
befog subversive, are dangerous. Crackers 
should be made of softer stuff. 

The things you are going to pull this week, 
unless you are priggish enough to escape the 
nonsense, are the most awful jokes and 
riddles in literature. Why did the hedgehog 
cross the road? To see his flatmate. What has 
four wheels and flies? A Royal Borough of 
Kensington and Chelsea garbage truck. 
What is it that sings and has four yellow 
legs? Two canaries. What happens when the 
human body is completely submerged in 
water? The telephone rings. 

Bad conundrums are no modem inven¬ 
tion though crackers, like Valentine cards, 
are Victorian. Some of the oldest jokes in 
English are deplorably vulgar. The Exeter 
Book, circa 940. contains riddles that make 
this season's mottoes seem almost witty. In 
The Merry Wives of Windsor, Slender shows 
off to Anne Page with awful riddles. With its 
puns and homophones and other deep 

layers of wordplay, English is a language 
apt for dreadful old jokes as well as poetry: 
We have to suffer crackers as well as glory in 
Shakespeare. With English you buy the 
whole package, not just its intellectual frills. 


From Mr Hugh Lunghi 

Sir, Ln my opinion Frank AUaun is 
mistaken — in his praise of Mikhail 
Gorbachev — to say that perestroika 
brought about toe Soviet leader’s 
downfall (teller. December 15). Gorb¬ 
achev deserves all credit and the 
gratitude of the world for starting the 
ball rolling which transformed the 
Soviet Union. That should not Wind 
us to the fact that he desperately 
wanted to stop it rolling well before 
the Soviet Union and all it stood for 
disappeared. 

In deference to his hard-line Com¬ 
munist colleagues Gorbachev fatally 
failed to implement perestroika at a 
time when bolder steps might well 
have prevented the terrible economic 
privations which followed, or at least 
might have made recovery quicker. 

When Boris Yeltsin saved Gorb¬ 
achev from the August 1991 coup by 
hard-line Communists Gorbachev 
himself signed his own political death 
warrant in his first address to the 
Congress in Moscow Mien he called 
for the kiss of life for die Communist 
Party and the survival of the Soviet 
socialist system, toe very last things 
that toe majority of the people wished 
to hear. Gorbachev had long made 
dear be warned a more efficient 
Communist Party and Soviet system, 
not their abolition. 

As for glasnosL it was still a fairly 
limited form of openness under Gorb¬ 
achev. Indeed. Gorbachev'S attempt to 
censor and throttle Moscow press rev¬ 
elations of the privileges of toe Soviet 
politburo filite, including Gorbachev, 
was one of the principal causes of toe 


split between him and Yeltsin. Gorb¬ 
achev was never elected President in a 
free vote he was appointed by the 
Communist Parry. Yeltsin, by con¬ 
trast, courageously rejected that par¬ 
ty’s criminally corrupt system at least 
two years before he was elected Pres¬ 
ident in a democratic election. 

Yours faithfully, 

H. A. LUNGHI, 

23 Glen Road, Heel, Hampshire. 
December 15. 

From Mr Lawrence R. Whyte 

Sir. Mr Frank Allaun is partly right. 
The problem with post-Cold War pol¬ 
icy towards Russia is that Western 
governments and bankers have tried 
to impose democracy and fundament¬ 
al economic reform, simultaneously, 
on a country and peoples foal are little 
understood. 

Whilst the Russian people were not 
naturally communists, they are very 
definitely nationalists and patriots 
(and not only those who voted for Mr 
Zhirinovsky). 

Western governments were so in¬ 
tent on saving toe “tens of billions of 
pounds a year" (Mr Allaun’s phrase) 
from reduced defence spending that 
they forgot a simple political truth 
which they rarely, and at their peril, 
forget in elections at home. Whereas 
people do not always vote for their 
pocket, they seldom vote against it 

The simple troth is that you cannot 
mix the introduction of democracy 
with draconian economic reform: you 
must do the latter first, and then the 
former. 

Having commuted regularly to 


Russia over the last seven years. I 
found last week’s election results were 
hardly surprising. What is surprising 
is how unexpected they were for our 
leaders. 

What is frightening is the thought 
that they will continue to have their 
collective heads in the sand rather 
than realise that just because the 
Communists have gone does not 
mean that the world is a safer place: 
perhaps just the contrary. 

I am. Sir, your obedient servant, 
LAWRENCE R. WHYTE. 

440 Louisiana Street. 

Suite 1440. 

Houston, Texas 77002. 

December 19. 


From Mr Dan E. Mayers 

Sir. There is a wholly unwarranted 
belief among the Western democra¬ 
cies that a people who have been 
released from an oppressive govern¬ 
mental regime will automatically vote 
in an enlightened fashion for Western 
democracy. 

The recent Russian election should 
go far to shake this silly belief. People 
unaccustomed to freedom and democ¬ 
racy need time to learn to savour its 
not unmixed blessings. 

There is much to be said for the 
Confocian ideal of a just and benevo¬ 
lent ruler to lead people towards 
democratic institutions: Yeltsin would 
probably fulfil this ideal; it is his 
misfortune to be forced to deal with so 
many democratically elected bigots. 

I am. Sir. an admirer of Confucius. 
DAN E. MAYERS. 

Lorien. Wadhurst, Sussex. 


Doubt and deliberation on the doctrines of Durham 


From the Reverend Dr Kendall 
S. Harmon 

Sir, One of the great ironies of our 
century must be that in the era in 
which more “Hell on earth" has occur¬ 
red than ever before, the doctrine of 
Hell in toe next life has lost its mean¬ 
ing in the Church on an unprecedent¬ 
ed scale [letters. December 18,21). 

In spite of his infuriating style, the 
Bishop of Durham is right to bring 
this question before us. The truth is, 
there is no way to get around Hefl. 
Some 19tb-centuiy thinkers argued 
that no person is bad enough for God 
to danm them, but in the century of 
Auschwitz and the Khmer Rouge this 
is not credible. 

Other more profound attempts, 
such as that of the late Bishop John 
Robinson, claim that God is too loving 
to damn any person. The trouble here 
is that while God’s love may be ingen¬ 
ious it will not be coercive. In toe 
words of one of toe finest Eastern 
Orthodox theologians of his day. the 
late Paul Evdokimov: “God cannot 
force a single atheist to love him and 
therein we see, one hardly dares to say 
it, the hell of his divine love, the vision 
of a person plunged into his or her 
own solitude" [L’AmourFou de Dieu, 
Editions'de Seufl, Paris, 1973). 
Sincerely, 

KENDALL S. HARMON, 

252 Savannah Road, Summerville. 
South Carolina 29485-5264. 

December 18. 

From Mr Michael Loveland 
Sir. As a teacher of toe Christian 
religion up to GCSE and A level in a 


secondary school 1 was, of course, 
overjoyed that toe Bishop of Durham 
had chosen to provide me with die 
relevant material for my classes in 
their study of Christmas in this sec¬ 
ular age. 

I took the opportunity to gauge both 
the nature erf their belief in the 
Christmas story and their reaction to 
Dr Jenkins’s comments on it (report, 
December 20). The results reflected a 
surprising level of acceptance of the 
story. even to the extent that five out of 
12 non-Christian A-level students ac¬ 
cepted the Virgin Birth and six out of 
12 accepted the visit of the wise men. 

Among Christian students, even 
those who confessed to only a nominal 
belief the acceptance of the Christmas 
story was even more overwhelming. 

It may well be that Dr Jenkins has 
underestimated a basic need, reflected 
amongst these young people, to have a 
simplicity of faith as a haven of spirit¬ 
uality in an otherwise secular environ¬ 
ment Obviously the 33 pupils I quest¬ 
ioned cannot be said to be repres¬ 
entative of the population, but they do 
represent a potential church-going 
future which the Church would do 
well to take note of. 

In Dr Jenkins’s favour was the fact 
that of the 12 non-Christians, five be¬ 
lieved that his remarks were helpful to 
potential Christians. 

Yours faithfully, 

MICHAEL LOVELAND 
(Head of Religious Education). 

Wirral Coun ty Grammar 
School for Girls, 

Heath Road, 

Bebingtan, WuraJ, Merseyside. 


From Mr George W. Keeling 

Sir, As one saddened and disillu¬ 
sioned by the increasing divisions 
within the Christian Church. 1 cannot 
help wondering whether toe Bishop 
of Durham is a secret channel 
through which God is “working his 
purpose”. 

It is. in my humble opinion, a con¬ 
siderable achievement if, according to 
your report of December 15. Dr 
Jenkins has succeeded, by his latest 
pronouncement, in uniting toe tra¬ 
ditionalists and the evangelicals, if 
only in their mutual indignation! 

Yours faithfu lly, 

GEORGE W. KEELING. 

21 Firfield Avenue, Breaston, Derby. 
December 15. 

From Mr Richard Littler 

Sir. There is a pernicious sea gather¬ 
ing members in the West Country, the 
sole purpose of which is to raise 
doubts about the existence of the Bish¬ 
op of Durham. Such subversion is 
surety misplaced at a traditional time 
of hope and certainty. 

Yours faithfully. 

RICHARD LITTLER, 

Heath Barton. Pinhoe. Exeter, Devon. 
December 21. 

From Mr Peter Hargreaves 
Sir, We three kings of Orient aren’t. 

Yours in toe faith, 

PETER HARGREAVES, 

Croft House. 34 Queen Street. 
Homcastle, Lincolnshire. 

December 20. 


Greek disagreement 

From the Ambassador of Greece 

Sir. In your leadeT of December 18, 
you consider it diplomatically correct 
to tell Greece to “grow up". The faa is, 
however, that Greece will let no one 
grow at her expense. 

The notion of a “Greater Macedo¬ 
nia" including the Greek region of 
that name is very much alive in the 
constitution, toe schoolbooks, the 
maps, toe folklore and. of course, the 
flag of toe Former Yugoslav Republic 
of Macedonia (Fyrom). To overlook 
such facts would indeed be a sign of 
immaturity. 

One has to be veiy careful when the 
conflict-laden name of Macedonia is 
claimed by the authorities in Skopje 
as thefr historic right and exdusrve 
property. A new asm try nursing old 
grudges can be a dangerous thing in 
the Balkans. 

Be that as it may, the Greek govern¬ 
ment have made clear their wish to 
see toe Fyram live and prosper, pro¬ 
vided it drops all irredentist aspira¬ 
tions implied in its use of the term 
"Macedonia”. 

There is certainly a difference erf 
opinion between Greece and sane of 
our European partners on toe issue of 
premature establishment of diplomat¬ 
ic relations. Such disagreements have 
occurred before. 

If every member-country whose 
views at any given time happen to be 
at variance with those of sane of its 
partners is to be seen as "the ‘sick 
man' of the European Union", how 
could this Union ever regain its 
health? It will probably soon have to 
fly its 12-star banner at half-Maas¬ 
tricht 

Yours faithfully. 

ELIAS GOUNARIS, 

Embassy of Greece, 
la Holland Park, Wll. 

December 21. 


With the postal delays that often 
occur at this titae of year, it is useful, 
where possible, for letters to be faxed 
to 071-782 5046. Please give contact 
telephone numbers. 


Drink-drive sentencing 

From Miss Jane M. Reynolds 
Sir. I write to express disappointment 
at the recent custodial sentences 
passed on drink-drivers who have 
caused fatal accidents (report. Decem¬ 
ber 18). 

By being sent to prison, they will be 
housed and fed at taxpayers’ expense 
and at little cost to themsdves. If they 
have dependants, toe dependants 
may have to apply to soda! services 
for financial assistance during the 
period of custody. 

Surely a more salutary sentence 
would be one requiring a number of 
hours’ community service per week 
for several years , commensurate with 
whether the person was in employ¬ 
ment or not This would deprive the 
person of his liberty as much as would 
a custodial sentence, yet he would still 
have to keep himself and his depen¬ 
dants. 

If community service became a 
common sentence, then it should be 
possible for the probation service and 
other organisations involved in the 
sentencing of malefactors to give 
serious consideration to the type of 
service that would be of worthwhile 
benefit to toe community. 

It would also show the malefactor 


tbe possible results of his actions (e.g., 
a hospital casualty department on a 
Friday night) and save the taxpayer 
from great expense. 

Yours faithfully. 

JANE REYNOLDS. 

Sandal, 68 Firs Road. 

West Mersea, Colchester. Essex. 
December 18. 

From Mr Paul Fairley 

Sir, Mr Charles Barrow (letter, Dec¬ 
ember 17) expresses concern at the 
number of drivers tested for drink¬ 
driving and complains about how few 
drivers subject to drink-driving tests 
are convicted in relation to those 
tested — he cites a ratio of one in six. 

1 find his argument spurious. It is 
surely the fact that as many as one in 
six are found to be over the limit 
which forms toe case for allowing the 
police power to breathalyse when they 
perceive h to be justified. 

Mr Barrow's sense of humiliation 
at being tested under toe public glare 
should be measured against toe ag¬ 
ony of relatives and friends of those 
kilted by drunken drivers. 

Yours faithfully. 

PAUL FAIRLEY. 

1 Benjamin Street. EC1. 

December 17. 


Technical education 

From Mr George Curtis 
Sir. Had Prince Albert lived on to a 
ripe old age. rather than die when he 
did. would either the Government's 
Chief Scientific Adviser or the director 
of the Royal Victorian Society have 
had cause to write their tetters (Dec¬ 
ember 14). die one on the impact of 
technology, and the other on the 
parlous state, for want of money, of 
Prince Albert’s Memorial? 

The Royal Commission on Edu¬ 
cation of the later 1860s might well 
have seen its recommendations im¬ 
plemented under Prince Albert’s in¬ 
fluence. rather than pigeon-holed by 
status quo educationalists, and we 
might dwell in a society wherein arts 
graduates were numerate and sci¬ 
entists literate, and technical edu¬ 


cation as highly esteemed as any 
other, as it ought to be, ® the 
undoubted benefit of the nation. 

If it were so we would still be cock of 
the roost, instead of a mere battery 
hen in the European Union'S protec¬ 
tionist wire cage against reality, 
awaiting economic extermination by 
better educated, more energetic peo¬ 
ples. exploiting inventions we have, 
more often than not. brought into 
being, but signally failed to market, 
usually for want of technical literacy 
in monied quartos, allied to a very 
spineless and short-term view of the 
world in those quarters. 

Yours faithfully. 

GEORGE CURTIS. 

Daiebrook House. Dedham, 
Colchester, Essex. 

December 14. 


Britain’s reward to 
the royal family 

From Mrs Jennifer Miller 

Sir. Throughout this century the 
Queen and her royal parents and 
grandparents have set an excellent 
example of family life, though it is 
ridiculous to assert that they were ever 
paid to do so. as Mr Cliff Harrison 
suggests (letter. December 17; also 
tetters, December 11.14). And how did 
the Church of England reward them? 
By frequently dropping the traditional 
prayers for the royal family, and 
leaving toe prayer for the Queen as 
their Governor out of the Alternative 
Service Book, produced in 1980- 
Now at last some clergy appear to 
imagine they have found an excuse for 
the disloyalty which has been implicit 
for many years. 

Nowadays our royalty are expected 
to act as official figureheads and to do 
public work, and it is the Prince of 
Wales who is evidently prepared to 
continue to fulfil this role. 

Yours faithfully. 

JENNIFER MILLER. 

2 Heath view Gardens, Putney. SW15. 
December 17. 

From Mr John Bainbridge 

Sir. “An adulterer can be king, the 
Archbishop of York says" is toe head¬ 
line you attach to Dr Habgood's arti¬ 
cle of December 16, and the Archbish¬ 
op writes that “It would be theoret¬ 
ically possible to hold to toe symbol [of 
supreme governorship} even if in 
personal terms the monarch only ful¬ 
filled the minimum requirement of 
belonging to the Protestant succes¬ 
sion". 

Is toe Archbishop saying that it is 
more undesirable to be a Roman 
Catholic or any other non-Protestant 
than it is to be an adulterer? 

Yours faithfully, 

J. BAINBRIDGE 
10 HBlcrest, 

Middle Herrington, Sunderland. 

From Mr Leo Warren 

Sir. David Flusfeder’s selection “of toe 
most stimulating viewing over the 
next 15 days" (Vision, December 18) 
included toe insolent comment that “if 
toe monarch's homily to her people 
bores you then The Alternative 
Queen’s Message’ on Channel 4 pro¬ 
vides entertainment of a much higher 
kind”. 

This is to be broadcast at the same 
time as toe Queen’s Message and so is 
discourteous, offensive and unfair. 
What has our Queen done to deserve 
such mockery’and insult — and all on 
Christinas Day? 

Yours faithfully, 

LEO WARREN. 

193 Manchester Road, 

Accrington. Lancashire. 

December 20. 


Goin’ a’ Thomasin’ 

From the Reverend S. J. Davies 

Sir. John Horsley'S first Christinas 
card. IS43, depicted in The Times on 
December 16, reminded its recipients 
of their seasonal duty to give alms to 
the poor. 

Ibis prompts me to wonder 
whether the old custom of “goin* 
a"Ihomasin'" on St Thomas* Day. 
December 21, when children of the 
poor went to toe big houses of the par¬ 
ish to receive gifts of food or money for 
the Christmas festival, was peculiar to 
Gloucestershire and the West Coun¬ 
try. It probably lasted into Edwardian 
days. 

I first beard of it as a Gloucester¬ 
shire rector, and as one ordained on St 
Thomas* Day more than 50 years ago 
toe recollection has an evocative 
charm. ■ 

Yours obediently. 

S. J. DAVIES, 

The Devon and Exeter Institution, 

7 Cathedral Close, Exeter, Devon. 
December 17. 


Useful toys 

From Mr M. M. Chatiish 

Sir. You recently listed the ten toys 
most likely to be best-sellers at 
Christmas. There was not a construc¬ 
tional one amongst them. Finding out 
how things work, mending them 
when broken, inventing new tilings — 
such toys encourage enquiry and 
ingenuity, feed toe mind and are a 
continual source of discovery and 
wonder. 

Unless such toys are encouraged, 
where wiU our future design, con¬ 
structional. service and production 
engineers come from — those who 
repair satellites in space, those who 
invent new newspaper printing press¬ 
es which do not pleat the paper? 

Yours faithfully, 

M. McEWEN CHARUSH, 

132 Park Lane, 

Carshalton, Surrey. 

December 21. 


Market forces 

From Mr Leslie Wolfson 

Sir. I received a beautiful Christmas 
card today from China — made m 
Hong Kong. 

Yours faithfully. 

LESLIE WOLFSON, 

19 Waterloo Street, Glasgow. 
December 21. 
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COURT 

CIRCULAR 

ST JAM ESS PALACE 

December 22: The Prmce of Wales 

tfiis afternoon opened me new 
provision Warehouse fli Concoru 
Road Patch way, Brisiol, and was 
received by Her M^jestjfs Lwd 
Lieutenant for Avon (Sir John 
Wilis. Bt). 

Mr Matthew Butler was in 
attendance. _ 

Birthdays today 

The Emperor of Japan cdebraies 

his birthday today. 

Mr Michde Aiboreto. raang 
driver. 37; the Earl of Balfour, 6& 
Lord Bancroft. 71; Mrs C. BickneU. 
former chairman. Victoria Health 
Authority. 74: Sir Norman Biggs, 
banter, 86; Lord Blake, 77; Vice- 
Admiral Sir Stephen Cariill. 91; 
Mr Peter Davis, co-chairman, 
Reed Elsevier. 51 Mr .Maurice 
Denham, actor, 84: Sir Colin 
Fielding, civil servant. 67: Mr 
J.R.S. Guinness, chairman, Brmsn 
Nudear Fuels, 58; Mr Yousuf 
Karsh, photographer. 85; Mr Gra¬ 
ham Kelly, chief executive. Foot¬ 
ball Association, 48; Professor 
Ptler Uchmann. immunologist 
and pathologist. 62; Miss Belinda 
Lang, actress. 40: Mr Christopher 
Lawrence, silversmith, 57; Briga¬ 
dier Sir Geoffrey Macnab. 94: 
Miss J.M. QuenneU, former MP. 
7ft Mr Ashley Raeburn, former 
chairmaa Bcosey and Hawkes. 
75: Herr Helmut Schmidt, former 
chancellor. Federal Republic of 
Germany. 75: the Rev Christopher 
Turner, former headmaster, Stowe 
SctaooL 64: Mr R.S. Unwin, pub¬ 
lisher. 6* the Marquess of Win¬ 
chester. 52. 

Memorial service 

Lady Somers 

A memorial service for Lady 
Somers was held yesterday at All 
Saints' Church, Hampton. 
Middlesex. The Rev Arthur Moore 
officiated and read the lessons. 
Miss Joyce Lang gave an address. 

Appointments 

Mr Justice Munson to be a Judge 
of the Employment Appeal 
Tribunal. 

Philip Anthony Waller to be a 
district judge of the Principal 1 
Re gis try of the Family Division 
from January 4,1994. 


Britannia 
Royal Naval 
College 

A Passing Out Parade was held at 
Britannia Royal Naval College 
(Captain S. Moore Royal Navy) on 
Thursday. December 16. Vice Ad¬ 
miral R.T. Frere tot* the salute. 
The following officers passed out: 

Naval College Entry. Seaman 
Midshipmen: odd Alexander. J 
P Barry. C W T Davies, S A- 
Holloway. I M Hopper. K 
Jackson, c F A McGamty, e j 
TuppenSeh. d A welch? A J 
Wilson. 


R Hawkins. S P 
Mcdeary. A D MareWt M K 
Northcoft, s P strange. K F Write. 

Naval college Entry, Supply and 
Secretariat 

Midshipmen: K a Hawkins. M K 
moss. R A Pearce. C R Taylor. L D 
vogei. 

Direct college Entry, s e a man 
Sub Lieutenants: 0 M BeUls. L A 

Edmonds, a a w Flack. T G 
Foster. N D a Foulis. Y M Gray. N 
D P Hutchinson. D H Moreari. A 
C Pottl neer. B J SarterthwaiTe. A b 
S tewart,T c Upton, M R vanan, A 
LWoolheaa. R Young. 

Direct College Entry. Engineer 
Sub Lieutenants: A Cooper. N J C 
Earl, S N waterworth. 

Direct College Entry. Supply and 
Secretariat 

Sub lieutenants: J I Dickson. A 
GennarxL P j Goldsworthy. D J H 
Marins. JE White. 

Direct College Entry. insbrnOtor 
Lieutenants: G H BIree. R M 
EOraonds. M Evans. H A Flint. R 
C Hawker-cole, c N Lodge, A j 
Piackett, A P Savage. N P Smith. A 
Vincent. 

Sub^R ^Peachey. Mid C E 
Fuller. Mid l E Hills. Mid J S H 
James. Mid SAB Pengelly. 

72 Flight, Observers 
Sub US M F Foster-HalLSub tt B 
R j Gardner. Sub U a Laycodc 
Sub Li J W L Una. Sub l/D M 
Reese. Sub Lt J P Webber, Mid C R 
Adshead. Mfd W G Davies. Mid R 
J Toshney. 

72 Flight Air Traffic Control 
Mid a Horder. 

internationals 

Midshipmen: Abdul wanab. All 
Mohammed Al Baluchi. ISA 
Fields. Hamad All Al Fannah. 
Haytham Dannawy. z A 
Kamarulzaman. Mohammed Al 
BousL Mohammad said A] 
Muzbari. S Palo. Rashid Alt. 
Rashid Mubarek Al Kamsule. 
Suleiman Khalaf Al HosnI. 


Royal visits 

The Prince of Wales will visit 
Australia from January 25 and 
New Zealand from February 4. 
The Queen, accompanied by the 
Duke of Edinburgh, will visit the 
following countries between late 
February and early March: An¬ 
guilla. Dominica. Guyana. Belize, 
The Cayman islands. Jamaica. 
The Bahamas and Bermuda. 


King’s College puts 
paid to free entry 


By John Shaw 


KING’S College. Cambridge 
is to impose permanent ad¬ 
mission charges for visitors 
from March next year, it was 
announced yesterday. 

King's has became one of 
the most popular tourist at¬ 
tractions in Britain with the 
traditional Christmas Eve ser¬ 
vice of nine lessons and carols 
broadcast from its medieval 
chapel. 

The college introduced 
charges on a trial basis during 
the summer, saying that in 
recent years it had been over¬ 
whelmed by visitors. Adults 
had to pay £2 but accompany¬ 
ing children under L2 were 
free. Students and teenagers 
between 12-17 paid El. There 
was no charge for those wish¬ 
ing to attend chapel services. 

The object was to cut num¬ 
bers. protect the grounds and 
buildings and. make visits 
more enjoyable. The famous 
river tank walk at the tack of 
the college was included in the 
intineraiy and a team of 
guides was recruited. 


Kenneth Hook, the Domus 
Bursar, said: “We seemed to 
have achieved our short-term 
objectives. The pressure on the 
college has beat reduced, the 
custodians have become ma¬ 
jor attractions adding a fund 
of information our visitors 
may have otherwise missed 
and we have raised urgently 
needed income which will go 
towards the cost of maintain¬ 
ing the ■ chapel and other 
buildings." 

Although the college had 
been concerned about levying 
admission “the genuinely in¬ 
terested have been very sup¬ 
portive". He said the general 
feeling was that the fees were 
at an acceptable level “ parti cu- ■ 
larly as they were to be used in 
preserving the heritage for 
future generations". Similar 
charges are likely next year. 

The college, founded in 1441. 
is also discussing with the 
local authority the site of a 
kiosk after planners refused to 
allow the erection of one 
outside the chapel. 



Douglas Hurd, the Foreign Secretary, unveiling the newly refurbished “Boy” statue in St James's Park, London, ycstaday. The marble 
figure on a granite pedestal with three drinking bowls was erected in 1863, The refurbishment was commissioned by the Royal Parks 


Piping 

Players rise above judging discord 


Early panpipes are 
dated to Romans 

By Norman Hammond, archaeology correspondent 


AS AT Oban and Inverness, so 
in London. For the third time 
it has been clearly demonstrat¬ 
ed that the Competing Pipers’ 
Association's boycott of com¬ 
petitions where the judges 
were not members of the 
Association of Piping Adjudi¬ 
cators has had little effect 

The Scottish Piping Society 
of London's annual competi¬ 
tions provided a full day of 
excellent piping, of a generally 
high standard. Apart from the 
Bratach Gorm. for which 
there were five entries, num¬ 
bers were not significantly less 
than in previous years. Now 
that the end of the piping year 
has come, we can ask our¬ 
selves the question. “Is anyone 
indispensable?" 

There are three piotai- 
reachd competitions. The first 
confined to gold medallists at 
Oban or Inverness, was won 
by Pipe-Major lain Macey, 
with an impressive perfor¬ 
mance of the “Lament for 
Captain MacDougall", com¬ 
posed by the Dunollie Piper. 
Ronald MacDougall, on the 


By Angus Nichol 

death of the then MacDougall 
of Lunga. Andrew Wright took 
second prize, with “The Earl of 
SeafOrth’s Salute" 

Nineteen pipers entered for 
the open ptobaireachd event 
for the Gillies Memorial 
Challenge Cup. Pipe-Major 
Macey repeated his success, 
this time playing the “Lament 
for MacLeod of Colbeck". 
Jonathan Gillespie played the 
“Lament for Donald Duaghal 
MacKay" to take second place. 

The third piobaireachd 
event is for the Highland Club 
challenge cup. and is an 
amateur competition. It was 
won by Ewen Ross, who 
played “Too Long in this 
Condition”. A Danish piper. 
Tue Johannesen, took second 
prize with the “Lament for Sir 
James MacDonald of the 
Isles" 

The principal ceol beag 
event, the London Medallion, 
is open to those eligible to 
compete in the March, Strath¬ 
spey and reel events at Oban 
and Inverness. This was won 
by William Morrison. The 


open competition for light 
music, for the Strachan Me¬ 
morial trophy, was won by 
Kenneth MacLeod. The third 
of the March, Strathspey and 
reel events, for the Highland 
Society of London’s Targe, 
also an amateur competition, 
was won by Ross MacCrindle. 
There is a march event, also 
for those eligible to compete in 
the former winners* competi¬ 
tions at Oban and Inverness, 
for the J.8. Robertson Trophy. 
This was also won by William 
Morrison. The jig competi¬ 
tion, open to all comers, at¬ 
tracted a large entry as usual- 
First prize, the Beaton Cup. 
went to William Morrison. 

The junior competition, for 
Gaelic air and jig. was won by 
Ross MacCrindle. 

The overall Championship 
prize for 1993 was won by 
Pipe-Major Macey. on the 
strength of his two first prizes 
for piobaireachd and third 
prize in the London Medal¬ 
lion. In fact, no other compet¬ 
itor came very close to his total 
for the qualifying events. 


BIRTHS: Martin Opitt, poet. 
Bunzlau. Silesia, 1597; James 
Gibbs, architect. Aberdeen. 1682; 
Sir Richard Arkwright, inventor. 
Preston. 1732: Sir Martin Archer 
Shee, painter, Dublin, 1770; Jean 
Francois Champollion. Egyptolo¬ 
gist, Figeac. France. 1790: Joseph 
Smith, founder of the Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints 
(Mormons). Sharon. Vermont, 
ISOS: Samuel Smiles, author of Self 


Anniversaries 

Help, Haddington, Lothian, 1812: 
Vladimir Ivanovich Nemirovich- 
Danchenko, theatre director, nov¬ 
elist and playwright, Ozurgety. 
Georgia. 1858; Sir Hugh Alien, 
musician. Reading. 1869: J. Arthur 
Rank. 1st Baron Rank, indus¬ 
trialist and film magnate. Hull. 
1888. 

DEATHS: Michael Drayton, port. 
London. 1631; John Canon, Puritan 
r clergyman (the Patriarch of New 


England), Boston. 1652; Thomas 
Robert Mai thus, economist, Bath. 
1834; Hugh Miller, geologist, 
committed suicide, 1865: Alexandre 
Gustave Eiffel, builder of the tower 

bearing his name. Paris, 1923: 
Anthony Herman Fokker, aircraft 
pioneer, New York. 1939: Edward 
Frederick Lindtey Wood, 1st Earl 
of Halifax, statesman. Viceroy of 
India 1926-31, Garrowby, York¬ 
shire, 1959. 


A UNIQUE set of Roman 
panpipes has been found in 
London, Initially thought to be 
Saxon, the pipes have been 
dated to Roman times by 
comparison with instruments 
from the France and 
Germany. 

Discovered on a site near 
Southwark Bridge, the pipes 
were made from boxwood and 
less than five by two inches in 
size. Hie instrument contains 
four surviving pipes and part 
of a fifth, but Henrietta Clare 
of London University esti¬ 
mates that there were original¬ 
ly as many as eight pipes. 

The range of notes that 
could have been produced was 
estimated using a mathemati¬ 
cal formula that integrates the 
velocity of sound in air and its 
frequency with the length of 
the pipe. The five notes that 
could be calculated were B- 
flat C. D, E and G. Compari¬ 
son with two other panpipes 
from France and Germany 
showed that these had an 
overlapping but slightly high¬ 
er range of notes. While a 
Roman pottery panpipe found 


Mr Denys Lyond ToUemache 
Oppe, of Newnham, Basingstoke, 
Hampshire, late merchant banker, 
left estate valued at £6,02934 net 
Mr Eric Sowerby Cask, of 

Whissendine, Locs-£665,108 

Mr Roy Weltoa of WooDey. West 

Yorkshire_£1,097,693 

Cot Edmund David Hugh W3- 
liams. of Gheftnondiston. Suffolk 
£676523 

Mr Robert Gordon Clover, of 


near Oxford had a slightly 
lower range. 

Ms Clare says that Roman 
and medieval panpipes show 
close consistency with modem 
tuning. ‘This suggests that, 
even if classical empires rise 
and fall, some forms of music 
may have survived." 

Source: London Archaeologist 
7 No. 4:87-92 



A Roman statue with 
panpipes of the era 


Latest wills 

Shermgharn. Norfolk_£946.900 

Mrs Phyllis Coker, of Stratton. 

Cornwall---£908,044 

Mrs Sheila Mary Hargroves, of 
Jesmond. Newcastle upon 

Tyne-E852*32 

Mrs Beatrice MOlioent Kdtoo. of 

Haslemere, Surrey-£1,473.732 

Mr RusseU MaUinson, of 
Huddersfield, West York¬ 
shire-£810.147 

Mr William Calvert Miller, of 


Forthcoming 

marriages 

Mr W.H.W. Allen 

and Miss C.S. Longngg W 

The engagement is announced 
between William, younger son of 
Mr S R- Allen, of Truro, and of 
Mrs PA Price, of France, and 
Catherine, youngest daughter of 
Mr and Mrs DJ.F. Longngg, or 
Oxford. 

Mr RJ. Batterham 
and Miss M.H. Bedford 
The engagement is announced 
between Richard John, son of Mr 
and Mrs C.C, Batterham. of 
Stanway. Colchester, Essex, and 
Mary Helen, daughter of Mr and 
Mrs R.W. Bedford, of Coleonon. 
Leicestershire. 

MrlAGletson 

and Miss J.D. Cooper 
The engagement is announced 
between Ian. son of Mr and Mra J. 
Gleeson, of Stamford. Lincoln¬ 
shire, and Janine. daughter of Mr W : 
and Mrs G.B. Cooper, of Barer 

Green, Worcestershire. 

Mr PAB. Hearne 
and Miss CL Simmons 
The engagement is announced 
between .Andrew, younger am of 
Mr and Mrs Roy Hearne, of 
Bristol, and Caroline, elder 
daughter of Mr Gerald Simmons, 
of Denton, Sussex and of Mrs 
Janet Simmons, of Hook, 
Hampshire. 

Mr R.C- Morris 
and Miss J.R- Reeves 
The engagement is announced 
between Robin, elder son of Mr 
, and Mrs Bill Morris, of 
Shrewsbury. Shropshire, and 
Joanna, daughter of Mr and Mrs ^ 
Derek Reeves, of Famham,* 
Surrey. 

Mr LC.R. Oppenhdm 
and Miss L Guest 
The engagement is announced 
between Laurie, son of Mr Charles 
Oppenheim and Mrs Anne-Marie 
d'EstainvOle. of Paris, and Laetitia. 
daughter of Mrs Caroline Murat 
Guest and the late Hot Raymond 
Guest, of Virginia, USA 

Dr C.M.E. Rowland Payne 
and Miss W.M. Mair 
The engagement is announced 
between Christopher, only son of 
Major and Mis .Edwin Rowland 
Payne, and Wendy, younger 
daughter of Mr and Mrs Maxwell 
Mair. of Paint Shares, Bermuda. 

Mr S. Ruiz 
and Miss C. Richard 
The engagement is announce^ 
between Samuel eldest son of Mp. 1 
and Mrs J. Ruiz, of Ickkton, 
Cambridgeshire. Christina, 
youngest daughter of Lieutenant- 
Colonel and Mrs K. Richard, of 
Wymondham. Norfolk. 

Mr D.W.G. Sawyer 
and Mra J.D. Ross 
The engagement is announced 
between David Sawyer, of London, 
SW1, son of the late Rev James W. 
Sawyer. TD, and Mrs Sawyer, and 
Jane Ross, of Oxonhoath, Kent, 
daughter of the late Hon Andrew 
and Mrs Shirley. 


Lincoln’s Inn 

The following have been elected 
Benchers: Philip Linn ell Heslop, 
QC Christopher Hugh McCall, 
QC, David Neubetger. QC Nicho¬ 
las Dusan Bratza, QC William 
Dawson Ainger, Judge Denison. 
QC. 


University news 

Southampton 

Dr Laurence Lostgarten. Reader 
in Law at foe University of 
Warwick, has been appointed to a 
chair of law 


Erdington, West Midlands 
£507,967 

Mrs Marjorie Suzanne Richards. 

of Leicester-—£1.585,904 

Mr Stephen Anthony Worth of 

London NW2—.. £1.19407. 

Mrs Helen Mary Alncy. of Penrith. 

Cumbria............._ £71X1234 

Mr Bruce Odery Boandman. of 
Woodford Green, Essex £815*295 
Mr George Maxwell Churches, of 
Truro, Cornwall—.....£705,557 


TRADE: 071 481 1982 
PRIVATE: 071 481 4000 


PERSONAL COLUMN 


FAX: 071 483 9313 s 
FAX: 071 782 7828*' 


Happy indeed are they whom i 
Cod ntaiken Therefor* 40 I 
muretect the AfcnJghty'* <Bs- i 
dp line. For though lie 

wounds he will bind up: the , 
. hands that harm wU heal. 1 
Job S : 17.18 


BERTHS 


MIDDEN - On December 2191 
1995. al Southampton. to 1 
Maras' into Knox) and Pinup- 1 
a son. Peter James, a brott xx I 
for Lwy. 

CLARK - On 22nd Decanter. , 
lo Sarah, wife Of ine late I 
Miles Clara, a daughter. 

cmPPS - on December igul 
to Claire (ntc Room) amt i 
Matthew. a daughter. 
Charlotte. 

FABBHl - on 23rd November 1 
to Anne into RamynJ and 
Robert, a daughter Em* 
Florence Julia, a sister for 
Leo. With grateful thanks to 
Queen Mary's Roctaropun. 

GREER - On 18th December 
1903 to Suzanne into Brodte) 
and Roger. & beeanutd son . 1 
Samuel Thomas. Thanks to 
Dr Retards and staff a the 
Royal North Shore Hospital. 
Sydney 

MOIST - On 20th December, 
tn New York, to Stroon and 
Caroline. a daughter. 
Charlotte Johnston. 

HOBS - On isth December, 
to Maureen tnto Gaiwgter) . 

and Michael, a son. Jack 
Patrick Anthony, a brother 
for Axuva. 

PLEYDELL-BOUVEIHE - on 

20th Dece m ber, to Jane grit 1 
GOntour) and Peter, twin 
daughters. Lara and Clare, 
itstm for Timmy ana Jasnte. 1 

USD - On December ieot to 
Max and Lucy Reid, a; 
daughter CWoe Elizabeth. 

MCE - on ai* December at 
The John RadcQtte HowUal.' 
to Andrew and Kathryn tute 
Darvem. a son, Harold 
(Many) Sven Cracran. 

STANTON - On December 
17th. to Clan) (nto Dean) and 
•lames, a son. Theodore 
James Edwanl. a brother far 
Camdia. 

TBOwbi * On December 
aoih. (O Mary and wmum, a 
daughter. Rosanna Mary. 


BIRTHS 


TURNBULL - Ot» December I 
16rb. to Judy (nfe Mason) 
and Charles, a daughter. 
Rebecca, a sis te r tor Andrew. 
WALSH ■ On December 9th to 
EltoMh into BaDance) and 
David, a son. Charles James. 


DEATHS _ 

ALEXANDER - On 19th 
December, peacefully in 
hospuaL Ernest Edward, 
aged W years, cremation at 
Beckenham Crmauntum. 
Wednesday 29th December 
at 1 pm. Pamay flowers only 
ter raued. donations tt 
desired to imperial Cancer 
Re s ea rc h Fund, c/o Franca 
Chappell & Sans. Any enauf- 

Iies teu 0609 87&I16. 

ARGENT - Terence David 
Nicholas (NKM passed away 
peacefully al home on Zltt 
Dece mb er 1993 aged «? 
years after a long Dines* 
bravely bane. Moved son 
of Terry and Jeanute. 
toother is CMvtn. toother-to 
law to Emma and adored 
uncle of Annabeoe and Kath¬ 
erine. He win be sadly missed 
by aD Ids lamfly and Matas. 
Funeral and Thantoplvina 
service at Si Marta CtturCh. 
SUptefteld. West Sussex al 
11.30 am on Thursday 
December 30th. AB flowers 
and enquiries to P A S 
Gallagher. Fraser Heusc. 
Triangle Road. Haywards 
Heath. West Sussex. Teh 
DU4 451166 

CHRtansoN - on aiat 
December, peacefully, aged 

• 100. General Sir Phfljp 
ChrtsUsan. beloved Other Of 
Ann and Fiona and much 
loved grandfather and great 
grandfather. Funeral Service 
for load Mends and tantlv 
ai Heuy Trinity Church. 
Metros*, at 12 noon on 
Thursday 3001 December, 
family flowers only, a 
M emorial service win be 
held at St Mary's Cathedral. 
Edtotesun. af 12-30 mi m 
F riday. 2fth January. 


DEATHS 


DAVIDSON ■ On 21st 
December 1993. peacefully 
at home. Colonel Robert St 
Clair Davidson. O.B.E . aged 
93. Beloved husband of Die 
laic Betty, much loved father 
of Julia. Stephen and David 
and grandfather of Detail. 
Susanna and Fehctty. 
Funeral Sendee to be held al 
11 am on Thursday, soai 

, December *i the Church of 
the Blessed Maty. Upturn, 
followed by cremation at 
Southampton Crematorium. 
ramOy flowers only, 
donation* If desired to 
Thomas Pink 6 Son. Bank 
Street. Bishop's Wattham. 
Southampton to he divided 
between Dr. Graham's 
Homes. Kattmpong and the 
Motor Neurone Dtaxae 

Association. 

DOUtBLAS-namAnnr - cm 

SIM December 1995. at 
Mine In Longwnrth. 
Oxfordshire. Rodney 

Archibald, aged 80. husband 
of th* tote Rosemary, die late 
Nancy* and of Ollvta. 
Cremation private, manorial 
service to be arranged. 

ELIOTS _ on 22nd December, 
aged 23 hi a motor aoddent 
Orarge Gervase Phfltp 
beloved youngest mn or 
Henry & Carolyn of 
Cotestejumc. GUk. Funeral 
Cotatxmm# Tuesday 28th 
December 2 -SOpm. 

ESS KIKE - Mar and Kettle 
oeacefutty on Wednesday 
22nd Oeeembor. 1993 at 
Sthttog Royal Infirmary. 
John Francis Harvey 
Ersklne. Eart of Mar and 
Kellie. KSU. In hh 73rd 
year. Funeral private. A 
service of Dianksgtvtog win 
be held on Saturday. Ui 
January. 199* at 12 o'clock, 
a) St Mungo's Parish Church. 
ADM. 


FAMtl - John. On December 
21 *. peacefully, nm i w a 
husband at Catherine and 

father of Dexmts and &Ma. 


DEATHS 


HBtDMAM - On December 
22nd neocetUly Commander 
Cbufflas AJcKundUr i 

Herttnam. DU RN used 90 ' 
years) of Sion MDb, County 
Tyrone. Dear Father of. 
Mark. ewia. Tony and 1 'Sgel 
and loving brother of Iona. 
Funeral Service at 2 pm at ; 
the Giurcta o f the Good 
Shepherd. Sion MDb on 
Wednesday. 29th December. , 

If wished, donations In Hen of 

flowers to the O iuicli of the 
Good Shepherd (c/o the I 
Rector). 


HOLBOftow - ou December 
22 nd 1993 in Weotngten. 
New Zealand. David Oeorpe 
i w ir e d Ptpta m al New 
Zealand Fond® Service. 
Formerly of Beetles. Stofotk- 
Husband of the ute Howena 
and lather at P enelope, 
Stomn and Rupert, Funeral 

Friday 34tti Dece mb er 
Wellington Cathedral. 


HORTON - MUM of 
I Sotihuil. aged 67 years. 
Adored husband of Marilyn. 
Moved father and step¬ 
father of Call. Kate. 
Samantha and SUbtaD and 
grandfather of Tone* and 
Aikta. passed away suddenly 
to hespuu on Tuesday. 
Decemoer 21 ft 1993. Win 
be SMty mhiHl amt 
remembered with love By all 
his ramay and friends. The 
Funeral Service at St 
Alpteege Church. SoDhuO on 
Wednesday. December 29th 
at 1.19 pm. foflowod by 
cremation al RoB&i Heed 
Cre ma torium at 2.30 pm. 


DEATHS 


KHAN - Abdul Aziz Khan, 
former Managing Director of 
Century Financial Serviced, 
mured on Monday. Stab 
December 1993 leaving wife, 
two daughters and a son. 
The funeral prayers were 
held at Regents Park Mosque 
on me 2l» December. May 
Allah la'Allah rest Ids pool to 
peace. Amoen. 

LEPKOWSKJ - On 2QO> 
December peac ef u lly Joseph 
Karel of CMddlnsfohJ. 
Service at Si Teresa's 
Churdi ChkKnngfOM on 
Wednesday 29th December 
at to ara. Family flowers 
only. Enquiries to G.M- LitfT 
* Partners. Telephone 0428 
6*363*4 

PASHLEY - Gloria. vtoUntst. 
dM on November 2 BUi m 
hospital. Beloved sister of 
Anne and mother of Kevin. 
Condolences to OT 02 
61*250. 

POLAND - On December 2 lst 
pracefuily at home. Hester, 
to her 92nd year, wife of the 
tote Kenneth Gordon Poland, 
much loved mother. 

grandmother ana 

«**isr*!dmoOier. Requiem 
Mass at Our Lady of Lonnies 
enurth. Hastomere. Surrey 
on Tuesday January 4th at 
11 am. Flowers or If dedred 
donations to Macmillan Unit 
c/o Harm 6 Bams Funeral 
Directors. Avenue House. 
Headley Road, crayshou. 
Htodhoad. Surrv CU266T2 
o r leteph one 0428 604436. 

ROBERTS On 21 st 

December 1993 , peacetUBy 
m her 98m year, at Si 
Nectar*. Margaret tote 
Standage! Much toved 
mother of John and the late 


peacefully tut 32nd 
December. Cremahcm af 
Colder* Creen Crema to rium 
at AOO gm on Thursday 30th 
December. Family flo w ers 
only plea se . Donations to 
Fight for Sight InHBu&r at 
Ophthalmology Bath Street 
EC1V 90- 


FrtRy 31st Decemoer 1993 
dim. foOowM by prime 
fauBHMion. No flowers please 
at her request: don a tions (r 
desired to Cancer Ttcsasrch 
c/o Mummery S, Co. 31 
Devonshire Road. Bedim-on- 
Sea TN40 lam. 


1 SMITH - OO December 3003 
1993. suddenly. John 
; Patrick much lowed htatand 
of Aim, beloved father of 
Helen. Peter and Andrew. 

1 grandCaiher of Emily und 
Andrew and Mother at 
Barry and Sheila. Funeral 
1 service at EKMngtam Parish 
Church on Thursday 
December 30th at 2.46 pro. 

1 followed bar private 
Crematton. Family flowers 
only ptease bat donations if 
desired to British Heart 
Foundauon. C/o C. 
Waterhouse * Sons. High 
i Street. Bnrwash. E. Bx. TH 
(04361 882219. 


STRAWS - Bernard, died at 
MS home m 190t December 
after a short Maes*. Bernard 
will always be remembered 
as one of the PcraonaHttes of 
An Ute maaeurtotce 
Industry. No was one of 
[hoop vtry .ee w paeota who 
cotod make friends instantly 
and wmdd remain so with 
Baoae who met bbu. He was a 
true gc id fcniM In evety 
sense or the word. He ra 
always honest and sincere; 
Ms sucema can hr measured 
Mr ths nu m ber of people ah 
*vtr the wortd who trusted 
Mm bnpttdtty. The sadness 
at Ms sudden death wffl be 
whored by termer eotteaoues 
and frieMf M the U AA. and 
UJt, ml huatoees friends to 
apnost every European 
country, la the Middle East, 
Far East Africa end 
AbtfraUa. He died too seen. 
He had done so much u Ms 
me tar so many people. w» 
assumed he would always be 
There Mr u*. Bernard leaves 
htt wife Mary. 2 eons Ian ana 
Paid told 2 grandsons 
Andrew and OtraUft and a 
large, dm family at Mow 
sid abroad. Tta Funeral wffl 
be on Thursday 23rd 
December to 12 MMOto All 
flatoia GIBHW OWhl 
Domestic fine. ftWto Air 
Force. Mato Road, Naphta. 
Budt many dowere only. 
Donations to imperial Cancer 
Rematch Fund c/o smart 
puce Funeral Service. 13 
HS Avenue. Aiaeijuam. 
Btafck UK BSD. u* (0494) 
434484. 


STHAKER - Peacefbfly hi her 
sleep on December 2001 
Phidits Loratne of Stagshaw. 
In her 97th year. Funeral St 
Aktau's. Stngshaw, on 
Tuesday December 28th a 
2pm. No flower* Emit 
doototona If desbud to 
Charlotte. Shaker House. 

UPPERTON - Derek Keith, on 
21st Deceinbar 1993 U . 
hospital. Father Of Tracy and 
Suzanne, orandlboier of 
Olivia and Feta. Funeral at | 
St Joseph's Church 
Maidenhead 29th Decanter 
pi 10 am. Family flowers 
Only. Donations to Wuhan) 
Park Hospital Trust. StouBh. 

WEST - On December 20 t*u 
1993 peacefully to home. 
Guy Frefltrlk Nanyah. aged 
years of laflwn. SuBdk, 
Loving husband of Johy. 
ftober of Oral and Mck. 
orandfUher of Christo and 
Robert Service of 

Thantogtvtog to SL 

Andrew^. Layham at 2 pm 
on Wednesday. Decanter 
29th. flawed, or dantotons 
made payable to Missions to 
Semen ec Macmillan Nuraea 
may be sent 10 Farthing. 
Stntoecon A Hasting*. 660 
Woodbridga Road. Ipswich. 
IP4 4PW. 

WHITEHEAD - On Friday 
ITthDecei uu er.pe a c e f un y in 
hosMial after mneai term 
with dtgntty and valour. 

Mtehaot Uis o u . aped SB. 
bdoved boshand at Fallrily 
and devoted and adored 
father at Kate and Allen, a 
noMe spirit, loved and 
respected by many. Funeral 
Service on Thursday 6 th 
January 1994 to IftSOpnat 
I the Church of 8t 


IN MEMORIAM- 
PRIVATE _ 

HAYNES - Daphne. 26fh 
Decanter 1983. In tender 
luvtng meawry always. 1 
Henry and fondly. 

PAYNE - Ken. Cherished ; 
today and always. TanL 
Jem. Fiona and Ottvla. 

RUSMTON - John Lour* MA I 
PhD of SheflWd 23rd 
Decanter 1992. 1 

Remembered by family and I 
friends. 

STANLEY - Raymond, sadly 
mtaed on your . to nhda y 
today, love you daily , 
always . Joyce. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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WTB tel. 1 mr ago I ohm 
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U^jiiu* t 


™,»„. GENER AL SIR PHILIP CHRISTISON, 

w*0 commanded XV Ondii) 

Corps in operations against the 
Japanese ut Burma darine^T 

100. H'wasboraon November 


BT 


ALAN HILL 


*J™ E . **"?.<* his dea* Britain's 

jus 

SrSwiS 

on the Japanese in the Rv„~Zt 
theatre, thus turning the tide inwhS 
had until then. bSsTa £SSS 
% rampaign. His victory in JEK?X 
■ the spnng of 1944 notonly redeemed 
ftSSS? ^h d^hdelein che?r£ 
” but m «s nature, it caused 
a hasty Japanese revision of their 

ctualiri« of 

Bndsh and Indian troops. In Arakan. 
for the first nme. since the headlong 
rettais of 1942 the British did no! 

^ ex P ecte d. when out¬ 
flanked by the Japanese. Instead they 
dung on and. properly supplied and 
reinforced by air. forced the Japanese 
to take therr first steps backward in 
Burma. Those first steps soon be- 
CBBne »™ u * a * they, in iheir turn, 
now fell back, pursued by the three 
w and XXXill - of 
GoieraJ Slim's 14th Army. 

£ After this victory Christison con¬ 
ducted a remarkabie island hoppin* 
advance down the shores of the Bay 
of Bengal to capture Rangoon in 1945. 
He then went on to reoccupy Singa¬ 
pore. thus avenging one of the worst 
reverses to British arms of the whole 
war, which had taken place with the 
surrender of the island's garrison 
three-and-a-half years before. After 
the war. as Allied Commander-in- 
Chief Netherlands East Indies, he 
played his pan in attempting to 
preserve peace in Indonesia in very 
difficult circumstances. 

Alexander Frank Philip Christison 
was bom into a distinguished family. 
His grandfather. Sir Robert was in 
his time, president of the Edinburgh 
College of Physicians, of the Royal 
Society of Edinburgh and the British 
Medical Association and Physician 
w in Ordinary to the Queen. His father. 
Sir Alexander, became Surgeon- 
General of the Bengal Army, and 
was the first doctor to use chloroform 
on active service when, during the 
Burma War of 1885. he tended an 
ensign who later became Field Mar¬ 
shal Lord Wolseley. 

Philip Christison was educated at 
Edinburgh Academy and University 
College. Oxford, where he read 
medicine, and in 1914 he was com¬ 
missioned into the Cameron High¬ 
landers. He saw some of the fiercest 
fighting on the Western front, nota¬ 




bly at the ill-fated Battle of Loos in 
September 1915. There, amid the 
carnage of a well-nigh suicidal 
British advance against a German 
Army whose heavy guns outnum¬ 
bered its own by 20 to 1, Christison 
found himself at one point, among a 
group of dispirited, leader less 
Cameramans whose will to fight had 
been completely shattered by the 
mind-numbing bombardment Strik¬ 
ing up in Gaelic with the rallying 
song “The March of the Cameraman 
Men" he steadied the men and 
reformed them for the fray a gain . 
Later in the same day he was blown 
into a shell hole and found himself 
face to face with a German soldier. 
Both drew their pistols and fired, the 
German falling dead and Christison 
being badly wounded in die groin. 
He recovered to fight on and had won 
the MC and Bar by the end of the 
First World War. 

Afterwards he derided to make 
soldiering rather than medicine his 
life’s work. He became noted for his 


imperturbability, tactical flair and 
cheerfulness. In Arakan his Indian 
soldiers were later to call him 
“Smiling General Sahib”. 

In 1937 he was given command of 
the 2nd Battalion, the Duke of 
Wellington’s Regiment; and by 1940 
be was Commandant of the Staff 
College, Quetta. After a shore spell in 
command of 15th Scottish Division, 
he returned to India and in October 
1943 he took over XV (Indian) Corps 
from General Slim in- Burma when 
the latter was promoted to command 
the 14th Army. 

Christison’s first task was to mount 
an offensive in November 1943 
against the heavily fortified Japanese 
front in the Arakan. He devised the 
successful tactic of destroying their 
bunkers piecemeal fay blasting the 
jungle cove- away with high explo¬ 
sive shells so that they could be 
destroyed one by one with armour 
piercing shot He also formulated the 
concept of supplying his corps by air 
using what was to become the 


famous “Admin Box". However, the 
Japanese 28th Army under General 
SaJcurai Sham opened a counter¬ 
offensive and infiltrated a large force 
(under the formidable Colonel 
Tiwahashi) through the jungle, 
which appeared unheralded in 
Christison's rear areas. They expect¬ 
ed the British to withdraw precipi¬ 
tately as they had always done before 
but Christison would not foil back. 
Inspired by his determination and 
supplied by air. XV Corps turned the 
tables on the Japanese. 

After a fortnight of some of the 
fiercest fighting of the campaign, 
much of it hand to hand, the 
Japanese were forced to withdraw. 
The legend of Japanese invincibility 
in Burma was shattered; and the new 
system of air supply, upon which the 
re-conquest of Burma would depend, 
had been proven. Christison. who the 
year before had been appointed CB, 
was now in 1944, created KSE in the 
field, the ceremony being carried out 
by Lord WaveII. the Viceroy of India. 

In the final 1945 offensive 
Christison advanced down the Bur¬ 
ma coast using a series of amphibi¬ 
ous right hooks to take Akyab. 
Ramree and Cheduba islands from 
which Slim's main thrust down the 
Irrawaddy could be supplied try air 
and be launched the amphibious 
Operation Dracula that re-took the 
Burmese capital Rangoon on May 3. 
1945. just before the monsoon 
brought operations to a halt. 
Throughout, the enemy were con¬ 
stantly outfought and outwitted. In 
the battle of Ramree Island, 
Christison was awarded an immedi¬ 
ate DSO for personally rallying his 
leading assault troops. It was an 
award never before given to a 
lieutenant-general and one of which 
he was understandably proud. 

After temporarily commanding the 
14th Army he was then appointed 
Commander-in-Chief Allied Land 
Forces South East Asia. In that 
capacity and as the only British 
Commander-in-Chief engaged with 
the enemy he took the surrender, on 
September 3. 1945. of foe Japanese 
Seventh Area Army from General 
Itagaki and foe South Seas Fleet from 
Admiral Fukuchama on board HMS 
Sussex. 

Christison’s war was not over. On 
September 29 he landed with the 
advanced elements of his corps at 
Batavia (now Jakarta) as Command¬ 
er Allied (forces, Netherlands East 
Indies, to supervise the disarmament 
of the Japanese garrison and to 
repatriate the Allied prisoners of war. 
Because of the political and hostile 
tensions that existed he considered 
this the most difficult and delicate 
responsibility he was ever given. But 
showing firmness and diplomacy he 


discharged it with complete success 
and. in the words of the British 
official historian. “He created the 
situation, which, for the first rime, 
made constructive negotiations 
possible". 

After a short tenure as GOC-in-C 
Northern Command. Christison was 
given the job that he had always 
wanted; GOC-in-C Scottish Com¬ 
mand and Governor of Edinburgh 
Castle. He retired from the Army in 
1949 and settled in the Borders where 
he was a fruit farmer for over 40 
years. Throughout this period he 
played a prominent part in the 
community and was a Deputy lieu¬ 
tenant of Roxburghshire. He ala) 
freely gave his time to the chairman 
or president of over 24 various 

societies and associations. 

In his private life he was a keen 
ornithologist, publishing two books 
on the subject — Birds of Northern 
Baluchistan (1940) and Birds of 
Arakan (with Aubrey Buxton, 1946). 
He was also a military historian and 
his booklet on foe Battle of Bannock¬ 
burn has been adopted by the 
National Trust for Scotland as the 
official handbook for visitors to the 
battlefield. 

Christison was a talented musi- 
dan, he read and wrote Gaelic and 
was a student of Celtic literature and 
music. He loved field sports and 1 
fished the rivers Spey and Tweed as 
well as shooting regularly until the 
age of 95. 

The next year he made the gener¬ 
ous gesture of handing bade foe 16th- 
century samurai sword of General 
Moichiro Yamamoto to his widow. 
Yamamoto, who was commanding in 
Java when Japan capitulated, had 
surrendered it to Christison during 
the British reoccupation of Indone¬ 
sia. He had known Yamamoto when 
he was on attachment to the British 
Army in England in 1929. 

The celebration of his 100th birth¬ 
day on November 17 this year was 
begun with a skirl of pipes at dawn, 
at his home in the Borders town of 
Melrose, where bands, choirs and 
dancers continued foe festivities 
throughout the day. After an Army 
Air Corps flypast 116 guests turned 
up to pay their respects to foe old 
soldier who was surrounded by his 
relatives, including great grand¬ 
children. 

In 1916 Christison married Betty, 
daughter of the Right Rev A. Mitch¬ 
ell, Bishop of Aberdeen and Orkney. 
They had a son and three daughters. 
His wife died in 1974 and he married 
in that year Vida Wallace Smith. 
MBE. She died in 1992. 

He leaves two daughters. His son 
was killed in Burma during the war 
and one of his daughters also 
predeceased him. 


Alan HID. CBE. 
publisher and one-time 
manag ing director of the 
Heinemaon Group, died 
on December 17 aged 81. 
He was bora on Angus! 

12,1912. 

ALAN HILL was the foremost 
educational book publisher of 
the second half of the 20th 
century. He combined re¬ 
markable energy with an un¬ 
canny gift for anticipating 
exactly what schools and uni¬ 
versities would be looking for 
in foe years ahead. 

In himself he was a colour¬ 
ful character who often affect¬ 
ed the mien of an absent- 
minded professor while 
retaining a mind as sharp as a 
finely-honed knife. In 1988 Hill 
published his autobiography. 
In Pursuit of Publishing. In an 
introduction to it the Nigerian 
novelist Chinua Achebe wrote 
of him; “He clearly likes books 
and people. He even likes 
authors.” 

Bom in Barwell. Leicester¬ 
shire, Alan John Wills Hill 
came from foe tradition of 
English Nonconformist radi¬ 
calism, remaining all his life a 
supporter of foe Labour Party. 
His father was a village 
schoolmaster who rose to be¬ 
come president of the National 
Union of Teachers: his mother 
was foe daughter of amission- 
ary in foe Cameroons. Educat¬ 
ed first at Wyggeston School. 
Leicester, then at Jesus Coll¬ 
ege. Cambridge, his contem¬ 
poraries at the latter included 
Robert Gittmgs and James 
Reeves, both of whom he was 
later to publish with consider¬ 
able success. 

While he was still a school¬ 
boy he met Enid Matin. On a 
Saturday in 1929 they agreed 
that one day they would 
marry, she then being 14 while 
he was 16. They finally 
achieved this end on August 4, 
1939. Thereafter she provided 
both the solid infrastructure 
and the warm companionship 
for the rest ofhis life. 

Hill joined Heinemann’s in 
1936. leaving only to enter the 
RAF in 1940 where he began 
as an aircraftsman 2nd class 
and ended up as a squadron 
leader. Returning to 
Heinemann’s after foe Second 
World War, he re-launched 
the educational department 
which quickly blossomed into 
Heinemann Educational 
Books, by any standards the 



most successful postwar edu¬ 
cational publishing venture. 
Throughout nearly 40 years 
he worked alongside Tony 
Beal and Edward Thompson, 
founding foe African Writers' 
Series and publishing actors 
and musicians like John Giel¬ 
gud. Michael Redgrave and 
Yehudi Menuhin. 

Eventually foe firm became 
the publisher to the National 
Theatre. With a great deal of 
overseas work behind him. 
Hill was elected the first 
chairman of foe Education 
Publishers Council and was 
appointed CBE in 1972. the 
year before he took over as 
managing director of the en¬ 
tire Heinemann Group. 

He never quite resembled 
the high-powered executive. 
Distrait and slightly 
disorganised, he would arrive 
at a friend's house for supper 
and announce that he had to 
phone Tokyo immediately on 
business; or. in an equally 
dishevelled mental state, ring 
the same friend at 630am or 
1130pm the next day seeking 
some crucial piece of publish¬ 
ing information. In the office 
he was kind and thoughtful to 
seniors and juniors alike. He 
would seem to be sleeping 
through a meeting, then wake, 
exactly at foe right moment to 
propose a solution to a prob¬ 
lem that everyone else had 
missed. 

He was indefatigable. Re¬ 
tirement at 67 meant nothing 
to him. He remained a consul¬ 
tant to Heinemann’s, and 
particularly to Heinemann. 
Nigeria, to the day of his 
death. The world of books will 
be a darker place without him. 

He leaves his widow, a 
daughter and two sons — one 
of whom is also a publisher. 


DORIS WILLS 


PROFESSOR E. W. YEMM 




Doris Wills. 

psychotherapist, died on 
November 23 aged 84. 

She was born on 
November 30,1908. 

DORIS WILLS was a child 
psychotherapist who trained 
at foe Anna Freud Clinic in foe 
1950s. She became well known 
internationally for her pio¬ 
neering work with mothers 
and visually-impaired infants 
and young children. 

She was bom in Wimble¬ 


don. the eldest of four child¬ 
ren. with two brothers and one 
sister. Her mother had a keen 
interest in music and painting. 
Her father was a barrister 
who, for a short time, served 
as a Liberal MP. 

Doris Wills was educated at 
Wimbledon High School but 
left school with no dear idea 
about what she wanted to do. 
She undertook a year’s secre¬ 
tarial training, and then spent 
three months in Africa before 
returning to train as a nursery 
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nurse. She was very fond of 
children but did not find this 
work satisfying. In the 1930s 
she moved into psychology, 
working first in foe assess¬ 
ment and therapeutic institute 
set up by Charlotte Buhler, 
one of the pioneers in develop¬ 
mental psychology- In 1936 
she went on to take the two- 
year diploma in psychology at 
University College London 
organised by Sir Cyril Burt 
This allowed her to work as a 
psychologist 

However, the Second World 
War drastically affected her 
direction. When it came, she 
worked first in Huntingdon 
and later in Hampshire, in 
each case working with billet¬ 
ed children. Many of these 
children had severe emotional 
difficulties which were exacer¬ 
bated by separation from 
home. 

After the war she joined foe 
staff at the Tavistodc Clinic, 
working as a psychologist and 
participating in the training of 
other psychologists. By this 
time, a child psychotherapy 
training programme had been 
started at foe Tavistock Clinic 
under the auspices of John 
Bowl by. Doris Wills herself, 
however, was drawn to the 
work of Anna Freud, having 
heard her speak before the 
war. A training course had 
been started in Anna Freud'S 
Hampstead Clinic in 1947, and 
she was accepted for the 
second run of the course. 

In 1960. having completed 
die training,. Wills moved to 
foe Anna Freud Clinic as a 
staff member. At that time foe 
incidence of blindness in child¬ 


ren was higher than it is at 
present owmg to the preva¬ 
lence of ntrolental fibro¬ 
plasia. a condition resulting 
from an excess of oxygen 
administered to premature ba¬ 
bies in incubators. The nurs¬ 
ery could be attended by 
children daily, and had both a 
therapeutic and research ori¬ 
entation. The aims included 
both the understanding of the 
vicissitudes of development 
experienced by visually-im¬ 



paired children, and the exten¬ 
sion of knowledge of foe role of 
vision in normal development. 

Doris Wills was an active 
committee member of the 
Association of Child Psycho¬ 
therapists, which she helped 
to found, as well as a lively 
participant in clinical and 
educational events at foe Anna 
Freud CHnic. But she contin¬ 
ued to regard herself as a 
psychologist serving as a 
committee member of the 
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Appointments 

The Rev Kingsley Jones, Vicar, 
Colwich w Great Haywood {Lich¬ 
field): to be Vicar. Winshifl 
(Derby). 

The Ven Brian Lea. Archdeacon of 
Northern France (Europe): to be 
Rector. Chiddingiy w East 
Hoathfy (Chichester). 

The Rev Neville Manning, Vicar. 
Dawley St Jerome (London): to be 
Rector, Denton w South Heighten 
and Tarring Neville (Chichester). 
The Rev Margaret Masfen (for¬ 
merly Child). Curate. Portisbead: 
to be Assistant Curare, Jlnrinster 
(Bath and Wells). 

The Rev Richard Masten: to be 
Assistant Curate (NSM), Uminster 
(Bath and Wells). 

The Rev Hugh Moseky. Vkar. 
Ringmer. now also Rural Dean of 
Lewes and Seaford (Chichester). 
The Rev Arthur Payne. Team 
Vicar. Wickford and Run well 
Team Ministry (Chelmsford): to be 
Priesi-in-charge. Wraxall AU 
Saints and Failand (Bath and 
Wells). 


The Rev George Perera. Team 
Vicar, St James. MaghuJJ: to be 
Vicar. Si Hilda. Hums Cross 
(Liverpool). 

The Rev Robin Ray, Rector, Exford 
w Exmoor, w Hawkridge and 
Vfifoypook to be abo Rural Affairs 
Officer and ACORA Link Officer 
{Bath and Wells). 

The Rev Anthony Rose, a Chaplain 
to foe Forces to be Ream. Col¬ 
chester. Christ Church w St Mary 
at the Walls (Chelmsford). 

The Rev Harry Salsbury: to be 
Curate. Eastbourne St Mary 

(Ouchestef)- 

The Rev Rqydon Screech. Vicar, St 
Edward, New Addington, Croy- 
dmi (Southwark): to be Selection 
Secretary to the Advisory Board of 
Ministry. Church House. West¬ 
minster. 

The Rev Derek Spears, Vicar St 
Matthews. Reading: to be Vvcar. 
Earley St Peter, Reading (Oxford). 
The Rev John Tipping. Vicar. 
Sittingboume St Mary: to be 
Priesrin-dtarge, Merchant w 
HinxhiU; Sevington (Canterbury). 


British Psychological Society 
for several years. Coupled 
with her emphasis on always 
seeing the uniqueness of each 
child, this interest in other 
points of view ensured that she 
was widely respected by work¬ 
ers in foe field of visual 
impairment 

In the 1970s. for five years, 
she taught a specialised option 
on blindness in development 
within the Master's Course on 
Development Psychology, run 
by John and Elizabeth 
Newson at foe University of 
Nottingham. She grealty en¬ 
joyed this teaching which 
alerted students to how adjust¬ 
ment to blindness in later life, 
as well as in childhood, could 
be supported by a fuller un¬ 
derstanding of emotional im¬ 
plications of this impairment 

By foe 1980s Doris Wills 
had retired from this teaching 
and from the Anna Freud 
Clinic She retained an inter¬ 
est in clinic events for some 
time and contributed to foe 
foundation of two important 
trusts. One. foe Mary 
Kitzinger Trust, has focused 
on promoting research and 
teaching, concerned with emo¬ 
tional and developmental 
needs of visually impaired 
children. The other is the 
Child Psychotherapy Trust 
which has developed from an 
idea initially conceived fry . 
Doris Wills and colleagues 
into a flourishing organisation 
for promoting awareness of 
foe needs for, and functions of. 
child psychotherapy. 

Her last years were troubled 
by illness. She is survived by 
two brothers and a sister. 


Professor K W. Y rmm, 
formerly head of the 
Department of Botany of 
foe University of Bristol, 
died on November 22 
aged 84. He was born on 
July 16.1909. 

TED YEMM was renowned 
for his meticulous care as an 
experimentalist in plant physi¬ 
ology and biochemistry and 
for his many contributions in 
these fields and also plant 
ecology. He was a first-class 
teacher whose sound judg¬ 
ment and good counsel were 
widely sought. 

Edmund William Yemm 
was educated at Wyggeston 
School. Leicester, where his 
all-round ability was evident 
from the debate as to whether 
he should specialise in classics 
or the sciences; the fact that the 
biology master was also the 
cricket coach tipped foe bal¬ 
ance, Yemm’s love for cricket 
being of long standing. How¬ 
ever. at Oxford he felt that 
cricket involved too much time 
away from his experimental 
work. Nevertheless he wot a 
football Blue and became a 
member of Vincent’s, to the 
pleasure of Queen'S College. 
There, in 1935, Yemm was 
elected a research fellow; he 
also gained a Christopher 
Welch Scholarship and acted 
as a demonstrator to W.O. 
James, the well-known plant 
physiologist. 

Appointed as a lecturer at 
foe University of Bristol in 
1938. he left soot afterwards 
on war service which involved 
forestry, radar, gun batteries 
and investigations on penicil¬ 



lin in the Glaxo laboratories. 
On returning to Bristol he 
became a Reader, in 1950, and 
from 1955 to 1974 was the 
Melville Wills Professor of 
Botany. His wisdom and in¬ 
tegrity were appreciated on 
many committees of the univ¬ 
ersity and from 1970 to 1973 he 
served as Pro-Vice-ChanoelJor. 

Much of his research was 
on seedlings and leaves of 
barley, recorded in a lengthy 
series of papers entitled ‘The 
respiration of barley plants'* in 
foe Proceedings of the Royal 
Society and the New 
Phytologist. Analytical meth¬ 
ods were developed for the 
estimation of carbohydrates 
and nitrogenous constituents 
in plant tissues and consider¬ 
able light was thrown on foe 
interactions between carbohy¬ 
drate and nitrogen 
metabolism. 

He contributed a major 
publication on foe respiration 


of plants and their organs to 
the encyclopaedic treatise 
Plant Physiology edited by 
F. C. Steward of Cornell Univ¬ 
ersity where Yemm held a 
Rockefeller Foundation fel¬ 
lowship. Other research on 
plant physiology involved foe 
development of chloroplasts 
and photosynthetic activity. 

In planr ecology Ted Yemm 
collaborated before foe war 
with J. L Harley in a study of 
peat development in Thornton 
Mire in Wensleydale, and he 
later helped to elucidate foe 
post-glacial history of foe 
Gordano Valley in North 
Somerset (Avon). For many 
years undergraduates were 
taken for a week's field course 
to foe sand-dune system of 
Braun ton Burrows, North 
Devon, where he played an 
important part in establishing 
that the opening vegetation 
and the very rich flora, with 
many rarities, is parity attrib¬ 
utable to the extremely low 
fertility of the sand. Research 
on roadside vegetation at 
Bfbury, Gloucestershire, now 
in its 36th year, owes very 
much to Yemm, foe findings 
being of considerable current 
interest in relation to global 
warming. 

All who sat at his feet 
recognised his very broad 
knowledge, his ever helpful 
attitude arid his extreme mod¬ 
esty. He was never happier 
then when working in foe - 
laboratory but in his retire¬ 
ment he derived great enjoy¬ 
ment from gardening. 

He is survived by his wife 
Marie, one sot and three 
daughters. 


■ FEMINIST PLAY 
BY M. BRIEUX. 

(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT) 
PARIS. DEC 22 
La Femme Seule, a new play by M. Brieux, 
was produced this afternoon at foeTh&frnedu 
Gymnast. M. Brieux again comes forward in 
this play as a thesis-monger, but not with so 
much success as in La Robe Rouge or Les 
Hannetons. in La Femme Seule he discusses 
the position of a weD- educ a ted young girl who 
is forced by financial ruin and the lukewarm¬ 
ness of her betrothed to earn her own living. 
She seeks ber fortune on the editorial staff of 
La Femme Libre, a feminist publication. In a 
moment of financial crisis themale proprietor 
of the paper reveals the egoistic brutality of 
man, Thgnise, fhe heroine, indignantly reacts 
bis proposals and finds employment as a 
manager ess of women workers in her unde's 
factory. Here it is foe economic selfishness of 
man that drives her from her work. The men 
in foe factory object to female competition and 
strike. There is a riot, and nothing is left in the 
factory but the women who weep. 

The play served to show how slow France 
has been to respond to the feminist move¬ 
ment, To an English audience the arguments 


ON THIS DAY 

December 23 1912 


The French dramatist Eugene Brieux flSSS- 
1932) wrote not only about the condition of 
women in France but also about baby¬ 
farming and venereal disease; his play on this 
subject Les Avaries was put on in London 
under the title Damaged Goods, 
used in favour of and against independent 
women would be extremely familiar. All the 
phrases which have been current in England 
for the last ten years were used upon the stage 
with an emphasis and air of finality' which 
sbowed that foe playwright was convinced of 
four freshness. "Women cannot defend their 
country." “No, but they provide it with 
defenders" “Women cheapen labour." 
“Because they drink less.’^Woman’s place is 
al home cooking and looking after her 
husband and children." “Yes, but foe labour- 
saving devices of machinery have diminished 

her domestic duties and foe State looks after 


foe chfidim " All these assertions and defiant 
replies are now commonplaces in England, 
and as they are foe chief material of la 
Femme Seule. it cannot be said that M. Brieux 
has shown any startling originality. He has 
provided neither side of the controversy with 
any fresh argument; although be has deliv¬ 
ered a social sermon, he has neither any very 
definite text nor any dear conclusion. 

THE MILLIONTH VISITOR TO 
THE "200," 

The numbers of visitors to foe Zoological 
Gardens naturally fluctuate with foe weather, 
with the nature of other public attractions in 
London, and with foe presence of animals of 
special interest. Hitherto foe largest number 
in any one year was 915.764, when in 1876 the 
late King Edward, then Prince of Wales, 
deposited his Indian collection. Up to and 
including last Saturday foe number of visitors 
for foe current year was 997/307; yesterday 
1.918 visitors passed through the gaips. 
making a total of 998.925. It is practically 
certain that on Boxing Day the milHo mh 
visitor for theyear will pass through the gates. 
This wfll be the highest on record in the 
history of the society, and h is the intention to 
mark it by giving a free pass for 1913 to the 
person whom the authorities adjudge to be the 
millionth visitor. 
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New price war 
breaks out 


BvHarvev Elliott 

BRITAIN'S leading travel 
agency chains will unleash the 
biggest price war ever seen in 

high streets this weekend in an 

effort to carve out _ the lion's 
share of a predicted two 
million package holidays 
which will be sold over the 
next few weeks. 

The campaign will begin in 
earnest on Sunday when tele¬ 
vision. commercial radio sta¬ 
tions, newspapers and maga¬ 
zines will be flooded with 
advertisements offering sav¬ 
ings of at least 10 per cent on 
most holidays. By the time the 
campaign ends in February, 
the travel agencies and tour 
operators will have spent 
about £30 million on persuad¬ 
ing potential clients to book 
with them. 

Going Places, a newly creat¬ 
ed amalgamation of Pickfords. 
Hogg Robinson and Hour- 
mont Travel, said yesterday 
that it would be cutting its 
prices by 11 per cent in an 
attempt to make its new name 
and 546 shops widely known. 

Lunn POly, which, with 705 
outlets, is still Britain's biggest 
travel agency chain, respond¬ 
ed with a similar cut while AT 
Mays and Thomas Cook re¬ 
duced prices by 10 per cent 
Many small travel agencies, 
however, could be forced out 
of business because they can¬ 
not afford to give away all 
their profit to attract custom. 

Sue OckwelL of the Associ¬ 
ation of Independent Tour Op¬ 
erators, said: ‘'Customers 
should ask themselves how 
these big chains can both cut 
their prices and spend such 
vast sums on promotion. The 
fact is that they can't without 
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■ On Sunday, Britain’s leading travel 
operators will start a huge media 
campaign, offering savings of at least 
10 per cent on most holidays 


cutting service to a minimum 
and selling their own insur¬ 
ance at a vast profit Smaller 
travel agencies can provide 
impartial advice to ensure 
people get the holiday that 
most suits them, rather than 
one which might cost less but 
is unsuitable.” 

Lunn Poly is part of the 
Thomson group and Going 
Places is owned by Airtours. 
This kind of amalgamation 
worries the Office of Pair 
Trading, which is deciding 
whether to refer the industry's 
growing move towards “verti¬ 
cal integration” to the Monop¬ 
olies & Mergers Commission. 
A decision is not likely until 
the end of January, by which 
time up to half of the ten 
milli on summer holidays 
available this year will have 
been sold. Already up to 20 per 
cent have gone at an average 
price of £370 a head. 

Kevin Welch, marketing di¬ 
rector of Going Places, said: 
“We will be open in our new 
livery on December 27 and we 
will have big savings right 
across the board which will 
make us the market leader.” 
Lunn Poly’s marketing direc¬ 
tor. Richard Bowden-Doyle, 
was equally adamant that 
nobody would be able to 
undercut his company. “There 
are going to be some tremen¬ 
dous bargains.” he said. “We 
have a reputation for making 
sure we offer the best deal in 


the high street and we are de¬ 
termined to maintain it" 

Peter Shanks, Thomas 
Cook's co mm erc i al chief, said 
his company would not he un¬ 
dersold. “We guarantee we 
will absolutely not be beaten 
on price by any other travel 
agent during the critical post- 
Christmas booking period.” 

The big winners in the 
coning battle mil be the 
growing number of people 
now able to afford a holiday as 
the recession cranes to an and. 

The best bargains are likely 
to be found in resorts in the 
Eastern Mediterranean and 
Florida. Tour operators have 
already paid for airline seals 
and hotels, but the recent drop 
in tbe popularity of these 
destinations has worried 
them. They are thus ready to 
discount heavily in order to 
attract custom. Increased de¬ 
mand for holidays in Spain 
and the Caribbean, however, 
mean that these are unlikely to 
be reduced in price by more 
than the standard 10 per cent 
travel agents’ discount 

How long will the cut-price 
war continue? Initially, until 
January 3 but some chains are 
certain to try to extend their 
sale. By early February, 
however, they will all be so fin¬ 
ancially exhausted that they 
will have to raise prices again. 
This is the only industry in 
which, when demand goes 
up, the price comes down. 



Holidays off the shop shelf 


By Harvey Elliott and Marianne Curphky 


PACKAGE holidays could be 
sold like soap powder fay the 
end of next year. Banks and' 
budding societies would also 
be able to sell holidays over 
the counter after a change in 
Abta’s rules last week heed 
tour operators from having to 
use traditional High Street 
travel agents. 

Thomson, Britain's biggest 
tour operator, immediately 
set up a review of its existing 
distribution network, and 
Costco, tiie shopping ware¬ 
house, said it would be “very 
interested” in the proposal If 
the review succeeds. Thom¬ 
son wtfl approach stores, 
including Marks & Spencer 
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Due to the success of Travel Flights we are expanding 
the section, starring on Monday 3rd January we will be 
running a Flight Directory daily Monday to Saturday 
within the Personal Column. 

For further information please c ontact Sandy Milne on 
071 481 1989 EXT 288 Or fox your copy to 
071 787 7827. 

May I also take this opportunity to thank all clients for 
supporting the Travel Flights. 

Happy Christmas to yon all. 


and Costco. Charles New- 
bold, Thomson’s managing 
director, said: “We are going 
to look at broadening otzr 
distribution base to take in 
non-travel retailers." 

Paul Moulton. Costco’s 
managing director, said it was 
“perfectly possible" to intro¬ 
duce such a scheme if holiday 
companies could guarantee 
packages would not be sold 
elsewhere at lower prices. 
Costco’s American stores al¬ 
ready offered the service. “If 
we could get it right, we 
would not hestitate. By cut¬ 
ting out the agent we could 
offer packages very cheaply ” 

Tim Wright, sales and mar- 


Spain 
to bar 
the £12 
Britons 


By Harvey Elliott and 
Marianne Curphey 

AN estimated 800,000 
British holidaymakers 
who do not have a full 
passport will have to buy 
a new EC passport before 
being allowed to enter 
Spain next year. 

The one-year visitors 
passport costing £12 and 
used by about one in ten 
of British visitors to 
Spain, is too easy to 
obtain and is open to 
abuse, Spanish officials 
believe. Under new rules 
approved by the Spanish 
Cabinet last week, use of 
the temporary docu¬ 
ments will be banned if 
the Spanish parliament 
approves in the new year. 

The officials say the 
move brings Spain into 
line with other European 
Union members. 

The Spanish Embassy 
in London said that 
because tbe temporary 
visitor's passport was is¬ 
sued over the counter and 
no further proof of identi¬ 
ty was required, it could 
be used by pepple who 
really needed visas. 

A spokesman for the 
Association of British 
Travel Agents (AbtaJ 
said: “Other European 
countries are quite happy 
to accept the British visi¬ 
tor’s passport and we 
can’t understand why the 
Spanish have suddenly 
decided they will not. 

“There are bound to be ; 
people who book last- 
minute holidays and then 
realise that their passpon 
is out of date. 

German Boreas, direc¬ 
tor of the Spanish tourist 
office, said: "This deci¬ 
sion does not impose any 
additional restriction on 
British citizens wishing to 
travel to Spam." 



keting manager of World- 
span. a co mpu t er reser¬ 
vations system, said: “It is 
easy to dial into a tour oper¬ 
ators* computer network. But 
it might make supermarket 
checkout queues longer.” 

According to George Mar- 
call, Airtours group sales and 
marketing director, the most 
cost-effective method at 
present is “through estab¬ 
lished agents” 

The Halifax Building Soci¬ 
ety said it would not be 
looking to sefl holidays be¬ 
cause it already offered a ctis- 
counFbooking service to 
selected cardholders. Marks 
& Spencer said it had not 


bear approached by Thom¬ 
son. “It would mean giving 
over space in our stores to sell 
someone else's goods”. 

Steven Freudmann. chair¬ 
man of Abta’s travel agents 
counriL said tbe 3,700 com¬ 
panies represented by the 
council were “very con¬ 
cerned” “We wiD”. he added, 
“argue that tour operators 
should remain with the exist¬ 
ing travel agent network be¬ 
cause someone working in a 
supermarket or bank would 
hardly be expected to be cap- 

vice.” Al>ta, couufmonitor its 
agents so they all readied the 
required standard. 


Battle over 
Terminal 5 


THE first salvo in what is cer¬ 
tain to become a protracted 
and noisy battle over plans to 
build a fifth terminal at 
Heathrow airport -was fired 
this week when die British 
Airports Authority submitted 
its outline case to the 
Government. 

Local councils and environ¬ 
mental groups are preparing 
their own counter to the 
proposals, which go before a 
public enquiry in foe spring. 

If planning permission is 
granted, the first stage of the 
terminal would open in 2002 
and tbe completed budding, 
capable of handling 30 million 
passengers a year, be ready by 
2013. Already detailed design 
work is under way and BAA is 


claiming that the project will 
be environmentally friendly 
and create jobs and income for 
the whole of Britain. 

Sir John Egan, BAA'S chief 
executive, said yesterday: 
"More and more people warn 
to fly and over the next 20 
years the number of passen¬ 
gers using our London air¬ 
ports wfll have nearly 
doubled. Terminal 5 will en¬ 
sure that Heathrow retains its 
position as the world’s num¬ 
ber rate airport in the face of 
increasingly fierce competi¬ 
tion from Europe.” 

BAA claims that 14.000 
permanent jobs hinge on the 
decision to build the terminal: 
it would create 6.000 new jobs 
and protect 8.000 more. 


Four-star 

skiing 

SEVEN days* crosscoun¬ 
try skiing around Kan- 
dersteg. in the Swiss 
Bernese Oberland. is 
available from January 2 
with Inn travel Winter 
Innactive (0439*71111). 
The price of £499 per 
person includes Swiss 
Air flights from Heath* 
row and seven nights' 
half board at the four- 
star Hotel Kandersteg. 

□ NIGEL Ferks of 
Gibbs Farm Safaris is 
leading two groups to 
follow the wildebeest mi¬ 
gration on the plains of 
the Serengeti. in Tanza¬ 
nia, including visits to the 
Ngorongoro Crater and 
Lake Manyara. This all- 
inclusive off-th e-beaten- 
track camping holiday 
costs £2.448 per person 
through Art of Travel 
(071-738-2038) departing 
on February 19 and 
March 5. 

□ THE more marine, 
single and unattached 
holidaymakers are of¬ 
fered a seven-day stay in 
the Hotel du Lac et du 
Parc in the Dolomite 
mountains of northern 
Italy next summer for 
£645, departing on July 3. 
Solo’s (081-202-0855). 
which specialises in holi¬ 
days for the independent 
over-SOs. offers tiie pack¬ 
age — which indudes 
return scheduled flights 
from Gatwick to Verona 
and half-board in single 
rooms, social pro¬ 
grammes and excursions 
— in its new summer 
brochure. 

□ SAVINGS of £539 per 
person are available from 
Hayes and Jarvis (081- 
741-9902) throughout 
January on 14-night holi¬ 
days at Shaw Park in 
Jamaica. Flights are frora 
Gatwick each Sunday 
and a 14-night half-board 
holiday now costs £995. 

□ HIGHUFE London 
and UK Breaks (0800- 
700-400) are offering five- 
night self-catering skiing 
breaks at the Avieraore 
Leisure Centre in Scot¬ 
land from £80 per per¬ 
son. 

□ WINDJAMMER Lan¬ 
ding, on the west coast of 
St Lucia, has one-bed¬ 
room suites and two or 
three-bedroom villas 
available in January 
from £1,172 per person for 
seven nights. The pack¬ 
age, which includes BA 
flights, is available 
through Caribbean Con¬ 
nection (0244-341131). 


A visitor's passport 
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TRAVEL NEWS 19 


• Christmas in the Holy City • Beware of big bens • Racers new role 

No room at the inn or festive tree 


23 


Bv Louise Hidalgo 

PALESTINIAN children will, 
it is hoped, parade through the 
main square of Bethlehem 
tomorrow evening in what has 
been heralded as the first real 
celebration of Christmas in 
the small West Bank town 
since die intifada, the Pales¬ 
tinian uprising, began six 
years ago. 

five choirs plan to sing 
carols in Manger Square to 
welcome the thousands of 
pilgrims expected to gather 
there tomorrow to celebrate 
midnight mass. 

But there are those who fear 
that with the Israel i-fttiestin- 
ian peace accord teetering so 
soon after it was made, visi¬ 
tors may have to wait another 
year for the festive cheer they 
had hoped for. And Bethle¬ 
hem's town mayor has given a 
warning that the first public 
celebrations may yet be can¬ 
celled if a dispute over the 
Dying of the Palestinian flag 
on the town hall is not 
resolved. 

Despite the underlying ten¬ 
sion that still affects the little 
town, tour groups of 16.500 
Christian pilgrims will visit 
Bethlehem during Christmas 
week, a little over 1,000 more 
than the number that paid 
homage at the Church of the 
Nativity last year. 

Tomorrow, 2.000 Palestin¬ 
ian Scouts will revive the 
tradition of greeting the 
Roman Catholic patriarch, 
Monsignor Michel Sabbah, at 
the town’s plaza as he arrives 
to celebrate midnight mass, 
while choirs hold a festival of 
carols outside the Church of 
the Nativity. 

British religious tour opera¬ 
tors say there has been hardly 
a room to be had in Bethlehem 


flBEBUHflMjAGNUM 


■ The first seasonal celebrations since 
the peace signing are to be held in 
Bethlehem. But a dispute over a flag 
and a Christmas tree may upset the event 


or in Jerusalem this Christ¬ 
mas, and some have even 
cancelled trips because they 
expect problems in getting 
accommodation and flights. 

But in Bethlehem itself the 
sense of celebration is likely to 
be muted. The delay in imple¬ 
menting the first stage of 
September's historic accord — 
withdrawal of Israeli Poops 
from Jericho and Gaza — has 
dampened local spirits. 

The shabby souvenir shops 
around Manger Square still 
bear the graffiti of the intifada 
and again this year pilgrims 
will have to undergo rigorous 
bag and body searches before 
entering the Church of the 
Nativity. 

Some factions of the PLO 
have given permission to local 
Palestinian Christians to cele¬ 
brate on Christmas Day. But 
Hamas, the Islamic Resis¬ 
tance Movement, which op¬ 
poses the peace accord, has 
ordered them to boycott the 
festivities. Many are likely to 
do so. 

In a gesture which to some 
Palestinians, frustrated tty 
years of occupation, is being 
seen as yet another example of 
Israeli intransigence, a Christ¬ 
mas tree given to the people of 
Bethlehem by the Norwegian 
government, hosts of the 
secret peace negotiations, has 
failed to arrive — because of 
Israeli red tape. 

Putting on a brave face, 
Elias Frey, Bethlehem’s Chris¬ 
tian Arab mayor, says: “We 


will be celebrating Christmas 
this year more than we did last 
year, but less than we hoped." 

Bethlehem may not have 
given up completely bn Christ¬ 
mas 1993 but already the talk 
is of next year when, under the 
terms of the peace accord, the 
town should have reverted to 
Palestinian control and the 
Israeli army will have left- 
Earlier ibis month, the Israeli 
Ministry ofTourism co-hosted 
a conference in Bethlehem 
with the university’s school of 
hotel management to discuss 
how they can cooperate to 
ensure that it will be a 
Christmas to remember. 

“Next year will be very 
different," Mr Fteij promises. 
Israeli military road blocks 
will have been replaced with a 
sign assuring travellers that 
there mil always be a place at 
the inns of Bethlehem; and 
there are plans to order 
100,000 festive lamps from 
overseas to festoon die square 
and side streets, and to hold 
public performances of a Na¬ 
tivity play. 

There is talk of new restau¬ 
rants and new hotels. At 
present the town has only one 
Franciscan hospice and four 
hotels to accommodate visi¬ 
tors. Many of the 90 restau¬ 
rants which existed in 1967 
have long since dosed. 

Religious tour operators 
from Britain predict that 1994 
will be a bumper year if room 
can be found to house the new 
visitors. 



Pilgrims will undergo a body search and bag check at the Holy Sepulchre Church of the Nativity, Bethlehem 


* Frying 
tonight 

By RobinYoung 

CATERING outlets at Gat- 
wick airport have now been 
officially rated by an inspec¬ 
tion team headed by Egon 
Ronay. Only three out of 35 
have been awarded chefs hat 
symbols for the quality of 
their food. In a similar 
scheme at Heathrow, 17 of the 
45 outlets now qualify. 

The inspection scheme was 
the idea of Sir John Egan, 
chief executive of the BAA, 
who believed it would help to 
lilt catering standards and 
increase turnover. 

The three Gatwick estab¬ 
lishments with pride of place 
in the airport’s first ratings list 
are Costa’s Coffee Boutiques 
ou the landside in both North 
and South terminals, and the 
Great Steak and Potato Co in 
the South Terminal. Heath¬ 
row has four new holders of 
chefs hats: two Garfunkel’s 
restaurants airside in Termi- 
i nal 4, Harry Ramsden’s in 
1 Terminal 1 (landside). and the 
Seafood and Oyster Bar in 
Terminal 4 (airside). Three 
outlets — Cate Europa, JJ 
Moon's and Wetberspoons — 
have been stripped of chefs 
hats they won three months 
ago because "standards have 
slipped". The top accolade — 
two chefs hats — went to the 
two Granary restaurants in 
Terminal 3 at Heathrow. 


Hill accidents increase 


By Ronald Faux 


CLIMBING acrid aits in the 
Scottish Highlands have 
claimed more lives in 1993 
than have accidents on the 
region's roads. 

Figures from the police 
show that more than 50 hill- 
walkers and climbers have 
died, the latest victims befog 
caught by a sudden change to 
Arctic weather during the 
brief midwinter days. • 

Despite foe dangers, more 
climbers than ever are setting 
out into the most remote hills 
of Britain, even when the 


countryside is in the grip of 
bad weather. Winter moun¬ 
taineering courses, organised 
from the Sports Council’s 
centre at Pias-y-Bremn in 
North Wales, are fully booked 
and the winter skills courses 
run in the Cairngorms tty foe 
Glenmore Lodge moun¬ 
taineering centre are proving 
extremely popular. 

Dave Alcock, the director of 
Flas-y-Brenin. behoves that 
training courses give foe sur¬ 
est preparation for winter 
climbing expeditions. Hie 


main part of the centre’s 
winter programme focuses on 
foe western Highlands be¬ 
tween foe climbing areas of 
Ben Nevis and Gleno*. cover- 
fog navigation skills and mov¬ 
ing over less demanding snow 
slopes and ridges. 

Mr Alaxk says: “The 
courses have become popular 
probably because more people 
are around in the hills gener¬ 
ally and want to extend their 
experience by going there in 
winter. 

"It is a logical progression, I 



Ben Nevis looks magnificent in its winter mantle, but the Highlands are also deadly 


suppose, as the Scottish hills 
have become easier these days 
to reach by road. There is also 
a range of literature on winter 
climbing to whet their appe¬ 
tites. But training — informal 
or formal — has to be the key 
to safety. Learning the tech¬ 
niques, bring able to judge the 
weather and knowing how to 
navigate or survive in a bliz¬ 
zard is the best armament” 

For clambers, a winter day 
in the Scottish mountains is an 
exhilarating challenge, but the 
conditions are unforgiving. 
Hamish Machines, a veteran 
of the mountain rescue service 
at Glencoe, says that 90 per 
cent of accidents happened to 
HU-walkers and not to people 
engaged in ice climbing. “We 
get a lot of Munro-baggers, 
hill-walkers who 'collect' Scot¬ 
tish summits of 3,000ft or 
more. They may be more keen 
to tick off another summit 
than they are to take account 
of the condition of the ground 
or a likely change in the 
weather. 

“Even the lower hills could 
be lethal when they are ice¬ 
bound. Too often visitors 
underestimate the arctic con¬ 
ditions, the amount of day¬ 
light they would have to gpt 
bade to safety and the time it 
could take to reach a Scottish 
summit in bad conditions." 


Lest we forget 
the pilgrims 


By John Young 


THE 50th anniversary of the 
D-Day landings next June will 
be probably the biggest 
gathering of its kind ever seen. 
It is, however, only one of 
dozens of journeys undertaken 
every year to the battlefields 
and cemeteries of the two 
world wars tty a diminishing 
band of survivors and by the 
widows and relatives of those 
who did not return. 

That the cemeteries are 
there to be visited is due to the 
work of the Commonwealth 
War Graves Commission, 
which looks after about 
1,750.000 graves on 23,000 
sites in more than 140 coun¬ 
tries. . 

The Royal British Legion 
has been organising pilgrim¬ 
ages to France and Belgium 
since the 1920s. But many of 
the widows of those who died 
further afield, particularly in 
the Far East, found the cost 
and complexity or foe journeys 
beyond their means. Their 
seise of grievance intensified 
when the defence ministry 
made arrangements for rela¬ 
tives of the FaUdands dead to 
visit foe graves almost as soon 
as hostilities were over. As a 
result, fo 1965 the Government 
agreed to subsidise journeys 
by widows to the graves of 


husbands they had lost 40 
years or more earlier. 

In 1990, the scheme was 
extended for five more years 
and, it has just been an¬ 
nounced, will continue to the 
end of March 1996 to take 
account of the 50th annivers¬ 
aries of the ending of the Sec¬ 
ond World War. 

So far almost £15 million 
has been made available for 
3,000 war widows and 7,000 
other relatives to travel to 
about 40 countries. 

The widows pay only an 
eighth of the full cost Regi¬ 
mental groups and associa¬ 
tions also organise regular 
visits to cemeteries and rattle- 
fields. But Piers Siorie-Pugh. 
head of the legion’s pilgrim- 
ages department emphasises 
that the tours are open 
to everyone. 

Twenty pilgrimages have 
been scheduled for next year, 
starting with Singapore in 
February and ending with 
Israel in December. Costs 
range from £198 for three days 
in France or Belgium to about 
£1300 for some Far East desti¬ 
nations, and indude travel 
and half-board. 

• Enquiries: Pilgrimage depart¬ 
ment, Royal British Legion Vil¬ 
lage. Aylesford, Kent ME20 7NX 


Tickets go 
on-line 

ANYONE with a personal 
computer, a modem, a 
phone and a subscription to 
an on-line data network can 
now hook into most of the 
world's airlines, track down 
the cheapest fare on a given 
route and book a seat—even 
specifying a no-smoking 





aisle seat and a vegetarian 
menu if desired — direct 
from foe PC screen in his or 
her home or office, and 
without talking to a single 
travel agent 

American Airlines, which 
has been under pressure 
from foe army of computer¬ 
ised on-line shoppers to open 
up its SABRE and World- 
span systems, has now de¬ 
signed easy-to-use interfaces 
to let anyone find and book 
feres directly. The vital 
equipment is a PC with Mic¬ 
rosoft Windows software, a 
modem and a subscription 
to CompuServe the data 
network 

Unfit Peak 

EARLY snow and heavy 
rainfalls will deny visitors 
access to a favourite beauty 


spot in Derbyshire's Peak 
District National Park dur¬ 
ing the Christmas and New 
Year holidays. 

The bad weather has de¬ 
layed the reopening of a 
five-mile stretch of the 
Tissington Trail, north of 
Ashbourne, which is unsafe 
for walkers and cyclists and 
which is now scheduled to 
reopen in February. 

New ferry route 

BRITTANY Femes is add¬ 
ing a new western Channel 
route between Poole and St 
Malo in May to stave off 
competition from the Chan¬ 
nel tunnel, which is due to 
open the same month. 

The company has held 
down most of its fares and 
increased the choice of 
French hotels and gites. 

Travel News is edited 
by Harvey Elliott 


Austrian ski resort 
is going for gold 


By Minty Clinch 
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THE Austrian ski resort of 
Bad Kleinkirdiheim has ap¬ 
pointed Franz Klammer, foe 
former Olympic downhill sid¬ 
ing champion, as its roving ski 
ambassador. 

The idea of using ex-racers 
to attract the holiday skiers 
was first hatched in America. 
Two other former downhill 
stars, Pepi Stiegler and Stein 
Eriksen, have prospered as 
landowners in Jackson Hole. 
Wyoming, and Deer Valley 
respectively. More recently, 
the American downhilJers, 
Andy M2] and Bill Johnson, 
foe 1984 Olympic gold medal¬ 
list, have been appointed ski 
ambassadors for Aspen and 
Crested Butte fo Colorado. 

Klammer had been courted 
fry foe Colorado resort of 
TeUuride but instead chose 
Bad Kleinkirchheim, just six 
miles from the village of 
Mooswald. where he was 
born. The plan to use 
Klammer to revitalise the 
lading fortunes of Bad 
Kleinkirdiheim — winter visi¬ 
tors feH from 500,000 in the 
1991-92 sld season to 460,000 
last year — was foe idea of 
Wolfgang Eder, the newly 
tourist director, 
says: “He attends our 
press conferences and allows 
us fo use his name, his image 
and his pictures to promote 
foe resort." 


In a ten-year deal, Klammer 
receives an annual salary, 
plus foe right to run a bar and 
ski service shop at the new 
Strohsackbahn chair-lift half¬ 
way up the mountain. 

It was in BKK, as it is more 
conveniently known, that 
Klammer ween his first Euro¬ 
pa Cup downhill in 1971. His 
glittering career included 
Olympic gold at Innsbruck in 
1976. plus 25 World Cup 
downhill wins. 

Last weekend, the Carinthi- 
an spa resort hosted Klam¬ 
mer’s 40th birthday celebrat¬ 
ions at a cost of £250,000. 



Klamnren ski ambassador 



TRAVELEX 

CURRENCY CALL SERVICE 


THE FLUCTUATION in 
currency exchange rates — 
especially in far-flung and 
unusual destinations — ran 
have an enormous impact on 
the budgets of both holiday¬ 
makers and business travel¬ 
lers alike. 

Now The Times has linked 
with Travel ex, one of foe 

world's leading currency ser¬ 
vice operators, to provide 
readers with foe latest prices 
and the most efficient curren¬ 
cy collection service. 

By dialling one number, 
readers wiD be told how to 
obtain up-to-the-minute 
prices for any currency in the 
world and how to order and 
pick up their cash or travel¬ 
lers’ cheques. 

Callers can lake advantage 


of all Travel ex services, 
including the buy-back guar¬ 
antee, which allows custom¬ 
ers changing £300 or more to 
hand back up to 30 per cent 
at the same rate, commission 
free. 

Currency ordered in ad¬ 
vance can be picked up at 
Travdex outlets at ail the 
main air and sea ports in 
Britain, including Heathrow, 
Gatwick, London City, 
Birmingham. Dover, Hull 
and Aberdeen, or sent direct¬ 
ly to the customer by regis¬ 
tered post 

Details of the Travel es 
service will be carried regu¬ 
larly in The Times. In addi¬ 
tion. 12 key currency rates 
will be carried on Thursdays 
in Travel News. 


HOW TO USE THE CURRENCY SERVICE 

Buy your foreign currency over the telephone. 48-hour 
delivery anywhere in the UK. To obtain the 
up-to-the-minute tourist rate of exchange and to contact foe 
Travel ex dealing desk, telephone: 

0839338333 

Rara free Usi of codes, j&etse phone T. IS. pic D7W75 9000 
Gails cost 36p per minute cheap rate and 48p per minute ar an Mher times. 

The 12 key currencies below will be listed 
every Thursday in Travel News 

Australia-... 2.12 $Aus Germany—2.48 DM S Arabia-_552 SR 

Belgium . 51.42 BEr Holland - 2.76 FI Spain- — 203 Pta 

Canada—.1.95 C$ Italy— -2420 L Switzerland....211 SJfr 

France - 839 FFr Japan - 1635 Y USA - 1,45$ 
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In fact why not 
avoid skiing 
altogether? 
With £100 off our 
economy flights in 
February and 
March why not 
safari instead? 
Still tltinh siding’s 
more exhilarating? 
You’ve obnously 
never been charged 
bv a rhino! 
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Clinton dodges adultery questions 

■ The euphoria of soaring poll ratings has been punctured by 
President Clinton's refusal to address new allegations of 
infidelity combined with questions about his business dealings. 

Last night the President denied that he had tried to buy the 
silence of security guards who claimed that they had helped to 
organise and cover up numerous extramarital meetings while 
he was still governor of Arkansas—.—.—Pages I, & 12,14 

Major throws down ‘peace gauntlet’ 

■ Standing within sight of the Mflltown cemetery in west 
Belfast where the IRA buries its “heroes”, John Major 
challenged Gerry Adams, the president of Sinn Fein, to “pick 
up the gauntlet of peace” He rejected republican demands for 
clarification of the Downing Street declaration on Northern 
Ireland..Pages 1,2 


Motorway slumber 

Steven GaOey, 29. was found 
sleeping off his office party in the 
nearside lane of the M4 after 
being abandoned by a taxi 
driver_P^gel 

Castro daughter flees 

Alina Fernandez Revueha. 37. the 
daughter of Fidel Castro, has de¬ 
fected from Cuba to the United 
Stales, where she arrived from 
Spain-Pagel 

Deadline beaten 

Andrew Ellis, 15, who killed a bey 
of four while driving a stolen car 
just right hours before the law 
was changed, could be sentenced 
only to 12 months' youth 
custody..Page 2 

CSA changes row 

Changes in the operation of the 
Child Support Agency yesterday 
have been attacked as 
inadequate-Page 2 

Widow stabbed 

Patricia Morgan. 75, a widow and 
retired nurse, was stabbed to 
death after opening her door at 
Bridgend, Mid-Glamorgan, to a 
woman stranger who asked to 
use the telephone_Page 3 

Killer gets life 

Keith Col lard, 24, of Enfield, 
north London, who abducted a 
girl of 12 with an imitation gun. 
sexually assaulted her and then 
suffocated her, was sent to prison 
for life ..Page 5 

Idyllic return 

Castle Combe in Wiltshire will be 


taken over by a Hollywood com¬ 
pany to film the reunion of 
Scarlett O'Hara and Rhett Butler 
in die sequel to Gone With the 
Wind ..Page 3 

Hospital ‘safe’ 

Great Ormond Street hospital 
would r emain one of the world's 
greatest children’s hospitals on its 
present site. Tom SackviDe, a ju¬ 
nior health minister said.. Page 5 

Belize adrift 

Bribe, long the most stable coun¬ 
try in Central America, faces dan¬ 
ger next year when Britain hands 
over defence responsibilities to 
the local government Page 8 

Peace still elusive 

Palestinian and Israeli negotia¬ 
tors were unable to find a com¬ 
promise which would put their 
stalled peace deal back on 
track---Page 8 

Yeltsin pledge 

President Yeltsin has promised 
that his reforms would not be 
reversed even though democrats 
had performed badly in the 

elections-Page 7 

Bosnia gloom 

Prospects of a Christmas peace 
deal in Bosnia evaporated last 
night when talks in Brussels and 
Geneva were not expected to yield 
success for "days or even 
weeks”.—...Page 7 

Egg secrets 

Scottish scientists believe that two 
of a dutch of six dinosaur eggs, 
which were bought for £15,000, 
may contain embryos.Page 3 


Hone of these jokes is a cracker 

■ An estimated 130 million crackers will be pulled at British 
dinner tables this Christmas but few will raise a laugh. Makers 
have banned jokes which might be racist, sexist topical, about 
divorce, the royal family or are even clever. Manufacturers of 
crackers selling at £500 a dozen have decided not to tackle the 
issuetbfiyoffernojokeatall.— Page 6 



Many Germans, Belgians, Dutch and French are pet 
where prolonged rain has flooded cities and 


for a cold and wet Christmas along the Rhine and jits tributaries 
ctu 


Disney: The troubled Euro Dis¬ 
neyland theme park will dose in 
the spring unless there is agree¬ 
ment between bankers and its 
American parent Walt Disney over 
more cash---Page 21 

Ferranti: Senior managers at Fer¬ 
ranti. the collapsed electronics 
group, are now attempting to orga¬ 
nise an international consortium to 
enable them to buy the business 
from its receivers-Page 21 

Markets: The FT-SE100 Index rose 
by 133 points to dose at 3355.7. 
Sterling’s trade-weighted index re¬ 
mained unchanged at 81.4 after a 
rise from $1.4897 to $1.4935 but a 
fall from DM2.5425 to 
DM25412...-Page 24 


Cricket: Kepler Wessels and Allan 
Border, the captains of Smith Afri¬ 
ca and Australia, clashed in the 
South Africans' match with 
Queensland, when Wessels stood 
his ground after appeals for a 
catch-Page 40 

Tennis: Andre Agassi, the 1992 
Wimbledon champion, will miss 
the Australian Open in Melbourne 
next month, after wrist surgery for 
tendinitis_Page 40 

Football: The prospect of Kevin 
Keegan becoming temporary man¬ 
ager of England in the new year 
improved when Sir John Hall, the 
Newcastle United chairman, said 
he might be prepared to release 
him part-time_Page 40 


Cheating heart: David Brock ana¬ 
lyses the allegations of sexual mis¬ 
conduct against Clinton — Page 12 


How sate the manger Dr Thomas 
Stuttaford investigates the make¬ 
shift labour ward-Page 13 

Back to fitness: Can Britain be got 
off its bottom-.-.Page 13 

Seasonal secrets: What to do 

about that hangover-Page 13 


Holidays on the cheap: A huge 
price war is laucheds.... Pages \ 18 

Flag waving: Bethlehem celebra¬ 
tions hang mi a flag-Page 19 


Olnt meets Ctfot Two great Holly¬ 
wood leading men. Eastwood and 
Costner, appear together in a film 
for the first time. "For all the 
widescreen vistas, the road movie 
thrills and spiUs.” writes Geoff 
Brown. “A Perfect World is at it 
best when intimate”-Page 31 

Peter Pan flies again: But at 
Sadler’s Wells, in the hands of the 
Black Light Theatre of Prague. 
J.M. Barrie’s story flies off at a 
tangent--Page 32 

Palumbo hits oub At the end of an 
annus horribilis for the Arts Coun¬ 
cil its chairman. Lord Palumbo, 
has attacked the "Philistines” in 
government who have made his job 
difficult — - Page 33 



President de Klerk is 
obviously delighted to 
be attending the last 
sitting of the white 
South African 
parliament in Cape 
Town 
Pages 1.9 


Nefl Kfrmock, former 
Labour leader twice 
defeated in elections, 
has been widely 
praised for giving 
£7,000 severance pay 
to charity 
Page 2 


Jeffrey Bernard is 
unhappy to have to 
suggest that Soho, the 
comer of London he 
helped to make 
famous, is in its 
hideous death throes 
Page 5 


THE TIMES TOMORROW 


A teasing time at Christmas 

■ Try your hand at two pages of Weekend's 
Christmas quiz, bridge and chess competitions and 
tire Jumbo crossword 

Theatre down on the farm 

■ Paul Heiney battles flu, cold and rain to bring up 
the curtain at his annual farmyard Nativity play 

From Star Trek to Dickens 

■ Patrick Stewart, captain of the starship Enterprise, 
is selling out “to boldly go" where he has never gone 
before: into the West End with a one-man version of A 
Christmas Carol 


The story ss you hflvc never seen it. 
The Secret Adventures of Tom 
Thumb (BBC2, 9 J 0 pm).....Page 39 


&PINIOR 


Keeping the flaws 

The changes in child maintenance 
regulations announced yesterday 
are a cosmetic response to a deep- 
rooted problem. They do not ad¬ 
dress the fundamental flaws of the 


sys 

End of the beginning 

South Africa’s interim constitution, 
designed to steer the country to 
majority government in 1999; is 
both a source of wonderment and 
of frustration-Page B 

Snap, crackle, groan 

Christmas crackers, tugged apart 
with difficulty, and usually misfir¬ 
ing. are a triumph of tawdiy ex¬ 
travagance over content —Page B 




WILLIAM REES-MOGG 

In America, homosexual sex can be 
more acceptable than adultery. 
Adulterers do not scan to have'a. 
lobby so criticism of them.is not 
inhibited by the code of poJjffiJal,. 
correctness...-Pafeett- gfr 

JANET DALEY g 

The Bishop of Durham thinks filar 
retigion has no right to ask anyone 
to accept any tenet for whkfrdi&e : 
is no evidence or on which "the 
existing evidence is conflicting. Bat ‘ 
this, it seems to me, is preasdy 
what religion is entitled to 
demand-Pace 14 


More on the Bishop of Durham, 
Christmas and HeD.- Page IS 


THE TIMES CROSSWORD NO 19,421 


ACROSS 

I Pacific islands have expelled a 
nobleman (8). 

9 A pawn taken by queen? True 
innovation in the opening (S). 

10 Instrument taking prize m audi¬ 
tion (4). 

I! Psychiatrist’s among fashionable 
people in theatre (7,5). 

13 Sounds like a tribe of monkeys or 
apes |b). 

14 He can change how one views 
work by artist, say (S). 

15 A northern city disposing of land 
in pieces (7). 

16 Brute caught fish around US 
peninsula (43) 

20 film showing little current in the 
river |S). 

22 Money required to accommodate 
new ruler (6). 

Solution to Puzzle No 19,420 


rasBaas sasusana 
nmnaconaTi 
sDsaaBHsn nnuaa 
Hssaaaan 
niHaQffliio aaaaaaa 
o ra a a a a a 
sssna aananiaaa 
h @ana a 
aBmaaaiaa aanaa 
0 □ a a a a a 
sffinsoaa aaaaaaa 
ffiHaogaaa 
omasa uHaaaaisaa 
g b a s a a a a 
jaucaSBQEaa 


23 Female patron's complaim about 
24 to player (12). 

25 Either part of network (4). 

26 Party favourite in control (8). 

27 Lining troops up for medical 

treatment (8). 

DOWN 

2 Sign from heretic following a brief 

query (S). 

3 Quote minister endlessly being 
tricky during this? (8,4) 

4 Grounds for divorce heartlessly 

exposed in exhibit IS). 

5 The Spanish tucked Into cabbage 
and sausage (7). 

6 Not much accommodation avail¬ 
able in county, it appears (6). 

7 Quiet time for university in the 
fifties (4). 

S One child among offspring is 
mature (S). 

12 Part of Manchester puls capital 
up for a book (12). 

15 Opponent on group that fights 
disease (8). 

17 Son of order for typical American 
food (5-3). 

18 Bring about special celebration 
(8). 

19 Pompous heavyweight's aid 

comes in the second round (7). 

21 Introduction that's somewhat 
misleading (4-2). 

24 Baptize'in a denomination (4). 


Times Two Crossword, page 40 



For the latest AA traffic and road¬ 
works information. 24 hours a day, 
dial 0336 401 followed by the 
appropriate code. 

London &SE traffic, roadworks 

Area within M25_ 731 

Esserttensfieds/tfejcks/^^ 

Kent/Surrey/Sussex/Hants__734 

M2S London Orbital only... 736 

National traffic and roadworks 

National motorways_737 

West Country__ 738 

Wales- 739 

Mfcflands_ 740 

EastAngSa. 741 

North-west England___ 742 

North-east England_743 

Scotland_744 

Northern Ireland_..._745 

AA Roadwatch is charged at 36p per 
minute (cheap rate) and 4Bp per minute 
at afl other times. 



Much of Scotland will have 
sleet or snow with some heavy 
falls in the mountains. Clearer weather will later spread 
southwards. Over Northern Ireland, Wales and northern counties 
of England wintry showers will be followed by sleet or snow. After 
a bright start in central, southern and eastern counties of England 
it will become doudy. Rain or sleet is expected later, possibly 
falling as snow on hills. Outlook: chilly with more wintry showers. 


MOOAY: t-Bunder. d=dnzae: tq^fog: o=*un; 
5t=staec Hr=wiwr. (=lalr cdoud. r-ratn 
C F C F 

« 13 55 s Majorca 13 55 I 

20 68 I Malaga IS 59 r 
AkWdria 20 68 I Malta 18 64 s 

Alglan 14 57 T Uefc-me 21 70 f 

AmsCdm 5 41 c Mexico C* 19 68 f 

Athens 19 66 S MamT 28 62 f 

Bahrain 20 68 t Wan 10 50 s 

Bangkok 27 81 r Mortimer i 34 sn 

Barbados- 29 « l Moscow -3 27 sn 

Barcelona 11 52 s Munich 3 37 I 

Beirut 19 66 I Nakotti 24 75 t 

Belgrade) 6 43 I Naples 15 59 s 

Boffin 2 38 I N Delhi IB 64 s 

Bermuda* 23 73 1 NYork* 8 48 c 

Brarrtz 11 52 s Nice 14 57 s 

Borde x 10 50 i 05*0 -5 23 i 

Brussels 5 41 r Paris 6 43 r 

Budepst 5 41 O Peking - . . 

B Aires* 22 7? s Perth fauB) 27 81 s 

Cairo 2D 68 5 Prague 2 36 I 


B Aires* 2Z 7Z t Perth (aus) 27 81 s 

Cairo 2D 68 5 Prague 2 36 I 

CapeTn 32 93 s Heykfavft -10 14 1 

Chicago* -2 28 sn Rhodes 17 63 I 

QY Church 15 59 c RndeJ 29 84 1 

Cologne 5 41 I AodsJ 27 81 t 

(Tphagn 2 36 n Riyadh 22 72 s 

Corfu la 64 1 Rome H 57 5 

DuWn 6 43 r Sattbum 4 39 c 

CXjfcrovmk 14 57 f S Frisco* 4 33 c 

too 15 59 5 Santiago* 22 72 3 

Florence 14 57 a S Paulo* 19 66 c 

Frankfurt 4 29 r Seoul -3 27 5 

Funchal 16 61 c Sng'por 27 81 c 

Conwa 3 37 c smioim 1 34 c 

GBHa#ar 15 59 c Shasb'rg 4 39 t 

HoMnW 1 34sn Sydney 23 73 J 


Gfcrattar 15 59 c Shasb'ig 

Hobkitd 1 34 vi Sydney ___ 

Hong K 16 61 5 Tangter 13 55 C 
tnra&ck 5 41 3 TeiMv 21 70 c 

Istanbul 16 61 3 Tenerife 

Jeddah 31 88 s Tokyo 

Joljuig* 23 73 1 Toronto* 


ID 66 d 

9 48 S 
2 36 sn 
17 63 c 
13 55 0 


Karachi - - . Tunis 17 63 S 

LPanas 20 68 I vafenea 13 55 5 

IfTguef 7 45 I Vanctor* 3 37 s 

Lisbon 10 50 5 Ventaj 12 54 3 

LOttmo 3 37 1 Vienna 5 41 3 

LAngrfs* 16 61 5 Warsaw -1 30 31 

UflHWJg 2 36 r Wash*Mn* 7 45 c 

UBor 22 72 1 WeTngtan 19 66 = 

Madnd 7 45 3 Zurich 5 41 c 

■(tawas figures arc fcaca arafablo 



Yesterday: Temp max 6am to 


Epm. 77 per cert. Ran 34Jv Id 6pm, 0.19m 
Suh- 24hr to txan. 0 9hr Bor. mean sea level. 
£phl. 994 7 nriters. rising. 
1.«X>m£b3rS’'29 53 m 


^ tem0 Devon. 

ICC .'KFj^i owga day ™*- Spadaacan. 

Cunora 0C (32F1. foghret ratolafl. Norwich, 
0 63in. Wghes surcshw Torquay, S Mtv 


Yesterday: Temp, m ax 6a m 10 fipm. 7C fas 1 }; 
ran Id Gam. 2CI36F) Rom 2*tv fo 60 m, 
□ 03m.Sur 34hrro6pm.rtf 


Sw Brin Max 
t» bi C F 
Aberdeen 1.8 0.07 4 39 

Angtosey 33 0.11 6 43 

Ademora - Oil 1 34 

Batted 1.5 OJE 4 39 

B ir mingham 4jj ai7 6 41 

BognorRegki 4.4 O.aa 5 41 

Bournemouth 4.8 0.12 8 43 

Bristol 42 - 7 45 


Bristol 

Buxton 

Caron 

Ctacton 

Cromar 

Eastbourne 

EtSnbuigfi 

EsMafetm* 

Exmouft 

Falmouth 

Foftesone 


Hunstanton 

tale of Man 

Jersey 

KMoss 

Leeds 

Lerwick 


Uwestoft 

Manchester 

Margate 

Ulnchead 

Moracambe 

nawe nt afe 

NaHinghern 

Pe nance 

Plymouth 

Pocta 

SaunonSnd 

Scarborough 
Sc«y Wes 

ta.— jj- 

onafKMi 

Southend 

Southsea 

Stornoway 


Tkoe 

Torquay 

weymouth 


2-5 021 2 36 

52 0.01 7 45 

12 009 6 43 

22 044 4 39 

3.5 028 5 41 

26 - 3 37 

0.7 005 1 34 

55 034 7 4S 

55 0.12 8 46 

3.4 0.02 5 41 

0 7 OJK 3 37 

40 008 5 41 

32 044 4 30 

1-7 - 6 43 

47 016 B 46 

0.6 0.15 2 36 

43 002 5 41 

- 029 3 37 

4 1 OOB 6 43 

1.6 011 5 41 

32 - 6 43 

- 057 4 39 

1.6 006 5 41 

' 0.04 5 41 

* 012 7 45 

13 0.07 5 41 

32 ■ 4 39 

3 4 0 43 2 36 

45 0.19 9 48 

45 038 7 45 

4 3 0.11 7 45 

33 034 8 46 

35 3 37 

5 2 009 9 48 . 

4.1 030 5 41 ! 

2.6 015 5 41 

41 0.10 6 43 

13 020 2 38 I 

45 0.41 7 45 ! 

57 033 6 46 : 

4 8 0 09 7 45 : 

08 0.11 5 41 | 

58 0.37 10 50 : 

48 046 7 45 ■ 


Theso are Tuesdays figures 


Yesterday: Temp; mar &mio 6pm. SC {41F}. 

rrtn BpmroSan. 1C (34F|. Ram.24hrta6pm, J as suppflad by Barclays Bark PLC. Dtftoront 
011m Suf. 24hr la 6pm. 3 ihr j rates apply to traveflens' cheques. Rates as at 


UGHTlIia-OmTMES 


London 355 pro to 0.05 am 
Bristol 4.05 pro u B14 am 
fl **u»g ri 3.41pm to 8.43 an 
Manchester 352 pm 10 824 am 
PtenamoB 4 23 pm to 820 am 


London Bridge 
Aberdeen 

AWksnoulh 


52 1.47 


42 11.40 
3 


[•I*- 










loronnaHrm supplied try Mci Office 
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What happened 
to my predictions 
for 1993? 
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ARTS 31-33 

Lord Palumbo on 
a terrible year for 
the Arts Council 



SPORT 36-40 


Simon Wigg 
and the great 
speedway scandal 


SEEKING A 
LEFT-WING 
JESUS 

Books 35 


THE 
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Grumpy and friends Parisian job centres m ay have tronble finding statable employment for the gang if their Unde Walt fails to persuade the banks to carry on navinp Hint 

Euro Disney faces 
spring showdown 

By Martin Waller, deputy crry editor 


Lasmo in 
£123m 

* sale to 
PowerGen 

By Carl Mortis hed 

LASMO, the debt-laden oil 
exploration company, has sold 
a 5 per cent stake in the prize 
Liverpool Bay oil and gas field 
to PowerGen, the electricity 
generator. The £123 million 
deal, which includes interests 
in two North Sea gas fields. 
Ravenspum North and John¬ 
ston. will significantly reduce 
the company’s gearing, which 
falling oil prices are expected 
to push towards 100 per cent 
by the end of the year. 

The market has been expect¬ 
ing disposals from Lasmo, 
which is under pressure to 
reduce its borrowings. These 
have remained high since its 
£U billion bid for Ultramar in 
1991. Liverpool Bay. where 
Lasmo will retain a quarter 
share, formed part of the 
Ultramar portfolio and is 
widely perceived to be 
Lasmo’S best asset because of 
the low cost of production in 
shallow waters. 

• Joe Darby. Lasrao’s chief 
executive, said the company's 
expectation that net produc¬ 
tion would increase by 40 per 
cent to 220,000 barrels per day 

> by 1996 was unchanged- 

> The book value of the assets 
was £94 million and analysts 
reckoned the deal represented 
a fair price to both parties. But 

■ the market remains sceptical 
about Lasmo's ability to pay a 
' final dividend. 

The acquisition places 
PowerGen firmly in the lead 
gain upstream investment in the 
electricity industry. _ 

Tempos, page 25 


Ferranti managers 
aim for buyout 


BY ROSS ICEMAN 
INDUSTRIAL 
CORRESPONDENT 

SENIOR managers at Fer¬ 
ranti, the collapsed electron¬ 
ics group, are trying to form 
an international con s ortium 
to buy the.business from its 
receivers. Phfl Burton, the 
marketing director, has be¬ 
gun discussions with John 
Talbot and Murdoch McKxL 
top, the administrative re¬ 
ceivers from Arthur Ander¬ 
sen. the accountancy firm. 

The buyout team, embrac¬ 
ing about nine executives, is 
being advised by Richard 
Stone, of Coopers & Lybrand 
corporate finance. Mr Stone 
helped to arrange the success¬ 
ful purchase of Leyiand 
Trucks by its managers from 
the same receivers this year. 

The announcement of the 
buyout plan brought an en¬ 
thusiastic response from the 
3,000 workers who remain at 
the company’s plants in 
Manchester, Oldham and 
elsewhere. “It has really lifted 
people's spirits,” one executive 
said 

Mr Burton said he hoped to 
secure long-term backing 
from mtemational groups in 
both the defence and the 
electronic controls businesses. 
Managers believe that col¬ 
laboration with international 
partners, in arrangements un¬ 
derpinned by equity interests, 
could provide the markets and 
stability Ferranti needs to 
survive. 

“It has become clear to us 


■ The 3,000 workers remaining at 
Ferranti’s plants enthusiastically back the 
management attempt to secure financial 
backing from international partners 


that, shorn of well-known 
problems stemming from the 
ISC acquisition, the group has 
a bright future," Mr Burton 
said “Whilst it remains very 
early days, we do plan to be in 
a position to commence formal 
purchase negotiations during 
February." 

The receivers welcomed the 
buyout proposals. Mr Thibet 
said he would be “actively 
encouraging the consortium 
team to negotiate with poten¬ 
tial overseas partners, as the 
markets for Ferrantis exper- 



Talbofc encouraging 


tise are global aa^are likely to 
become more so, particularly 
in the civil area". 

Collaboration between re¬ 
ceivers and managers to se¬ 
cure tbe future of a large part 
of the business appears inev¬ 
itable. The receivers have been 
contacted by dozens of com¬ 
panies interested in buying 
part or all of Ferranti, but any 
would-be purchaser will need 
the goodwill of employees if~ 
die company’s design teams 
and their skills are to be kept 
together. 

Would-be external buyers 
wall also be extremely wary 
because of die circumstances 
of Baranti’s collapse last 
month. Although the group 
has struggled for four years to 
overcome the difficulties 
caused by a complex fraud, the 

receivership was triggered 
when GEC, the electrical and 
electronic engineering group, 
withdrew its Ip a share take¬ 
over offer after due diligence 
enquiries. 

The receivers were obliged 
to make about 600 employees 
redundant almost two weeks 
ago bm they have succeeded in 
stabilising the business and 
maintaining operations. Mr 
Talbot said: “It has become 
increasingly dear to us. and 
the management trams we 


have been working with, that 
there are a n umb er of poten¬ 
tially viable king-term options 
for the future of those 
businesses." 

Managers have ruled out 
any chance of a successful 
management buyout without 
baridpg from at least one 
large partner. “Ferranti must 
be well capitalised and strong 
enough to compete in the 
international defence and civil 
markets," Mr Burton said. 
"These factors put it beyond 
the reach of an ordinary 
MBO.” 

One potential partner that 
will almost certainly be invited 
to participate is Thomson 
CSF, the French defence etec- 
tronics group that already has 
joint venture arrangements 
with Ferranti. 

However, any arrangement 
concerning the military busi¬ 
ness, which employs 60 per 
cent of the workforce, wiD be 
complicated by the need far 
approval from Britain's Min¬ 
istry of Defence. Not only is 
the MoD one of Ferranti’S 
biggest customers, it also 
owns the patents to many of 
the products developed by the 
group. 

Ferranti shareholders are 
unlikely to benefit from any 
offer by the planned consor¬ 
tium. The company is effect¬ 
ively owned by its banks, and 
proceeds secured by the re¬ 
ceivers from a disposal will be 
offset against its substantial 
borrowings. _ 

Pennington, page 23 


THE troubled Euro Disney¬ 
land tbeme park east of Paris 
win dose in the spring unless 
there is agreement between 
the banks and Waft Disney, 
its American parent, over a 
fresh injection of cash, the 
company’s auditors have 
forecast 

The French offshoot of 
Price Waterhouse has effect¬ 
ively qualified the company's 
accounts, saying that if die 
planned financial restructur¬ 
ing is not completed “the 
company would face liquidity 
problems and might be un¬ 
able to continue its activities”. 

The auditors have had to 
take this cautious view 
became the park, which has 
far undershot forecasts made 
when the project was first 
financed, ooold be technically 
insolvent by April 1. 

Walt Disney has agreed to 
pump in cash to keep fee park 
afloat from next month, but 
has said if a deal is not 
readied with the banks by 
April that lifeline will be cuL 
The banks believe the 
American corporation, winch 
operates a successful overseas 
park in Tokyo as well as its 
US parks, win not allow its 
reputation to be damaged by 
the bankruptcy of Hs presti¬ 
gious French venture. They 
are baffting at demands that 
they forego some of their £2 
billion loans, probably in 
exchange for equity. 

For its part Disney, which 
owns 49 per cent of the pro¬ 
ject does not believe the 
banks, now compiling their 
own report on Euro Disney's 
finances, are prepared to 
write off such huge sums. 
It’s a classic Mexican stand¬ 
off” said one source dose to 


the company. “It's a battle of 
nerves — neither of them 
wants the place to dose:” 

The Price Waterhouse rul¬ 
ing confirms warnings to 
shareholders from Philippe 
Bourguignon. Euro Disney’s 
chairman, last month, when 
he reported an annual £614 
million loss. But the share 
price, always sensitive to bad 
news, slumped an additional 
8p to 395p. The price has 
fallen from almost £12 in 
March as institutions have 
largely abandoned the stock, 
leaving it to the public. 

Some analysts are con¬ 
cerned that there may not be 
time to reach agreement by 
the April deadline, given the 
further delay imposed by the 
banks’ own report being 
drawn up by KPMG Pleat 
Marwick, and the compexity 
of the talks. Nigel Reed at 
Paribas commented: “Euro 
Disney cannot pay its returns 
on its debt so someone wiD 
have to go without" 

Pennington, page 23 


The rising yen is about 
to cost Japan its No.l 
place among world car 
producers. America 
will take over 
Report page 22 
Pennington, page 23 
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RISING STARS 

Two insiders have been 
promoted at Kleinwart 
Benson in the wake of 
the departure of the 
merchant bank's chief 
executive 
Phge 23 

-+- 


FAILING DREAM 


Pennington 



Bankers pondering 
over the future of Euro 
Disneyland could fund 
a new attraction to 
raise attendances: 
Financial Fantasy I and 
Pennington, page 23 


SINKING STATUS 


British managers are 
worse paid than 
counterparts in 
America, Japan and 
Germany , and only 
just beat Malaysians 
Page 23 


MFI’s open and shut Christmas decision 


By Susan Gilchrist 

RETAILERS have spent much of the 
year vociferously campaigning to be 
allowed to open on Sundays. It is 
therefore ironic to find the doors of 
Britain’s biggest furniture retailer 
firmly shut in the week before Christ¬ 
mas. traditionally the busiest shop¬ 
ping week of the year. While the bar 1 * 


f aisles of MF1, the fitted kitchens to 
bedrooms retailer, are empty. 

The group has decided to dose its 
175 stores until December 27 when its 
New Year sale starts. Some may view 


this as commercial suicide but MFI 
said: “We do tins every year. Furniture 
is not one of die things people want to 
buy before Christmas. It allows us to 
give the staff in our stores a rest prior 
to the sale, which is our busiest time of 
year." 

Rod Whitehead, retail analyst at 
Goldman Sachs, believes MFI’s ac¬ 
tions are not as crazy as they sound. 
“Although much of H is historical 
precedent, these is a degree of com¬ 
mercial logic Nobody is out shopping 
for big-tickiet items like fitted kitchens 
ai yl bedrooms in the run-up to 
Christmas. Meanwhile the January 


sale, which runs for ten weeks from 
Boxing Day, accounts for 30 per cent 
of their annual turnover.” Indeed 
Boxing Day is often MFI’s busiest day 
of the year. 

Nevertheless the rest of its rivals 
have chosen to stay open. Jon Massey, 
chief operating officer of DFS, the 
specialist furniture retafler that came 
to the market last month, insists his 
company would never consider dos¬ 
ing before Christmas and says all 27 
outlets will be open “every day except 
Christmas Day”. 

Furniture retailers have been enjoy¬ 
ing a welcome renaissance in recent 


months as recession-weary consumers 
have begun to fed sufficiently confi¬ 
dent to make tug household pur¬ 
chases. Although retail sales figur 
have shown strong growth in ran 
tore sales, Mr Whitehead says MB’s 
fortunes are more closely related to 
housing activity as at least half its 
turnover is derived from fitted kitch¬ 
ens and bedrooms. Although MFI 
disappointed the City with a 7 per cent 
fan in sales for the year to April 24, 
Derek Hunt chairman and chief 
executive, said turnover was running 3 
per cent ahead of last year at the 
group’s annual meeting in September. 
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Paramount 
to favour 
Q VC bid 

From Philo* Robinson 
IN NEW YORK 

MARTIN Davis, chairman 
and chief executive of Para¬ 
mount Communications, was 
last night thought likely to 
back, a $10 billion takeover bid 
from Barry Differ, the man he 
sacked ten years ago. Mr 
Dtller heads QVC Network, 
the shopping channel concern. 

The board of the Hollywood 
studio was due to make a 
statement late last night in the 
latest twist of the threemonth 
takeover battle, but it was 
widely believed that the terms 
of QVC5 bid had topped that 
of Viacom, the MTV-owning 
programme maker with 
which Paramount would pre¬ 
fer to merge. 

However, Viacom has 
sought extra time from Para¬ 
mount to rafae more cash — 

both sides can raise their bids 
over the next ten days and the 
victor wiD be the first to buy 51 
per cent of Paramount shares 
in the market QVC is offering 
$92 a share and Viacom, $85. 
Trading in Paramount shares 
was halted at lunchtime on 
Wall Street at about $80. 


CASHING IN 
YOUR 

ENDOWMENT? 


WE BUY WITH PROFITS ENDOWMENTS AND 
WHOLE LIFE POLICIES AT SUBSTANTIAL 
PREMIUMS ABOVE SURRENDER VALUE. THE 
POLICY MUST HAVE BEEN IN FORCE FOR AT 
LEAST 7 YEARS. THERE ARE NO HIDDEN FEES. 

Telephone: 081 207 1606 Fax: 081 207 4950 


1 Insurance Company. 

2 Basic Sum Assured. 

3 Start Date of Policy. 

4 Maturity Date of Policy.. 

5 Gross Monthly Premium. 

6 Total Bon us Attaching.... 

7 Surrender Value. 


FOR AN IMMEDIATE OUOTETELEPHONE, FAX OR RETURN 
THE COUPON WITH THE INFORMATION INDICATED. 

NAME (Mr/Mrs/Mi&s)................ 

ADDRESS______*_ 


----POSTCODE_ 

TELEPHONE NO:.—._.... , 


SEdURmSSp^-— A V : 
fjENDOWM^vW) - 

Contracts plc J 

SEC Home, 49 Theobald Street, Borefcamwood, Hens. VVD6 4R2 
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Japan’s carmakers lose their place in the sun 



By Kevin Eason 
motoring correspondent 

japan is about to lose its place as the 
world’s leading car producing na¬ 
tion, for the first time since 1980. 
Estimates being drawn up indicate 
that Japanese producers, punished 
by the yen’s strength, will be overtak¬ 
en by rising output in America. 

At its peak in 1990. Japan made 
135 million cars, almost 3.6 million 
more than the US, previously the 
world automotive leader. Europe has 
never made more than 13.5 million 
cars and, this year, continental 
recession is expected to pull its output 
back to little more than 12 million. 

Forecasters at Automotive News. 


an authoritative newspaper for the 
American motor industry, predicts 
that US output next year could exceed 
112 million: some analysts believe the 
figure could be as high as 11.8 
million. 

Japanese production is forecast to 
fall from I993’s ten-year low of 11.1 
million, to 1! million. 

For the past 20 years. Japanese 
motor makers have swept aside 
opposition with their rapid introduc¬ 
tion of new models from factories so 
efficient that European and Ameri¬ 
can competitors looked as though 
they would be fatally wounded. 

But America and Europe have 
fought back. Now it is Japan’s turn to 
suffer the country is in deep reces¬ 


sion at hone and suffering from a 
strong yen that is crippling exports. 

Domestic sales of new vehicles in 
Japan are expected to fall for the third 
year in succession, possibly to below 
6.7 million. That will be the lowest 
figure for about five years but the 
effect of the decrease on home 
factories is underlined by sharp falls 
in overseas sales. 

Exports have been hit not only by 
the rise of the yen but alai by import 
substitution by Japanese plants 
abroad. The opening of plants in the 
US and the UK has hit the domestic 
industry hard. Japanese production 
in America this year outstripped 
imports for the first time: in 1992, 
imports were 100.000 cars higher 


than local production. At the same 
time, better models from more pro¬ 
ductive factories have revitalised 
America’s big three manufacturers. 
General Motors’ output was 8 3 per 
cent up in the first U months of the 
year, io 3.7 million; FoTd’s was 18.9 
per cent higher at 3.1 million; and 
Chxysleris rose 1U per cent, to 12 
million. The share of the US market 
held by Japanese marques has fallen 
from a 1991 peak of more than 25 per 
cent, to 23.1 per cent The tumnnmd 
has been both remarkable and 
painful. For the first time. Japanese 
carmakers are looking for ways to cut 
workforces brought up in a national 
tradition that a job is for life. 

For America, however, the damage 


has already been done, according to a 
study by the Economic Policy Insti¬ 
tute, a liberal US think-tank. This 
contradicted die view that Japanese 
transplants had revitalised Ameri¬ 
ca's motor industry. In fact, it argued, 
they had cost 158,000 jobs: “trans¬ 
plant" production was, effectively, 
partly imported, because research 
and development facilities an d key 
- components had not been transferred 
from Japan. 

Though Japanese transplants bj 
companies such as Honda, Nissan, 
Toyota and Mazda hired US work¬ 
ers, they destroyed other American 
jobs by using a higher percentage of 
imported parts than die home-based 
big three. 


Unisex pension benefits are not 
compulsory, says Euro Court 


□ A question mark remains over whether 
insurance companies offering annuities 
will be able to continue to use 
sex-based tables after this judgment 

By Sara McConnell personal finance correspondent 

the scheme calculated his 
transfer value on the basis that 
he would retire at the norma] 
male retirement age of 65, 
rather than the female age of 
60. and also used differential 
actuarial factors. The scheme 
offered Mr Neath a pension 
from age 60 with a transfer 
value of £30,67259. If he had 
been a woman, with a transfer 
value calculated from age 60. 
it would have been £39,93456. 
Using female actuarial fac¬ 
tors, the transfer value would 
have risen to £41,486.25. Mr 
Neath claimed he was being 
discriminated against and the 
case was referred to the Euro¬ 
pean Court by the industrial 
tribunal in Leeds in May 1991. 

The European Court argued 
that the Barber judgment 
requiring equal pay did not 
extend to the way employers 
chose to fund their schemes 
and by extension non-pension 
benefits such as transfer val¬ 
ues and tax-free lump sums. 
These are considered alterna¬ 
tives to pension benefits. 

The judgment means that 
employers will be able to 
continue to use differential 
factors for transfers and lump 
sums if they choose. Most still 
do but some have moved 
towards using the same fee- 
tors for men and women. If the 
court had ruled that com¬ 
panies must use unisex fac¬ 
tors, companies could have 
been faced with extra costs 
depending on how the change 
was implemented. However, 
the Association of British In¬ 
surers IABI) said the change 
would probably have been 
cost-neutral. It said the deci¬ 
sion made “abundant sense". 

There is still a doubt over 
whether insurance companies 
offering annuities can contin¬ 
ue to use sex-based tables to 
calculate annuity rates, as the 
judgment did not directly ad¬ 
dress this issue. 


COMPANIES can continue to 
calculate pension benefits, 
particularly transfer values 
and tax-free lump sums, dif¬ 
ferently for male and female 
members of final salary occu¬ 
pational pension schemes, the 
European Court of Justice 
ruled yesterday. 

The landmark derision, in 
the test case of Neath v. Hugh 
Steeper, was unexpected. The 
derision contradicted the opin¬ 
ion of the Advocate General 
published in April, which 
suggested that companies 
would have to use unisex 
actuarial factors to calculate 
transfer values and tax-free 
lump sums for men and 
women. The issue was one of 
several arising out of an 
earlier judgment. Barber v. 
Guardian Royal Exchange, in 
May 1990, which ruled that 
pensions were part of pay. and 
occupational pension schemes 
must offer equal benefits to 
men and women. Four test 
cases, including Neath v. 
Hugh Steeper, were brought 
before the European Court to 
deride issues lot unresolved 
by the Barber judgment 

Currently, transfer values 
for ex-employees who want to 
take their pension elsewhere, 
or retired employees who 
want to take part of their 
pension as a tax-free lump 
sum, have these benefits calcu¬ 
lated on the assumption that 
women live longer than men. 
This means women need larg¬ 
er transfer values to buy the 
same pension because they 
five longer. Male employees 
also have to sacrifice more of 
their pension to produce the 
same lump sum as a female 
employee because men are not 
expected to live as long. 

David Neath was made 
redundant in 1990 by Hugh 
Steeper Ltd, a manufacturer of 
artificial limbs, at the age of 
54. He was offered the alterna¬ 
tive of a deferred pension or a 
transfer payment. However. 



French go 
to supreme 
court in 
BCCI case 

FRENCH depositors in the 
collapsed Bank of Credit and 
Commerce International have 
appealed to the French Su¬ 
preme Court of Appeals 
against a ruling favourable to 
the French Banking Associ¬ 
ation (AFB). 

On December 13, the Court 
of Appeals overturned a 
judgment in favour of victims 
of BCG’s collapse. The De¬ 
cember 13 ruling, which the 
depositors are now taking to 
tiie Supreme Court of Appeals, 
held that the AFB could limit 
indemnity for depositors to 
Frl05,000 each. The deposi¬ 
tors had demanded a limit of 
Fr400,000, the sum provided 
for in the APB’S “solidarity 
mechanism", designed to deal 
with such claims but not used 
in the BCG case. 

Roland dOmano, the de¬ 
positors' attorney, said that he 
hoped to have the BCCI court 
liquidator for France serve 
writs on BCG directors to 
force them to appear before 
the Paris Commercial Court to 
make it possible to “put it on 
record that the directors mis¬ 
managed their establishment 
and to take a step forward in 
assigning responsibility". 

He hoped eventually to 
“present the Emir of Abu 
Dhabi with the bill” for the 
scandal. The emir, who held 
77.4 per cent of BCCL has said 
that he is suing 13 former 
BCCI executives for $9 billion. 


Letters, page 25 David Neath and his wife, Pauline, are at the centre of a landmark legal decision 


Construction orders build hopes of recoveiy 


By Janet Bush 

ECONOMICS CORRESPONDENT 

CONSTRUCTION orders in¬ 
creased by 9 per cent in the 
three months to October com¬ 
pared with the previous three 
months and were IS per cent 
up on a year previously, 
suggesting that one of the 
hardest-hir areas of the econo¬ 
my is slowly beginning to 
recover. 

Yesterday’s figures from the 
Department of the Environ¬ 
ment backed up news this 
week that construction output 
had risen by 0.2 per cent in the 


third quarter after 12 consecu¬ 
tive quarters of decline. 

In comparison with a year 
ago. output was still 15 per 
cent down. The construction 
sector has been much slower 
to emerge from recession than 
other areas. 

New orders in the private 
housing sector rose 13 per cent 
in the three months to October 
compared with the previous 
three months and were 26 per 
cent higher than a year previ¬ 
ously’. while private industrial 
orders were up 19 per cent and 
20 per cent respectively. In 
contrast, private commercial 


orders were 9 per cent lower 
than the previous quarter but 
11 per cent higher than a year 
previously. 

□ The US Commerce Depart¬ 
ment has released figures that 
confirm that, after a worrying 
pause, the American recovery 
is strengthening again. Gross 
domestic product rose at an 
annual rate of 2.9 per cent in 
the third quarter, revised up¬ 
wards from 27 per cent At 
the same time, inflation re¬ 
mained subdued with the 
implicit price deflator rising at 
a 1.6 per cent rate, unchanged 
from tile previous estimate. 


□ Germany reported a 
DM45.1 billion trade surplus 
in the ten months from Janu¬ 
ary to October, up on the 
DM315 billion surplus in the 
same period of 1992 The 
current account deficit for the 
ten-month period was un¬ 
changed between this year 
and last at DM33.9 billion. 

The leading Berlin-based 
DIW Institute said that a 
broad European monetary 
union was an "unrealistic 
illusion" and that even a more 
modest union linking a small¬ 
er number of European cur¬ 
rencies was unlikely in the 


foreseeable future. Neverthe¬ 
less. the institute said that, if 
economic growth began to 
accelerate, countries without 
any fundamental differences 
in their economies, such as 
Germany, France and the 
Benelux countries, should 
quickly return to narrow 
bands in the exchange-rate 
mechanism. The institute said 
that Germany and France 
should take the initiative and 
develop a currency mecha¬ 
nism that would withstand 
speculative periods. _ 

Economic View, page 25 


Femizzi 
issues 
cheered 

By Co un Narbrough 

MULTI-STAGE, bumper 
rights issues by Femizzi 
Finanziaria. the debt-strapped 
Italian holding company, and 
Montedison, its agri-chemi¬ 
cals arm, were warmly re¬ 
ceived on tiie Milan stock 
exchange in a market buoyed 
by favourable news about 
Italy’s economy. 

Shares moved ahead for the 
eighth consecutive day, reflect¬ 
ing the prospect of subdued 
inflation and falling interest 
rates. Investor interest in 
Femizzi stock was led by a 
good kick-off to its capital 
rights issue, dealers said. 

Shares in Ferruzzi jumped 
an early 11 per cent only to 
end at 2.150 lire @5p). up 4 per 
cent, while Montedison fin¬ 
ished 4.3 per cent higher at 908 
lire (36p). Ferruzzi had been 
well received on the first day of 
the rights issue on Wednes¬ 
day. but Montedison had 
slipped slightly. 

The 5.400 billion lire (E215 
billion) capitalraising exercise 
forms part of a rescue plan 
approved by most creditor 
banks after huge holes in its 
balance sheet were discovered. 
In the First half this year, 
Ferruzzi lost 783 billion lire. 
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PUBLIC NOTICES 


CHABITy COMMSKIN 
Ctwtty ■ jams Tum 
S ftMtnMMs Fund 
TTt» Cimn iiim utun propo i m Id 
i»o**aS<n«iiefarinticltant)' A 
row « IV and Schema can be 
oetauwl by SCTHMOB a il anpia 
aWrrwa nuctopr la SI Altani 
HO****- 87/CO HaymarKM. 

Lonaon. SW1 Y 4qx ammo iw- 
rrrnc- ND-ISOSOI CDCUJnJJ. 
oemmuB or r ua i mn t a B i ai f cm 
br moor wrmm one monui men 
today 


LEGAL NOTICES 


IN THE HIGH COURT 
OP Aisnce 
CHANCERY DIVI SIO N 
No. OW WM19 M 
■N THE MATTER OF 
MEDEYA PtC 
AND IN THC MATTER Or 
THE COMPANIES ACT IW 
NOTICE IS HEREBY OWN 
mat Ordrr of the Wah Coon 
M Jibdct iQiamry Uvioau 
d**»d ISO, DtcnMar IWS con- 
vnm me eaneeBadon at ttv 
ahodr arranum accou nt of o* 
aMi*. named company »» rapir- 

tervb by tnr Reomrar of Como* 
n*M on IW December IMS. 
DATED l«» 31* day 
of December 1993 
WJWf Saul el Marcel Hew. 
293 **mi Sent 
London win Too 
Srtlmon rar magnate 


LEGAL NOTICES 


THE ^SOLVENCY ACT 1984 


AIRWAYS UMTTED 
I1N LIQUIDATIONS 
NOTICE B HEREBY OVEN 

IIBI Raid Howard run and KM» 
Anthony Murpfty of Rna Aao- 
' Cumber*. Tamale 


At roue. London. CCtfY GOT 
•vrrr appointed Joint iMOMalon 
of me ud ramny lb Oa nan 
ben and t maan on iTm 
DecmMr 1993. 

NOTICE a HERESY ALSO 
GIVEN mat the motion or the 
above named Compan y my 
nountnL on or before sum Jan¬ 
uary 1994 to Bend their namn. 

‘ parnci n at* of Bwtr 


cbm to in* aademonM. the 

Mnl Uqn Mal ot* of tna Co mi ny , 

ji npn AMocbnm. Tomo*e Otam- 
bers. Tnwtr Avenue. Lon d on. 
CG4V OUT. 

Dated Uik 17m OemmMtr 1993. 
P H. FINN and K A MURPHY. 
Joint Uqiditfnr,_ 


THE INSOLVENCY RULES IW# 
RULE 4 19401 
Prom* RKndtmenl Limited 
In Crrtumrs- Voluntary 
Ugiddanon 

Nonce i* rants wven L 
Dniiioi Brendan GoaMey. Char¬ 
tered ArtAuntsoL of Leach Bright 
A Partner* Rama Hotter. Oat- 
nut Avenue. OuUtm. Surrey, 
OLR WH. «,ae appo b ded UM 
dator of the ant named com 
aaav on 17th Decembe r 1993 
AH c r etnt or a wno ntvr not 
alreedv done so are I n el htf tc 
strove Mr deMs to wntttp to me 
at UM above address. 

No further public miM co or 
a t m tamaw to prows dents Win 
be given 

Date 17 December 1993 
P B Cb a iby . 1 b n d rt aSor. 


DM THE MATTER OP 
OLD IQ LIMITED 
<ln CMW Voluntary 


NOTICE to HEREBY GIVEN 
that the Creditors of (he above- 
named Company, which b Aetna 
voluntarily msm up. an 
required, on or before IB Janu¬ 
ary 1994 to srave Mr «W by 


ad dr esi dt or meir soucitert itf 
mi. io me undemaned. M 
Fishman of Arthur Andersen. PO 
Bos M. I Surrey street. London 
WCSR 25VT. BIT l hpddawr Of Die 
said Company, nnd IT an l oeud o d 
to- nonce In writing from me stod 

LtouMowr. to tain d n e such fur¬ 
ther detain or produce «uch doro 
memory dr other evidence aa 
may ap p ear to the Liquidator So 
be neewoar y . In default metoot 
they MU Do •ulndrt Drum (be 
benefit of any flUOIP nlto n made 
before each debts are crowd 
Dated l#lti day 
or December 1003 

M nuiman mnddaior _ 


ANT TEUWOMMCMCATHNS 
LTD tto M — bn r 
Voluntary LHMUfcmJ 
NOTICE TO C HEDCTOWS ■ On 
id Drcemtmr 1993 me above 
cumDBny was placed Into M e t a- 
Lie 


Marhn Fishman and Anthony 
Bneory of P O Best as. I Surrey 
Street. London WCSR 2NT were 
aotnlM Joint t Wimtatnri B> 
the Members 

The Joint Lto addaters «nv 
noore pursuant to Ride 4 ISZAOf 
un- Insolvency Ruto 1986 tw 
the nnlKgo of the company must 
send dKoAt. to writing. of any 
cum inaa tne rrammna to M 
nsnfltan. P O Bos SS. 1 Swrrr 
Street. London WCSR 2VT. 

The Joint UtuMdanalso our 
notice under the pr u t sa cai ot Ride 
4 IBZAI6I mat on KMsdl 1994 
u»ry Intend lo make a final retro 
to tsodOors who have odnAM 
claim* D> 16 F«m 1994 ana 
that then wBl be no tanner iBdrT- 
nutton lo ntOMv 

Tnv company ta ante u nay «a 
of ns Known creditors to ran 
□■tod 17/I2/9Q 
A.w. Brtortnr. jam UgtdBaW 


IN THE MATTER OF THE 
INSOLVENCY turn ORDER 1909 
AND IN THE MATTER OT 
MCLAUGKUN A HARVEY PLC 
'in d dmlimmft , u Baero ettodpi 
NOTICE IS HEREBY CIVEN. 


-y CNfl 1 ___ 

mt ApoDcaOoh try E G Ml 1 PR 
Srlw. the Joint Adrattibtrxttvr 
•bonwv to dnni MB the 
iMitBag of am meatt uu of Iota*. 
«savd mdmau tether naa 
Hdutrod by Arflcto E80L no the 
■moats mat a meedno ot evsdi 
ton b to be uovnvt pursuant u, 
ARIcto SO of tto haUnncy 0*1) 
Order 1909. man be hoard aa 
fa ll ow . 

Dale; Thursday. S January 1994 
Time 2 00 pm 

Efratron The Royal Courts or 
JmtKe OdthoatorEtraet, MM. 
BTt Ml 

Lnaewasd rad b , « the 
above company may obtain, no* 
of char?*, a copy 0( the John 
AdmmbtriBtrv RRetvtrs* report 

pmaratt pursuant to ArPtfe 58 
b* ~rthng to me at am ad dry at 
below 

17 Prce uin at |«U 
E O B*P 

Jatni aan muniMUu e Receiver 
B D O hdn Kamtyn 12 M Harm 
Road Bella*! BT9 SBP 
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TO PLACE ALL YOUR ANNOUNCEMENTS PLEASE CALL DEBRAGYNN 

TEL: 071-782 7344 or FAX; 071-481 9313 


Swissair in huge loss 
on airline operations 


By Coun Narbrough 


SWISSAIR, one of the four 
medium-sized European carri¬ 
ers that last month aborted the 
“Alcazar plan for a joint 
airline, has revealed a “mas¬ 
sive loss" on its airline opera¬ 
tions this year. 

The Swiss national carrier, 
thought to have been in better 
financial shape than its pula- 
rive pamwrs. KLM Royal 
Dutch Airlines, Austrian Air¬ 
lines and Scandinavian Air¬ 
lines System, said, however, 
that ii expected aircraft sales 
and profits from subsidiaries 
to allow it at least to break 
even this year. 

The airline, which has a 
cross-shareholding with Del¬ 
ta, the American carrier. Iasi 
year posted a group net profit 
of SFrll3 million (£52 million) 
on 4.7 per cent higher revenue, 
but core airline operations 
made a loss. 

Otto Loepfe. Swissair’s chief 


executive,who issued his loss 
warning in a company news¬ 
letter. said that the “massive 
loss" meant, despite pleasing 
results in September and Oc¬ 
tober. that the airline had “by 
no means met our budget 
target”. He gave no figures. 

Peter Bouw. KLM chair¬ 
man, this week said his airline 
was “on the road to profit 
recovery", although much re¬ 
mained to be done. He said 
KLM had to strengthen its 
position as an independent 
carrier and avoid being depen¬ 
dent on co-operation with 
other European airlines. 

The Alcazar talks collapsed 
when the airlines could not 
agree on their American part¬ 
ner. with KLM insisting that it 
had to be Northwest, in which 
KLM had a large equity 
holding. The Dutch carrier 
last year made a loss of 562 
million guilders (EI97 million!. 



Irish group buys AGF 
life firms for £23.5m 

iukh life. Ireland's largest life assurance, pensions and 
IRISH Lite, irewnus i;f e assurance business 

investmOTt group, has' purchase of City of 

of AGF Holdings for f y/esm ^ tr 

"Ctoo companies have a total of 40,000 l»li<yholders 

AGFhave an Irish joint venture, AGFInsh life, which 

* Gcneral 

ifL file hands of AGF and the balance is spread among ^ 
small shareholders. 

Silvermines in talks 

SILVERMtNES Group, the Irish electronics company 
headed by Bob Morion, has confirmed it is m merger 
discussions with Molynx Holdings, the dosed-arcoit 
television group. Silvermines said that such a moger could 
either take the form of an offer by Silvermines for Molynx or 
offers for both companies by a new company fonned for foe 
purpose. The enlarged group would have a market value 
probably in excess of £30 million. Shares m Sflvomines. 
which is capitalised at £129 million, were unchanged at 39p; 
Molynx. capitalised at £75 million, held steady at 36p. 

Czech slowdown 

CZEC H central bank figures show that inward investment * 
has slowed. In the first nine months this year, the inflow was 
$455 millio n, down from $600 million at the same stage last 
year. Air France and the London-based European Bank for 
Reconstruction and Development (EBRD), which last year 
took stakes of 19.1 percent each in Ceskosloven ske Aerolin ie 
(CSA), the Czech national airline, have just emerged from a 
nnmd of emergency shareholders meetings with a deal that 
satisfies their demand for $25 millio n compensation from 
the Oti i government for alleged overvaluation of CSA; . 

Filofax buys for £3m 

FILOFAX, the USM-quoted personal organiser group, is 
extending its range of products with the acquisition of 
Drakes Office Systems for £3 million in shares and cash. 
Drakes is best known for its Ring Back brand of telephone 
message and business forms. Tons Drake, its founder, will 
become a consultant to Filofax and a non-executive director. 
Drakes made a gross profit of £727,000 in 1992 on sales oL 
£1.7 mini on. Robin Field, Fflofax’s chief executive, said hlff 
company planned to expand the Drakes business overseas.. 
Filofax shares added 15p to 184p. „ .J- 

Invesco sells Oak stake 


INVESCO. the fund-management group, has sold its A6 per 
cent holding in electronics group Oak Industries for $122 
milli on, invesco paid $65 million as an interesFfree secured 
loan for the stoke in November 1992 as part of its 
compensation to Drayton Consolidated Trust for investing 
funds in a company that collapsed. After rede m ption of the 
loan note the ale wfll result in a $5.7 million (£3.8 million) 
exceptional profit Invesco said: “We are now 90 per cent of 
the way through selling off our non-core interests.” Hie 
shares were unchanged al l87p. . . ...... lempus. page25 

ERF losses continue 

TOUGH price competition from European' lorry makers 
striving to counter foe effects of recession contributed to 
continued first-half losses at ERF. the Sandbach truck 
maker. Even though turnover surged 22 per cent to £66.9 
million in the six months to October, the company was 
unable to make profits from its successful new EC range. 
Cost cutting reduced losses to £479.000 from last year's £272 
million. There is no half-year dividend, but the level of the 
fuD-year payout will be reviewed when the company has a 
clearer picture of progress during foe second half. 

Symonds improves 

IMPROVED productivity following a 25 per cent cut in HkJ 
workforce helped reduce interim losses at Symonds” 
Engineering. As foe group reduced foe head count to 155 in 
the six months to September 30, pre-tax losses came back to 
£126,000 against £256.000 last time. However, Symonds, 
which mainly supplies UK conglomerates, has decided to 
Pass the dividend (0.15p). Losses per share were L27p (LPS 
I.93p). Rod AckrilL chairman, said the internal changes and 
an improving trading outlook made him confident that the 
company would soon return to foe black. 

J Billam shares fall 

A TRADING warning from J Billam. the Sheffield 
engineer, caused its shares to drop by 51p to 218p. The 
company said difficult trading meant one of its subsidiaries. 
Aircraft and-Sheet Metal Engineers, had cut its contribidion 
by up to £100.000 compared to the previous year. A 
manufacturer for the aerospace and car industries. ASME 
suffered a reduced workload in foe second half corapoundr 
«* by restructuring costs. Billam said other subsidiaries 
were hading to expectation and it expected to recommend a 
nnai dividend of Up making an annual 53 p ( 5 p). 
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WITHALEICA 


-1 



D K N t C h^ T £? TARS iN >'OUR eyes 
A BOUT THE ACCLAIMED LEICA R7?* 

vicl on a free one day course at the LFITA Phnm c„k_ 

isssissss 

computerised electronics with iraditional precision. 
Go *>n. treat yourself. 

Set a course for vour nearest LEICA 
Specialist dealer right now and ask about the very specia 
°? Crs until the end of Deccm^ 



Th c freedom l0 see . 
U'tcj fjnitfra Lid. Tdcphunc (MM fifth <*3 


for general enquiries, gg 


> 


..jA iU* u,-A ji 















■‘-Tt.'rj 


u\s \r 


Uc o a>iruv nr^ M8FJt3L1 gg 3 

^i^SMHTOWKDWDECEMBER 


iu5uo 


£2>,- 


! 'J? 

n 


* r\S 


ilSt -.: , 


*> 


231993 


ran B ^!Sff a Me»- 

?ver £? to,r 0 ?Eum &**» 
land might break »k! 0 h D, 5W' 

by offennehfSS dead,odc 

is##s 

SSSSaa- 

EnPsriiS 

white-knuckie ridlThS 
^^cSonCoamounS^ 

5fL5*j nt higher than planned. 

shorn of much of the 
contents of their wallptc 
would thenptaSeES&gg 

ff"?? Guteh - 

irors are dnven away by hish 
*■*£* ^i d P 001 " weather — K) 
Per cent below projections in the 

iS'TT'Z . 30 P? “ntiothe 

second. A detour through emu- 
m tested recession valley, where 
foreign visitors fail to spend 
J22 ought to, leads to a 

parting of the ways whereamere 

fock of the switch would reach 
the final tableau of the insoF- 

vency court-all in four thrilling 
highly compressed years. 

At least the near 200.00a 
Plainly French, investors would 
swell the entry book, especially if 
they could be persuaded to stay 
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Euro Disney’s finest attraction 


2 ve f ni gh t r They would surely 
uock to learn how they have 
awne to this sorry state, which 
they should have bothered to 
read up before they invested. 
How they do not actually own 
the theme park. Why the com¬ 
pany wrecked its own balance 
sheet by deciding to write off the 
start-up costs early. How die 
venture was managed by Wait 
pisnq^for a 3 per cent fee. and 
how Disney had less incentive 
man outside investors to keep 
costs down. Apart from its 49 per 
cent equity state, gained for 
about £110 minion, Disney is 
entitledto a 10 percent royalty on 
admissions and 5 per cent an 
merc h a n dise sales. Disney's iri- 


but Euro Disney is - * 
geared, with £23 billion of ™ 
and high overheads and royal¬ 
ties making attendances and on¬ 
site spending critical. Everything 
has to work for outside share¬ 
holders to prosper. It hasn't 
As ever in such cases — 
Eurotunnel comes swiftly to 
mind — investors have little 
standing in the battle between 
the big battalions to ensure the 
show goes on after Man* 1994. 


In this crowd-pulling stand-off, 
.Wait Disney assumes the banks 
need it to have any hope of 
recovering much of their debts 

and can be persuaded to cut fixed 

inter est rates of about 73 per cent 
and convert debt to equity. The 
banks assume Wait Disney, 
which has ambitious projects 
elsewhere, could not afford the 
smell of failure to taint than but 
co uld afford to cut its interes t, 
invest more and link its annual 
take more dosdy to profits. As 
investors watch tins most thrill¬ 
ing scene in Financial fan tas y 
land, they might even not notice 
they were losing nearly all then- 
remaining money. 

Ferranti’s 
last stand 

DAS Pennington duly noted 
earlier in the Ferranti proceed¬ 
ings, John Talbot, of accountants 
Arthur Andersen, is a shrewd 
counter of beans. 

News that Ferranti’s senior 
managers are attempting to pro¬ 
mote a consortium btd has 
inevitably saved to raise morale 
within'the stricken defence con¬ 



tractor but, it has to be said, this 
may well provide Talbot and his 

colleague Murdoch McKillop 
with a degree of leverage when it 
comes to counting beans with the 
likes of those who inhabit Stan¬ 
hope Gate. 

Tbe message from Phil Bur¬ 
ton, Ferranti’s marketing direc¬ 
tor. is that the scale of resources 
required to permit Ferranti to 
compete in the international 
defence and civfl markets is 
“beyond the reach" of an or¬ 
dinary MBO — thus the con¬ 
sortium concept 

Burton stresses that initial 
discussions with Arthur Ander¬ 
sen have proved most “encourag¬ 
ing", while the Talbotf McKiliop 
duo “welcome" the initiative and 
point out that they will "actively 


encourage" tbe consortium team 
to negotiate with “potential over¬ 
seas partners" Enter Richard 
Stone, out of Coopers & 
Lybrand's corporate finance 
department, to advise Ferranti'S 
managers. But what chance, one 
might ask. has Ferranti’s 
management of succeeding 
where Eugene Anderson. 
Ferranti’S chairman (but not a 
member of the consortium 
team), failed? It is no secret that 
Anderson left few corporate 
stones unturned during his 
tortuous search for an equity 
injection and/or strategic 
partnership. The difference, so it 
would seem, is that Anderson 
had no choice other than to 
negotiate with Ferranti’S balance 
sheet on the table. When Ffcrranti 
revealed its 1993-4 midyear re¬ 
sults (prior to GECs decision to 
withdraw its token Ip a share 
bid) net debt stood at dose on 
£100 million, while overall expo¬ 
sure amounted to some £155 
million. With the enterprise now 
in receivership, Ferranti’s man¬ 
agers insist that unlike Ander¬ 
son, they can sit at the 
negotiating table with a dean, or 
relatively dean, slate. 


The consortium offer—should 
it materialise — will focus on 
ferranti’S naval and air defence 
operations but will exdude the 
Oldham based component di¬ 
vision. the much-prized (and 
sought after) simulation busi¬ 
ness and tiie 50/50 sonar venture 
with Thamson-CSF. 

All of which may well raise 
eyebrows at GEG That said. 
Lord Weinstock is well versed in 
the problems associated with the 
creation of a consortium. 
Remember Metsun? 

Japan hunts 
green shoots 

□JAPANESE governments, es¬ 
chewing miserable pre-Christ¬ 
mas budgets. like to boost 
business and consumer con¬ 
fidante before the New Year 
festivities, when corporations 
plan their annual spending. He¬ 
roic efforts featuring tax and 
interest rale cuts did not, how¬ 
ever, have much long-term im¬ 
pact in the past two years. 

Morihiro Hosokawa faces an 
even more daunting task when 
he tries to cheer up the nation. 


probably tomorrow. Income tax 
cuts have already been dis¬ 
counted. The Japanese public 
sees little to smile about in the 
Uruguay Round, with another 
bullying round of bilateral trade 
talks with America coming up 
and is bombarded on all sides by 
cheerless economic news. 

Among the most symbolically 
depressing is the state of the car 
industry. A year-on-year output 
cut of 12 per cent in November is 
lfltey to accelerate tills month as 
the big firms bring in more cuts. 
The year's output wfll probably 
only total 11.1 million cars, the 
lowest for ten years and likely to 
be lower in 1994. The home 
market is to blame but Japan, as 
distinct from its car corpora¬ 
tions, has ever Jess to gain from 
improving markets abroad. Any 
gains are bang taken up — ana 
more — by overseas production. 
Toyota announced yesterday 
that it plans to boost overseas 
production by nearly three fifths 
over the next three years, passing 
a million units in 1994. 

The country is not sitting 
about moping. An economic 
panel set up by Mr Hosokawa in 

September was supposed to pre- 
pare proposals for the next 
round of structural change by 
New Year. In most countries, 
that would convince no-one. In 
Japan, these think-ins have ac¬ 
tually produced results in the 
past. Gan they do it again? 
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Two promoted as Kleinwort 
abandons hunt for new chief 


Bv Patricia TIehan 

BANKING CORRESPONDENT 

TWO insiders have been pro¬ 
moted to high-profile jobs 
following the management re-: 
shuffle ax Kleinwort Benson, 
tiie City merchant bank, that 
led to the departure of its chief 
executive in August 
Jonathan Agnew, the for¬ 
mer chief executive; an¬ 
nounced his intention to 
resign in May. His statemait 
came a few days after Lord 
Rockiey took over from David 
Peake as chairman and his 
departure appeared to have 
been manipulated by other 
directors. 

Mr Agnew, who had joined 
in 1987 as bead of securities, 
left in August At the rime the 
bank was no nearer to finding 
a replacement. Initially it had 
said it planned to seek a new 


■ KJeinworfs UK and international 
corporate finance business has picked up in 
recent weeks and the company was keen 
not to break up a winning team 


that over the past six months 
Klein wort's operation as an 
integrated bouse had im- 


cfaief executive from outside 
tbe company, and possibly 
from outside the City. But 
although it searched, external 
candidates are believed to 
have been either too expensive 
or quite happy where they 
were. 

Aspokeman said the post of 
Mr Agnew would not be fiDed- 
Instead Sir Nicholas Red- 
mayne, a Kleinwort director 
and head of securities, and 
David Clementi, a director 
and head of corporate finance, 
will take over tiie new posts of 
joint chief executives of invest¬ 
ment banking an January 1. 


This covers financing and 
corporate advisory services, 
equity securities and treasury, 
and fixed-interest securities. 
Their brief does not indude 
investment management, 
which continues to be headed 
by Colin Maftby. 

Lord Rockiey is believed to 
be keeping investment man¬ 
agement as a separate entity 
with a view to floating it 
Yesterday he said he had 
nothing against a float or 
partial float of tiie investment 
management business, which 
had always been a separate 
pocket of business. He said 


better times than some or our 
com pe tit o rs. There was no 
way I was going to break upa 
winning team." 

Kleiziworrs UK and inter¬ 
national corporate finance 
business has picked up recent¬ 
ly. It sponsored the flotation of 
Gartmore. tbe investment 
management group, in Nov¬ 
ember and tbe flotation of 
Scotia, the pharmaceutical 
company, in October. It also 
won business from tbe Italian 
government, advising cm the 
privatisation of Enel, the elec¬ 
tricity company, and helped 
with the privatisation of the 
stateowned telecommunica¬ 
tions company in India. 

Under the new manage¬ 
ment structure. Lord Rockiey 


wiO remain as group executive 
chairman with Simon Robert¬ 
son as deputy chairman. Mr 
Robertson and Mr Dementi 
are thought to have played a 
role in Mr Agnew's departure. 

Lord Rockiey said: "Since I 
became chairman much 
progress has been made in 
developing the integrated ap¬ 
proach, which has been a 
major contributoiy factor to 
our success in winning new 
business. The structure now 
announced formalises that 
development” 

Kleinwort announced yes¬ 
terday it is to launch 
Kleinwort European Privati¬ 
sation Investment Trust 
(KEPIT) for private and insti¬ 
tutional investors who want to 
participate in privatisations 
throughout Europe. The on¬ 
shore trust will be launched on 
January 11. 


Port stake 
sale makes 
P&O £44m 

By Colin Campbell 

P&O will realise net profit of 
£44 million in the financial 
year to December 31 by selling 
a further 9-47 per cent share¬ 
holding in Modern Terminals, 
a six-berth facility at Hang 
Kong’s Kwai Chung container 
tenninaL 

The sale, to local interests 
for HK$1J5 billion (£117.4 
million), cuts P&0*s stake to 5 
per cent. likely to be kept for 
commercial reasons. P&O ac¬ 
quired 23 per cent in 1966. 
P&O, which is reducing stokes 
in operations that it does not 
manage, will use the profit to 
invest in China, where pros¬ 
pects are seen as encouraging. 

P&O last month acquired 25 
per cent of the Shekou contain¬ 
er terminal and 51 per cent of 
the Zhangjiagang terminal, 
near Shanghai It has manage¬ 
ment responsibility in both. 


Tempos, page 25 





Brian Smith, the non-executive chairman of BAA. tries oca new 
tie at Liberty, the retailer, which opened a store ax Heathrow* 
Terminal Three, owned by the former British Airports 
Authority, liberty is keen to build on its reputation for importing 
exotic and unusual items from around the world, inclining 
presents for children, menswear and womqiswear. As sum.« 
chose to open at Heathrow's main intercontinental terminal. 


Disposals 
cut debts 
at Ascot 

By Martin Flanagan 


ASCOT Holdings, a property 
and leisure grasp that is 
striving to cut its burden of 
debt, made two s i gn i fican t 
disposals. It sold Bdhaven 
Brewery, East Lothian, for 
£33-5 million and Heywood 
Business Park, Manchester, 
for £24.4mifficn. 

The brewery was sold to 
Bdhaven Holdings, a com¬ 
pany formed by CVC Capital 
Partners and Bdhaven man¬ 
agers, led by Stuart Ross, the 
managing director. It was 
Scotland's biggest manage¬ 
ment buyout this year. Hey¬ 
wood Business Para went to 
Burford Holdings, the proper¬ 
ty group. 

The value of the Bdhaven 
sale to Ascot, formerly Control 
Securities, is £31 million when 
trade loan guarantees and 
other debts token over by 
Bdhaven Holdings are includ¬ 
ed Ascot retains a 15 per cent 
stake in Bdhaven Holdings. It 
las warrants to subsc ri be for 
further 10 per cent. 
Bdhaven. Scotland's oldest 
independent brewery, owns 61 
pubs and earned profits of £1.7 
million in its last trading year. 

Ascot's shares were refisted 
in the summer after 18 months 
of suspension. Thai bad fol¬ 
lowed foe arrest of Naanu 
Virarri, the-former chairman 
and chief executive, on 
charges related to the BCCI 
collapse. 

Ascot said yesterdays deals 
had reduced its borrowings 
from £217 million to £145 
milli on. 


Gas stake 
bid in 
Belgium 

ByRossTkeman 

INDUSTRIAL CORRESPONDENT 

BRITISH Gas has bid for a 50 
per cent stoke in Distrigaz, the 
Belgian natural gas group, 
according to a Reuter report 
from Belgium. 

The Distrigaz stoke is the 
main asset of the Belgian state 
national investment holding 
company (NIM/SNI) which is 
being privatised. 

Two other groups are re¬ 
ported to have bid more than 
18 bflQian Belgian francs (E335 
mfllko) for NIM/SNI. One is 
the Belgian holding company 
Ackermans & Van Haarem 
the other, a group of investors 
around the Belgian financier 
Johan Vets. 

No spokesman from Brit¬ 
ish Gas could be reached for 
comment However, such an 
investment could fit with the 
company’s ambitions to 
grow overseas to compen¬ 
sate for accelerating compe¬ 
tition in Britain’s gas 
market 

British Gas shares contin¬ 
ued to fall yesterday, slip¬ 
ping a further 14p to 333p 
after Tuesdays announce¬ 
ment from Michael 
Heseltine, President of the 
Board of Trade, that the 
household gas market is to 
be opened wide to competi¬ 
tion from April 1998. 

Although British Gas has 
agreed to sell its Canadian 
distribution business. Con¬ 
sumers Gas, the company is 
developing distribution in¬ 
terests in East Germany. 
India, and el s ewh e r e . 


Malaysia set to topple UK in pay league 


* 



ByRqssTieman 

INDUSTRIAL CORRESPONDENT 

SCROOGE-LIKE British executives 
have been handed the perfect Christinas 
present by PA Consulting Group. _ 

In its annual survey of international 
management earnings, PA ranks Bni- 
aitfs bosses at number 19 m a toWe of 20 
countries in the developed world, and 

suggests that they are rapidly being 
overhauled by theft peers in Malaysia, 
who came last . , 

The notion that managers m Britain 

are worse paid than theft counterparts m 

America, Japan. Germany and oiner 


continental European countries will 
come as little surprise to anyone who 
frequently travels overseas on business. 
But tbe discovery of Singaporean man¬ 
agers in fifth {dace should serve as a 
timely reminder of Britain’s slide down 
the league table of world prosperity. 

The figures arc, of course, very crude 
and take no account of tax rates, benefits 
in kind, or indeed firing costs. 

The quality of fife in Britain, if not the 
standard of firing, may still compare 
favourably with that achieved by many 
managers overseas. Besides, sterling^ 
slide over the past 18 months will surely 
have undermined the nation’s standing 


i 


in tiie table. At the same time, the 
prolonged recession has weakened the 
pr es sur e for ray rises in Britain, while 
scarcity of skills in fast-growing econo¬ 
mies such as those of Singapore and 
Malaysia have kept managerial pay 
mere growing apace. 

The relative standing of Britain’s 
managers may start to improve again in 
1994, PA’S figures suggest. Tbe continen¬ 
tal European recession is expected to 
slow the rate of pay rises in Germany 
from 5 per cent to per cent, while British 

bosses maintain annual rises of 5 per cent 

— rises that are comfortably better than 
those achieved by the workforce at large. 


CONTRACT NOTICE FOR 
ACCOUNTS PAYABLE AND 

purchasing Services 

(PRE-QUALIFICATION) 

As part of its market testing programme the Housing Corporation 
hereby invites companies to apply to provide accounts payable and 
purchasing services on behalf of the organisation. 

The successful company will be expected to take control of accounts 
payable systems; provide a help desk facility; provide information for the 
half year and annual accounts preparation; raise invoices; provide 
accountable cash management systems; manage the Corporation's fixed 
assets; provide competitive purchase systems on behalf of the 
Corporation and manage the external distribution of the Housing 
Corporation’s priced and free publications. 

To qualify, companies are asked to provide copies of the last three 
years published accounts; details of the size and scope of contracts held 
by the company in the last three years in relation to accounting , 
auditing, book-keeping and procurement; quality management systems 
the company would employ in such a contract and any accreditations 
held and details of senior staff to be employed in the management of the 
contract Additional information maybe requested before tenders are 
invited or with tender submissions. 

The contract will be awarded to the economically most 
advantageous submission, taking into account (in order of importance):- 

— skills, experience and resources; 

— quality systems; 

— cost; 

— and any other criteria listed in the tender document. 

The tender process is governed by the procedures and timescales 
dictated by the Official Journal of the European Community, Restricted 
Procedure notice. 

Companies will be expected to bid for all of the requirement The 
contract wiU last three years. 

The closing date for applications is 18 January 1994 and the final 
date for issuing of invitations to tender will be 1 February 1994, a maxi¬ 
mum of eight companies will be invited to tender. 

Applications should be sent to: 

Mr J A McLamon 

The Housing Corporation mm unTTCTXTn 

149 Tottenham Court Road THE HOUSING 

London WlP 0BN. corporation 

WORKING TOWARDS EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES 
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Sell advice delivers unseasonal blow to brewers’ shares 


THERE was little evidence of 
seasonal cheer among big 
drinks companies yesterday 
as their share prices beat a 
hasty retreat after a sell 
recommendation. 

James Capel. the stockbro¬ 
ker, put the skids under 
brewers by telling clients to 
start taking profits. News of 
the recommendation spread 
quickly spread in the City, 
with hard-pressed market- 
makers only mo anxious to 
give the shares a hand on the 
way down. 

It has not been the best of 
years for brewers. The reces¬ 
sion has taken its toll on 
drinkers’ pockets and. while 
prices have been rising, beer 
production has been falling- 
Yesterday, the brewers were 



again complaining about 
damage from cheap imports 
brought back by day-trippers 
from French hypermarkets. 

Bass lost 9p to 558p. 
Boddington 7p to 282p. 
Greenalls 5p to 450p, 
Whitbread Sp to 579p. AUied- 
Lyons Ip to 654p and Greene 
King 2p to 552p. 

The rest of die equity mar¬ 
ket regained its poise, recover¬ 
ing an early markdown 
before clawing back some of 
Tuesday's losses. Assisted by 
another flurry of activity on 
the futures market and 
cheered by an opening rise on 


Wall Street, the FT-SE 100 
index dosed near its best of 
the day with a rise of 13.3, to 
3355.7. Turnover was a 
healthy 779 million shares, 
with demand selective. 

British Gas remained a 
weak market. Ming B'ap to 
333^2 p after this week's gov¬ 
ernment decision to end its 
monopoly on domestic gas 
supplies. 

Zeneca enjoyed a rise of 
Hp. to 806p. with a useful 
push from Credit Lyonnais 
Laing, the stockbroker, which 
rates the shares a buy. 

Food retailers were hard- 
pressed again, with Hoare 
Govett said to be worried 
about margins. Argyll fell 
4b p to 275*2 p, Iceland 3p to 
171p. Kwik Save 6p to 575p. 


J B1LLAH: SHARES HU BY PROFITS WARNING 
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Sainsbnry 2bp to 432b p 
and Tesco 2b p to 208b p. 

Bnllough Securities rose 
13p. to 150p, after announcing 
that it had made the former 
Aijo Wiggins director Gordon 
Bond chief executive. His 
resignation from Arjo this 
month depressed its shares. 


Yesterday, they finished 4p 
up, at 242p. Earlier this year, 
Bullough said that it expected 
operating profit to exceed last 
years before restructuring 
costs. That has now been 
achieved by a “useful mar¬ 
gin.” the company said. 

CE Heath, the insurance 


broker, stood out with a rise of 
13p, to 377p, on speculative 
buying. Market talk suggests 
that there may be a bid 
coming from across the 
Atlantic. 

Speculative buyers also lift¬ 
ed Spring Ram. up by 3b p. to 
53bp. The shares are being 
tipped in some quarters as a 
recovery play for 1994. 
Power-screen also attracted 
speculators, rising 4p. to 312p. 

Rodine continued to go 
from strength to strength with 
a rise of 3bp. to 28p, as hopes 
grew of a successful conclu¬ 
sion to litigation in the US. 

J Bill am tumbled 50p. to 
219p. after issuing a profits 
warning. The group said that 
difficult trading and restruc¬ 
turing costs at its aircraft and 


sheet metal division would 
cost up to £100.000. The rest 
of the business was trading in 

line with expectations. 

p&O hardened by 7p, to 
64bp. on news of a E44 million 
profit on selling a 9.47 per 
cent stake in Modem Termi¬ 
nals. in Hong Kong, for tl 17.4 
million. 

Lasmo, the oil exploration 
group, lost an early lead to 
finish Ip lighter, at U4p. after 
selling part of its offshore oil 
interests to PuwerGen for 
£123 million. The interests 
were valued at £94 million 
and the surplus will be used 
to strengthen the balance 
sheet. Lasmo said that the 
sale does not affect its forecast 
40 per cent increase in pro¬ 
duction between 1992 and 


1996. PowerGen rose 5p to 
540p. 

ERF (Holding^), tile truck 
maker, fell 19p. to 295p. after 
reporting reduced interim 
losses. The pre-tax deficit fell 
from E2.7 million to E479.000. 
□ GILT-EDGED - Gilts 
opened firmer for choice but 
soon began testing support 
levels as prices ran out of 
steam. The March series of 
the long gilt touched 
£M9 |,, /32 before finishing a 
tick easier, at £1I9 7 /j 3. as a 
low 16,000 contracts were 
traded. Treasury 9 per cent 
2012 slipped two neks, to 
£ 126 s / J 2 . Treasury 9b per 
cent 1999 was three ticks 
lower, at £115 s /s. 

Michael Clark 


MARKETS AT 
A GLANCE 


THE POUND 

uss. 1.4935 1+0.0038) 

German marl*. 2 5412 (-0.0013) 

Exchange mdex.814 (same) 

Bank of England official dose (4pm) 

STOCK MARKET 

FT-SE 100 . 3355.7 ( + 133) 

Dow Jones.3747.94 (+2.79)* 

Nikkei Avg .17445 74 (+130.31) 

INTEREST RATES 

London Bank Base.5'.’% 

3-montti InlertMnk. 5V5 ,J r% 

US Federal Funds.3V 

3-montft Treas Bflls . 3 07-3.05%* 
Long Bond. 6 30%* 

CURRENCIES 


New York: 

London: 


C'S .1.4950* 

£■$ ■■ ■■ 

. 1.4945 

S DM .1.7015* 

LDM. 

... 2.5424 

S-SWfr. 1.4374* 

EiSWfr 

..2 1484 

SFfr ..5.7950’ 

£:FIt .. . 

...8.6605 

S Yen .110 55* 

tren . 

.165 24 

£:SDR . 1.0764 

E.ECU .... 

... 1.3228 


London Fore* markel dose 

GOLD 

London Foing IS) 

AM 386.40. PM 385.65 

Close. 38800-386.40 

New York - 

Comex.386 35-386.85* 

OIL 

Brent Crude.S13 75 per bbi (Feb) 

RETAIL PRICES 

RPI 141.6 Nov (1.4%) Jan 1987= 100 
* Denotes midday trading price 



RISES: 

KJeinwort Benson .... 591p |+30p) 

SGWaifcurg.942p[+12p) 

RMC Group.958p (+11p) 

Swire Pacific ‘A - .534p (+18p) 

Weir.302p (+1tp) 

CE Heath.377p(+l3p) 

Carlton Comms.917p (+20p) 

Reed Int .890p (+22p) 

Zeneca.806p(+11p) 

Church .360p(+22p) 

Essex Fum.I98p (+I5p) 

Sage Group .515p (+10p) 

Dalgely.488p (+I0pj 

BOC .663p (+10p) 

Elec Data Process .. 58Bp (+35p) 

Eurotherm .701p(-t-11p) 

FALLS: 

Courtaulds . 455p (-10'ip) 

ERF . 295p H9p) 

Mitel. 344p (-25p) 
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Stock Exchange date for 
opencast coal company 


By Colin Campbell 

MINING CORRESPONDENT 

RACKWOOD Minerals 
Holdings, a Derby-based 
opencast coal company, ex¬ 
pects to be listed on the Stock 
Exchange from January 6 
following yesterday's placing 
among institutions of 9.19 
million shares at 40p each. 

The placing included the 
sale of 1.18 million shares for a 
director, raising £2.7 million 
for the company. It capitalises 
Rackwood at £6.4 million at 
the placing price. The net asset 
value at June 30 was 27.6p a 
share. 

The group's business is the 
identification, development 
and operation of private 
opencast mining sites and the 
marketing and sale of the coal 
produced in them. 

The executive chairman is 
Denis Bell and the placing 
document discloses that in 
1975 he was fined E10.000 in 
connection with a breach of 
the 1947 Exchange Control 
Act 

A spokesman for the com¬ 
pany said the fine related to 
Krugerrands and to events in 
France, and confirmed that 
the case was well-publicised at 
the time. Rackwood made a 
pre-tax loss of £228.1)8 for the 
six months to June 30. the 
equivalent of a net loss of 91.2p 
a share. But it forecasts it will 



Rackwood chiefs Denis Bell, left, and Max Crossland are optimistic on profits 


earn a pre-tax profit of not less 
than E)0.000 for the year 
ending December 31- 
It intends to be a progres¬ 
sive dividend payer, and cash 
flow projections suggest the 
company will pay net divi¬ 
dends totalling 225p a share 
in its 1994 and 1995 financial 
years. After the placing. 


Arch dale Investments, a com¬ 
pany incorporated in the Brit¬ 
ish Virgin Islands, and with 
which Mr Bell and family 
trusts are associated, will own 
37.6 per oent of Rackwood. 

Max Crosland, managing 
director, will own 52 per cent, 
and funds managed by Robert 
Fleming 6.2 per cent 


Rackwood currently employs 
26 people. 

It says the expected changes 
in tiie UK coal industry 
brought about by privatisa¬ 
tion will benefit UK private 
opencast coal producers, and 
it expects they w31 provide 
significant opportunities for 
the group. 


Platinum firm to float in London 


By Our Mining Correspondent 

A NEW platinum mining company, born 
out of Zimbabwe, is likely to be listed on 
the London Stock Exchange. Delta Gold, 
the Australian mining company, holds 33 
per cent in the Hartley platinum project in 
Zimbabwe, said to be the largest source of 
platinum group metals outside South 
Africa, and intends to float the stake now 
that the project has been given the go- 
ahead. BHP Minerals, a member of the 


BHP group, owns 67 per cent of Hartley 
in a joint venture agreement with Delta. 
BHP Minerals told the Australian Stock 
Exchange yesterday it had derided to go 
ahead with development of Hartley, and 
the group was likely to spend A$310 
million (£146 million) over three years. 

Development of the project would 
indude an underground operation, and 
create 2,000jobs. 

The development derision is condition¬ 
al on execution of an investment agree¬ 


ment with the Zimbabwe government 
which is expected to be finalised shortly. 

According to Hartley’s feasibility study 
timetable, production from a 22 million 
tonnes-a-year project is scheduled to 
begin late in 1996 or early 1997 at an 
annual rate of 150,000 ounces of plati¬ 
num, 110,000 ounces of palladium. 11.500 
ounces of rhodium. 23.000 ounces of gold, 
7 million lb of nickel and 5 million lb of 
copper. 

Delta Gold shares rose 4p to 172p. 


New York — Shares were 
sluggish at midday, with fund 
managers shy of risk before 
the holidays. The Dow Jones 
industrial average was up 
2.79, at 3,747.94. {ReuterI 
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Aberforth Split Lvl C (100) 100 ... 

Abtnut Lloyds Insce (100) 92 -! 

AZlan (230) 263 ... 

CLM Insce (1001 105 ... 

Cell tech (250) 225 ... 

Chelsfleld (155) 178 -2 

DFS Furniture (250) 314 ... 

Fairbairn EuroSmlr(100) 98 ... 

Fenchuich (180) 173 ... 

Finsbuiy Undrwrtng inv 108 ... 

FDr a Col Smaller (1009 104 

Gartmore (168) 197 

Govett High Inc (100) 109 

Harmony Leisure wms 36 
inspirations uom no 
Kielnwort 2nd End (5C0 53 

Utho Supplies (19CQ 221 

London Industrial (320) 352 
Masthead insce (100) 107 ... 

Mercuiy world Mng(lOQ) 104 ... 

Morgan GrenEqtyC (100) 106 ... 
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Nelson Hurst (140) 145 ... 

New London Capital (100) 97 ... 

On Demand info (78) 103 ... 

Pilot 10V C (ICO) 102 +| 

Premium Trust 97 ... 

Premium Underwriting 121 ... 

Royal DouJion 227 ... 

Securitised End Corn (60) 62 ... 

TOspecUM} 189 -4 

RIGHTS ISSUES 
Banner Homes nfp (89) 28 

Bourne End n/p (65) 8 

Bowthorpe n/p (320) 48 

Dwyer A n/p (50) 3 

Greycoat n/p (L2 *j) S's 
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HUclane n/p (36) T-. 

NFC n/p (195) 30 

Serif n/p (II) 7 
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West Trust n/p (32) 6 

wyevaJe Garden n/p (153 19 
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MAJOR INDICES 


New York (midday): 

DOW Jones __ 3747.9-11.179) 

SAP Composite_46536 1*01061 

Tokyo: 
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Hong Kong: 
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TRADITIONAL OPTIONS 


First Dealings 
December 20 


Last Dealings Last Declaration For SontancM 

Jammy 7 March 24 April 5 

CaO options not taken out on 22/12/93- AJva. Aran Encrpv, Aiesca Beris-fnrd Inti. 
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Nai Home Lisin Prrf. tolane. Spring Bam. Milters. Puls: HT p’p. Bcncrware. 
Carlisle. Greycoat. LIT Prrf. MGN. Pins Al Calls: Rltusoh Gold. Tudor Res 
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COMMODITIES__ 


GNI REPORT: Heading into the new j'tsir. die bullish 
senmnent in die base metals is likely to continue. Output 
closures in aluminium and zinc are possible in mid-January, 
while the rest of the complex Ls fcvinp drugged up by euphuria 
(Atr the sirengtli of the US economy. However, ona- die 
markets start to appreriaie the size of the overcapacity in die 
industry it is likely that the down trends will resume. 
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*■4? . 7*7 5-kap votomr 3« 


R«9ftF.- I5h 

6% It - 
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1 5. — 
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GNI LOSlDON 
GRAIN FVTLIRES 

WHEAT 
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Jan . __ was 

MW _ W«l 
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Juti -- . 1021? 

5cp . M7S 

votaine >50 

BARLEY 
Wow EM) 
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Mir.10J» 
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H 5-PRO 5014 

Wwet/Q 

Auk .-.unq 

u« -.. 
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I ClS-LOR (Loodoii 6 .00pm); Bullish inventory 
figures recorded in Tuesday night’s srats resulted 
in stronger lewis. 
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Ciivsl CEC. 

Non EEC 1H Jan .. 
NwitLCIHWh . 

35 Kiwi Oil _ 

Naphtha . . _. .. 


Bid: 145 i'll 
I4J 1*11 
147 HI 
117 fn/O 

S4in/d 
IM I'll 


Oder M7 (*l) 
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LONDON METAL EXCHANGE Rudolf Wolff 
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Exdiaoge index compared with 1985 was same at 81.4 
(day's range 81.4-81.6). 
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2S9.I1-260S4 
_ 208.HWW.55 
248150-2488.10 
L9938-Z0I4I 

I.-aS2-I.«60 
I I.OOfiO-l 1.0730 

8A42046750 
L2J9S0-12.4770 
10^10-100 22 
I7SW7.95 
2.I468-Z1609 



New York.. 

Oslo_ 

Paris—___ 

Stockholm.- 

Tokyo-__ 

Vienna. 


Zurich_ 

Source: End 


dose ] month 3 month 
WW-2M86 par-’4ds par-'vds 

n 5Z7S-E-8S 7-L2ds 2(W7ds 

9.%«yg.qa40 I^2*«ds 4-5'ads 
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A good year for shares but 
not for Lament and ERM 


Anatole Kaletsky looks 
back over his economic 
and financial predictions 
for the past year and 
finds they include only 
one out-and-out dud 

I n each of the past three years. I 
have devoted January's first “Eco¬ 
nomic View" to a series of 
financial and economic predic¬ 
tions. On January 5.1 will hazard some 
guesses about new year, but today it is 
time to review the predictions pub¬ 
lished last January 4. 

1 have always tried to avoid forecasts 
that were too obvious — for example 
that unemployment would start to fail 
in 1993. But in 1993 this presented a 
problem. The mood in Britain had 
been transformed by the start of the 
year as people finally realised that 
expulsion from the ERM had been a 
godsend, and the consensus among 
economists, for a modest economic 
recovery, seemed, for once, to be about 
right To say anything that was not 
already obvious, therefore, 1 decided to 
concentrate on financial markets, rath¬ 
er than mainstream economics. Finan¬ 
cial prices, by definition, incorporate 
investors’ average expectations about 
the future, which means that to guess 
the direction of the next 12 months' 
movements is never a trivial task. 

There was, however, one economic 
policy prediction worth making last 
January. It was obvious that interest 
rales would fall further from the 7 per 
cent level I had been lucky enough to 
predict a year earlier; but forecasting 
ever4ower interest rates had become a 
monotonous business. Fortunately, 
Norman Lament came to the rescue, (n 
his New Year interview with The 
Times , the foen-Chancellor insisted he 
would not cut interest rates again 
unless the economy 
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weakened. This gave me the chance to 
predict that Mr Lament would prove 
wrong in forecasting even his own 
actions. Interest rates would be cut 

r * i — and if the Chancellor (fid not 
it, the order for 6 per cent base 
rates would come directly from the 
Prime Minister and the Chief Whip. 
Eventually rates would probably fell 
even further, I added. The first predic¬ 
tion was realised on January 26, when 
John Major over-ruled the Treasury 
and cut base rates to 6 per cent in his 
celebrated phone call from Delhi The 
second part of the prediction was 
realised on November 24, when base 
rates were cut to 55 per cent 
Unfortunately. 1 went wrong in 
adding a rider — that interest rates 
might rise again towards the end of die 
year, at least for a while. I have an 
excuse, though'not a justification. The 
reason I expected interest rates to rise 
was psychological, not economic, i 
thought the Treasury would succumb 
to its sado-masochistic impulses and- 
“setae fob chance to return to an 
economic squeeze, at least temporarily, 
as soon as it saw clear evidence of 
recovery". This fear was vindicated by 
Kenneth Clarke’s Budget, but what I 
did not anticipate was the method — 
fiscal, rather than monetary, deflation 
too choke off growth. 

The key mistake lay not in misinter¬ 
preting Treasury psychology, but in 
failing to foresee the scale of Britain's 
fiscal mismanagement. Although 1 had 
warned, in November 1992, that the 
public sector borrowing requirement 
was reaching unprecedented propor¬ 
tions, I foolishly still believed in the 
Treasury’s fiscal forecasts, which 
showed a FSBR of around £35 billion 
for 1993/94. Had I realised the scale of 
the tax increases the Government 
would soon demand to pay for its 


blunders. I certainly would not have 
predicted any tumround in interest 
rales. Thai, at least. Is my excuse. 

Now for the financial forecasts. 
Although there was some concern last 
year that British shares might be 
overheating, having gamed 25 per cent 
in the three months after White 
Wednesday, I Mr confident the stock 
market would move higher. Looking at 
the history of past devaiautkms and the 
ratio between share prices and wages. I 
suggested the FI'S E-100 index would 
rise by about 15 per cent. Unfortunate¬ 
ly, I made an arithmetical error in 
calculating what this would mean for 
the FTSE, suggesting a year-end level 
of “around 3.1C0", which was only 9 per 
cent higher than on December 31,1992. 
In fact, the arguments I was using 
implied a FTSE of3,200 to 3^50. With 
die FTSE now. at 3340, this prediction 
has worked out fairly well. 

My other successful hunches were 
an currencies. I said the yen would 
appreciate against all currencies, in¬ 
cluding even the dollar, which in turn 
would strengthen against the mark 
and the pound. Bullishness on the yen 
this year delivered spectacular results. 
It rose from Y124J33 to the dollar on 
January 1 to Y101.08 on 16 August 
Better still 1 was lucky enough to call 
the exact peak of this market move, 
writing an August 19 that bullishness 
on the yen had “been fulfilled in 
spades" and warning that there was 
now a “serious possibility of a sharp 
reversal in the yen’s 25 per cent 
appreciation against the dollar” 

On other currencies, January's ex¬ 
pectations were also broadly fulfilled 
The mark did “join sterling among the 
weakest currencies in the world”, as 
predicted. To be precise, it Ml by 5 per 
cent against the dollar, 18 per cent 
against the yen, 7 per cent against the 
Swiss franc and 4 per cent even against 
But much more fun than 
right about the yen and. 
mark was forecasting the ERM* 
breakup. On January 4, as the Bank of 


France and the Bundesbank tri¬ 
umphed against the speculators for the 
second time in three .months. I said 
French membership of the ERM was 
becoming a bad joke. The franc will be 
forced out of the ERM, not because it is 
overvalued, but because France needs 
much lower interest rates than Ger¬ 
many." J argued, adding that “soon 
after the link with Germany is broken, 
the franc could start to rise against the 
mark". This strident scepticism about 
the franc-mark link was definitely a 
minority view at the time ~ so much so 
that it tempted George Soros, the 
celebrated speculator, into a widely 
reported exchange of open letters on 
these pages, which in retrospect 
marked the begmnmg of the end of the 
ERM. Since the ERM bands were 
formally abandoned, the franc has 
performed much as predicted—bounc¬ 
ing bade against foe mark, so “that it 
ends the year almost exactly where it 
started. 

N ow for some less successful 
predictions. The same argu- 
mene that made me rightly 
bullish about British equi¬ 
ties. persuaded me that house prices 
would rise by 7 to 10 per cent this year, 
in fact, prices did start to recover in 
February, but foe annualised rate of 
increase has been a paltry 25 per cenL 
Part of my error lay in overestimating 
wage inflation — at about 5 per oent, 
instead of the actual 2-8 per cent But 1 
was alsowrong in expecting the ratio of 
house prices to earnings to start rising 
immediately towards more normal 
levels from what I persist in befieving 
is the “incredible bargain" level, on 
offer today. But more of that on 
January 5. 

My view on Japanese stock prices 
was also halfright I said that Japa¬ 
nese shares would rise, along with the 
yen. because there was nothing wrong 
with Japan that could not be cured by 
lower taxes and higher government 
spouting. The reasoning behind this 


prediction turned out to be faulty, but 
not, in my view, because the Japanese 
economy is fundamentally sick. The 
problem is simply that corruption 
scandals have made the government 
incredibly dilatory about cutting taxes 
and raising spending. As for the 
prediction erf higher stock prices itself, 
it turned out to be right Despite the 
widespread belief that Japan is in the 
midst of a financial meltdown, shares 
in Tokyo have actually risen this year 
—and although the advance was only 3 
per cent on foe Nikkei index (seriously 
distorted by technical changes) h was a 
decent II per cent on the more 
representative Topix index 
Compared with the markers 25 per 
cent plunge foe previous year and the 
warnings of financial meltdown from 
many commentators, this was a per¬ 
fectly respectable performance. More 
to the point, the widely followed Tokyo 
market indices ignore the sensational 
rise of tiie yen. In fact, a British 
investor in the FT-A Japan index would 
have enjoyed a 32 per cent gain 
between January 1 and December 17 — 
much better than the gain in Britain (19 
per cent), America (8 per cent) or 
France (19 per cent) and almost as good 
as Germany’s 33 per cent 
This leads me to my one completely 
dud prediction. Although I foresaw 
that Germany would suffer a deep 
recession and a year of “profound 
economic disruption", 1 drew foe naive 
financial conclusion that foe German 
stockmarket would decline. In fact, the 
exact opposite happened. Germany 
was tiie best performing major 
stockmarket, apart from Hong Kong. 
Why did l forget the old adage that 
stockbrokers prosper when everyone 
else suffers? 7 cannot remember, but 
for regular readers 1 have two excuses. 
First, that Frankfurt shares were only 
mentioned in last January's chart and 
not in the main text. Second, that J 
firmly expect the German stock market 
to decline as foe economy recovers in 
1994. But more of that on January 6. 
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Paris, the city of 
dreaming fliers 

WE HAVE a winner in our 
Dream Ticket competition, in 
which readers were invited to 
guess the ten most popular 
destinations chosen by British 
Airways travellers. BA Execu¬ 
tive Cub members, offered 
half foe air miles they needed 
to go to one of 350 “dream 
destinations” around the 
world, opted ovewhelmingly 
for the romantic cities of 
Europe- Top spot went to 
Paris, followed by Venice. 
Prague and Rome; the original 
top four. The surprise choices 
were Nice and Faro, fifth and 
sixth, which knocked Amster¬ 
dam and Jersey down mto 
seventh and eighth place. 
Geneva came ninth, and Vien¬ 
na was tenth- New York, an 
early favourite, slipped out of 
the top ten. but remained tne 
favourite long-haul choice. 
The Seychelles was foe second 
most popular intercontinental 
destination, followed by Ber¬ 
muda. Sydney, an early fa¬ 
vourite, fell out of the runrung- 
The ranking is based on foe 
choice of about 115.000 BA 
Executive Club traveller. 
Sadly, no City Diary reader 
managed to get the final ten in 
the right order- The tnost 


successful entry opened was 
from a reader who listed foe 
top five correctly. The result is 
a festive windfall for Brian 
Dudley of Chelmsford, Essex, 
who wins two Club Europe 
tickets, courtesy of BA. Thanks 
to the hundreds of readers 
who took part. 

CONFUSION reigned yester¬ 
day after an announcement 
by Irish Life, when callers were 
invited to ring a certain Nora 
Lacey at its head office. Unfor¬ 
tunately, the wrong number 
was printed, and calls were 
taken by a rather bewildered 
Stephen Kempnerin his home 
in Islington, north London. 


Bah! Humbug 

SEASONAL goodwill has 
been in short supply at KPMG 
Peat Marwick's office at Salis¬ 
bury Square. London, where 
incoming senior partner Colin 
Shannon will be based from 
the hew year. Through what 
can only be an unseemly over¬ 
sight on foe part of smfor 
staff, the imposing entrance 
hall was left bare of a Christ¬ 
mas tree this year. Indeed, 
there was little to add some 
festive cheer to the rolling 
marble floors. Depressed by 
this sad state of affairs. 
KFMCS receptionists dubbed 
together to buy a Christmas 
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tree to go near their desk—an 
item that \ have not seen, but 
which has been described to 
me as the height of a wine bot¬ 
tle stacked on fop of a bottle of 
beer. Some baubles that found 
their way to Salisbury Square 
were duly shipped off to Pud¬ 
dle Dock. Bool 

Meanwhile, Sarah Bemrose. 
pin-up o/KPMG'spublic rela¬ 
tions department, is dreaming 
cf a white Christmas. A design 
company has sent her a 
Make Your Own Snowman " 
kit—comprising a carrot and 
two pieces of coal- 

Moves at BZW 

TOP level changes at BZW, 
where Bill Smith, popular 
head of research, becomes 
thief executive erf UK Equities. 
Smith, who has been instru¬ 
mental in signing a wave of 
new talent to BZW this year, 
will continue as head of re¬ 
search and also be responsible 
for UK market making, sales 
trading, sales and institutional 
client liaison. Dick Tapper, 
head of derivatives trading, 
additionally becomes head of 
global equity risk. Bothwifl re¬ 
port to Jonathan Davie, over¬ 
all head of the equities 
division. In other job moves, 
Donald Wasdafi is leaving Al¬ 


lied Provincial Securities to set 
■ up a new branch for Quitter 
Goodison in Birmingham, 
and Vincent O’Brien has been 
made a director of Montagu 
Private Equity. He was for¬ 
merly with Coopers & Ly- 
brand corporate finance. 

To play the voice 

Yesterday morning, listeners 
to LBC Radio were disturbed 
to hear once again foe lethal 
tones of Francis Urquhart, foe 
scheming prime minister in 
To Play The King, pulling 
crackers and reading out foe 
ghastly jokes inside, at Che¬ 
quers presumably. It was. of 
course, the voice of actor lan 
Richardson, who had played 
Urquhart with such relish, 
and was now doing a commer¬ 
cial for foe bumper Christmas 
edition of The Economist. 
Jeremy Miles, board director 
on the magazine’s account at 
advertising agency Abbott 
Mead Vickers/BBDO limit¬ 
ed, admits to capitalising on 
the BBC serial “Francis Ur¬ 
quhart has become part of the 
national psyche. We hoped 
that voice would make people 
sit up and take notice.” It 
seems to have done the 
trick... 

Jon Ashworth 


Leaving Liverpool 


LIVERPOOL Bay was foe one redeeming 
feature of Lasaufs expensive bid for Ultramar 
two years ago and selling even a 5 per cent 
stake in the shallow water ofl and gas fieJd is 
likdy to have occasioned a good deal of pain. 
Wrapped up in a basket of assets, foe price is 
undisclosed, but even if Lasmo obtained a fair 
deal from FowerGen. the market would 
scarcely describe Lasmo. labouring under a 
submerged oil price, as a willing seller. 

With the oil price almost matching last 
year's production costs. Lasmo needs to cut 
costs; more disposals are on the cards but foe 
company has few assets as attractive as 
Liverpool Bay. The market is awaiting a sale 
of Lasmots 35 per cent stake in Markham, an 
offshore field straddling the median line 
between Britain and Holland, with specula¬ 
tion centering on a price of £100 million for 


135010% interest Markham is a more 
complex international asset where Lasmo is 
foe operator and there are a smaller number 
of obvious buyers. 

By selling a stake in a prize possession, 
Lasmo has weakened its position but it has 
little choice but to accept deals when and 
where it can get them. Forecasts of foe 
company's losses for the current year vary 
widely depending on estimates of provisions 
balanced by write-backs, and on most 
forecasts for ofl prices the losses will continue 
next year. With virtually no prospect of a 
dividend and the chance of a rights issue 
when the new finance director joins next year, 
share price prospects look Weak, but if the 
company can survive the next year, and a turn 
in foe oil price, it could become a geared 
recovery play. 


p&o 

IF only P&O could dose a few 
more deals (ike yesterday's 
disposal of a 9.5 per cent 
stake in Modern Terminals 
limited m Hong Kong, foe 
City's lingering doubts about 
its borrowings would vanish 
for good 

The disposal price reflects 
the lasting bull market in the 
Hong Kong industrial prop¬ 
erty market At HK$1J5 bil¬ 
lion (£117 miflibn}, it is 60 per 
cent more per share than the 
group's previous sale of a 9 
per cent stake in April 1992— 
and this for a little-regarded 
minority stake that foe group 
bought for just £1.9 million. 
Strangely, P&O feds obliged 
to retain its remaining 5 per 
cent stake as a foothold in the 
container terminal, despite 
the cash that could be gener¬ 
ated from a sale. 

Some of the proceeds have 
been recycled into two new 


container terminals in China, 
but the rest should cut the 
group's gearing to 65 per cent 
at foe end of the year. This 
may not be comfortable but it 
is certainly more stable than 
the SO per cent that it had in 
January. 

Even so. investors would 
probably appreciate P&O if it 
raised more cash from asset 
sales. The group says ft could 


cut borrowings quickly by 
selling part of its £15 billion 
investment property port¬ 
folio. Now would be an 
appropriate time since the 
property market has 
strengthened substantially in 
the last six months and foe 
best defence foe group can 
offer against Eurotunnel 
when it opens next year is a 
robust bajance sheet 


STEAMING BACK 
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Coats Viyella 

GIVEN the battering the 
textiles sector has received 
since Dawson cut its divi¬ 
dend and Courtaulds Textiles 
issued a profit warning, it is 
understandable to see Coats 
Viyella trying to put some 
distance between it and its 
rivals. Its trading statement 
read very much as a steady- 
as-she-goes report that did 
not warrant the 3 per cent foe 
market chopped crff the share 
price. That only shows how 
jittery the Cfry still is about 
trading updates, no matter 
how innocuous. 

Coats looks to be heading 
for profits of up to £150 
million this year, a decent 
advance on the £109 million it 
produced in 1992. The roost 
obvious tumround is in foe 
Brazilian operations, which 
turned in astonishing losses 
for their size last time that 
have since been successfully 
neutralised. 

Coats has a more interna¬ 
tional spread than any of foe 
other British textile com¬ 
panies, and its thread opera¬ 
tions in particular have 
dynamics more akin to an 
industrial components mar¬ 
ket than consumer products. 


The most positive aspect of 
the group’s trading in 1993 is 
that profits continue to move 
ahead even though the acqui¬ 
sition provisions from Tootal 
are becoming exhausted. On¬ 
going . rationalisation costs 
are being balanced fry profits 
on property disposals. 

The most interesting aspect 
about Coats is the systematic 
reduction in borrowings (hir¬ 
ing the year. Gearing is now 
under 30 per cent following 
the conversion of the prefer¬ 
ence shares and tiie en¬ 
hanced scrip. This gives it 
scope for a large acquisition 
at home or overseas. Coats is 
by nature a predatory com¬ 
pany and with so much of the 
textile industry looking vul¬ 
nerable, it could well pounce 
in the new year. 

Invesco 

INVESCO has taken a great 
deal of flak in the past two 
years, much of it justified, but 
foe sale of foe stake in Oak 
Industries should be a small 
crumb of comfort to its long- 
suffering management and 
shareholders. 

The fund manager never 
wanted to take a position in 
Oak but was obliged to dur¬ 


ing foe ructions at Drayton 
Consolidated, foe poorly-per¬ 
forming investment trust it 
managed. It bought a 4.6 per 
cent stake at $5 a share in the 
electrical components com¬ 
pany from Boston, Massa¬ 
chusetts and probably did 
not expect much of a return, 
as witness the fact that it in¬ 
sisted on paying with an in¬ 
terest-free loan note. 

But equity markets are 
never predictable and Oak's 
shares have performed as¬ 
tonishing well At one point 
they were as high as $30, and 
while Invesco may have 
missed the top of foe market, 
it can hardly feel dissatisfied 
with an exceptional profit of 
$5.7 million. Investors in 
Drayton’s successor, the Sec¬ 
ond Consolidated Trust, 
should receive a similar turn 
when h sells out which will 
sweeten the process of wind¬ 
ing file trust down. 

Wisely. Invesco is not mak¬ 
ing a habit of investing on its 
own account There are too 
many potential conflicts of in¬ 
terest in such activity. The 
sooner Invesco sells its re¬ 
maining unwanted invest¬ 
ment in. City Merchants 
Bank, foe happier everyone 
will be. 


Lloyd’s offer should be accepted 


From Mrs B. M. Cutverhouse 
Sir, I refer to the letter from 
Captain J.N.B.Baiflie-Hamd- 
ton (December 16) and would 
like to endorse my strong 
support for the remarks he 
makes. 

Most names are on several 
loss-making syndicates and if 
the settlement offer is not 
accepted and Gooda Walker 
and Feltrim go through the 
courts it is likely that the 
names of those syndicates 
may receive more, foe lawyers 
certainly will, but there will he 
little left in foe Errors and 


Omissions insurance pot for 
the other loss-making syn¬ 
dicates. 

The other factor to take into 
account is that many names 
are elderly and it may be years 
before all the other action 
groups get to the courts. 

I therefore sincerely hope 
that Lloyd's offer -will be 
accepted. 

Yours faithfully, 

B M CULVERHOUSE. 
Wayside, 

Perm. 

High Wycombe, 
Buckinghamshire. 


Ernie losses only Personal pensions 

to be expected in perspective 


From LJ Bishop 
Sir, Joan Cowpert indigna¬ 
tion (Weekend Money tetters, 
December 18), regarding the 
lack of yield from her £5,000 of 
Premium Bonds holding, 
probably arises from a failure 
to distinguish between the 
colloquial use of foe word 
“expect” and the mathematical 
concept of “expectation". 

The chance of her not bong 
successful in 13 months is 
slightly less than 1 in 1,000.1 


have holdings erf a 
amount, but I suspect foe will 
not be alone in failing to notch 
up a single win. 

On tiie other hand, a few 
happy investors may have 
won in every draw. 

It might be useful in reas¬ 
suring investors regarding foe 
randomness of “Ernie” If foe 
P B office published a statisti¬ 
cal analysis comparing out¬ 
comes with those which would 
be predicted. 

Yours faithfully , 

LJ BISHOP, 

18 Wakeling Close, 
Farfoingate. 

Southwell, 

Notts. 


From Mr M. T. S. Pedrmon 
Sir. On the front page of 
Section 2 of The Times 
{“Watchdog bites back on 
pension schemes". December 
9) you state that “Personal 
pensions do not usually offer 
indexed benefits or pensions 
for dependants". 

All personal pensions, by 
law, give precisely those bene¬ 
fits and it must be very 
disturbing that a paper of ibe 
standing of The Times should 
on the front page of its 
business section get some¬ 
thing so important quite so 
wrong. 

Yours faithfully, 

M.T.S. PEARMAN. 

Smith Pearman & Associates, 
Financial and Taxation 
Advisers. 

Hurst House. 

High Street 
Ripley, 

Surrey. 


Investors face bill 
for societies’ acts 

From MrLen Amowsmith 
Sir, I have been concerned for 
some years that building soci¬ 
eties have been selling endow¬ 
ment mortgages and other 
financial products with the 
prime aim of earning commis¬ 
sion. When societies are final¬ 
ly forced to pay compensation 
for selling unsuitable prod¬ 
ucts, it will not be foe execu¬ 
tives who have been reaping 
foe high rewards who will 
meet the btlL It will be foe 
investors. 

The Building Societies Com¬ 
mission is requiried by the 
1986 Act that it set up to ensure 
that societies act prudently. It 
has not done so and continues 
to stand by while societies 
continue with their imprudent 
and unethical activities. 

It really is time for the 
commission to act before the 
bubble bursts. 

Yours faithfully, 

LEN ARROWS MITH. 
MassYLlan. 

Pen Y Bryn Road, 
Uanfarrfechan, 

Gwynedd. 


Letters to the Business 
and Finance section 
of The Times can be 
sent by fax to 

071-782 5112, 


Financial vampires 

From P.A.D. Dale-Thomos 
Sir, In recent months, the base 
rate has been considerably 
reduced, but have the clearing 
banks passed this at to bor¬ 
rowers? 

On the contrary. 1 was 
recently informed that foe rate 
for small businesses had been 
increased from 3 per cent over 
base to 5 per cent 
Not content with their 
pound of flesh, the banks now 

seek to suck our blood as well! 

Yours faithfully, 

P. A. D. DALE-THOMAS, 
Elm Lodge, 

The Avenue. 

Taunton, 

Somerset 
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Etna income 2693 2065 - OJI 3J7 

FarEast 31X2 33X4 • 0X3 626 

menusftCwU iixo said -aos 2X0 

Inn Growth SBJ72 6247 • 0X9 651 

Japan 61-32 6U3 -658 ... 

Maxtuntm DU 10600 0)200 + 630 607 

Nth ATOBT Equity 4674 OJI -0X8 619 

UK Equity 97X1 HBJO - 020 2X4 


Global Adrig OK 3999 4239 - 630 1J8 

ummne Adttg he 3398 36X0 -03) 3JA 


LA C UNTTTST MGMT UP 
Bnnhra& Htt. 5 Arnold St EC2A2DA 
07191)82808 

income aszxo M4JO ... 487 

bulftocncral 43420 443.10 ... 0X8 


LAURENCE SEEN UNIT TRUST MGMT 
I While Hart Yard SEI 0714OT5M6 
Ijk 0 Growth IBC 59X1 &M3 + 611 £94 
Smaller Cos 5142 5441 + 629 0S2 


LAURENTIAN UNIT TBT MGMT LTD 


27682 29SJ3 + OJS 144 
Best of British 6432 ML 75* ... 2X6 

UK Smaller Cafe 11646 125.19 + 658 LIO 

High IncniDe Fundi 

income ft Growth 373X1 291J9* - 637 394 

High tocome 33643 34B.95 + 601 Itt 

Extra income 29791 317-151 -619 £99 

RefftGK ttC 549) +004 7.« 



LAZARD UNIT TST MGRS LTD 
a Mootsmao, Lawdmt BOP2HT an 374 om 
UK Cap 36640 372.10 ... £63 

UK Inc/Gth «HJ0 41640 ... 305 

UKtname 286W 291.40) ... £45 

LIZ5mC ck 235X0 34440 ... 1X5 

EtmGwth 117.40 11030 ... 032 

NAIWXGwth 7941 80X2 ... 611 

JlpapBCGIh 8646 81X3 . 

Money MM 11675 11675 ... £3(0 


LEGAL A GENERAL 
5 Rayleigh Rand. Hn 
Eramw 0277227300 i 
Equity Dter 4B8J0 

Equity tnootne 10640 

UK Tactical Alltnn 59X9 
European 1UX0 

Far Eastern 2D JO 
Fired Loured 5083 

Gilt 101X0 

Global Growth 7039 

InX Bond 57X4 

Japanese tSJfi 

Nanh American 13690 

PadricGrowdi 13390 

UK index 6479 

UKBecoroiy 92x4 

uk smaller eta U7X0 

U5 index 59X8 

European tods 7£I3 

japan Index 37.90 

Worldwide 85.42 


(UT MGRS) UD 


Map 027769039$ 
52600 - 610 £24 
nun . nsi 1 w 

63X71 -0X5 £77 
12620 + an 689 
252J0 * £10 ... 
(625* - am 6J2 
107.70 - 610 592 
B3J9t + 602 614 
61.45 -612 457 
T\XSt -643 ... 
16650 - 660 03 
14240 + 690 632 
6838 * OOI £68 
9?.«2 *0X5 1.75 
12450* + 620 1.12 
6UD* -024 1.74 
76.13 +646 139 
40X3 - 631 ... 
90X7) - 0X1 134 


LINCOLN NATIONAL 
1 otyrnfc Way. WcrTOdn 
BBIwmO DraBag €80 
Growth 5647 

Income 6L87 

FarEast 56.77 

Nonh American 9663 
Global 9930 

European 8S-8B 

Japan 10170 

inH Currency Bd (080 
SE Alla 133.10 

UK Caphal Growth 93.97 


1 BA9BNB 
1282621 

S£98 -OIB 3X9 

0651 - 6X8 JJ3 

6672 + OS ... 
100.90 -660 ... 
106.10 - 640 064 
91.76 • 667 685 
11690 - 640 ... 
6444 - 60* 691 
14230 * 130 067 
HBJO ... 1X6 


LLOYDS BK UNIT TST MGRS UD 
PO Bat 63. Chatham, Kent ME44YB 
Hdpdcftc 0634S4331 Deafiur 06348343B 
Balanced 397.10 379X0 - 050 242 

-do-ACC 192-70 MJJO - 1.10 £41 

Conti BnroGth 6651 63.10 + 620 679 

-do-ACC 6445 67X5 + 621 679 

Extra Ine 269.10 28630* - 1.10 £48 

-do-ACC 674X0 717.90 - 2X0 £48 

German Gth 12UB U6«0 +0X0... 

-do-ACC 139X0 13670 + 650 ... 

Growth ran mixo 57640 - 9x0 oos 

-do-ACC 54640 Ml JO - 610 0X5 

toCHne 506X0 538.40 - 250 £23 

-do-/ux mnn hqsx - bj» £23 

Twnmf port S33XO 567.10 + £40 £72 

-do-ACC 94680 581X0 + £40 £72 

Japan Growth 94m 100.10 . 

-do-ACC 9436 10640 . 

MBSterTTOS 59X3 6£44 - 603 603 

-do-ACC 65X4 8684 + 603 693 

N American Gen I9U) 377.70 -OJO... 


22150 239.90 -Oft) ... 


NAmSmOtaec 14440 IS£70 -670.. 


-do-ACC 147JO 15680 -OXD... 

nettle Basin 316(0 33650 - 4X0 OJO 

-do-Acc J28J0 349JO *4.90 OJO 

Small OMRM 33420 351X0 + 0X0 222 

-<k>-ACC 43090 482X0 + 0X0 222 

UK Growth 09.10 9479 -609 1X1 

-do-ACC HJ490 111X0 -OJO 1X1 

WocMwtdeGtb 32830 J49JO + 1X0 023 

-do-Ace 484(0 515X0 * 1X0 623 


LONDON A MANCHESTER TST MGMT 
Witotade Rasfc. Easier EX5U3S 0912202073 
American 65.12 «9X7t - 619 OJO 

General 89J5 95X7t - 6X3 2ft) 

Income 7617 7U9 - 615 670 

UUBnatfamal 6421 8690 + 6X3 670 

JUnan 5620 53Xb - 60S ... 

Trial Inv Trusts 70X1 7676 +625 1X0 


M A G SECURITIES 
M AG Hereto VkSarla 
CMIIFB CM Sm/Utol 
AOrer A Genoa! 409.10 
AmerBecomy 442.10 
AmerSmllrCDi 12670 
Aostraiaalia 15650 
Caphal 78650 

anmtmd mojo 
C ommodity 35670 
Compound Gxfh 923X0 
DMaend 41.10 

Earthy Income 335J0 
BuroAGcnctal <7090 
Euro OMatmd 7620 
EnraYMd 441.10 
Far Eastern jwxo 
F undoriuvna 637.90 
General 82J0 

Gth Income 7036 
GSM 77.10 

High29 jo 
TBUGmrO} 77M 

msemaaonal Inc tosxo 
Japan ft Cert <£40 
Japan SmlrChs 144K) 
Managed Income 28X0 
Midland 8650 

Fenton EX 9(120 


Second General 7640 
Smaller Cor OJO 

Trtrourj 2498 

Trustee 43 JO 


RuadL nirlnwfinl 
Dig: 0285 3m 390 
40X0 - IJO 673 
487JO - £70 631 
134X0 - 1X0 ... 
16670 + 650 121 
831.70 - aiO 2X8 
747X0 - £80 4X8 
37930 - 660 048 
970X0 - 1X0 £30 
OJO* -OX £77 
351X0 -OJO 487 
SOMOT + 3X0 0X9 
7420 t OJO £45 
4(650 - 2JD 4X5 
42UD + £70 0X5 
674X0* * 1X0 IXS 
65.907 - 640 3J8 
7648* - Oil 630 
7SJ0 - 630 643 
3690* -610 431 
82.10 + 610 672 
111X0 * 040 4.15 

45m +aio ... 
!5£40 -an ... 
3620 ... £73 

64X0 ... £82 

98UO - JJD £72 
43. Mf ... £27 
74401 — 630 3J9 
7610 > 020 2X2 
25X11 +0X1 £10 
4SXD -OJO 4X1 


MGM UNTT MANAGERS UP 
MGM Haase. Heeor Rd. WartWr 
Dralnr 02772(1 OH Emf 098320401 
European Growth 78X7 83X5 • 0(0 613 

HlRh tncomr 31620 336CD - 1.10 £97 
Inti Bond MA2 7X11* -611 499 

intiGqottyGrowth UXO 7119* - (UD 638 
NAmer Growth 9634 IIB.48 -OLZS 670 
Spedal Stts Growth 21X5 22X1 ... ix3 

UK Growth 385.20 1IO JO -0.40 £38 


MW INVESTMENT MANAGERS LTD 
4* Chon SL HrahMag w a. E LadUan 
0820825067 

JOtnthMSWS I3IU 1342IT ... 240 


MALDON UNIT. TRUST MGRS LTD 
e/a BjdBkr Gfifard I Radaad a EH38BY 
an 2224242 

tUMmCamt MtJO 145.10* ... 4X0 


MANULIFE MANAGEMENT 
St Gearert Way. Slewaagc 
Dntlagr 0C0W74H 
Growth COM 197.10 21680 
enr* Padlnt I96KI 206JD 
UM Growth 20610 220X0 
NortlJ American 17040 19140 
Far Ban 293X0 313X0 

UE Smaller Cot 150X0 HAXO 
Ettrocoan 70X2 buz 

JapaacK Growth 4UB 44J9 
Managed Ffello 6US 7407 
nigh income PN.I0 2I2«0 


• 633 2X1 

• 090 62b 

- OJO Oil 

- OJO 026 

• 640 0X6 

• 1.10 1X4 
+ 056 OJS 

- 0X2 ... 
-0X5 IJ8 

• 140 £82 


MARKS « SPENCER UNIT TRUST LTD 
PO Boa 416 Choter X CH99 9QG 0M4 (81BU 
Mftfsu+rmuo 155.10 14590 -oxo 1x4 

■do-Accum 173X0 14190 -OM Itt 

UX M PfoUfe 131 JO 146001 - 0X7 206 

-Oo -Accum irouo Mnjor - 007 2X( 


MARLBOROUGH FUND MGRS UP 
W Vkroeta Some. Bates BUI LA 
fl2M3M8€2 

WifliW Ta 75 2D . .. U6 


THE TIMES THTIRSDAY DECEMBER 23 J 993 




MARTIN CURRIE UNTT TRUSTS UP 
SaUN Cst a Cttte Terrace. E^WmsMi 

esunttw 

mu Inccmn 77.44 8221* - OJI 191 

European 41X3 0687 • 019 dm 

incaroe a Growth 8679 5579* -051 £92 

NOlAPKIUan SLS7 62ft) - QBT Dm 

Far tart I7i.« 1*2x0 • 1x0 

annum I23J0 IJOJff - 070 3 72 

Japan 3134 5430 - 0X5 ... 

CmamiKttl 12150 1)1X0 + 0X0 013 

UK! Growth KBJO 11600 • 02)614 

UK Growth Bl.n 89.70* - OJJ 1.75 


MERCURY FUND MANAGERS LTD 
33 Kiac Mb A EC4R9AS 
DofisE trnsnsKO 


American 

wramu nita 

Aug lean Opts 
UectuaUatoi 


20IX) 21170 -OIO . 
21680 SOLID -OSD 
07.97 93X3 - 0J3 ... 

08X7 WXl - au 


BlBtfh Burcwp 8L99 879) -016 2J7 


99JJ 105.70 - 620 2X7 


Cash JKLB0 IDQJO . . S» 

UKSUmUlUttr 132JO JJZJO .. S15 

EmOKUlgMBJ 12680 139(0 » IJO ... 

EuropeanCnrotH DOR* 2*90 +630 OM 

UranUnM 25490 23610 +030 06) 

European incnrar B£98 88X17 +0X9 £N 

(Aram Unto] BW H0JO* • 6(0 174 


(Aram (inns* 
CtobalBnid 
tAramUutol 
Gou ft General 
Uram Unto) 
DMSecuAMI 

UKcnmunlBJ 

mewne 

uraeauaiea 

imt ma uonii 
(Acann Uuto) 


*3080 SWJO - ISO £14 


tote mas - zoo £14 
w.70 Hitt +616 5» 
15630 1M4Q +a» 558 
1DM 199» - ift) 0(7 
18930 SUM - l.« 647 
M3 HI UAJO* - ON 6N 
19690 19A0I* - OJO 470 
«£B1 ITi-Wf - 640 £91 
21340 3699 -690 £94 
43690 445.90* - 070 060 

mn «2£w - on Rtt 

174.70 185ft) - MU . . 
17940 196J0 - IJD 


NewEurope 149 40 18670 + 620 IM 
(Aram Unto) mio I0MO - 

FadflC 11450 15630 ♦ 110 634 

IMCartODW 155X0 1»0O •+20 0JJ 

Bccom 7 7 6 * 10 344.10 * 320 2X1 

(Aram Unto) 409.10 436« ♦ MD Ml 

UK Smaller co» 373! (iJ4 *0.10 1.77 

<+—th,iri MX8 (8X8 • 620 l-H 

SSto DJH M -OM** 


9635 162X0 - 610 2X4 


METROPOLITAN UT MC^ LTD 
3 Ototts Um P«m Bur EN6IAJ 
07071^2 2B 
EurogTOMh n*U 111X7 
Inflstrattcy 64X0 (ftJW ‘ 6*9 067 

UKtaeraeluc 11.93 87.16 -634 538 


MILLENNIUM FUND MGMTLTD 
1 WUe Han YanL Undu Wp SEI 
77)4975966 

ifiRmBkaal (USD dlh i£P — • 


MORGAN G RENSELL INVEST FPS UP 
a ilttroy Onaa. lamb* ECMIUT 
Deala* 07182(0826 Enquiries OTlsaOtB 
American Cwth ZNtt 3l8tt - ... 

anmpwn rtrii I nr 15170 377-50* + UO ... 

UBlGPU 191X0 aw.40* * Ml ■■■ 

UKEflUltymc I7£40 IBM0 - OJO itt 

UKlndTnlrtnc I6M0 \T6S0 - MD 175 

US Eft IM mute WWB 2I1J0 - 650 LT? 

jannTtKtur wm taxi* - 0X4 ... 

Aten Trader aesxo 265.90* - £« ojs 

HanaKdlftC 145X0 156-90 * OJO 1X4 

mposKUK 100X7 100X7* + 6XI 6J0 

Etuopa 155.90 167JD +670 ... 

GensS 145.70 15630* » 610 ... 

High income 2440 2SJH - 602 mxo 


MURRAY JOHNSTONE UTMCftTr 
7 Wot We Sb G Umu w GI3PX (B45 090 ® 
Acranen 97X6 10610 • OX M9 

Aeumaflinc 9420 96J1 * 625 2X9 

JdUXnttUBem 96» 91.99 -612 6A4 

SilM 83X9 8453 - 611 644 

American Income 17JX0 18640 ♦ 630 1.42 

aglttlK 4900 5631 ... 4X3 

EauUT Income lOUO 10590* - OJO 4-26 

European 7L70 72.99 -648 1.14 

SinaStfGea 7*42 77X0* - OXI 1.13 

Olympiad 67. U 69.18 - 614 607 

GlMHUBond JOJb 5001* - 601 SJO 

UK Growth 93.25 96X0 • 616 1X2 

PacificOruwtb L26X0 13660 • 1.90 ... 

Japan Growth 90X4 9£52 -619 ... 


Awn sroity 


NM UNIT TRUST MGRS 


FssSiP 


NM Managed Porttouo Scretce 
Cap GIB Inc Inc 10680 115.70 * 610 1.75 
open cap GU UC 11630 117.50 * 620 1.96 
NM unit Trusts 

American 4486 <7X5* * oxb i.is 


American 44tt <7X5* ♦ 008 i.is 

Auatmlan 32020 3030 - £60 ... 

GDOKMKe 7665 75.40* »OJS 121 

European 19*50 £11.10 + 1.10 674 

Extra income 8L47 86.94* - 0X8 5.10 

GDCftFI 64J0 67.75 - 60S 5X3 

Gold 54 l39 8£86 - 606 ... 

Income 58.73 62X4T - 0X1 4JI 

tom) 33X8 15J71 » 606 660 

iap Smaller Gas 307JO £28X0 - IJD ... 
Stare ft Matayxtan 281.90 3022D +720... 
Smaller Cor 2854 3068 > 615 069 

Special Sirs JOB 99.70 • 0X2 1.76 

StctHDB rieptnh 10640 10640 ... 475 

TUBTO 7612 81.19 - a46 ... 

UKEqottJ I0L9D 19400 - 610 £15 

US 5 mailer Cos 10U0 115.70 -610... 


NAP UNIT TRUST MANAGEMENT LIP 
35 r.iaailn Sb Manchcatxr M22AF 
861 2X15322 

OK Growth 78.12 8698 - 60* £24 

UKlnctme 114X0 122J0* - 630 3J2 

GQtftFtredlnt 8326 SUM ... £56 

Higher Income »xi 237.10* + OJD 42S 

Smaller On 79ft) 8447 + 619 IA7 

nwp+wfl nnal 10027 106.78 -021 1.72 



NEWTON FUND MGRS UP 
71 Quem Victoria SL Landau EC4V4DR 
DrateO5@S-mO0O Friwue efienh 
0500550000 Brafent 0500660000 
income 23453 34951 - 026 £50 

Global 34647 36221 + 094 2X6 

General 191.17 20326 +643 150 

Bund 133.99 14L27T +612 7JO 

Growth 125.17 03.16 * 631 1.72 

intrepid 114X9 H9ft7 ... i.ro 


NORWICH UNION TST MANAGERS 
PO Boa 124 Surrey Street. Nu iw hli 
0603463234 

ManerTrttK UUH UI.92 *0X7 128 

UK Equity 14435 1SJJ6 - 627 3.« 

UK EODW income uaJ6 iajm -ojz £33 
UK Smaller On 118X0 126.17 • 0X7 £10 
UK Equity Growth 1317? Ml25 +0X5 £11 
UK Index Tldcg 14479 154X1 - OJB 112 
Inn IndexTITkE U9-93 14886 -0X3 1X0 
IKemarhmal 23£46 247JO + 677 661 
European 177ft! 188.72 + Ltt 632 

ran Bmopcan ur.ra 135X4* + 058 155 
Nth American I6L20 I7I.4W -055 663 
NAtnerSmlrOm 1768* 188J6 -052... 
Japanese «sjs 9050-0X6... 

IBCUK 2*ai 26469* + £28 610 

South EBSt Asian 28054 306.77 +4X2 618 
ImlBODd 139X9 148X3 ♦ UM £26 

GOIftCOrrecrtlMe Ilfttt 12358* - OXZ 8X8 
Property 77.99 8Z.97T - 0X4 647 


PEARL UNTT TRUSTS LTD 
Pearl Centre Um* WA M ettoirari 
PE26FY Dir WO0*»577 Erap 07334)0470 
E0«tty 2*40 26420* - 660 £13 

Growth 156.90 16S. IO - DJO £31 

Income 25610 XfUD - 1X0 3X8 

Inti £qu*r 24640 262X0 *020 671 

UK income 7616 7454 -ojo iss 

UK InH 25 7957 8496 -616 1.70 

NewEtoDPe 7159 7648 ♦ 637 632 


NTT TST MGMT 
raiqr on Itearea 0491417 800 

MM5 62026 * JJD 634 
income 31742 3712a + 055 3X1 

wwtdewcowrr 3(676 38551 +£77 041 

Amu Growth Inc 777 10 23755 - 132 OU 

tod QnaglnBOH 24089 28620 + 1.73 0X5 

Far Barn Grth Inc 28250 XXLST - 0.79 ooi 

EuroGwdimc ijsts msju • ijs an 

UK Growth Inc B0J8 9442 * 634 £64 

High tmxzie 97J7 10411 *615 414 

JapGwthJOC 19*50 21639 *676 001 

PKF Growth 117X8 12522 + 638 1J3 

AdanSlrMkainc 145JT 15648 - 153 0X1 

Anao-Smlroalnc 135.17 I44J7T +672 OXI 
CUOtelBand 64.17 6756 ... 557 

ux smaller CU toe 75.7ft 81X3 • 611 L«5 


14457* +672 601 
6756 ... 552 

81X9 *611 155 


PILGRIM UNIT TRUST MGMT LTD 
39 Hoto And N cwrade bmw Ifen 
NEIffiQ Adtta A drafime OSl-nu 
Araadnft Mjra IttTVfhfic Hart Yard, 
Urodoo Stl INXQ714079966 
American 10411 JHL75* +024 ... 

European 6MS tom • 676 027 

Globa] 6650 HUB* *612 ... 

Pact* MJl 71X7 - 612 0X6 

UK IOC A Grth 6479 6093 * 013 1.97 


PDINTON YORK UT MGRS 

The Cram King Sb Lcfcewer LE16RX 

E33S50M0 

BKI Director DUP qgja 10467 -622.. 


PORTFOLIO TRUST MGRS LTD 
IWtdw Hat Yard. Uwdoa SEI INK 
0*140759(6 

Portfolio 15016 16159 ... 


PREMIUM LIFE UNIT TST MGRS LTD 

Mouthly income 58.17 6I5S - 609 £16 
Growth lnerane 5754 6699 - 605 155 


PRINCIPAL UNIT TRUST MGMT UD 
ttSotrth Purk, Sc+moato TND IAN 
0732740 760 

Principal Trt 136.74 L44.47 + OM 184 


PROURC UNIT TST MGRS UP 
Wdbrojft 23 WUwutt eOWJSLD 
EaqnMcw 071280 37DB Dettngi 0000262441 
American Income 9782 104.10 - aft) in 

Com A GIB 12140 129JO* + 620 5J8 

European Inmoie 7692 3153 • 651 £3t 

CxtradKOroe 197JO 167J0* -6(0 VS7 

*°™ J ° iJ0 « £90 0J2 
Ghihal Income 2BJ9 3610 - 0X5 411 

With Income liojo 127x0 -oxi in 
irormartunal zuxo 22450 » ojo 0J7 

PTWaPWIM 46J7 dJ] <6Q2 6H) 

ttonwry 79X1 84X5 ■ 6H> i.n 

SPMftSto 10650 I1JJ0* + OJO 1.50 

Trduwmjor 325 10 MSJO* - 1.90 ... 
UK Bine Chip na 7&xe - 021 £59 


PRMPEIUTY UNIT TRUST MGMT UP 
JSraj}J-Hie Sq. Mritere KEHDB 

MJ6 HUM < OM HO 

toMrnaiiooa! 9127 97.10 - IJO 670 

C« „ 28JU 29571 - 0X6 Uft 

lAcaneOGwih 7676 81 Mr + dm 177 

E OTOWM 5027 U.+fl • UN IJn 

American 5490 S1JH - 681 tUK 

EMcnfirig Mku 10153 IQ8JO • 627 617 
UK Smaller Cw 29.75 ll« • 005 1.70 

cm/Ftred Interew 3 61 J6441 - am i2S 

Global rer 4619 12.76 • nnc in 


P*»dajwnMLK^ ^ :“ii 67^ 
1*5.70 -OIO 677 

TCdl AD*Jy 3Q tnu - 0l69 ■ • • 

Rosebery«■« SS ... 

InttriHOonal Strai 77JS Sfl 


SSS.W&Si? W -S- 


PROVIDENT MUI1UL UT MGRS »- TD 


2S31 M«wP® 
0715083963 
Equity Gth 
European Gth 
income ft Clfi 
Japan Gth 

NthAmerGa 

OtEoeoGib 


Loadaa ECZR6BA 


PRUDENTIAL UNIT TRUST^IJD 
»ro An riu urn BfanL Fffl? 1GI20L 

SiStssS 9ntt90 !«««• 


Equity UK 
Equity 
European 
Hi pn income 
inaGrth 
inosmco 
Japanese 
n&Amr 
ndflcHto 
premier Inc 
8m Cta 
Spec Sto 
ux Growth 


RELIANCE UNIT MGRS. LTD 
Xrfiaoce Hone Ttabridgc Wefii Rod 
«25»Oa 

Briton Lift 3CDX0 MO 10 - 670 2-2 

BeUancDine uoao I8LW - 6(0 188 


ROCK ASSET MGMT (UNITTRUSTILTD 
Bahnao Houae. 

Ncwcasde IBM) TNnae NE33NG 091 
Managed 99.15 H15J0 ♦ 230 l-W 


ROTHSCHILD FUND MANAGEMENT 
Si Swfihrah Lane. London EC4 
Duricrs 0712805000 „„ 

FA America 60(3 58194 55497 - L47 0*3 

FA America IACI5 607XS 64671 -1.71 003 

FAUX Equity toe 17552 187X6* - 145 JJD 

FA Japan 246.45 26151 - 155 ... 

FA Major UK Cm 10381 116771 - 030 2X1 

FASmHrUKOoS 2a5.ro 30959 + a4S l-W 

FA European 30614 317J9 +692 064 

FA Amer SmUr cta 45.94 4693 -616 ... 
FA Aria SOU 63.40 + 670... 

FAJapSmllrGn 45X7 48-99 -aft] ... 

bam retsonai pension 

US Malar Cos 10159 KT7JU -<£» .. 

uk smkrCaj eas3 8476 -an 

UKIncmne 10672 106X1 - 050 ... 

America 10309 109J5 - 029 . 

Japanese 53.96 56.79 - 640 • - ■ 

European 95X8 100X8 » 629 ... 

GUI 9IJ9 96.40 - 0X6 ... 

Deposit 7887 83X2 + 0X1 ... 

Managed KDJ4 10857 -aio ... 

■AM FSAVic scheme 

UX MajorQa 99JS 10450 - 628 ... 

UK Smaller Cos 78X9 83X3 - 611 ... 

ux inenme rats 103.71 -679 ... 

ABUdCB 101A1 106.74 - 628 ... 

Japanese SIM 5SA5 - 0J9 ... 

European 9256 97.74 + 628 - ■ 

cm 9648 9X23 - 0X7 ... 

Deposit 75JO *9.17 +0X1 ... 

Managed 9756 10£58 - 007 . - - 


ROYAL LIFE PD MGMT LTD 
PO Bor 34. mti bera u g b PE20UE 
Price* 07928283 Gen Em): 0733398000 
DraEnm 0*33393000 


0nUedStates 71JI 7615 - 037 011 

todfleBasin 8635 8626 * 641 ... 

Hfcfl Inc DIS 13440 143.70 - 630 422 

ItyflirelniCtinT 6308 67.94 t 0X3 £31 

Ryl lift UX Cwth 6SJ» (954 - 0X1 634 

Byl Lift toO Spec (606 6358 + 026... 

UK Emerging CDS 1 1X23 I22J0 • an 154 
UEindrairesg muo ituot • 050 £93 


UKlndsTKkg 

Eurupan 

Managed 


nan uajo - oao 63! 


ROYAL LONDON UNIT TST MGRS LTD 
Regal Uto Hue. CMdxstcr CM IRA 
0206764400 

American Growth 14690 15550 -090 037 
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TO ADVERTISE 
CALL: 071 481 4481 



THE TIMES 


itt ."^av DECEMBER 23 1993 


EXECUTIVE OPPORTUNITIES 


FAX: 

071 782 7107 


London/Reading 



Our client Liberty Communications, owned by MBJicom. 
the international communications company with 
operations in 17 countries. Is shortly to lawich a fixed 
radio based national telecommunications network to 
compete with BT, offering high quality voice, data and 
video services. 


To achieve their objectives, Liberty seeks some top 
flight telecoms professionals with the drive and vision to 
join their small ground-breaking team. They require 
highly motivated, self confident, degree qualified 
individuals in their late 20s to 30s, with first class 
ccmmunicatians skills. 


BROADBAND FOR THE LOCAL LOOP 



Liberty 


SEARCH AND SELECTION 


SENIOR RADIO 
ENGINEER £30 - 40K 

You will play a key role in the implementation of this 
new radio based communications system. 
Experience of providing a public radio based 
communications service, public and private 
microwave systems. CDMA techniques and supplier 
management is needed. 

MARKETING MANAGER 
£30 - 40K 

You will manage all marketing and PR activities from 
planning through implementation. You must have 
telecommunications marketing experience, and 
excellent verbal and written communications skills. 

Each of these roles carries a 20% performance 
bonus, the potential for a.car allowance and 
company pension and health plans. Above all, they 
provide a chance lo make a visible personal 
contribution to the communications revolution as 
part of a world leading group. 


COMMERCIAL MANAGER 
£30 - 40K 

You will negotiate and manage contracts for 
equipment and service for the network. You should 
have directly relevant experience from the 
telecommunications field, be highly numerate, and 
have good verbal and written communications skills. 

NETWORK OPERATIONS 
ENGINEER £25-35K 

You will play a key role in the delivery of a wide range 
of residential and business events, working with both 
switching and transmission suppliers. Experience of 
voice and data networking is required, and you 
should have experience of public voice networking. 


Candidates should be available immediately, so 
please apply before the new year by sending your 
CV row to Paul Child at Kramer Westfield Search & 
Selection. The Old Pound House, London Road. 
Sunningdale, Berkshire. SL5 OOJ. Tel; 0344 875067. 
Fax; 0344 874877. 


INFORMATION BUILDERS SEEKS A NUMBER OF TOP QUALITY PROFESSIONALS 

“Leadership through Quality and the Pursuit of Excellence ” 

• We are committed to the pursuit of excellence and a Total Quality Management Culture 

• We are looking for IT Professionals who share our commitment to achieve growth and continuous improvement. 

BUSINESS SYSTEMS SUPERVISOR £30-35,000 

You have over 5 years in the IT industry, preferably as a Project Manager, controlling Systems Analysis and Design and Application 
Development Ideally you have an in-depth knowledge of FOCUS running on its various operating platforms, as well as a proven track 
record in successfully managing both people and projects. Excellent interpersonal and communication skills are vital, and you will need 
to exhibit very high standards of commitment and personal achievement 

Primarily, you will be responsible for managing multiple projects, as well as functioning as the line manager of a team of development 
staff. Additionally, you will be expected to assist the sales force in maintaining a constant pipeline of work, consequently you will be 
rewarded for achieving specific financial targets. You will need to be creative, highly organised, technically aware, tactful and a natural 
motivator of people. 

• Information Builders is among the world’s top independent software vendors. • FOCUS-most widely installed Information Systems 4GL 

• 9.000 installations. 1.25 million users world-wide • LEVELS - application development tool with expert system capabilities • 
EDA/SQL family ofdata access products offers information access to over 45+ databases andfile types across a wide range of networking 

options • EDA/SQL - leading corporate middleware solution. 

Benefits include extensive training, an attractive Performance Related Pay scheme (to reflect your individual success in serving our 
customers' needs), private medical insurance. life assurance and pension. Please apply in writing enclosing an up-to-date CV to Dianne 
Brady, HR Manager. Information Builders (UK) Ltd, Station House, Harrow Road, Wembley, Middlesex HA9 6DE to be returned no 
later than 4th January 1994. Positions available in Wembley, London and Warrington, Cheshire. NO AGENCIES PLEASE 

Information Builders 
The Information Management Company 


London Luton 

AIRPORT 

FINANCE DIRECTOR 

Package from 50k plus benefits 

We need a new Finance Director os a key member of a 
dynamic management team currently transforming the 
business performance of the Airport, dealing with the 
commercial and competitive challenges of the nineties, and 
implementing the long development strategies for the 
company. 

To help us meet our goafs we need the best quality financial 
advice, support and information. 

FuHy qualified to direct the finance and accounting function, 
you should also be able to demonstrate a wide commercial 
expertise, in depth knowledge of management information 
and IT systems, and the abffity to play a fufl role as an 
executive director and main board member. 

If you can show us that you meet our needs please send a fuD 
C.V. with current package details to; 

Chief Executive, London Luton Airport Ltd, Perdval House, 
Perdval Way, Luton, Bedfordshire, LU29LY marking the envelope 
ST1 to arrive by January 4th 1994. 

London Luton Airport Ltd is striving to be an equal 
opportunities employer, and applications are actively 
welcomed regardess of race, ethnic origin, reSgion, sex, age 
or drsabffrty. 






EUROPEAN SOFTWARE INSTITUTE 
SOFTWARE ENGINEERING / PROCESS MANAGERS 

The European Software institute (ESI) has been established recently 
at Bilbao, Spain. Founded by 14 leading European companies and 
sponsored by the European Commission and the local government, 
ESI is dedicated to helping its members to improve their 
competitiveness by making the development of Software an 
industriafised business process. 

ESI will be organised along two -product lines-; one for software 
process (e. g. applying the SEI model) and the second one for 
Improvement Two "Process Managers' will be appointed reporting 
to die Managing Director, and having full responsibility (e. g. 
technical, financial, marketing, and staff management). 

Successful candidates should have the following key pro me: 

• Currently in senior management position for software engineering; 
- A minimun of 10 years experience in software development of 

large commercial or industrial applications; 

• Good communication and guidance abilities; 

• "Down to earth* attitude; 

• Ability in searching -new method products- and in collecting 
Users' feedback. 

English will be the working language of the Institute. 

The two positions w8l attract a generous remuneration package for 
an initial three years’ contract Gross salary range wfll be at 80k 
ECU to 100k ECU. 

Interested persons send their Curriculum Vitae with a 
recent photograph and contact telephone n.° to: 

e HUMAN, a Lamtetegui, 37 - 48009 BILBAO (SPAIN) 
Ref.: BI30991 


NannltanigMMaiSyAm 



I Tin. 1 Advertising Traduction Dcpjfuiatit >'f Vms Imcnuiioral 
I Newspapers Limited requires 3 Copy Cununllcr in |wn our busy 
j Dispby Copy Control smrhl The sen ton is accountable for 
recdpi and processing of all advertising copy for all our tides. 

} Jdcjlii veil will he aged between 21 and .s i and will already have 
| experience of Newspaper Production, both colour and mono 
I This posiron mu 4vys die pmccwsintj of a liigh volume of 
adwitiscrreni.copy w .1 very tight deadline. Tlic ability to liaise 
; vuniiikiuly and efleaiwly with diem.-, agenaes Sales leasts and 
■ Tr. duct ion departments is evemul. 

; In return we are olfenng a package including a salary ofi.Ki.ufi0 
1 plus t weeks holiday a year 

j If >1 know you tiin* 0 m .1 Imnc and challenging environment 
which require* o 'ffinttlmcnl and enihuNUsni send your C V id- 
Mr Ken Davenport 

The Advertisement Production Manager 
1 News International Newspapers Limited 
, 1 Virginia Street, London El 9DD. 

• U* ang Jate Dili tamnrv I'»l 


SALES DIRECTOR 

AN EXCELLENT SAURY PACKAGE WITH 
PERFORMANCE REUTED COMMISSION + CAR 

an experienced Sales Oirector is required to provide operational 
and strategic leadership within a busy media service company. 
The focus of the role win be to increase market share of an already 
weft established operation. Reporting de-ectfy to the chairman, the 
Sales Director wiQ be responsible for co-ordinating and developing 
the existing 15 strong salesforce across the range of services 
provided. 

The successful candidate wffl have:- 

• A positive, progressive approach and be self motivated 

• Significant experience in leading a satesforce. ideafiy within 
a service company, but not essential. 

• A proven sales track record of over achievement. 

In the first instance please write with a full CV to; 

Mr Julian Henchley, Chairman 
PIMS UK limited, PIMS House, 
Mildmay Avenue, London N1 4RS 


F.M.C.G. - Sales Manager 

World Renowned Branded Goods 

A graduate,you have successfully ^ hc lup FMCG 

training within the sales Function o f orgre aler 

companies and now warn lo setzethe ppor l ° r J” [rom 
responsibility to mamlam rhe mome • be Sl|pe that you 

sales into general management on vm . d ., dds 

join an organisation th.it has a “blue eh p lepuWonj™ 
value 10 your CV and that you contmw to ^^\ U Q . )ppQjm 
wide brands. Aged late 20 s, early y0 * ■ f d enencv to 

an individual who has the experience, iui»ndeiKe« 
make it happen not only in terms or profitable sales grow m 
£l5-20m) which is the prime responsibility b «1 as■ P * (r 
running the consumer products business in one , 

States. This broader accountability will require you ‘ 

develop and motivate the people (30-40 
control stock and finances and ensure a high level of c - 
service and satisfaction for both demanding 
external customers. Conversational Arabic will be tin advantage 
but is not essential. You will be working closely with se 
managers ofour Client's principals which among olht rs 
Mars, Kraft General Foods, Nestle and Smith Mine Beet. ham. 

Inchcape pic is a £5 billion T/O, top 50 F.T. international prices 
and marketing group that employs 4000 peopleIn the M iddle'Bast 
in successful and rapidly growing businesses. 1 he company ol 
an excellent employment package which includes an attractive 
salarv, performance bonus and valuable expatriate benefits. 
Candidates interested in this career appointment should initially 
write to Roger Li Hey with lull career details by the 31st December 
to the following address. 

Roger Lillev Associates, international Management Recruitment 
Castle House, 159 Grenfell Road, Maidenhead, Berks. SI.6 I HA. 

(Fax No 0628 782727) 

Inchcape Middle East 


Software Development 
Career Opportunities 

Admiral Computing Limited is the software development and largest company 
within the successful Admiral pic group of IT companies which currently employs 
more than 650 staff. 

Its impressive client list of blue chip organisations across a broad range of 
market sectors is a direct result of a real commitment to customer s ervice and 
quality, indeed. Admiral was one of the first IT companies to receive BS5750 
ac c red i tation. 

Admiral can now offer excellent career opportunities to highly motivated 
professionals at all levels with project experience of one or more of the following: 

* Cllent/Server * Tandem 

* Powerbuflder/Visiial Bask/SQL Windows • IBM CJCS/DB2 

* Oracle/Sybase/Ingres * UNIX/C/C++ 

* Object Oriented development * SSADM 

Opportunities exist at our offices in Camberley. Bristol Manchester. Stevenage 
and Coventry. We offer competitive salaries and a comprehensive benefits 
package 

If you would like to work in a professional, dynamic environment 
and play an important part in our continued success and 
growth, pi rase send your CV to: 

June Davis VHV 

Admiral Computing Limited aa m <0? U 

Admiral House. 193-199 London Road flf |f||mil 
Camberley. Surrey, GUIS 3JT r*l ■]■■■■ pH 

TO: 0276 692269. Fax: 0276 64206 1 ■ ■■■ 


MANAGING DIRECTOR 


DEEP DRAWN METAL PRESSINGS 


WEST LONDON 



Required to maximise potential and team up with existing Sales 
and Production Directors. To expand an already operational 
small (14 personnel), successful metal pressings and deep draw 
Transfer Press production company. 

Based in Brentford, Middlesex, the company has sales in 
electronic, automotive, cosmetic, pharmaceutical pen, battery and 
household markets. The applicant would be expected to be able to 
show normal M.D. skills including business acumen and 
accounting knowledge couple with drive and ambition. 

Please write in confidence, stating experience and salary to: 

Peter Brim, Platarg Engineering LnL, 

Trampers Way, Hanwefl, London W7 2QA. 


Operations Director 


Nottingham 

£45,000 


Executive Car 
Incentive Bonus 



Our capital intensive manufacturing operations at Nottingham specialises in 
providing printed products to the mail order, retail, travel and leisure 
industries. 

AH operate in dynamic and fast moving market places that demand constant 
product innovation and highly creative designs calling for exactina 
manufacturing standards. y 

Our extensive range of specialist manufacturing facilities, our commitment 
to customer service, a constant striving for improved efficiency and a 

workforce have enabled the company to build long term relationships wdtit a 
blue chip customer base. wim a 

■ft, bmld on onr success, we now wish to recruit an Operations Director 
wah proven ezpeneroe of implementing best practice manufactuihm 
customer service techniques to lead our 200 strong mate-shift 
The terms and condteons of employment, reflect the important 
to oar £300 million turnover gronp and win be tailored toattareMhf f * ® 

appropriate level of candidate. uie 

If you are looking for an exciting career development „ u 

the skills to manage this £20 million turnover business 5? Ve 

how you have implemented continuous performance improver^ dGscrr *“ g 
programmes m similar environments to: Kathy Woodward 
and Development Director. ^ ITd ’ Group Recruitment 

BPCC Ltd ' 

Newcomen Way, Severalls Lane ? 7 

Industrial Estate, Colchester CQ4 4TG. 3 (CHS) ■> 


h * 
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Property Services Deportment 


Property Services Department 


The Metropolitan Police Service Estate has a value in excess 
of £1 billion. The Property Services Department is responsible for 
the provision and maintenance of this estate which comprises a 
wide range of operational, office, residential, training and 
speci a list buildings. 

As head of the Environmental Standards Branch within 
the Surveying end Engineering Division, you will be responsible 
for a team of 35 professional, technical end administrative 
staff who are responsible for the management of energy in 
ihe MPS currently costing £12 million pa; for the preparation 
of environmental engineering and surveying standards; for 
planned maintenance procedures; for the provision of 
health and safety advice to the department; and for 
undertaking specialist inspections (e.g. firing ranges; food 
hygiene etc.). 

The standards and advice you provide must ensure 
that the estate is maintained to optimum efficiency commensurate 
with the financial resources available. Accordingly a 
specialist knowledge end experience at senior 
management level in one of the above areas of work would 
be an advantage. 

This is a new post in a developing organisation, 
so it is essential that you should be able to demonstrate the 



ability to manege, direct and co-ordinate staff from diverse 
backgrounds. 

For this post you must ba a corporate member of a 
professional engineering institution. 

In addition to a competitive salary commencing from 
£27,106 pa (including London Weighting allowance) 
further increases based upon performance up to a maximum 
of £37,795 pa may be payable. An attractive benefits 
package includes non-contributory index linked pension 
scheme, generous holiday entitlement and interest free 
season ticket loans. 

For literature and an application form, please call the 
Riley Metropolitan Police Response Line (during office hours) 
quoting ref ST 1912/2 on 071353 3845. Forms should be retimed to: 
Riley Advertising, Riley House, 4 Red Lion Court, Fleet Street, 
London EC4A 3EN, quoting the same reference. 

Closing date for receipt of application forms, which should be 
accompanied by a curriculum vitae, is 14th January 1994. 

Should you be selected for an interview, you may be 
required to give a short presentation to the Board on a 
subject which will be notified to you. 

We are an equal opportunities employer and welcome 
applications from suitably qualified individuals. 


The Metropolitan Police Service Estate has a value in excess 
of £1 billion and covers an ares of 750 square miles. The Property 
Services Department is responsible for the provision and 
maintenance of this estate which comprises headquarters and 
operational offices, police stations, laboratories, workshops, 
residential and training estates. 

PSD is committed to an ambitious programme of change in 
support of Competing for Quality. You will manage a branch of five 
sections currently employing 80 professional, technical and 
administrative staff which will be at the forefront of the Market 
Testing Programme within the Surveying and Engineering Division. 

You win be responsible for identifying and managing the total 
delivery of a wide range of building, engineering and grounds 
maintenance services incorporating individual contracts in excess 
of £2 million, together with minor alterations and improvements 
works. 

You must have the commitment and drive to redirect 
and motivate staff in a changing environment You should 
be able to demonstrate recent experience and success in a 
commercially orientated organisation operating in similar 
fields of activity. 



You should be a corporate member of a construction related 
professional institution. 

In addition to a competitive salary commencing from £27,106 
pa (including London Weighting allowance) further increases 
based upon performance up to a maximum of £37,795 pa may be 
payable. An attractive benefits package includes non-contributory 
index finked pension scheme, generous holiday entitlement end 
interest free season ticket loans. This is a 3 year, fixed tern 
contract, with the possibility of renewal at the end of this period. 

For literature and an application form, please call the 
Riley Metropolitan Police Response Line (during office hours) 
quoting ref ST 1912/1 on 071353 3645. Forms should be returned to: 
Riley Advertising, Riley House. 4 Red Lion Court. Fleet Street. 
London EC4A SEN. quoting the same reference. 

Closing date for receipt of application forms, which should be 
accompanied by a curriculum vitae, is 14th January 1994. 

Should you be selected for an interview, you may be 
required to give a short presentation to the Board on a 
subject which will be notified to you. 

We are an equal opportunities employer and welcome 
applications from suitably qualified individuals. 


Employing over 16.0CQ people, ine Metropolitan- Police Civil Staff 15 one cf London s targes 
administrative. proJjssiono'. scientific end tc-conc.it services 


ipicycTS. providmg ccmp.-eh.-i 
iLicincuf the capital 


Employing over IS.000 peootc-. :ne Metropolitan Ponce Civil Stsff 15 one c; London s largest employers: providing comprehensive 2 nd essential 
adminiBtrotive. professional, scientific and technical services throuohout the csoitai. 


From the company that totally revolutionised 
the computer market, no change. 

For a young organisation, Sun Microsystems has a big history. Formed in 
1982, our UNIX-basedworkstations apectacnlariy changed the face of 
networked desktop computing and we’ve enjoyed industry leading growth 
ever since. We now command the largest share of one of the computer 


hasn’t faded. 

We operate a $4.3 bflbon integrated portfolio of businesses, each 
specialising in different ways to serve the computing needs of efients all 
over the world. As far as possible, we wade with other companies in 
carefully managed frnsmeas partnerships. Onr value-added services azm, 
SunService, ha n dles systems support to aH our end-users wifh expertise. 

Financial Analysts 

£25K - £30K + car & excellent benefits 
Camberley, Surrey 

We're relocating a European department of SnnSexvice to Camberley 
early in 1994, and yonr brief will be to contribote impressive financial 
and commercial skills to that of our European logistics organisation. 

You'E be part of amaH specialist team winch focuses an assessing the 

perfa rtwam-ft nf wmlr pttTtnwynhjp, and tigw mnfrtratrre 1 ‘btnVtTUj fn m «iin g p 

them more effectively. Typically this will involve you in inventory 
management, price negotiation, accounting and spend analysis. 

Whether yotx're a part or foUy-qnalxfied graduate accountant, you'll 
have to have around 5 years' commercial experience, probably wifh 
another FF company. And because we believe in giving people the 
freedom to make their own decisions, you'll have to be keen to see the 
results of yonr efforts in got performance figures. 

T-a-nrjnafjp nViTtn aTiri vnt«*m»timna1 arepftTi<mr_e -mionld be ■naefaL Mots 

importabl, yon should feel at home in a company which is characterised 
by rapid change, and ambitious enough to make a few of your own as 
yon progress through onx organisation as rapidly as yonr skills allow. 

Please write, enclosing a Ml c.v., to: Les GiU. Human Resources 
Manager, Son Microsystems, Bagshot Manor, Green Lane, Bagshot, 
Surrey GUV9 SSL. 

♦ SunService 

A Sun Microsystems, Inc. Business 
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Edinburgh 

John Menzies (UK) Ltd is a major High Street retailer with 
some 300 outlets, specialising in the sale of newspapers, 
magazines, confectionery, books, stationery, cards, toys, 
computer games, music and video. 

We are currently undergoing a major review programme 
reflecting a change in trading profile and the refocusing of our 
offer to customers. In order to meet the challenges in developing 
these new concepts we wish to recruit a Systems Development 
Manager. 

We operate an open systems strategy based on the UNIX 
operating system. Development is carried out in ORACLE, C, 
SCULPTOR and COBOL across a wide variety of hardware 
platforms which are used to run merchandise, warehouse, 
finanrHa^ EPOS and communication based applications. 

You will monitor the design, testing and implementation of 
development projects in a controlled and structured manner to 
agreed deadlines. Strong technical experience gained from a 
distributed processing environment is essential in order to 
respond rapidly to the changing business needs of the company. 
You will also have strong interpersonal dolls as you will be 
required to motivate staff to achieve high professional standards. 

The Company offers an attractive salary, excellent benefits 
package and company car. 

If yon are interested, please apply in writing enclosing 
a current CV and including present salary details to Swan 
Richmond, Retail Personnel, John Manadas (UK) lad, 
Hanover Buddings, Rosa Street, Edinburgh EH2 ZYO. 
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Executive Appointments 



OVERSEAS OPPORTUNITY 
IN THE FINANCIAL SECTOR 

ASSOCIATED PARTNERS IN FINANCE LTD. An independent 
investment consultancy seeks professionals to join their expanding 
operations abroad. 

We offer the most effective training and the highest remuneration, along 
with substantia] independence and job satisfaction. 

Your income and advancement will be commensurate with your success. 
Applicants should be aged 30-50, highly motivated, have professional 
qualifications or experience in a financially related field. 

Please send cv*s to; 

Miss Annette Camels 

ASSOCIATED PARTNERS IN FINANCE LIMITED 
72 Chester Square, London, SWl. 


Managing Director 


North London c £40,000 + Car 

This is an opportunity to head up a new joint venture, 
formed by two leaders in the field of international transport, 
specialising in the packaging and transportation of Fine Art 
world-wide. 

Reporting to the Chairman, you will be responsible for 
developing and managing all aspects of the business. 

Well educated, with a love and knowledge of art, you 
should have good connections in the art world and have 
experience, either as a provider or user, of the proposed 
services of the Company. You should have some background 
in sales and general management, ideally with training 
in these areas. For the right person, equity participation 
could be offered. 

To apply for this exciting, hands on role, please write with 
full CV quoting ref: 323393 to: Derek Gerver, BFSS, 
7 Oakview Gardens, London N2 DNJ. 


BRIAN FORBES ~ 

SEARCH & SELECTION 

NETWORK CONSULTANCY CROUP 






Selection consultancies can easily be judged on their results. Michael Page has 
enjoyed an enviable strike rate in successfully concluding a wide range of advertised 
assignments for Senior Sales & Marketing appointments that have been advertised 
in The Sunday Times. If you would like further information regarding our 
Executive Selection Service, please, contact Martin Noakes on 0753 840 858. 


EXECUTIVE RECRUITER 


Our diem provides high-value 
productivity improvement 
programmes to commerce and 
industry thro ugh out the world. 
Over the last 20 years they have 
experienced tremendous growth 
and have established operations in 
Europe, the Far East, Australia and 
throughout America. 

Fundamental to their past success 
and, continued growth are the 
people within the organisation. 
They are a '‘people business’' and 
need to attract (be very best to 
deliver the high quality service that 
has become associated with their 
name. To assist in their further 
development in Europe they now 
wish to appoint an outstanding 
individual to reenrit professional 
wiw Sl management and 
consultancy staff for them. 


Yon win have had several years 
experience in the 

recrumnent/personnel field, gained 
either with an agency or with a 
professional-services company and 
are capable of working under 
pressure and to strict deadlines. 

The company believes in rewarding 
success and provides real career 
opportunities. Although extensive 
travel will be required, relocation is 
not necessary. 

Please send yonr curriculum vitae 
for the attention o£ 

n>Rc£ REC/ST/2693 
Empeaa Bccndtwat Manger, 
litdrfkid A»ed*tei N.V., 

825A Knrinrefc 202 NC HmCUm* 
The Netkcrbada, 

Aoc 31-2503-24737 

Quote the following refence on 

envelope and CV: - 

ID REF: g££.l 


, r: 


Michael Page Sales & Marketing 

Specialist Recruitment Consultants 
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This is an opportunity to join the major player in the 
specialist sortware/services market for the Public Sector 
and in the exciting arena of Document Processing. 

SOFTWARE SALES 

OTE c £23k to £27k 

ROCC is looking for sales people in their early to late 
20s, to be based m Manchester or Crawley, who meet 
the following criteria: 

► Qualified to degree standard 

► Two years minimum ufas/pre-sales support experience 

► Computer literate with extensive experience of word 
processing, spreadsheets and databases 

» Preferably a knowledge of working in, or dealing with 
Local Authorities 

Please write, with full cv setting out how you meet 
these requirements to: 

Janet Fox, Personnel Officer, ROCC Computers limited 
Kelvin Way, Crawley, West Sussex RH10 2LY 
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Iarnrod Eireann - Irish Rail 


THE TIMES THURSDAY_PE££^[^^ ^^^^^ 

-\ ^“““N^Ksiness. 1 

IHf* (salesOpportumt.es | 


lard rod Eireann is an operating subsidiary of Coras Iompair Eireann, Ireland's national transport authority. The Company is eiiarged with the responsibility for the 
operation, maintenance and development of the National Railways throughout the Republic of Ireland. It is also responsible for the management and development of 
the highly successful Rosslare Harbour. The Company operates a substantial Catering Division providing services throughout Ireland. An investment programme 
Involves over £285 million of expenditure and will establish Ireland as an integral part of a high speed European railway network. 

The Company now seeks to strengthen its Senior Management Team. Each position reports to the Managing Director and will be responsible for a significant portion of the 
Company’s current and developing activities. The positions will be based in Dublin. 


Transportation 
Director (Rei-moi) 

The Job 

The development and operation of traditional and 
innovative customer focused rail based services. 
The position also includes responsibility for the 
management of Rosslare Port and the Catering 
Division. 


Engineering 
Director <Ref:iR02) 

The Job 

The provision and maintenance of the physical 
infrastructure and equipment that will permit 
the Company to cost-effectively and safely meet 
customer service requirements. The position 
spans civil, mechanical, signal and electrical and 
project engineering. 


Chief Finance 

Officer (Ref: IR03) 

The Job 

To exercise financial control over and to contribute to 
the financial strength and management of the Company 
to ensure that it achieves its short and long term 
financial objectives. Investment appraisal 
responsibility is a key aspect of this job. The position 
spans the Company Secretarial and Administration 
Auctions. 


Each successful candidate will: 

• have gained at least 10 years experience in a senior management role, ideally within the transport sector. 

■ possess a track record of success built upon functional expertise, sound commercial judgement and excellent interpersonal skills. 

• possess appropriate professional qualifications. 

Rewards: 

• These are key appointments and as such carry an attractive remuneration package. Iarnrod Eireann - Irish Rail is an Equal Opportunities Employer. 

Applications quoting the appropriate reference number should be 
RaIaSMb o addressed in strictest confidence to: 

UUlUltlG GK Eanna Johnson, Director, Deloitte A Touche, - 

U|| |pl|p Deloitte A Touche House, Earlsfort Terrace, Dublin 2, Ireland. 

_ mUbllC _ Closing Date for Applications: 21 January 1994. 
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Management 

Consultants 
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CALL US- 

the experts with 
over 40 years 
experience and 
the skills to get 
you back on line! 


0715806771 

Msoin- 

tWCHE5TCS_ Offl 228 0089 
WSTMXJWDS. 0527 68888 

IflCSIH_ 0533 630511 

YORKSHIRE_0532 426162 

SOUTH WUES_ 0792 650092 

BMIBUR8H_031 452 8380 

GLASGOW_041 331 2250 


An AMCO Member 


m cam warn 

35/37 Fitzroy Street, London WlP 5AF 



Babcock 

KB 


sabcMk nng-wukinsoa ud [ Director-Road Freight W 


World-wide Engineering Contractors 


i c ity 
ager 

Our expansion programme is 
underway and. as a result, we have a 
great story to telL We just need the 
right person to tell it. Someone who 
can prepare both technical and 
general publicity material, who 
can organise conferences and 
exhibitions, assist in the preparation 
of client and bid presentations and 
maintain our interface with the 
media. 

You must have experience 
and creative flair in developing 
printed, visual and audio material 
plus an extensive knowledge of 
industrial publicity. Those whose 
background has been gained in an 
industry involved in major capital 
projects will be at a distinct 
advantage. 

Reporting directly to the 
Business Development Director, 


you will initially work with the 
company’s Sales Team and back-up 
resources plus appropriate external 
publicity and PR services. 

It is anticipated this will 
ultimately lead to a fully integrated 
in-house publicity and PR capability 
so we are only interested in hearing 
from those having previously 
managed this level of responsfcflrty. 

Ideally aged 3(MO, you should 
also hold a relevant professional 
qualification. 

In return we are offering a 
first-class employment package 
which includes a company car and, 
where appropriate, generous 
relocation assistance. 

Please forward your cv n 
indicating current salary and 
benefits to: 

CJEJForevnan, Executive Manager 
- Personnel & -Training, 
Babcock King-Wilkinson Ltd, 
11 The Boulevard, Crawley, 
West Sussex RHI0 IUX 


Process Manufacturing Chief Executive—West Africa 

Six figure salary plus expatriate package 


Our client is a substantial international company 
specialising in engineering, construction and the operation 
of pulp and paper mills, worldwide. 

Reporting to the Managing Director, the key tasks are: 

- complete the construction of substantial 
manufacturing facilities 

- bring production on stream by mid-1994 

- work closely with the national Government 

- manage all commercial financial marketing and 
personnel functions 

Knowledge of the pulp and paper industry is highly 
desirable but not essential. What cannot be compromised 
is senior level experience in process manufacturing gained 
in the Third World. This is a two year assignment with a 
possible third-year extension. 


Boyden 


Bovrien 

TJ Qu&n tone's G re 
London SVY1H 2AA 
071222a.l53 


45 offices in 36 countries 


P&xe v/nre quoting reference 93t 555 


DIVISIONAL 

MANAGING 

DIRECTOR 
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planergy 

CONSULTANTS LTD. 

NEED 

TEN PEOPLE URGENTLY 

For rts Commonaal Department To earn 

must be aged between 25-45, articulate wd 
capchle of negotiatHig at senior levels ortfy, 
within small and medium sfreti co mpa nies. You 
will receive comprehensive training and 
support in exchange for your fu 8 commitment 
and enthusiasm. 

Interested partis* should send fiufl C.V. to 
ANN JOHNSON. 243-253 LOWER MORTVAKE 
ROAD. RICHMOND. SURREY TW9 2LL 


NEW 
CAREER 

- but 
which 
path 


LOCATION: IRELAND 

The Road Freight Division of Iarnrod Eireann - Irish Rail, is the largest road freight business in 
Ireland, operating a fleet of over 330 vehicles. This Division is being established as a separate 
operating entity. A Director is now songht to lead the transition and to develop the business in 
areas such as distribution, warehousing and associated added value services. 


Based in Dublin and reporting to die Board of 
Irish Rail, the Director will be responsible for all 
aspects of the profitable operation and 
development of the business both nationally and 
internationally. The selected candidate will lead a 
team dedicated to providing quality driven 
services to customers. 

The successful candidate will have significant 
experience in the transport, distribution and allied 
industries at a senior level, with a high level of 
understanding of Supply Chain Logistics across a 
wide range of industrial sectors. 


Deloitte & 
louche 


A Management 
Cb 3 Consultants 


Key functional areas in which candidates will be 
expected to have a successful track record include 
Business Development; Marketing; Transport 
Operations and exceptional interpersonal skills 
coupled with experience of managing significant 
organisation change would be highly valued. 
This is a key appointment and as such carries an 
attractive remuneration package. 

Iarnrod Eireann is an operating subsidiary of Coras 
Iompair Eireann. Ireland’s national transport 
company and is an Equal Opportunities Employer 


Applications (quoting Ref: RF00) should be 
addressed in strictest confidence to: 

Eanna Johnson, Director, Deloitte A Touche, 
Deloitte A Touche Bouse, Earlsfort Terrace, 

Dublin 2, Ireland. 

Closing Date for Applications: 21 January 1994. 

An AMCO Member 



Executive 
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Now hi Rs thins successful year of operation. West London 
Training and Enterprise Council has become one afltw 
country's leading TECs wish annual funding in exesss of £20m. 
Its prime objective Is to stimulate economic growth by 
reorganising and straightening training and business support at 
a local level. This independent organisation is seeking an 
outstanding and experienced Marketing professional to play o 
key high profile role in shaping its marketing octMttes to 
achieve these aims. 

Your prime responsibly will be to define. Implement, review and 
refine tin marketing strategy of tin TEC. Key etements will 
undoubtedly include raising the local profBe, PR, ptibtteafians and 
common!cations. There is a need Id lead and motivate a smati 
care marketing team and also marketing specialists hi operational 
areas. This Is a role which wtO only achieve results by drawing 
maxhraim confraxjtions and development from athas. 


Prob ity a g raduate, you will be a proven strategic marketeer. 
Experienced in the total marketing mix you win already have 
led teams In organisations renowned tor creative, tightly focused 
mariwting which has created sustained growth. A leader and 
motivator, you wtfl be equally skated as a strategist and 
Implementor. Empathy with the objectives of the TEC is 
essential as is the fexfbHRy to perform in a role where stall are 
managed via direct and functional reporting links. Breadth is 
Indispensable since c broad contribution to the wider 
development at tfte TEC is expected as a member of senior 
management. 

Please send full personal and career details, including current 
remuneration level and daytime telephone number, in 
confidence to Adrian Edged, Coopers & Lybrand Executive 
Resourcing Limited. 9 Greyware Road. Reading RG11JG, 
quoting reference AE 886 on both envelope and letter. 


/ 




•Mi Cv Ur Omari, Unit 4a 


BRANCH MANAGER 

Required for West Grid branch of leading Mfddte 
East Bank. 

Gancfidates must have a minimun of 2 years 
experience of managing high value clients tram 
the Mkkfle East and their accounts. 

Fluency in Arabic is therefore essential as wefl 
as degree level qualWeatioris. 

Reply hi writing enclosing futi currieuhan vitae 
to Box No 5297 
c/o The Sunday Times 


SALES EXECUTIVES 
OTE £25/£50K 

We are ■ BMtoral me wartwt loMlara la our flaM. We 
raorira mKialM Saks ExccnttwM. 30/SB wan of m. who need 
10 earn ■ minimum of fiaUUK p.ft. ud would relith the 
appcmmtty in Join our top ntfd e we earning around CBOK pa 
O ar oKodhep work roatmamly wnn MkM DttU Ap«m». 
MraBb Ontw. School*. CtAege* and Ootf Cwm tnrowuout 
u>* UK. lor S/3 w»«ua* ■ ume. Douo Dw laat 20 yean we Haw 
uuin an uu mued reputation tar nuabdav ana performance. 
Our opemafled co ro m wrinn adwae baa oaedtent boma taatnrca 
and is available an an equal opportunity bool*. Sales 
prc mnonsl s at integrity and aMBIP dmdd find- 

JOHN CR0XALL 0253 780300 (24 HOURS). 


INTERNATIONAL SALES MANAGER 

Ow drat who is a wodd tea*® inarajiaciw ol newspaper and maoazine 

m inC,Ufle ^ UK - Continental 

Experience of the heatset priiv!imrnar£SLTL‘ h !?hlyjfompeWtve market, 
in ether the UK or EuropTRuSS^ Smi adva [rta9e, gained 

advantage. ^ a Eur °P ean language would also be an 

Our client is prepared to consider candinaioc - 

in other high value capital 056 expenen “ has 

The employment package will indurtp a 

Company car, occupational pension ^nd Sjp?”” 8 ^ expensed 

Pteane wntect Anna Q uinn on 0572 723921 or vwi te „ m w al: 

s M pi sssijsarer Scie,,cas lm 

J J^>ndon WC1R 4 He‘ 

«•--- _ To!; Q71 405 457 ^ 

Fax: 071 242 ttgc 
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THEATRE page 32 

Peter Pan flies again 


at Sadler’s Wells, 


courtesy of the Black 
Light Theatre of Prague 


ARTS 


FUNDING page 33 

Lord Palumbo hits out 


at the ’’Philistines’* in 
government who have 
made his job so difficult 



CINEMA: Geoff Brown sees Clint Eastwood put his ego on hold in the Kevin Costner tour de force A Perfect World 


Two 


I n theory, putting Clint 
Eastwood and Kevin Costner 
into the same film should be 
like going about town in two 
bowler hats: good as a stunt, 
maybe, bur a profligate use of 
resources. In his early sixties. 
Eastwood can stDl carry a film 
unaided, especially with older 
viewers; while Costner has been 
busily demonstrating his star pow¬ 
er since No Way Out and The 
Untouchables six years ago. Put 
them together in A Perfect World 
and which do you watch? Who do 
you root for? 

The stay makes the decision 
easy. Eastwood, a Texas Ranger, is 
first seen in Dallas with his feet on 
a desk, embroiled cm the phone. 
Later he gets out and about, 
tracking his prey through the state, 
but the image establishes his 
subservient role. 

Costner, however, with his hair 
brushed back and cigarette dan¬ 
gling, is action man from the word 
go. He escapes from prism on 
Hallowe’en night in 1963, three 
weeks away from JFK’s assassins.- 


into one film will go 


A Perfect World 

Warner West End 
15.138 mins 
Costner and Eastwood 
Costner wins 


King of the Hill 


igc 

MGM Shaftesbury 
Avenue, 12,109 mins 
Touching memoir of a 
Depression childhood 


Despera 

warne 


te Remedies 

amer West End 
15.92 mins 
High camp from 
New Zealand 


Late Si 


te spring 

Renoir, 108 mins 
Ozu's moving 
domestic drama 


Shooting the shooting, Clint Eastwood dons his director's hat while still wearing his sheriffs stetson, as Kevin Costner plays the renegade in the flawed, but nonetheless impressive A Perfect World i 


non. He kidnaps a seven-year-old' 
boy. He shoots his hothead partner 
dead in a field. "1 ain’t a good roan," 
he explains at one point “I ain’t die 
worst, neither. Just a breed apart” 

This is the kind of loner role 
Eastwood might have played him¬ 
self 20 years ago: a hardened 
criminal from a broken home, who 
finds unlikely companionship with 
the boy scooped up from a Jeho¬ 
vah’S Witness family: "Guys like 
us, Philip, we gonna be on our 
own." 

As they take to the back roads 
and elude the law, the inexperi¬ 
enced boy. wonderfully played by 
TJ. Lowther. comes to treat the 
tadrurn Costner as a surrogate 


father. Fbr all the widescreen 
vistas, the road-movie thrills and 
spills. A Perfect World is at its best 
when the scale is intimate, one on 
one. 

For Ms part, Eastwood goes in 
pursuit with the vim of a weary 
professional equipped with a high- 
tech mobile trailer, three redneck 
deputies and a siDy lady criminolo¬ 
gist (Laura Dern) dragged into the 
script as the female interest. Since 
Eastwood is also the film's director, 
die perfunctory nature of his own 
character must be by design. This is 
Costner's film, Costner's story, and 
oik of Costners best performances; 
you can only admire Eastwood's 
grariousness in making way. 

At the end of the day. though, the 
blinding star power of A Perfect 
World does bring problems. In 
theory, John Lee Hancock's script 
would have packed a greater punch 
if the fihn had been shorter, tauter, 
smaller. With Eastwood and 
Costner attached, the drama mean¬ 
ders and gets heavily inflated at the 
end But nobody should wish diem 


absent, for without their presence 
this flawed, thoughtful almost 
sombre film — a most curious 
choice for a Christmas release — 
might never have been made. 

If the name of the director of 
King of die HID were anything 
other than Steven Soderbergh, it 
would probably have received 
kinder treatment from the critics at 
Cannes fois year. As it was, the air 
out with yawns and sniffs of 


In truth, this richly coloured tale 
/ear-old 


of a plucky 12-year-old wanting off 
the Depression takes die director of 
sex, lies and videotape perilously 
dose to the Hollywood main¬ 
stream. But his handling is so sure 
and fonder dial you never drown in 
cliches. 

Soderbergh needed to rebuild his 
career. After the storm of praise for 
sex, lies, his second feature Kafka, 
shot in Prague with Jeremy Irons, 
was barely released and has still 
not emerged in Britain. However, 
with AE. Hotchners autobio¬ 
graphical memoir, he has bitten 


into something simple, solid and 
fell of resonance. 

At the centre is Aaron, living with 
his family in 1933 in a seedy 
St Louis hotel, whose wallpaper 
even caps the hideous decor of the 
Barton Fink hotel. Father (Jeroen 
Krabte) scrapes a living selling 
door-to-door; mother (Lisa 
Eichhom) suffers from nerves and 
consumption. Eventually Aaron 
must fend for himself against 
hunger, eviction, and the dangers 
at a transient hold. 

Atone in his room, Aaron eats an 
imaginary banquet covering the 
plates with lustrations cut from a 
recipe. Across the hall Spalding 
Gray's Mr Mungo, once a man of 
wealth, .nurses his sorrows with 
alcohol, prostitutes and a cane 
made of rhinoceros bora. 
Soderbergh's tapestry of Roose¬ 
velt’s America comes dipped in 
nostalgic hues, yet the detail re¬ 
mains vivid, and Jesse Bradford's 
no-nonsense portrayal of the nim¬ 
ble, imaginative hero keeps the film 
unsentimental at heart 


Indeed, Aaron proves so spry 
and observant that you feel he 
should have been scorched by the 
crurible of the 1930s and become a 
great writer. Instead, he grew into 
Hofohner, Hemingway chum. Cos¬ 
mopolitan scribe, biographer of 
Doris Day and Sophia Loren: an 
admirable fellow, no doubt but 
hardly the author of that Great 
American Novel. 

The only new release with a 
touch of the festive spirit is Desper¬ 
ate Remedies, and the exhausting 
gay abandon of this New Zealand 
film is scarcely to everybody's taste. 
Excess and artifice rate in a 19th- 
century colonial setting, a town 
called Hope where Dorothea, a 
drapery merchant lands herself in 
an emotional stew trying to marry 
offheropium-addfctea sister, court¬ 
ing the despair of her own female 
companion. 

This is a film dressed to kfll. The 
lordly Dorothea (Jennifer Ward- 
LeaJand) goes for scarlet dresses 
and headscarves; fireside flames 
echo the colour. Characters conduct 


[beaded 

windows, suffocating veils, swirls 
of mist and all the other props of 
fanciful movie melodrama. The 
talk is high-fahttin' fWe are all 
strangers in this land called love"); 
the music loud, lush and incessant 

Stewart Main and Peter Wells, 
the tyro directors, earn high marks 
for exuberance and poaching from 
the best models, the Visconti of 
Senso, Sizk and Welles. But they 
have made a clever stylistic exer¬ 
cise, not a film that lives and 
breathes. The artifice proves so 
extreme and unvaried that within 
25 minutes I was gasping for fresh 
air, praying the soundtrack's oper¬ 
atic compost would die down. 
Camp followers and cultists ex¬ 
cepted, you may need your own 
desperate remedies: earplugs, or 
even the exit door. 

Quiet returns with Late Spring, 
another highlight of the wonderful 
Ozu season currently underway 
(until January 6) at the Renoir 
Cinema. For newcomers to the 
Japanese master, this may be a less 


immediately attractive film tha 
Tokyo Story: the story it tells, abov 
a dutiful daughter who escbevi 
■life wit 


marriage for life with her widowe 
father, is smaller, slighter, mor 
confined in its settings. Yet Lai 
Spring, made in 1949. still convey 
a special inner glow that few otht 
directors can create; and it shows t 
perfection the acting skills of two t 
Ozu's favourite performers, Chish 
Ryu and Setsuko Hara. 

Look calmly, look intently, an 
you see daily life transfigured b 
Ozu's gaze. A train journey, a bflj 
ride, foe heavy breathing of sleej 
toenails being cut, an apple bein 
peeled: each act takes on an alma 
religious significance. 

This is also a story rooted in i» 
time and place. Along the roadsic 
a "Drink Coca-Cola" sign loom 
while one of the heroine’s mai 
friends is approvingly compared t 
Gary Coopen Ozu was alwaj 
concerned about the America! 
isation of postwar Japan. If yo 
seek pure cinematic bliss over ff 
holidays, Ozu is the only answer. 


THEATRE UNDER ATTACK: A lone Serbian playwright tackles the war; a beleaguered English touring company goes to schools 


Fiddling 

while 

homes 

bum 


T he front is only a few 
hours away, but Bel¬ 
grade's theatres are 
packed. The Serbian capital's 
middle classes want to laugh, 
cry or wallow in historical 
dramas, but even if they cared 
to they would be unable to see 
anything about the war on 
their doorsteps. With one ex¬ 
ception. Dark is the Night, by 
Alexander FPpovic, Serbia's 
best-known playwright, has 
proved a runaway success by 
touching a raw nerve. 

Set in 1991. the play has 
students demonstrating 
against President Slobodan 
Milosevic, but not against the 
war. A typical middle-class 
Belgrade family is suddenly 
plunged into agonies because 
one of the boys receives his 
call-up papers. Should he go 
or should he run? Tens of 
thousands of young men flea 
Serbia that year rather than 
fight Croatia but others, such 
as foe play’s Manqjlo, decided 
to "do their patriotic duty". _ 
At the front, Manpjlos unit 
spots something moving in a 
Geld. He fires and hits his leg. 
which he loses. The cow in foe 
field moves on. 

“It's absurd." says Egon 
Savin, the director. “It's a 
metaphor for the whole war. 
The play is a success because 
much of middle-class Bel¬ 
grade went through the same 
dark night in 1991. But Dark is 
the Night only touches on the 
war. It provides a backdrop 
for a domestic drama. The 



The National Theatre in Belgrade, where houses are always packed but profits slim 


play does not take a stand, it 
only captures a moment in 
history-" 

Lazar Suganovic. play¬ 
wright and critic, says his 
colleagues are afraid and con¬ 
fused. “It will be tike Viet¬ 
nam." he says- “Americans 
only started making serious 


Sims about foe war ten years 
after it was all over." 


Stojanovic is an anti-war 
activist He says that there are 
no plays that confront Serbia* 
ware head-on. be cause play¬ 
wrights are as susceptible to 
nationalism as everyone else 
and just as confused and 
defensive. Savin says: “If we 
foought one side was guilty we 

would have said so. But we 

don’t say that” 

Stqjanovic compares foe sit¬ 
uation in Serbia to Nazi 
Germany between 1933 and 
1939. "I feel hopeless. It would 
be like trying to pul on a play 
in favour of the Jews. People 
do not want to see that—they 
are brainwashed.” 


Directors do not have to 
wrestle with censorship, but 
this does not mean that they 
need not worry about the 
political content of their plays. 
Javan Cirflov, foe director of 
die Yugoslav Drama Theatre, 
says todays politicians have 
no interest in drama. How¬ 
ever, his theatre, like most big 
ones, survives on government 
subsidies, so it would be 
unwise to bite foe hand thar 
feeds it Directors must also 
keep a beady eye on foe 
extreme nationalists who have 

set the Serbian political agen¬ 
da for the past few years. 

When the National Theatre 
staged a life of St Sava, 
Serbia's patron saint, it made 
foe mistake of putting on a 
play about the man rather 
titan a hagiography. St Sava 
was depicted not only as 
promiscuous tea, to add insuit 
to injury, foe play implied that 
he was bisexual. Violent neo- 
fesrist demonstrators put an 
end to foe production. The 


theatre win not make the same 
mistake again. 

Another unpleasant feet of 
fife is that, despite full houses, 
Serbia’s theatres are like foe 
rest of foe country, in a state of 
financial collapse. Inflation is 
predicted to hit 250,000 per 
cent for December alone. Ad¬ 
vertisements note that the 
price of tickets is unknown 
until purchased. Small the¬ 
atres tike the Cult, where Dark 
is the Night is being staged, 
convert their nightly takings 
into black market German 
marks as soon as possible but, 
for bigger theatres under 
stricter financial control, this 
is more difficult. 

Ctrifov says he is forced to 
put his dinar takings into the 
bank, where thar value melts 
as fast as snowballs on a 
summer's day. One actress 
said her monthly salary paid 
for a taxi home — once a 
month. 


TIM Judah 


Survival becomes child’s play 


G etting children to 
empathise with Fattst. 
the ultimate gothic 
moral tale, is not easy. But the 
audience of 12-year-olds at foe 
Shaw Theatre, in north 
London, were hooked in the 
first few moments, when Faust 
fulminated against his aca¬ 
demic life: "what do I teach 
these stupid arses?" he asked, 
and answered himself (to 
cheers): “Merely that teaching 
is absurd." 

This is foe English Shake¬ 
speare Company as it hopes 
you will get used to it — the 
company needs £150.000 in 
sponsorship. The ESC5 ro¬ 
bust presentation of foe 
classics to audiences aged 
from eight to 14 has been a hil 
with boh teachers and child¬ 
ren. Last week the company 
mailed information about next 
year's schools workshops to 
7500 secondary schools, and 
in three days had 44 bookings. 

This Faust is not the epic 
production of Goethe’s work 
that ESC artistic director 
Michael Bogdanov had 
planned to tour in foe new 
year, but its children’s com¬ 
panion. now the only vestige of 
a complex touring scheme. 

Bogdanov says: Tw just 
had to give back E600.000 on 
the large-scale tour’ — which 
had been rescued by sponsor¬ 
ship from the tourism mag¬ 
nate Michael Edwards when 
foe Arts Council decided to 
stump up only £290,000 — 
“because we haven't got the 
money © run the company 
and barnstorm and chuck 
things at audiences the way we 
should. But we can do it 
through the education and 
community programme.” 

The ESC is abandoning foe 
large-scale touring it was set 
up to do, seven years ago by 
Bogdanov and Michael Ben¬ 


nington. Then, with the Nat¬ 
ional and the RSC leaving a 
gap in robust classical touring 
productions, the ESC stepped 
in with foe Henry series, to 
vnunuted acclaim. 

But, with foe Arts Council 
switching funding arrange¬ 
ments. new competition from 
the RSC and National for the 
audiences, and venues being 
less bold in their guarantees, 
the numbers have not added 
up. Last March, the frustrat¬ 
ing Arts Council negotiations 
ted to the departure of 
Pennington. “People think 
switching to education is a 
copout but this is where we 
truly believe the best work 
needs to be done now," says 
Carole Winter, who set up the 
company’s education depart¬ 
ment three years ago. 

Bogdanov has always said 
that the ESC would have a 
limited useful life. But he is 


bitter at having had to consid¬ 
er its premature demise. In¬ 
stead, he is redoubling the 
education effort, unsub¬ 
sidised. Next year there will be 
a study of Shakespearean 
lovers in Fair P(qy?; a Hamlet 
adapted for seven to 11-year- 
olds; foe IBM Key Stages 
company which works along¬ 
side teachers in schools; a 
teachers’ development course, 
and a puppet Macbeth. 

In its short life the education 
department has had swift 
success with its 70 perfor¬ 
mances a year, as well as 
workshops and lectures. The 
audience 1 joined was not foe 
largest in the ESCs current 
tour of The Fantastical 
legend of Dr Faust —just 120 
—but it made up for the lack of 
numbers with vocal response. 

In this presentation. Faust 
inhabits a netherworld of gro¬ 
tesque puppets, sometimes 


three times life-size, Since r 
tour started in September, ft 
production has been seen t 
15.000 youngsters, and it r- 
sumes after Christmas wit 
Lebanon and. possibly 
Germany on the itinerary. 

The response has been « 
thusiastic. At Ashton-unde 
Lyne, Greater Mancheste 
the show’s director, Ka 
Beales, asked a nine-year-ol 
what he foought of an act: 
making love to a lifesize ptq 
pet “He said it was stup» 
because foe girl was only 14 
She is now a more credible 1 
In Middlesbrough the diili 
ren turned the show into 
pantomime, booing Mephi 
topheles and chming tf 
Archangel “But at foe end 
says Peter Holdaway. wh 
plays Faust “there was toe 
silence." 


Simon Tat 
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32 ARTS 


LONDON 

THESKTCBH. A bat opportuWyto 
enjoy ttu&maQidAcari choir before 
Crtnstmaa as they perlorm Bach's 
Stage* tfcwi harm and Christmas 
CYaKtao, parts four rosix Harry 
Chrtetopherg conducts, wffli Camwre 
Bot50craixxCatfterlnaWynHFtog^ 
connate and Mark Padmtre. tenor. 

St John's, SroKh Square, SW1 (071- 
2221061]. Tonght, 730pm. 

SQOTVS WORLD CRUISE: A perfect 
dolradwi (or the traitec ywng avs. 
The towabte character who has been 
on tetevtson longer than anyore abe 
brings his friends to London tor three 
woqKa. 

Btoo mab ury. Gordon SWff. WC 1 
(071-3879629). Today and tomorrow. 

11.30am aid 3pm. nwi week, deiy 

3pm plus wed* ll^0am.THlJan7B 

BOBWtLBS1:Theffagn«lc 
ctarmemst and samptanct mho,«dth 
John Barry, wra rosfxmstjte tor the 
gpterxM wax®** far COfvota'* JTw 
CoBon Cft*. performs tonight with 
Loris Armstrong dsdp*e Kerry Baker. 
Ptaza on the Pak. 11 Kntghl^ridga. 
SW1 (071-335SS50) Tonlgm. two sets 
•aatiog al 9.30pm. 


□ ASPECTS OF LOVE Andrew Uoyd 
Webber now has a* musette rumtag 
concurrently as thb ona returns tar a 
short revival Not ora oltha beat. 

Prince g* wares. Coventry SL WC2 
(071-8395972]. Mon-SaL 7 45pm. mats 
Wed and SaL 3pm. Dec 24.3pm only. 

□ THE BFG: Roald DahTa Big Frtendy 
Gam mates ho seasonally lestira csB 
on London. 

Albory, St Martin'a Lane, WC2 (071 - 
8671115). Mon 7pm; Tue-Prl. 2pm and 
7pm: Sal 1 lem, 230pm, 7pm Dec 24: 
11 am and 2 30pm only 

B CAROUSEL- Tuneful Rodgas and 
Harnmemtein musical extravaganza 
Stiafusatmry. Shetleehury Awoua. 

WC? (071-3795399). MorvSm. 7.30pm. 
mats Wed. Sat, 2.30pm. Dec 24: 

2.30pm only Q 

□ JANE EYRE AlwsnOa Mattie and 
Tm Pigori-Small in the vwdWtnwm 
romantic maioesama. Fay We+don 
adapts. Helena Kait-Hawson cfirects. 
Playhouse, Northumberland Aw. WC2 
(071 -839 44011. Mon-Sat, 7.45pm: mats 
Thurs. Sa» 3pm Dec 24:3pm only, fi 

□ FOREVER PLAID: Genial and wttSv 
performed homage to the kw-part 
harmony groups of the 1950s. 

ApoBo. Shaftesbury Avenue. W1 (071- 
494 50701. Mon-Thure, 8pm. Fa Sat 
833pm: rnatfl FA SaL 6pm. Dec 24. 

6pm erBy (hall price) Dec 27 and 28, 
6pm and 8 30pm 

O AN MSPECTOR CALLS: Stephan 
Dak*y' s marvelously re-bnagined 
verson ol PnesOey s sodd Buffer. 
Aidwych, AHwych. WC2 (071 -838 
6404) Man-Fn, 7.45pm: SaL 5pm and 
8.15pm: mar Wed. 2 30pm No peri 
Dec 27. Q 

□ LOOKING THROUGH A GLASS 
ONION: John waters stars m his own 
rruucal utvte to John Lennon, and 
comes remarkably dose to conwyng 
tvs mysterious. II chaotic, charm. 
Criterion, Ptccadly Circus, W1 (071- 
839 4488). Tonight, 8pm No perl Dec 
24,27,28. Dec 29. X: 5pm and 8pm: 
Jan 1.6pm 

D MEDEA: Jonathan Kent dtacla Ihe 
magntami Diana Rigg In Eutides'a 
tragedy of a woman's revenge 


NEW RF1 FARES 

CINEMA PARADiSO: THE SPECIAL 
EDITION (PG): Longer, interior version 
ol Giuseppe Tomalore's Oscar-winrar 
about Ihe He end loves of a Solon boy 
projecuorisL Metro (071-437 0757) 

THE METEOR HAN (PG): IMd 
Washington taachar lums superhero aid 
deans up the oomnunity. Bland. 
risheveHed. vraft-meantng fantasy from 
writer-director-star Robert Towmsend. 
Electric fi (071-792 2020) 

♦ ROBIN HOOD: MBUN TIGHTS 
(PG). Unfunny, outdated Sherwood 
Forest spool tom Mei Brooks, with 
Cary Ehras. Roger Rees, ftchard Louts. 
MGMk Chelsea (071-35250961 
Orford Street (07 T-636 0310) Odeoiw: 
Kensington (0426 914666} Swiss 
Cottage (0426 914098) West End 
(D42&815574) U« Whltetoys B (071- 
792 3332) 

CURRENT 

♦ ADOAMS FAHB.Y VALUES (PG): 
Overfeiwm sequel ol chaos In America's 
mou macabre household, unth good 
stretches Win Raul Jute and Ar+ffca 
Huston, tfcectar. Barry SoraierfekL 
Empire (071 -497 9999) MGMs: Baker 
Street (071-S3S 9772) FUtwm Road 
(071-370 2836) TrocaderoB (071 -434 
0031) Screen/Green (071-226 3520) 
UC1 WMMaysfi (071-792 3332) 

♦ ALADDIN (U): Dfirwya brash 
Arabian cartoon does nol match 
expedabons. though Robin wname' 
Gene K fun 

Barbican fi (071 -838 8891) MOMk 
C hateau (071-352 50961 Oxtord Street 
(071 -638 0310) Odeons: Kensington 
(0426 914.366) Leicester Square 10426- 
9156831 Marble Arch 10426914501) 
Swiss Cottaga (0426 914098) Ua 
Whttetoys fi (071 -792 33321 


TODAY’S EVENTS 


A dally guide to arts 
®td enter tai nment 
compiled by Kris Anderson 


ELSEWHERE 

GLASGOW- YouVe seen Die movie, 
you may not yet have Ihe video but you 
can aia enjoy I to person: The Hard 6 
World otAladdhi is brought to the 
stage starring Joe McFadden as the 
Garre, plus Gwynctti Guthrie, Andrew 
Fe rte, Jac kie Fond and Brenda 
Cochrane. 

Mtchef. Granvfle Saoet (041-227 
5511). Today UM Dbg 31,230 and 
7^0pm.unujani5.G 

GUILDFORD A mere tradBonaL if ncl 

necs3sarfy more brainy, verson of 
JA4. Barrie's tale of the Ittie boy who 
never grew up ton trial gtmmg in 
London ai Ihe moment. ths year's 
extravaganza stare TojrahWtacoK as 
Pater Pan. Brian Blessed aa Captain 
Hook and teren Clegg as WBndy. 
Yvonne ArnautL MUfarook (0483 


THEATRE GUIDE 


Jeremy Kingston's asses 
of theatre showing hr Ux 

■ House hril, returns onty 
B Same seels available 
□ Seats at all prices' 


Wyndham'a, Chains Cross Road. 

WC2 (071-8671116). Mon-Fri, 8pm; Sat. 
830pm; mats, Sal 5 JOpm No perf 
Dec 24 and 27. 

B OLEANNA: Power, poKtas and 
pinshment a an American unhmsty. 
Great pertormwioes by David Suchet 
and Lia WDBams In HaoM Rnfer’s 
production of David Mamafs play. 

Duk« of York's, St Moth's Larw. 

WC2 (071-836 5122). MorvSaL 750pm-. 
mats Thurs, 3pm and Sal, 4pm. No pari 
Doc24.fi 

BONE KAN: BecHying 
pariormanoos by Seven Beritofl in Hhrae 
soto placas: Poe's TvSate Hoe*t, Actor 
and Dog. Iw htertoua. chWng maw ol He 
as seen by a lager lout's totmwilar. 
Garrick. Charing Cross Road (071-494 
5040) Mon-Set, 8pm. No peri Dec 24. 

□ PETER PAN: Eliack Ughl Theatre of 
Prague pramkras its latest show using 
4ve actors, puppets and Hying otXects. 
-Barrie's (anytste sounds e nmrel 
subject. See revtaw, ngliL 

Sadler's Weds, Ftosabery Avenue, 

ECl 1071-2788918). Tor*#, 7pm; Dec 
2*FJen 2,3pm and 7pm. Urtl Jan 849 

□ PIAF: Elaina Paige m pomriui voka 
as the Parisian sparrow. The play Itsetl 
a ra ttier tea thai marvelous. 

PfcxarSUy, Derman Street W1 (071- 
8671118). Mon-SaL 8(vn; mars Wad 
(Lorraine Bnnino) and Sol 3pm. Dec 
24,3pm only. 

□ RELATIVE VALUES: Susan 
Hampshire, Sara Crowe and Aiaon 
Ffeka St CouoRfs Nwbhtth but clever 
comedy. Tm LuscomOedreds. 

Sarny. Strand. WC2 (071-838 8888). 
Mon-Sot, 7.45pm; mats Wed and Sbl 
3pm. Extra mat today end Dec30, 

3pm: no pert Dec 24,31.fi 


CINEMA GUIDE 


Geoff Brawn's amassment of 
flbna in London and (where 
krdkatotf wftft tho symbol ♦ ) 
on release across the country 


AMERICAN HEART (IS): Father and 
son hh the Seenie streets. WeS-meenng 
social drama ton draaor Martin Bell: 
with Jeff Bridges and Edward Furlong 
OdeonHay ma rt re t (0436915353) 

♦ DAVE (15)- The US Presktort's 
looka&a takas over. Ivan Redman's 
begullng comic fantasy, with Kevin 
Kine and Sgounay Weaver. 

MGMs: Fidham Road (071 -370 2636) 
TrocaderoB (071-434 003IJlKt 
WMtotoye B (071-792 3332) Wwner 
0(071-437 4343) 

♦ DEMOLITION MAN (15): Sylvester 
SlaBone versus Wealey Snipe8 in 21$t 
century LA. Maroo BrambHa's satirical 
B ovwtaiown acton romp. 

MGMk Futham Roadfi (071 -370 
2838) Oxlord Street (071-636 0310) 
TrocaderoB (071-134 0031) (JCI 
WhBetays 8(071-792 3332) Warner Q 
(071-4374343) 

♦ THE FUGITIVE (12): 1900s 
Wevtatan senes roars beck to Me with 
Hamson tod and Tommy Lae Jones; 
chector, AfKfcww Davis. 

MGMk Fulham Road (071-370 2636) 
Ojdorf Street (071-636 0310) 
TrocaderoB (071-434 0031) UCI 
WMteleysfilori-792 3332) Wtonwfi 
(071-4374343) 

♦ THE MAN WITHOUT A FACE 112) 
Scarred rpekee tutors a young outcast 
Ckieasy drama vrih something to say 
ton director-si ar Md Gibson. 


80181). Today, Dec 27 and Jan 1: 

1 lam, 3pm and 7pm. Tomorrow, and 

Dec 2M1:230 and 7pm.fi 

CHELTBMAM: The Broadway hfl 
Annie has arrived in imo for its seasonal 
tale of good end love triumphing over 
avi with the help of the (abiriously rich 
Daddy Wartmcks ol course. Directed 
by Martin Hougfnon and Stulfa Mander. 
Everyman Theatre, Regcrt Street 
(0242572573). Today, mi and Dec27- 
3T 2pmand 7pm UntiUan15.fi 

LONDON BA11.ERIES 

BartskAn: The London Group (071-638 
4141) ..British Museum: Dates and 
Dwottorc: Hhdu art: Kawanabe Kvsosi 
(071-638 1555).. FeattedKaUBrace 
Chatwin'a Photographs (071-928 
3002)... National Portrait Gaiary: 
The Portrait Now. Thornes EakJna (071- 
306 0(55) ■ ■ • Nafforal GMtary. Ken KtfT 
(071-8393321)... Royal Academy 
of Arts: Drewinsjs from the J.Pai Getty 
Museum (071-433 7436]... 

Ser p e u d u e . Wchard Wentworth (071- 
402 6075)... Tate-Ben Mchotson; 
Turner's Vignettes (077-887 8008) ... 
Victoria * Atert Gates ol Mystery: 
Russian icons; 150 Yeans c4 the 
Chnatmas Card (071-338 ffiOQ. 


□ THE SCHOOL FOR WIVES: Ian 
McDtannld as Amoiphe end Emm 

r^krMoMre-arfte^^ccmaSL*^ 
AtanaWe, Ataneida SL N1 (071-358 
4404). Mon-Sat, 8pm; mat Set, 4pm. No 
peri Dec 24-27 and Dec 31-O0r3.fi 

B »E STOOPS TO CONQUB1: 
Donald Stodoi, Um Margdyec and 
Qauid Essex h Bstor Hairs tamo/ of Ihe 
ev e rg ree n Gadsmtin comedy. 

Queens, Shaftestuy Avenue, W1 
(071-494 5041). Mon-SaL 730pm; mat 
Sm, 280pm. Dec 24,3pm only; Dec 
28.3pmcnd7A5pm.fi 

B THE TWO GENTLBNEN OF 
VERONA- The sperida has laded ton 
David Thacker's loulng production, n 
London uVII Janua^ 15. 

Theatre Royal, HaymsReL SWt (071- 
930 8800). Mon-SaL 7 30pm; mats Wed 
and Sal, 3pm. to today and Dec 30. 
3pm. No perfa Dec 24.31. 

LONG RUNNERS 

□ Blood Brothers: PhoenU (071-867 
1044)... □ Buddy:VictoriaPaiaca 
(071-8341317)... B OMK New 
London (071-405 0072)... B Crazy tor 
You: Pnnee Edward (071-734 8951) 

... BDoot Dress fbrDbner 
Duchess (Q71-494 5070)... B toe 
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THEATRE: Jeremy Kingston reviews the new show from the Black Li ght T heatre of Prague 

Hooked on flying in the dark 


5045)... ■Greoae: Dominion (071 - 
580 8845)... B Hot Shift Centoridge 
( 071-494 5 040)... M J oseph and l he 
Amazing Teclm l coior Drearecoat: 
Padadum (071494 5037)... B LAS 
MMreMei: Pataca (071-434 
0909)... B Mbs Saigon: Theetra 
Royal, Dnay Lane (071-494 
5408)... U The Mousetrap: 51 
Martin's(071-8361443)... ■The 
Phantom of the Opera: Her Majesty's 
(071-494 5400}... B SterfigM 
Express. Apaflo Vicuna (071-828 
8885)... B SuwatBoutovard: 
Adatahl ThMIre (071*84400B6)... 

□ Travels Whh My Aunt WNtehal 
(071-8871119).. .□The Woman to 
Btodc Fbrtune (071-836 2238) 

Ticket Mcsmation suppled by Society 
of Wear End Theatre 
Performance and opentogttmtt 

may vary during the Christmas 

period—pieeee checkbox-offices. 


BarWcanfi (071-638 8891) MGMs: 
Chelsea (07i-3S25096)Shaflesbiai 


Peter Pan 

Sadler’s Wells 


BARRIE’S play begins and ends in a 
bedroom and is much concerned with 
flying, of which Freud had something 
to say. So it is logical to present the 
bulk of the tale as a dream, and the 
theatrical style of Jiri Smec’s Black 
Light Theatre of Prague lends itself to 
dream imagery. 

Actors and objects dart about the 
stage in ultra-violet light against a 
blade background that makes it impos¬ 
sible to see other actors dressed and 
hooded in blade velvet These actors lift 
die inanimate objects, and the visible 
actors too, turning them upside down 
or rapidly wrapping them in a black 
cloth so that they abruptly vanish. 
Dream effects take place before your 
waking ^yes- 

Sadlers Wells commissioned this 
production after fbe company's success 
here last year with Alice in Wonder¬ 
land. Srnec remains closer to the 
original Barrie than he did to the 
Carroll, where he built on the image of 
painting white rose-trees red to attack 
the destructive nature of communism. 

But though the company is as 
dexterous as ever, and Smec’s ideas 
can be engaging and humorous, this 
version of Barrie's play is less enthrall¬ 
ing than the original, and often hard to 
follow. Children should be told the 
story beforehand: a synopsis is printed 
in the programme: But in spite of 
knowing the sequence of events pretty 
well myself, I was still flummoxed by 
the presence of some knee-high mop¬ 
headed dolls who hop around Wendy 
and her brothers, and must have been 
the Lost Boys. 

While there is music — and a jazz 
violin is the odd choice to accompany 
the Edwardian-dressed Darling par¬ 
ents— no words are spokem So some 
of tire conflicts have to be laboriously 



Touchfe Peter Pan (Martin Rehacek) clashes with Hook (Vladimir Kubicek); while the crocodile looks on 


signed, yet others are never explained. 
How exactly are the Red Indians and ' 
Tiger lily involved?. What is the 
function of the three dancing bears? 
Why are Peter and Captain Hook at 
odds? Wendy (Katerina Rejmanova) 
and her siblings dance a lot. and now 
and then she and Peter go up in the air. 
But the best moment of levitation is 
Peters teasing of Hook from the top of 
a curtain; and Hook’s vain attempt to 
daw him down. On other occasions it 


is difficult to be certain if someone is in 
the air or merely perched on higher 
ground. The children learn nothing, 
and Peter, though a dashing sprite as 
played by Martin Rehacek, is no mote 
than a wiki woodland creature (with 
oak leaves for wings). He cannot 
suggest the original's numbed yet 
wistful sense that something is missing 
from his life. 

As in other Srnec productions, 
inanimate objects do strange things. 


even before dreamland is entered. The 
grandfather dock unhinges to become 
a bed; spoons and other long objects 
float out of small containers; and the 
crocodile, in five separate scaly parts, 
is a splendid creation, who hdpfiilly 
opens itself up to show us Hook's 
undigested hand in its bowels. Vladi¬ 
mir Kubicek’s Hook, looking like King 
Charles fl on add. has the makings of 
a cunning villain, if only we knew 
better what he was up to. 


OPERA IN NEW YORK: Jamie James on the Met’s anniversary tributes to two great voices 
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♦ THE SECRET GARDEN (U): 
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marotrearufcfeul lor director Agnieszka 
Hotend. 
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♦ SLEEPLESS IN SEATTLE (PG): 
Smart but rdjganl romantic comedy 
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MGMK Balter Shoal (071-935 9772) 
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Cottage (0426 914096) Waal End 
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THIS season marks the 25th anniver¬ 
sary of the Metropolitan Opera debuts 
of Pladdo Domingo and Ludano 
Pavarotti, now the only names that can 
guarantee the company sold-out 
houses. In order to keep the superstar 
tenors happy — and of course their 
hordes of fans — the Met gave each of 
them a new production of a Verdi 
opera never before performed there: 
StiffsLio for Domingo and I Lombardi 
for Pavarotti. Both were conducted by 
the Mel's artistic director, Janies 
Levine. 

Stiffelio was unquestionably the 
stronger of the two. The production 
was handsome and meticulously pre¬ 
pared, and confirmed that the work is 
major Verdi. The Met performances 
were the first to use a new critical 
edition of the score, which appeared to 
differ vay little from that used by the 
Royal Opera in its production last 
January. 

The new edition restores the hard 
edges of Piave’s libretto, which deals 
with the taboo theme of a sexual liaison 
between a Protestant parson’s wife and 
a nobleman. The complex vocal writ¬ 
ing and sophisticated orchestration 
frequently anticipate Verdi’s middle 
masterpieces of the 1850s; on the basis 
of these performances it is reasonable 
to consider Stiffelio not as a transition¬ 
al work but rather as the beginning of 
the composer’s maturity. 

Domingo was in good vocal form in 
the name part, though he was singing 
slightly sharp. He played the cuck¬ 
olded divine in a dignified, perhaps 
overly subdued manner, but nonethe¬ 
less provided the emotional weight 
needed to anchor the drama. 



Ludano Pavarotti (left) and Pladdo Domingo: this autumn the two 
tenors were celebrating the 25th anniversary of their Met debuts 


Sharon Sweet’s performance as the 
sinful Una bolstered her reputation as 
the coming Verdian soprano The voice 
is rich and. seamless, with a particular¬ 
ly lovely bottom range. Her Act II aria 
“Ah dalli scanni eterei” (addressed 
with typical Verdian morbidity to her 
dead mother} was superbly sung. 
Vladimir Chernov performed the role 
of Stankar with the musical finesse and 


authoritative demeanour that he is 
wont to bring to the Verdian father 
roles. 

The production, directed by 
Giancarlo del Monaco, was thorough¬ 
ly traditional. And except far their 
large scale and advanced technology, 
Michael Scotrs designs appeared very 
much like something that Verdi him¬ 
self might have seen on the stage. 


The premiere of I Lombardi, on the 
other hand, was a muddle. Pavarotti 
acquitted himself well enough vocally 
in tiie role of Oronte, especially in the 
ghost aria of the last act Originally, he 
was to have been borne into the scene 
by a host of angels. But at the dress 
rehearsal the Spectacle provoked such 
widespread tittering that the angels 
were scrapped, and he simply walked 
on with his usual serene gravity. 

Samuel Ramey was superb as the 
evil brother Pagana the sort of role he 
does best, his diction as eloquent and 
web-pointed as ever. Otherwise, the 
evening offered long stretches of bad 
singing. Aprile Miffo as Giselda was 
wobbly and excruciatingly flat, while 
1 Bruno Beccaria barked arid brayed his 
way through the part of Arvino. 

The production was the long-await¬ 
ed Met debut of Mark Tamos, who has 
gained a formidable reputation in 
America as an innovative stage direc¬ 
tor. This Lombardi, however, seemed 
to be almost devoid of ideas. Singers 
stood in a row faring the audience, 
while choristers flapped banners at 
moments of high emotion: that was 
about it It was much commented that 
Lamos was saddled with the famously 
undirectable Pavarotti, but Oronte is 
the smallest of the principal parts, and 
even the big choruses had a flat, 
aimless quality to them. John 
Conklin’s sets looked cheap, which 
they assuredly were not, and Dunya 
Raimcova’s costumes were ugly camp. 

For an institution which sees its chief 
role as being hat of a curator. Stiffelio 
and J Lombardi were essential under¬ 
takings for the Met; the company has 
at least done web by one of them. 
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S ° Aen, Lord 

ftJumbo - or nearly. 
At home" for a final 
press lunch earlier this week, 
the chairman of the Arts 
2 >un ” L , leaves in 

JSSl* 6 * W* critics over 
Christmas, pudding. Served 
°y wniie-filoved waiters and 
rounded off with cigars, it was 
a pleasant affair. Nothing, 
perhaps, befits the Arts Cou£ 
™ s . present chairman so 
jnudi as the manner of his 
leaving..We may not see his 
Uke again; we certainly wont 
see such hospitality. 

Somehow, in ’ between 
mouthfuls of fine wine, one 
found it difficult to muster 
much pity for the man who 
oas been thoroughly, and 
sometimes viciously, de¬ 
bunked in the British press 


Last lunch for a chastened chairman 


over recent months. (If it is 
any consolation to the fringe 
theatre director, bearing the 
brum of die Arts Council 
budget cut, lunch came out of 
Lord Palumbo's own pocket) 
But the chairman was not 
asking for pity. He was in 
reflective mood — not apolo¬ 
getic, not angry. It had been a 

hard year, he said, but he had 

always been determined not 
to take things personally. 

The underlying tone could 
be described as bitter, how¬ 
ever. As he cones to the end of 

his five-year tenureship (like 
Sir Norman Fowler, he is 
leaving to spend more time 


with his family)' relations 
between Arts Council and 
government are clearly at a 
new low. But relations be¬ 
tween tire Arts Council and 
some of its own clients are, if 
anything, even more strained 
Threatened government 
cuts lay behind the original 
plans to withdraw- funding 
from two London orchestras, 
he sail That is an admission, 
incidentally, which does not 
wholly tally with past expla¬ 
nation of motives from other 
Arts Council staff. The threat 
also bred the abandoned 
scheme to axe ten regional 
theatres; it lowered morale 



Lord Palumbo, Arts Council chairman; we may not see 
his like again; we certainly won't see such hospitality 


and threw the Arts Council 
into the front line. 

Philistine was a word used 
several times, usually at¬ 
tached to the phrase “Cabinet 
ministers”. Top-table status 
for the arts was a dream of a 
generation; but one year after 
the arts were given a minister 
of Cabinet status, the Heri¬ 
tage Secretary presided over 
the first ever cut in arts 
binding. Lord Palumbo ap¬ 
peared at a loss to explain foe 
council’s budget cut He had 
harangued and lobbied in 
private, all to no avail. 

Why on earth, he mused, 
did Peter Brooke decide to 


give several million pounds to 
renovate the Albert Memori¬ 
al. when the National Lottery 
is about to provide millions 
for just such schemes? That 
money could have been spent 
on arts groups who will not 
benefit man foe lottery, he 
said. It’S a fair point In the 
much-criticised visionary 
style which has marked Lord 
Palumbo's tenureship. he 
then said that an extra £75 
million for the arts could 
“transform the country". 

He also had advice for foe 
Royal Opera House. It should 
abandon its £150 million rede¬ 
velopment scheme and spend 


perhaps £20 million on rewir¬ 
ing and safety measures. That 
would leave the way dear for 
an even more ambitious plan: 
the construction of a brand 
new opera house on the South 
Bank (a dream first revealed 
by The Times bade in 19% 
and roundly denied at the 
time). The lack of a national 
dance house was a scandal 
and London's architectural 
heritage needed attention. 

■ Lord Palumbo has not been 
asked to play a part in the 
distribution of Millennium* 
Fund cash, even though it was 
his idea in the first place. That 
admission provoked a sheep¬ 
ish smile, although he does 
not think that heritage depart¬ 
ment supremos are “vindic¬ 
tive” — just narrow-minded 
and shortsighted. 


Diversity 
is prized in 
Liverpool 

John Russell Taylor is cheered to find a 
surprising wealth of fine work in traditional 
media in Britain's premier art competition 


e 


B ritain is not rich in open, 
competitive art exhibitions, 
and most of those it does 
have are small in scale, or 
firmly specialised. The John Moores 
Liverpool Exhibition is the great 
exception- It has now reached its 18th 
biennial appearance, and though Sir 
John Moores himself died in Septem¬ 
ber, his family are determined to 
keep it going as a memorial to him. 

The set-up of foe John Moores is 
simple, the results generally impres¬ 
sive. Entries have to 
be British paintings, 
but there are no fur¬ 
ther limitations. The 
first prize has now 
reached £20,000. 
which works as the 
purchase price for 
which the winning 
painting enters the 
permanent collection 
of foe Walker Art 
Gallery, foe John 
Moores’ regular 
home since 1957. 

Since past pria&win- ' 
ners have included 
David Hockney, Patrick Heron. 
Bruce McLean and Richard Harnfl- 
__ton, mostly towards the start erf their 
careers, foe gallery is foe richer fry 
many fine works, some of which this 
year are exhibited in a nearby room. 

There are no prescriptions, or even 
established preferences, about foe 
styles of paintings favoured. For the 
last two shows, abstraction has 
tended to predominate. This year, 
perhaps surprisingly in view of the 
known tastes of foe people on the 
judging panel, the show is very 
largely representational One of foe 


jurors told me he doubted whether 
this reflected the proportions in foe 
opai submission, but it certainly 
represented the jury's perception of 
where quality and vitality lay. 

The variety of style and approach 
within foe work on show offers 
comforting testimony that even in 
this era of installation art painting — 
more or less as it has been conceived 
since the Renaissance — is alive and 
well and capable of self-renewal. 

The winningpicture this year is by 

_ tile Scottish painter 

Peter Doig, and 
seems to reflect, like 
many of his works, 
his period of resi¬ 
dence in Canada. 
Called Blotter, it is a 
snowy scene which, 
though Doig notes 
that it is basal an a 
photograph be took 
of bis brother, is 
immediately 
recognisable from its- 
dose relationship to 
• his mare fanciful 
work, in hs almost 
obsessive patterning and its distinc¬ 
tive sense of colour. The final effect is 
certainly not photographic. Else-, 
where in the show there is, as might 
be expected, extensive evidence of 
photography similarly used as a 
starting-point but very few examples 
of literal photo-realism. 

In any case, even the works which 
are closest to being unashamed 
transcriptions of photographs seem 
to have found strategies for lifting the 
copycat curse. Paul MacArthurs 
Noticeboard of lonety-hearts dub 
advertisements (also a prizewinner) 


‘Here is 
evidence that 
painting is 
alive and well 
and capable of 
self-renewal’ 


Graham Crowley’s roofecape, No Such Thing: one of several works in this year's John Moores Exhibition which adopt a general, painterly form of representation 


transcribes foe photographs that foe 
lonely offer of themselves in a way 
which is at once funny and pathetic, 
and ends tip by its skill in overall 
design and its reliance on foe artist's 
eye to select and distil, in being 
unquestionably a painting more than 
a collage or a pastiche. 

Others who refer more remotely to 
photography, like Arturo di Stefeno 
with his The Studio of Penelope, 
keep foe camera in its proper place as 
just another way for the artist to take 
notes. Quite a number of the artists 
included go in for a more general, 
painterly form of representation, as 
with Lee Madzer’S Everlasting Fare- 


mils, a loaded view of a furniture 
store, or go off firmly into a semi- 
private fantasy world, as in Graham 
Crowley'S urban roofecape A to Such 
Thing or John Bdlan/s The Storm, 
which reshuffles the familiar furni¬ 
ture of his mind to considerable 
effect 

Some of the most telling pieces are 
those that hover on the borders of 
recognisabflity. tantalismgly offering 
yet withholding the evidence of their 
experiential starting-point Such are 
John Virtue’s Landscape No 147, one 
of his new series of large black-and- 
white images of obscure country 
scenes, or Clement McAleers Easter 


U , like puffs of coloured smoke in 
Battle erf Britain sky. 

Nor must the waff of real abstrac¬ 
tions be totally neglected. In CaDum 
Innes’s intimidatingly entitled 
Ci/C/262exposed olive painting no 
9, for instance, die left hand three- 
quarters are a sort of pulsating 
greea/brown/black and the right 
quarter a rich clotted cream. Even 
here, minimalism is by no means a 
spent force. 

• Tbe John Moores Liverpool Exhibition 
continues at the Walker Art Gallery, 
WUIiam Beam Street, Liverpool (051207 
0001) Mon-Sat I0am-5pm. Sun 2-Spm, 
until January 23 




Picasso 
in store 

fe HARVEY NICHOLS, the 

" Knights bridge emporium, is 

diversifying into visual art 
exhibitions this February. To 
coincide with foe Tate Gal¬ 
lery's big new Picasso show, 
the store is turning over its 
window displays to foe great 
artist’s work — or, more 
specifically, to the seven 
women from whom he drew 
inspiration. The women — 
Femande, Eva, Olga, Marie- 
Therese. Dora Maar, Fran¬ 
chise and Jaquetine — will be 
allotted a window each: "a 
stylised vignette placing foe 
women in context with foe 
artist's work," says foe store 
The windows are unveiled on 
February 1; the Tate’s show 
opens cm February 16. 

* • SEVEN new films are lined 

up for what is biDed as the 
first official Australian film 
festival ever held in Britain — 
at the Barbican in the last 
week of March. The highlight 
may be Kevin Lucas's “avant- 
garde opera" him. Black Riv¬ 
er. Such old favourites as 
Strictly Ballroom and The 
Piano are also included in foe 
week, which is backed by the 
Australian Film Commission 
and Fosters Export 

, Last chance... 

AFTER 12 years, foe Christ¬ 
mas showing of “The Illustra¬ 
tors" at die Chris Beetles 
Gallery (071-S39 7551) has be¬ 
come a major event The 
central thread this year is that 
most of the800originals relate 
to foe theatre A perfect holi¬ 
day outing; it runs until the 
aid of December. 


REVIEWS: Baroque delights on the South Bank; a lively mix of jazz and blues in Camden; plus dance in Paris 


T: 


[here is something both 
reassuring and discon¬ 
certing about encoun¬ 
tering familiar music in a new 
guise. Bach's Cantata “Hercu¬ 
les auf dem Schejdeweghe" 
BWV 213 may be one ctf his 
lesser known ones, but all five 
arias and one of foe two 
choruses are very familiar — 
at least to those who know 
their Christmas Oratorio. 

It is an example of Bach’s so- 
called “parody” technique, 
and as we were able to hear in 
foe excellent performance by 
the Orchestra of the Age of 
Enlightenment under Gustav 
Leonhardt, Bach was a master 
at recycling material, even (as 
in fob case) from a secular 
context to a sacred ore. 

In foe “Hercules" Cantata, 
foe hero is confronted by the 
twin imperatives of Sensuality 
and Virtue. The forme- tries to 
entice him with the delights of 
sleep and does so in foe aria 
we know as “Slumber, Be- 


Bach to 
familiar 
sounds 

OAE/Leonhardt 
Festival Hall 


loved" from the Oratorio. Bar-, 
bara Bonaey’s boyish tone, 
though shaped with delicacy 
and artistry, did not make it 
sound as enchanting as it 
should, perhaps because it 
was rather low in her register. 

The aria “Idi wfll dich nicht 
boren" for Hercules himself 
has an immediacy lacking in 
its counterpart in the Oratorio, 
where it is set to the wards 
“Prepare thyself, Zion". As the 


countertenor Raff 1 


and 


Leonhardt took delight m 


r Broken 
delight 

demonstrating, Hercules’s de¬ 
nial of sensual pleasures has a 
forcefully graphic quality in 
the original version. Paul Ag- 
new and David Wflsan-Jbhn- 
son also contributed admir¬ 
able solo roles. 

Despite foe attempt by Wfl- 
son-Jahnson and Bonney to 
inject a touch of humour into 
the fafo er-and-daugbter rela¬ 
tionship of Bach’s “COfiiee" 
Cantata BWV 21L it came 
across as a rather earnest 
affair espresso rather than 
cappuccino. 

But how well Leonhardt 
understands this music. As he 
propels it forward with those 
circular sweeps of his arms, it 
is as though foe whole concept 
of nxjvesmenlwhich underpins 
the Baroque aesthetic is flow¬ 
ing through them. 

Barry 

Millington 


Promise of a good time 


Ti 


e publicity people are 
hinting that AJ. Croce, 
piano-playing son of the 
Seventies sineer-songwriter 
Jim Croce, could be foe next 
Harry Cannick Jr. Given his 
clean-cut looks, his sharp suits 
and those deep, dark eyes it is 
easy to see why. Croce, 
though, does not yet even 
begin to compete in the charis¬ 
ma stakes, arid while he has a 

predilection for the music of 
foe prewar years, he is more 
interested in digging up ob¬ 
scure R&B gems than singing 
standards. 

Leading his good-time band 
into foe Weak concrete and 
steel setting of the Jazz Cate — 
foe place stiff feels only half- 
finished - he played a single 
9 CHnmuie set whch drew 
heavily on his debut album, 
released earlier this year on 


AJ. Croce 
Jazz Cafe, NW1 


BMG*s Private Music label. 
Two short sets might have 
been a better idea, since Croce 
tends not to project much in 
foe way of personality, prefer¬ 
ring to reel out foe smtgs in 
quick succession. 

His piano-playing is aston¬ 
ishingly mature, however, the 
left-hand producing all the 
variants of boogie and New 
Orleans rhythms. He was also 
capable of slipping into a 
lighter but no less propulsive 
Basic-style groove, sprinkling 
a laconic series of rife from 
the right hand. 

As a singer he owes some¬ 
thing to foe drawling, 'bar- • 
room style of Dr John, his 


voice sounding as if it has been 
soaked overnight in bourbon 
and then given a heavy coat¬ 
ing of cigarette smoke. The 
lyrics sometimes suffer as a 
result, the words twisted into 
barely recognisable shapes, 
which is a pity, because Croce 
is a promising writer who has 
spent time in Nashville honing 
ms skills. 

The strongest performances 
came on foe cover versions of 
"Stuff You Gotta Watch" and 
Minnie and Joe McCoy's “She 
Wouldn't Give Me Norte". 
Croce’s own work does not yet 
reach those standards, but 
there is enough quality crafts¬ 
manship in the elegiac “Which 
Way Steinway" and T Found 
Faith" to suggest that time is 
all he needs. 

Clive Davis 


A case of fine 
detective work 


ike an Herode Poirot of 
choreography. Pierre 
LacottCs enthusiasm for 
19th-century ballet has led him 
in search of many long-lost 
works. Although his dream of 
opening a drawer and con¬ 
fronting Saint-lion's nota¬ 
tions of all bis masterworks 
remains unrealised, he has 
applied hjs grey cells to innu¬ 
merable dues and produced 
his own evocation of half a 
dozen once famous ballets, of 
which Taglioni’s original La 
Sylphide is the best known. 

Now he has turned his hand 
to another of foe ballets in 
which the illustrious Marie 
Taglioni triumphed: L'Ombre. 
created in St Petersburg in 
1839. But whereas he found 
much evidence about the de¬ 
tails of La Sylphide, this time 
he has had to make a more 
imaginative reconstruction. 


L’Ombre 

Palais des Congrfes, 
Paris 


Staged for the Ballet Nationale 
de Nancy et de Lorraine, 
which Lacotte directs, its chief 
merit is showing foe qualities 
of its dancers. At foe premiere 
in Nancy, these were led by 
Noeffa Rmtcris as guest balle¬ 
rina now they have brought it 
to Paris where another guest 
star, Alessandra Ffrrri, is shar¬ 
ing the performances with 
Bontofe and the company's 
own young leading woman. 
Amaya [glesias. 

In its plot L’Ombre fore¬ 
shadows many details of La 
Bqyad&rei a heroine murdered 
by a rival of royal blood, the 
poison hidden in a bouquet of 
flowers: her ghost (the "shade" 
of foe title) returning to tell her 
lover of this crime; a dimax 
where foe palace collapses, 
killing all its occupants. But 
the structure is less strong: Act 
1 is built around a flashback. 


not easy to make dear in 
ballet, and foe score which 
Michel Queval has adapted 
from Maurer's original, al¬ 
though pretty, is not distin¬ 
guished. On the other hand, 
lacotte, as his awn designer, 
has found an ingenious way of 
presenting the destruction of 
the palace, its towers cracking 
and falling. 

His choreography is a pas¬ 
tiche which looks more con¬ 
vincing in its evocation of 
romantic style for foe balleri¬ 
na than in the ensembles 
which seem to take account of 
modem tastes for display. 
However, the standard of 
dancing is good enough to 
make this acceptable. 

Bratois, at almost 50, re¬ 
mains one of France's finest 
dancers: a ballerina of pure 
delicacy in technique and 
style. Gentle in manner but 
exact in movement, she brings 
a sylphlike lightness and clear 
expressiveness to foe role of 
Angelica. Her slight build and 
dark hair are well set off by 
her partner. Andrei Rdotov, 
who is tall, with ruddy hair 
and a classic line controlling 
his impressive strength. 

Amaya IgJesias. the compa¬ 
ny's resident star, has a blithe 
confidence; a radiant person¬ 
ality and a dramatic quality. 
When not dancing Angelica 
she plays foe rival, Eudoxie. a 
part in which she does not look 
overshadowed by Foraois- 

JOHN PERCIVAL 


GREAT CLASSICS ON OFFER 


THEgflAteTIMES 
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CD DIRECT is a service for 
Times readers. Each month 
four superb recordings will be 
offered at a specially reduced 
price, giving readers the op¬ 
portunity to build up a top- 
quality collection of great 
classical music. 

This month’s choice is foe 
conductor Sir Georg Solti, 
who has been at the forefront 
of musical life in Britain and 
America for more than four 
decades. Four superlative re¬ 
cordings conducted-by him 
are on offer Tchaikovsky's “PathCdque" Symphony and Romeo 
and Juliet overture; Elgar's Pomp and Circumstance Marches , 
Cockaigne overture and Enigma Variations: choruses from 
Handel’s Messiah; and Strauss’s A Iso Sprach Zamthustra, Till 
Eulcnspiegel and Don Juan. 

Each of these recordings is available to Times readers at a 
specially reduced price of £8.99. And if you order two or more 
discs you will be entitled to a free two-CD set of Bach’s 
Brandenburg Concertos and Overtures. Just tick the appropriate 
box to receive your free disc. 

To purchase any of these CDs, please complete the coupon 
below. You can also phone your order on 0494 812122 (Mon-FTi 
9am-5pm) or fax it on 0494 816799. 


CD DIRECT 


CD DIRECT 

Please send me the CDs indicated at £8.99 each: 

□ T129301 Tchaikovsky Symphony 6/ 
Romeo and Juliet 

□ T129302 Elgar Pomp and 
Circumstance/Enigma variations 

□ T129303 Handel Messiah — Choruses 

□ T129304 Strauss Also Sprach 
Zarathustra. etc 

□ I have ordered two or more CDs and 
would like foe FREE two-CD set of 
Bach’s Brandenburg Concertos and 
Overtures 

Total amount payable for CDs £-....... 


NAME__ 

ADDRESS 


-POSTCODE_ 

DAY TEL_HOME TEL___ 

I enclose my cheque made payable to CD Direct 

Value £- Cheque number___ 

(Please write your name and address on the back of the 
cheque) 

Or, please debit my Access/Visa card number 


Expiry dale./_ 

Print name —..Signature.„..... 

Post coupon and remittance to: 

The Times CD Direct, FREEPOST (HY57), PO Box 
109, 

Penn. Buckinghamshire HP10 8NP 


Please allow 28 days for ddwoy from receipt of order. Ofla aWHahfcin 
UK and Ireland only 
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SALES & 
MARKETING 


WHY COMMUTW W« an look¬ 
ing for people M 


nln/mini 


. IT you 


•fU-amMoaU mmkm 
and Itva In East Sunca or Weal 
Soma. Irt CPOone Crown 
Financial on 0444 416364. 


ENGINEERING 


EXPAT JOBS 


Great opportunities far 
engineers wanting to wort 
abroad For Intonation on 
Expat Network and FREE 
tab supplement, call 081- 
760-8100. to 061-760- 
0*69. wrUe: Expat Ngtwcrtc. 
International House. 600 
Purley way. cnwtfen CRO 
4NZ. Quote ref ST*flA/20. 


(COLLECTION AGENCY 
EXECUTIVE 



ICMP. 

400 Pan A vr . 

E>0 Box 180 

■'•eftanr. N.Y. 11090. U5J 
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Elonex designs, manufactures, markets and supports a complete range of 
personal computers, and is one of the fastest-growing companies in the UK. 
Due to our continuous expansion, we have the following vacancies: 


MARKETING DIRECTOR 


This is a very high-profile position that requires extraordinary levels of flexibility 
and commitment. With overall control of the marketing function at Elonex, you 
will need to demonstrate a history of success in the management of strategic and 
tactical marketing initiatives in a similar environment. 


OPERATIONS DIRECTOR 


Candidates should have extensive experience in PC manufacture, with in-depth 
knowledge of computerised stock control and JIT techniques. You will be responsible, 
for all logistics operations including purchasing,, warehousing and distribution. 


SALES ACCOUNT MANAGERS 


We are looking for experienced sales people with a proven record of success 
managing key customer accounts. You will have technical knowledge of PC 
hardware and be able to demonstrate a thorough understanding of the market. 


Pay and conditions at Elonex are the best in the PC industry. 

To apply for any of these positions, please send a hand-written covering letter, 
using unlined paper and a ballpoint pen, plus a separate CV to: 


Lisa Sapsford 
Elonex pic 
2 Apsley Way 
London NW2 7LF 
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KUWAHARA LTD 
specialist packers and SHIPPERS 
IMPORT/EXPORT MANAGER 
£25,000 


We are seeking a xthnotintcd br-tmgnal EngBsii/Japumc 
fanpon/Expon manaf g to act as our key Enoo with our 
associated offices in Japan in providing fine art and removal 
pickifigind Kfvicttto ihc Japanese community. 

You man be experienced and used io mating under pressure, 
posaea aradkni office and computer sfcnlla and strong 

M imu r h ig xhiKtiwi 

To apply. pBan* send your C.V. with c o re riog letter to: 
MnS. KnwaJwra, Managing Director. Unit 5. Bitntcy Bonnets 
Ceuire. Brtmcy H2L London NW7 I BA. 


Managing Director 
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The newspaper with the BIGGEST 

selection of worldwide vacancies 


Professional 'Technical •Contract* Seasonal 

Working Holidays • Trade • Skilled • Unskffled 

Published every 2 weeks. Just £16 for 3 months! 

Payment by cheque (la QJE). P 0 ar 24 hour ctkH card Ihe 0273 ©45Z2. 
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SRITJIN'S NO 1 FOR JOBS ABROAD 


PUBLIC & HEALTHCARE 


Director of Business 
Development 


£40,000 + prp + car 


Within MW Sunny Health Authority, tha Mantel Health and Learning DlsaMltlos 
Units have just been amalgamated to create a single, integrated capability catering 
far mental health problems and learning cfisaMitk*. The new organisation is known 
as Surrey Heartlands. 

With a budget of nearly E50 minion and a staff of 1,800, Surrey Heartlands 
currently manages four hospital sites and a wide range of community-based 
services tor people with learning disabifities and mental health problems. 

As Director of Business Development, you wiD be responsible lor an the 
business activities within Surrey Hearttanda This win include strategic planning In 
consultation with purchasers and contracts management You will also be 
responsible for market development, the implementation of the Unit's 
communication strategy and tor its public relations function. Educated to degree 
level or equivalent, you may have qualifications hi business management and 

marketing experience, and the ability to manage people at a corporate level. 

As a dynamic and Innovative member of the Executive Board, you wU also 
contribute to the corporate management of the new Trust Salary win be 
supported by a comprehensive range of executive benefits which may todude 
relocation assistance. Creche, day nursery and playscheme fadBties are available 
(or staff children. 

To obtain an Information pack, please telephone 0372 722212 exL 405*. 
Alternatively, forward your cv direcity to Mr A C Noble. Director of Human 
Resources, Surrey Heartlands, St Ebba's, Hook Road, Epsom, Surrey KT 19 BQJ. 
Closing date: 31st December 1993. Surrey Heartlands Is striving to be an equal- 
opportunities employer. 


SURREY 


HEARTLANDS 


In the last tour years, we have doubled our student number* lo over 10.000. and 
.is .1 result, we Jre revising our academic Slruirlures and working practices. This 
his pnimpied reviews of our support services and we seek candidates educated 
!■* degree standard, ideally with a pn.il'c««h*iwl qualification, who can 
(hmoretmte J record of success particularly with snnw exposure to higher 
education, for our 


HEAD OF MARKETING 

to£36k Ref: M212 

Identifying corporate objeetives acquiring publicising ami devHoping methods to 
cvmmuniGite our messiges' effectnelv through all lyjvs of media. 

HEAD OF COMPUTING SERVICES 

to£36k Ref: C213 

To play an important role in strategy development in partnership with.v.idenuc 
colleagues, manage the VAN network and co-ordinate the implementation of our 
management system* Exjvricive of strategy devekipment in an environment 
with expert users is essential. 

MANAGEMENT INFO. SYSTEMS - TEAM LEADER 
foQOfc Ref: C214 

To lend a small team using mainly l\wwhoi»e lo support student records. 
esLites.ind finance. Relevant sofluare knowledge and the'ppmm.il credibility to 
facilitate further developments essential 



UNIVERSITY 
of DERBY 


Application u. in tilter including a current CV and salary details lo: Lesley 
Gy ford, Personnel Services, University of Derby, Kedleston Road, Derby 
DE221GB. ClusnigdjteTlhl.inuJtY. tvvj 


DIRECTOR OF 
MARKETING 


(Uxbridge based) 


Blockbuster Entertainment Corporation is a 
global leader in the entertain merit industry with 
its main businesses in home video and music 
retailing. Operating principally in America, the 
Company is currently developing its businesses 
throughout the UK and Europe. Blockbuster UK 
Group Ltd, the UK subsidiary currently operate 
nearly 800 ratal stores nationwide. 

Due to our growth we require a Director of 
Marketing to be based in our head office in 
Uxbridge to report to the Vice President - 
Europe. 

This is a key role for the Company’s future 
growth and direction in the UK. You will be 
responsible for marketing strategy for our UK 
Group, for both the planning and the 
implementation of marketing initiatives. 
Extensive liaison with our distributors, studios 
and our agency is necessary in order to 
formulate strategy and plans. You will also liaise 
closely with our US teams to ensure uniformity 
of approach. 

You wifi already hold a senior marketing role 
probably in a retail organisation or in the leisure 
Industry. You may be a graduate and should 
have had a formal marketing education. 
Excellent communication skills and a high level 
of business and commercial awareness are 
crucial as is the ability to develop and expand 
this role to its full potential. 

K you have the experience end ability to meet 
the challenge of this role, please.tend a 
comprehensive CV including details of current 
package and daytime telephone 
number to: 


Director of Human 
Resources, 
Blockbuster UK 
Group Limited, 

45 Riverside Way. 
Uxbridge UB82YF. 





GENERAL APPOINTMENTS 


A leading Property Services Group (in West 
London) invites applications for a new post of 

COMMERCIAL MANAGER 



reporting to the Managing Director and 
responsible for operational and 
strategic matters. 

The successful applicant will probably be 
between 25 and 35 with a good degree, 
considerable financial and inter-personal 
skills, and the drive and personality to 
improve customer satisfaction and 
develop new business. 

Please write with, cv and present salary 
details to: 

Recruitment in Confidence 
Britannia House 
9 - 11 Glenthome Road 
Hammersmith W6 OLF 


The Kilroy Television Company Channel 4. 

produce more than 100 Hours oM^nforBB ^ 


produce more than 1U0 rtouis u, «« the New Year 

We are looking for Producers and Researchers os 
to work on our wide range of program 
H you want to be considered you’ll heed several qualities. 

* A good eye for a newsstwy ^ ^ they have to tell 

* A genuine interest in people and the affairs 

• A working knowledge of polrtics and __ 

• The ability to work accurate^ and at spa*' ^ 

• The ability to work in a team and to wont unsow*- 

* Experience in broadcast journalism _. .. 

Postal appfications only (no telephone caHs) with CVstei^ gpidioe, 

ManwTSe Kilroy Televteion Company. 

BroomRoad, Tedtfngton Lock, MfcfdteM* TW11 WT 

Applications will not be acknowledged but short-listed 1 88 m 

ho ininrmpri hu Pririau 7th .lanuarv 1994. 



Director 


POLICE SCIENTIFIC 
DEVELOPMENT BRANCH 


£ 36,019 -£ 53,470 


Based In Sand ridge. 
Hertfordshire 


The work of the PSDB is divided between operational laboratories at 
Sandridge and Langhurst and is oriented towards development researc 
covering a broad range of disciplines. Key customers are the Police 
Service and Home Office Police Departments followed by the Prison Service 
Agency and the Department of Transport 

Primary services for customers include scientific information databasing. 
new product development, commercial product modification and expert 
reports. 

The Scale Of The Job 

You will be responsible to the Assistant Under Secretary of State. Head of 
the Science and Technology Group, for the overall management of the 
PSDB and delivery of its research programme, and will be required to 
provide sophisticated technical support for police operations. This will 
include responsibility for the branch's delegated budget of £7 million. 80 
staff and providing support to Home Office Policy Divisions. 

You will head PSDB strategy development, financial resource management, 
public relations and market development. You will also coordinate the 
work of research staff, pnoritise and monitor projects, establish R&D 
strategy and integrate branch policies with those of the police department, 
requiring you to work closely with top/senior police officers. 

These and many other challenging aspects of the job call for special 
qualities. You should have professional standing and proven expenence in 
your field. You will need management and problem solving skills plus the 
ability to motivate staff. 

The Terms 



SDB 


The appointment wilt be on secondment or fixed term for three years with a 
possibility of renewal for a further period of up to two years. Salary will 
depend on your qualifications and experience and will be subject to annual 
review. Normal civil service benefits are available, including a non 
contributory pension. Assistance with relocation expenses may be 
available. 


Equal Qpp, nwary 

The Hume Offit eh anafualfp/wnumn rmph>ter Hr 
Hvhiime applkatitm from r%imhjjte\ re$jrdle*i 1 / erhith' 
imam, reiixiim belief, sewal oaenumim. disahiliit ic any 
tuber relevant factor Pctylc kA/i iBsnMmcs andthuu.' 
Jrimi cl him- uriimriiin are nuienlh itudrr-rrpreinHcJ and 
theirappheanons arepanUalariy irrhiime. 


How To Apply 

Your completed application form must teach Mark O'Shea at the Home 
Office Personnel Management Division before 19th January 1994. To 
receive your form and Information pack contact Mark at Grenadier House, 
99-105 Horsefetry Road, London, SW1P 200. 

Telephone 071-217 0056 or fax 071-2170068. 

You should be a British, Commonwealth or Irish citizen. There must be no 
employment restrictions or time limit on your permitted stay in the UK. If 
you were not bom here you should have lived in the UK for the last 
three years. 


RELATE 


PUTTING FAMILIES FIRST 


Director of Fundraising 


Rugby/London 
TO £34,000 PLUS BENEFITS 


As a leading family charity, RELATE 
provides marital and relationship counsefling 
and associated services to around 76,000 
couples and individuals a year. Founded in 
1938 as the National Marriage Guidance 
Council and since 1989 operating under the 
Patronage of HRH The Princess of Wales, its 
output has increased by 50% in the last 5 
years and is now delivered through 130 Centres 
hi England. Wales and Northern Ireland. 

RELATE has recently emerged from a 
period of major review involving every aspect of 
its work and is now strongly positioned to 
develop thnxrgh the nineties as a central tome 
in sustaining and strengthening family pie. 


We are convinced that considerable 
opportunities exist to secure new income to 
fund the expansion of this work. 

Reporting to the Director, an able and 
experienced fundraiser is now required to lead a 
small but established team. A background in 
ImtoBStog or marketing is essential, as is the 
stature to operate at very senior levels with 
major donors in the corporate and other sectors 
and the ability to contribute strategically as a 
member rf the senior management team. 

For further particulars and application 
form contact: Mrs M. Green, 21d Devonshire 
Ptace, London WIN 1PD. Tel: 071 224 0736. 

Closing date: 6 th January 1994. 


gftAff Bccmrmfleri a mpfeffimliflgdconpetertWfqidOppirtumto poky ai^ 



OPERATIONS 

MANAGER “TRAINING 



The West London Training and Enterprise Council is a 
professional body committed to stimulating business 
growth and developing a properly trained workforce. 
We are seeking an experie 1 .ced training professional to manage the delivery of a 
range of high quality training services for employers and individuals in Wfest London, 
inis 15 a challenging opportunity at the forefront of training development within this 
dynamic economy. 

This fmulti million training budget is split between adult and youth schemes. You 
must plan and implement the cost-effective delivery of the full Training Programme, 
ensuring that suppliers are monitored and regularly reviewed. You will contribute to 
liaison between schools, careers services, adult guidance centres and employers to 
make sure the right people benefit from our services. 

You will be able to offer 

• Sound general management skills 

• An understanding of current developments in education and 
training and the role of TECs 

• Budgetary and financial management expertise and experience 

• Excellent interpersonal, presentation and negotiation skills 

• Clear commitment to equality of opportunity in training, 
education and employment 

• A flair for dealing with people at all levels 

• A dedication to the training of an effective workforce. 

Contact our recruitment advisers for an information pack and 
application form. Withers Diamond & Wood Brigdaie limited, 

Kent House, Market P ace, London WIN 7AL 

Tel: 071 255 3063. Pief.se quote rer srta HOUNSLOW j 

As an equal opportunities Employer, West London TEC HILL(N6PQ!t 

welcomes applications, regardless of race, 

from both men and women and HCHMOHD UPOH THAMES 

people with disabilities 


EALIN6 



WE5T LONDON TEC 



ICO&JLEGEI 


Principal: Gordon Hopkins BSc (Tech) (Hons) MEd PhD 
C Chem FRSC 


HEAD OF FINANCIAL SERVICES 


Required to manage the financial resources and accounts of bis major Cottage which has 
an annual turnover in excess of £16m, employs over 1,000 people and serves a growing 
population of more than 1 7,000 students. 

We are seeking a qualified accountant with substantial experience. Ideally but not 
essentiatty, in the field of education, who has the energy, vision and commitment to lead 
and manage this vitally important aspect of the College affairs. 

Salary in the range £30 k 000 ■ £35,000 

For further (totals apply to NSss EUm Lavender, PrinapaTs Secretary, at the 
address below, enclosing a stamped addressed envelope (A4 size). Closing date 
for receipt of applications 28th December/31 December. 


DUDLEY COLLEGE OF TECHNOLOGY The Broadway. Dudley. West 
Midlands, DY1 4AS. Telephone: (03841 455433 Facsimile: (0384) 
455975. 


AN EQUAL 0PP0R7UWTES EMPLOYER 



FS23455 


ACCOUNTANCY & FINANCE 


media/commercial lawyer 


opciating in tte w °rfd of international 
sport is seeking an experienced media/co^S 
/contract lawyer in the sphere of broadcasting and audio¬ 
visual rights m the Asia Pacific region. d 


A minimum of 6 yeara post-graduate exoeriencp 
broadcasting and audio-visuaJ rights, either mhSuw™ m 
with a legal firm in the Asia PaS °. r 

Computer literacy and a knowledge of^rench^^^ 
German and in particular JapanS am 

Salary entirely negotiable. 

Interested persons should send a detailed CV addressed , n . 

Mr Richard Clark 
Harris Rosenblatt & Kramer 

London WCl 4 HE 
ah Reference: APL for onwards forwarding 

A!, applications wiU b* «a,cd in the SSZf,dance. 


GOODMAN J9NES 


efoUtTSRmAOQCXJNTAMT&atUKStSrEllED 


AUDITORS 


SEMI SENIORS REQUIRED 


Kffii scnlon required for lln* estahlisW 11 

A^icaliora with full c.V. should be aw to: 
G«ciaeBujwek F.C-A. 

Goodman Jones 
29/30 Fitzroy Square; 

London WIP 5HH 
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The gospel 
according to 
the sceptics 
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j** crs P aul Read on the biblical scholars who 
— to reveal the existence of a left-wing, 
politically correct Jesus from their research 


T\ 
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owards the end of the 
19th century. Fried¬ 
rich Nietszche an¬ 
nounced thar God 
was dead, but more than a 
hundred years later sceptical 
scholars still pick at the corpse 
with great zeal as if the faith of 
the remaining believers stands 
or fells on. say. whether or not 
Jesus was bom in Bethlehem 
on December 25. AD 0. 
“Luke’s story is historically 
impossible and internally in¬ 
coherent." we were told by the 
erudite historian Robin Lane 
Fox in his book The 
Unauthorised Version: Truth 
and Fiction in the Bible: and 
E.P. Sanders in this new work. 
The Historical Figure of Jesus. 
concurs. 

“Luke’s real source for the 
view that Jesus was bom in 
Bethlehem was almost certain¬ 
ly the conviction that Jesus 
fulfilled a hope that someday a 
descendant of David would 
arise to save Israel." 

Much praised for his earlier 
work Jesus and Judaism. 
Sanders softens up the reader 
with his tone of measured 
common seme. “Virtually ev¬ 
eryone", he tells us. “has his or 
her own view of Jesus, and 
thus has a preconception of 
what a book on Jesus should 
say." No doubt. The pious 
^ hagiography of Christian writ- 
■ ers has been replaced in recent 
years by the work of iconoclas¬ 
tic scholars like Geza Vermes 
and Hyam Maccoby. 

Is Sanders an exception? To 
the suspicious reader, he 
seems too eager to be political¬ 
ly correct, avoiding possible 
offence to Jewish or Islamic 


THE HISTORICAL 
FIGURE OF JESUS 
By E.P. Sanders 
Allen Lane. £18.99 

A QUEST FOR THE 
POST-HISTORICAL 
JESUS 

By William Hamilton 

SCM Press. £14.95 

sensibilities by daring events 
BCE (.Before the Common 
Era) rather than BC (Before 
.Christ), and making a ritual 
obeisance to the feminists; 
“history was then, as for 
centuries before and after, the 
history of males ..an odd 
judgment for a scriptural 
scholar when you think of the 
formidable women in the Bi¬ 
ble from Eve to the Virgin 
Maty. 

The difficulty Sanders faces, 
and readily admits, is that 
almost the only evidence about 
Jesus comes from the gospels 
which were written to put 
across & particular point of 
view. 

He believes “the gospels as 
we have them were not written 
by eyewitnesses on the basis of 
first-hand knowledge" even 
though Robin Lane Fox. 
whom Sanders describes as an 
“eminent andean historian", 
considers that St John's ac¬ 
count of Christ^ passion was 
almost certainly written by 
someone who was there. 

The only other significant 
references to Christ are in 
Josephus's Antiquities and 
Jewish War, passages that are 
themselves the subject of con¬ 
troversy. Sanders nevertheless 


assures us that we have a “very 
good knowledge of Jesus at a 
somewhat general level" and 
comes up with a portrait that 
is tentative and so somewhat 
Hand. 

It will come as a disappoint¬ 
ment to the zealots of libera¬ 
tion theology that in 
considering what Jesus meant 
by a Kingdom of God. Sand¬ 
ers finds “no evidence at all for 
the view that individuals can 
get together with others and 
create the kingdom by reform¬ 
ing social, religious and polit¬ 
ical institutions.’* 

On two other controversial 
questions, he is less clear. Did 
Jesus perform mirades? Un¬ 
questionably he was a healer, 
and he was certainly perceived 
by some as a miracle worker, 
but “possibly Jesus's actual 
miracles were relatively minor 
and excited the public only 
temporarily ..." It was the 
Christian tradition that “aug¬ 
mented and enhanced the 
miracle stories in order to 
make them very striking" ■ 

D id Jesus claim to be 
the Messiah? 
Sanders thinks 
not. He prefers the 
term “viceroy" for Jesus’s con¬ 
ception of himself. God was 
king, but Jesus represented 
him and would represent him 
in the coming kingdom. “The 
evidence is that he rejected the 
title "Messiah’...* 

.An amateur exegete hesi¬ 
tates to take a professional to 
task, and the confessed Catho¬ 
lic is in a sense disqualified 
from doing so by the precon¬ 
ception Sanders considers to 



Titian's religious masterpiece. Madonna in Glory with the Christ Child and Saints, was completed in 1520 for the church of San Francesco in Ancona 


be an inevitable consequence 
of his beliefs. It nevertheless 
seems odd to say that Jesus's 
miracles made no great im¬ 
pact when it was precisely for 
the mirades that he was 
remembered by Josephus 
when writing his Jewish War a 
generation later (“His actions, 
certainly, were superhuman, 
for he worked such wonderful 
and amazing miracles.. 

it is also strange that in 
considering the question of 
whether or not Jesus claimed 
to be the Messiah he should 
not examine his answer to the 
Samaritan woman in John 
425-26: n know that Messiah 
— that is, Christ — is coming 


...TI who am speaking to 
you, I am he"). 

William Hamilton quotes 
Sanders’s confident statement 
that “the Gospels were not 
written to answer our ques¬ 
tions" in A Quest for the Post- 
Historical Jesus. 

Hamilton himself might be 
described as a post-historical 
Christian, “both a believer and 
an unbeliever..who agrees 
with Salman Rushdie that the 
great religions are now en¬ 
gaged in the task of keeping us 
from religion, and considers 
“that cbnstology is not so 
much at a crossroads as at a 
dead end". 

Hamilton $ solution is not to 


redirect but to redefine chris- 
tology by deciding that since 
the gospels are fictions we 
should turn from the theolo¬ 
gians to the poets who realise 
that “truth is more likely to be 
made than found". By poets he 
means anyone who has used 
Jesus as a character in fiction 
from die authors of the apocry¬ 
phal gospels to Gore Vidal. 

The bulk of his book is an 
analysis of these mostly medi¬ 
ocre works, same by otherwise 
talented writers such as Wil¬ 
liam Faulkner and Anthony 
Burgess. He describes Vidal's 
Live from Golgotha as a 
“charming and useful polemic 
narrative" but feels that 


AN. Wilson’s “self contradic¬ 
tions are really too much to 
take." Anglo-Catholics like 
Dorothy L Sayers and Roman 
Catholics like Francois Mau- 
riac and Shusako Endo are 
anachronisms: their Christ is 
“Chalcedonian*. and Mauriac 
is guilty of a “deep and 
abiding hatred of the Jews" 
because he draws on St John's 
“anti-Semitic* Gospel Hamil¬ 
ton also pours scorn on Mau- 
riacs esteem for chastity: 
“Jesus’s greatest achievement 
— the nun." 

Hamilton ends his Quest for 
the Post-Historical Jesus with 
a "fiction" of his own. T 
suppose I have cherished a 


secret hope that you might 
turn out to be a gentle left- 
wing revolutionary, correct on 
women and the environment 
..." to which Christ replies in 
the words of Sanders: “Re¬ 
member. 1 did not come into 
the first century to settle your 
20th-century problems”. 

Such a conclusion is both 
sad and false to those who 
have not only gained solace 
from their faith in Christ but 
recognise the distress of a 
society that has abandoned 
Christian values. 

The occupational hazard for 
tile biblical scholar is that he 
often fails to see the wood for 
the trees. 


Daniel Johnson recalls a great cultural historian whose view of the late middle ages is still topical 


I n the history of human 
civilisation, all cultures 
seem to pass through 
similar phases of vernal 
growth and autumnal decom¬ 
position. Among the most 
profound thinkers to have 
reflected an this phenomenon 
was the Dutch historian Johan 
Huizinga, who died nearly 50 
years ago. but whose writings 
remain as fresh and cot trover- 
sial as ever. 

Bom in 1872. Huizinga held 
chairs in history, first at 
Groningen and then, from 
1915, at Leiden, and he wrote 
on many subjects; but his 
name wfli always be associat¬ 
ed above all with one book. 
The Waning of the Middle 
Ages (penguin. £7.99\. It was 
first published in 1919. a year 
in which the prewar Euro¬ 
pean order had fallen apart, 
and, in relatively quiet comers 
such as Holland, thoughts 
turned to the collapse of past 
civilisations. Oswald Speng- 
ler’s magisterial philosophy of 
history. The Decline of the 
West, was ail the rage. Speng- 
ler saw each culture as an 
isolated organism, doomed to 
die without progeny, and he 
believed that modem western 
culture was no exception. 

Unlike Spengler. Huizinga 
is stffl influential in many 
branches of scholarship. The 
Dutchman was more modest 
than the German: he took only 
one part of a single culture, 
northern France and Flanders 
in the late middle ages, and 
sought to understand how it 
had declined. He was not. of 
course, the first to do so. Ever 
since the romantics rediscov¬ 
ered the allure of medieval 
culture around 1800. countless 
historians have investigated 
the process by which the 
modern mentality — rational, 
secular, innovative — super¬ 
seded the theocentric, hieratic 
cosmos that had held sway for 
so many centuries before. 

Huizinga described the mo¬ 
ment around 1907 when, while 
on a Sunday walk, “the notion 
came to me that the late 
middle ages were not the 
herald of something that was 
to come, but the fading away 
of something that had already 
passed." In The Waning of the 
Middle Ages, which emerged 
more than a decade later. 
Huizinga tried to show how 
late medieval societies in Flan¬ 
ders and Burgundy refined 


Interpreter of a long 
lost age of chivalry 
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and elaborated their courtly 
and chivalric art and ritual 
Gothic architecture and religi¬ 
osity, to the point at which 
their forms were emptied of 
substance. An obsession with 
death and putrefaction was 
the mark of incipient 
secularisation, and signalled 
the end of the age of faith. 
Even the vivid naturalism and 
devotion to detail of the great 
Flemish artists such as the van 
Eycks were seen by Huizinga 
as subtly flawed, proof that the 
harmonious vision of the 12th 
and 13th centuries was no 
longer within reach. 

Two new books have recent¬ 
ly subjected Huizinga’s theory 
of cultural decline to a critical 
reappraisal. In his treatise. 
History and its linages: Art 
and the Interpretation of 
Fast (Yale University Press. 
£29.95), the professor of art 
history at Oxford. Francis 
Haskell, devotes a long chap¬ 
ter to Huizinga and the ‘Flem¬ 
ish Renaissance’, while the 
Cambridge medievalist and 
director of the early music 
ensemble Gothic Voices. 
Christopher Page, writes 
about “Huizinga, The Waning 
of the Middle Ages and the 
Chanson" in a valuable collec¬ 
tion of essays entitled Discard¬ 
ing Images; Reflections on 
Music and Culture in Medi¬ 
eval France {Clarendon Press. 
Oxford £25). 

Haskell shows that Hui¬ 
zinga had been profoundly 
impressed by an important 
exhibition of early Flemish art 
held in Bruges in 1902. It was 
this revelation of the riches of 
the late middle ages that 
diverted him away from a 
career in linguistics or as an 
orientalist — though he was to 
return to these early interests 
in his late masterpiece. Homo 
Ladens. Huizinga asked him¬ 
self instead how the Burgundi¬ 
an court culture — in reality 
nourished by the prosperity of 
the Planish and Brabant 
towns — believed itself to be 
based upon knighthood. 

Huizinga's emphasis on art 
as the expression of civilisa¬ 
tion as a whole was funda¬ 
mental to his brand of history. 
From this primarily aesthetic 
standpoint. Huizinga picked 
out those aspects of the late 
medieval culture in Flanders 
which seemed to him to cap¬ 
ture its strangeness, its utter 
remoteness from the present 



Jan van Eyck’s art was seen by Huizinga as realist 
only in form, not in spirit hence as one of many aspects 
of the “waning of the middle ages" in northern Europe 


despite the semblance of famil¬ 
iarity conveyed by van Eyck’s 
stark realism. The Waning of 
the Middle Ages opens with 
an insight — the extremity of 
medieval antitheses — from 
which the rest of the book 
grows, and which has justly 
become famous: 

To die world when it was 
half a thousand years youn¬ 
ger. the outlines of all things 
seemed more clearly marked 
than to us. The contrast be¬ 
tween suffering and joy, be¬ 
tween adversity and happi¬ 
ness, appeared more striking." 

As Christopher Page points 
out. there is an undertone of 
something like romanticism 
about Huizinga, who was 
reacting against a positivistic 
specialisation of history which 


is even more marked today. 
But Huizinga's romanticism 
was self-critical Haskell 

r tes Huizinga himself on 
way in which attitudes to 
the medieval epoch had 
changed between the early 
19th century and his own time, 
“due less to a weakening of the 
romantic sense than to the 
substitution of artistic for intel¬ 
lectual appreciation". Pictures, 
monuments and primarily 
sacerdotal artefacts have sur¬ 
vived, and ft is these rather 
than literary sources that, in 
the 20th century, determine 
our conception of the past. 
Huizinga used these sources, 
but notuncriticafly. 

For him, the dissemination 
of medieval art through repro¬ 
ductions and museums car¬ 


ried dangers; “The aspect of 
mere cruelty and misery as 
conceived by romanticism, 
which derived its information 
chiefly from the chronicles, 
would have made room for a 
vision of pure and naive 
beauty, of religious fervour 
and profound mystical peace." 
Huizinga was formidably eru¬ 
dite; but his books rely for 
their effect on a reconstruction 
of experience, an accumula¬ 
tion of highly selective, quali¬ 
tative impressions — sights, 
sounds, smells. This effective 
technique of recreating the 
sense data of a past epoch is. 
however, subordinated to the 
historian's essentially subjec¬ 
tive judgment 
Huizinga's evocation of a 
tangible, visible though incon¬ 
ceivably distant past is part of 
his argument about how and 
why medieval dvflisatian de¬ 
clined. That argument de¬ 
pends on abstract categories: 
lade of harmony, vulgarity, 
rigidity, over-elaboration, for¬ 
malism. Without applying 
these categories, Huizinga 
could not have postulated that 
“crystallising tendency of 
thought which we noticed in 
all aspects of the mentality of 
the declining Middle Ages". 

Haskell observes that Hui¬ 
zinga was leas interested in 
analysing the images painted 
by Flemish artists than in their 
"stylistic incongruities" the 
involuntary signposts to cul¬ 
tural decay. But stylistic incon¬ 
gruity is a matter of taste. 
Huizinga, says Haskell, 
“doubts whether the nation of 
aesthetic quality could have 
had much meaning in 15th- 
century Flanders; but in doing 
this he naturally has to rely on 
his own standards of 
judgment". 

While he did not accord 
great importance to the study 
of iconography, as present-day 
art historians are inclined to 
da he nevertheless saw sym¬ 
bolism as a vita] part of 
medieval civilisation, and its 
degeneration into “a meaning¬ 
less intellectual pastime” as a 
catalyst of decline. 

Huizinga’s critical evalua¬ 
tion of late medieval symbol¬ 
ism has prejudiced the 
perception til that period’s 
chivalric and courtly culture, 
and Christopher Page’s essay 
is primarily concerned to free 
tire music of the period from 
these negative assumptions. 


Drawing on the wealth of 
recent research which has 
deepened our understanding 
of later chivalric orders and 
traditions. Page shows that 
writers on the 15th-century 
chansons have underestimat¬ 
ed their quality and originali¬ 
ty, seeing these polyphonic 
love songs as typical examples 
of Huizinga’s "crystallising 
tendency". Modem academ¬ 
ics, he believes, have assumed, 
with Huizinga, that opulence 
and display are to be equated 
with decadence. Page takes 
them to task for their puritani¬ 
cal attitude to an aristocratic 
culture. 

The mere fact that Hui¬ 
zinga'S legacy is still debated 
by scholars of the stature of 
Haskell and Page is proof of 
the enduring anxiety that our 
culture, too. is in decline. In 
his day, as in our own, the air 
was thick with laments for 
past glories and cynicism 
about contemporary achieve¬ 
ments. Huizinga was not aloof 
from these debates. In 1936 he 
published a tract for the times. 
In the Shadow of Tomorrow, 
which begins: “we are living 
in a demented world." 

H uizinga was post¬ 
humously de¬ 
nounced by the 
other great Dutch 
historian of his day. Pieter 
Geyl, for his “obsession with 
decline and ruin and the 
rancour against his own 
time". George Steiner has 
defended Huizinga against 
Geyl: at least Huizinga, says 
Steiner, “has the courage of his 
pessimistic convictions". 

Huizinga himself denied 
being a pessimist he never 
despaired of the future But he 
was certainly sceptical abort 
the possibility of writing a 
satisfying history about the 
catastrophic events of the 20th 
century. 

In 1941 he wrote an essay, 
“On a change on the form of 
history", which argued that 
there had been a loss of clear 
outlines in recent historical 
events, an absence of the 
dramatic and the picturesque 
scenes which had once given 
historians their cue. He con¬ 
cluded: “The once so flourish¬ 
ing tree on which the fruits of 
history ripened seems to be 
condemned to wither away." 
He left open the possibility 
that a future generation could 
begin again to write history 
books that were not “form¬ 
less". Whether it ever would, 
“we do not know". 

A year after he wrote these 
words, Huizinga was arrested 
by the Nazis and, aged 70, 
incarcerated in a concentra¬ 
tion camp; he was released a 
few months later, but died in 
February 1945 just before the 
liberation. 


Resurrection 
of holy writ 


F rom the fascination of 
Hebrew there is, for 
the modern Euro¬ 
pean, no escaping. What we 
think is what we can say; 
and we think in the way in 
which we can say it Greek 
is the language of the Chris¬ 
tian scriptures,- nor are ear¬ 
lier forms of those 
scriptures in Hebrew more 
than a product of conjec¬ 
ture. What is not a matter of 
conjecture is that, wherever 
and whenever those scrip¬ 
tures originated, the minds 
of those who created them 
were steeped in the contents 
of the Hebrew bible. 

The enquirer who wants 
to trace the history of the 
Hebrew language is con¬ 
fronted with a terrific fact. It 
is the language of a book. 

Angel Saenz-Badillos. the 
Spanish professor who has 
attempted to satisfy such an 
enquirer, divides the history 
of Hebrew into four periods. 
The first is biblical Hebrew, 
in which the sacred scrip¬ 
tures were consolidated 
after the Jews returned in 
the fifth century BC from 
their Babylonian exile. The 
second is rabbinical He¬ 
brew. in which, after the fall 
of Jerusalem in 70 AD, the 
rabbis created an immense 
literature of biblical exposi¬ 
tion and elaboration. The 
third is medieval Hebrew, 
in which the Jewish people 
prolonged through the op¬ 
pression of the Middle Ages 
their traditional belief and 
learning. And the fourth is 
modem Hebrew, the official 
and 

state of IsraeL 
Through all those phases 
Hebrew remains miracu¬ 
lously a single entity, "The 
fundamental unity of He¬ 
brew. both its language and 
its literature", the historian 
is obliged to conclude, “is 

yond doubt" 

Yet it began as just one 
dialect among many of the 
languages of Palestine. 
What mem stamped it and 
singled it out with its out¬ 
standing unity — not to say, 
its eternity? If we are to be 
candid, we have to answer 
two immense catastrophes, 
each of them the capture 
and destruction of Jerusa¬ 
lem. The first was the 
capture and destruction of 
the city by the Babylonians 
in 587 BC and the exile 
which followed. 

The second catastrophe 
was the capture and de¬ 
struction of die rity and die 
temple by Rome in TOAD, 


J. Enoch Powell 


A HISTORY OF 
THE HEBREW 
LANGUAGE 
By Angel Saenz- 
Badillos 

Cambridge University 
Press. £2495' 


which made the possessors 
of the Hebrew Bible a 
people uprooted from their 
homeland. 

“Ten centuries ago the 
Jews of Spain were fully 
aware of this, as demon¬ 
strated by die words of 
some Cordoban scholars: 
' Had we not left our country 
as exiles, we should today 
possess the whole of our 
language as in former 
times.’ The approximately 
8.000 lexical items pre¬ 
served in die books of the 
Bible would not have been 
enough to meet die needs of 
a Jiving language." 

These catastrophes 
arrested the development of 
the language. The exile", 
notes the historian, “marks 
the disappearance of this 
language from everyday life 
and its subsequent use far 
literary and liturgical pur¬ 
poses only." Not even Latin, 
the defunct language of that 
Roman Empire from which 
modern Europe arose, 
presents a parallel 
A glance at any Hebrew 
Bible reveals another cause 
of the stability of biblical 
Hebrew. “Vocalisation sys¬ 
tems and various traditions 
of reading the biblical text 
had been fixed and then 
transmitted orally many 
centuries before it was felt 
necessary to embody it in 
graphic notation." 

The Greeks of Alexandria 
were sped ally fascinated by 
the accentuation of Hebrew; 
and ft is a fair bet that, 
without the influence of the 
Hebrew Bible we would not 
be familiar with that thor¬ 
oughgoing accentuation of 
Greek texts which has be¬ 
come conventional. 

It is unfortunate that this 
book, which takes for grant¬ 
ed a detailed knowledge of 
Hebrew philology, is not 
aimed at the general reader. 
One may be permitted to 
hope thar the theme of the 
Hebrew language and its 
3,000-year history may one 
day be taken up as the 
subject of a book that can be 
appreciated and enjoyed as 
widely as the topic deserves 
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England A 
wait on 
Bicknell’s 
rib injuiy 

From Michael Henderson in Capetown 


THE old order is changing in 
South Africa, but the change 
has been relatively peaceful in 
the Cape, which is traditional¬ 
ly more tolerant than other 
parts of a country where life 
can be horrifically cheap. 

T.S. Eliot, describing The 
Journey of the Magi, the most 
appropriate poem in Christ¬ 
mas week, wrote that this was 
“just the worst time of the year 
for a journey, and such a long 
journey". The poem ends with 
the sages “no longer at ease 
here, in the old dispensation, 
with an alien people clutching 
their gods". . 

Things are not quite like 
that in Cape Town. The latest 
opinion poll in the Western 
Cape gives the National Party 
a slight lead, but it is undeni¬ 
able that, after the elections in 
April, life will never again be 
the same. 

Usually, sport plays a sec¬ 
ondary role, if that in shaping 
society. It is not important in 
the sense that housing, educa¬ 
tion and soda! welfare are, 
and nor should it be. It is 
precisely when sportsmen get 
above their station that sport 
forfeits its reason to exist. 

In this abnormal society, 
though, sport and. more spe¬ 
cifically, cricket, is making an 
unusually important contribu¬ 
tion to soda! integration that 
rugby, the white man's game, 
cannot hope to. But as a 
country changes, day by day. 
cricketers are assisting the 
advance towards normality. 

Cape Town has assodations 
for English cricket-lovers be¬ 
yond the usual boundaries. It 
is 33 years since John Arlott 
persuaded John Kay, at Mid¬ 
dleton, that he knew a Cape 
Coloured good enough to do a 
profesional's job in the Central 
Lancashire League. He then 
wrote to Basil O'Oliveira: 
“Come over now, you may 
never get another chance." 


Within a year, he was 
followed to England by Cec 
Abrahams, whose eldest son. 
John, captained Lancashire 20 
years later. D’Oliveira and 
Abrahams Jr have returned to 
South Africa since its re- 
introduction to world cricket, 
the former “to have a look 
around 1 *, as it were, and 
Abrahams as coach to the 
England Under-17$. 

England A are the ambassa¬ 
dors today when they venture 
into Langa, a township no 
more than five miles from the 
centre of Cape Town, to meet a 
Western Province Invitation 
XI. It is a role, which, as Bob 
Bennett stressed at a British 
Consulate reception on Tues¬ 
day. they take seriously and 
competitively. It is a pity that 
some of the invitations thus 
far have been issued by a 
pretty glad hand. 

After a break for Christmas, 
the proper cricket resumes at 
Newlands on Sunday with the 
third four-day match of the 
tour, against Western Prov¬ 
ince. Hugh Morris, who 
hands over the captaincy to 
Alan Wells today, while he 
rests his swollen knee, intends 
to return for that game. 

Morris took no part in the 
net session yesterday which 
was cut short after an hour | 
before the day-night game 
between Western Province 
and Northern Transvaal. 
Martin Bicknell will play his 
first game for two weeks today 
if he feels his ribs are up to it 

Bicknell, who broke down 
with a rib injuiy in practice 
before the match against East¬ 
ern Province Invitation XI 
eight days ago, is hoping the 
soft tissue injury treated by an 
orthopaedic specialist in Port 
Elizabeth has healed. Bicknell 
will not be risked if Wayne 
Morton, the England A phys¬ 
iotherapist believes there is 
still cause for concern. 


RFU proclaims tough line 


From the Secretary of the 
Rugby Football Union 

Sir. David Miller’s articles 
always make interesting read¬ 
ing and it is stimulating and 
challenging to see one’s sport 
from a different, if alien, 
perspective to one's own. 

So far as the Rugby Football 
Union (RFU) is concerned, the 
sport it controls has pro¬ 
gressed by leaps and bounds. 
England are arguably one of 
the leading rugby playing 
nations in die world and the 
RFU's imaginative youth dev¬ 
elopment programme, held up 
as a role model to other sports, 
has more than compensated 
for the sad decline in the 
playing of team sports in 
many educational establish¬ 
ments - although it firmly 
believes that school is the best 
place in which games should 
be raughL 

With no help from else¬ 
where, the national ground at 
Twickenham is being rebuilt 
and renovated to a very high 
standard to produce one of the 
largest and most majestic 
stadiums in Europe. 

And so where have we gone 
wrong? 

In an intensely physical 
sport in which players knock 
each other down as pan of the 
game, there are bound to be 
occasional acts of indiscipline 


Sports Letters may be sent 
by fax to 071-782 5046. 
They must include 
a daytime telephone number. 


which we would prefer did not 
occur. Accusations of condon¬ 
ing violence cannot be laid at 
the RFU’s door and a firm line 
is invariably taken on disci¬ 
plinary matters. 

The suggestion dial the 
president, fan Beer, and Sir 
Peter Yarranton made ineffec¬ 
tive protests in relation to the 
recent New Zealand tour is 
patently nonsense and would 
not be endorsed by the New 
Zealand team management 
The announcements made by 
the New Zealand RFU since 
the tour bear testimony to that 
and the RFU is pursuing 
urgently with the lawmakers 
ways of preventing any recur¬ 
rence of the incidents which 
occurred- 

A financially successful 
team sport and there are few 
enough of these, will inevita¬ 
bly be subject to pressure ro 
reward players and to cross 
the Rubicon to outright profes¬ 
sionalism, but that would be 
to change the motivation and 
purpose of the °ame and to 
hand over control to those who 
“pay the piper". 

We believe the game is the 
better for being a recreation, a 
diversion for those pursuing 
their careers in other fields 
and nothing we see in profes¬ 
sional sport persuades us that 
it is time to surrender. 

Yours faithfully. 

DUDLEY WOOD. 

Secretary. 

Rugby Football Union. 

Twickenham 
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Wales to Scotland A 

work on turn to 
basic skills Townsend 
in pressure for new 
situations approach 


The unfazvcied Trinkl zigzags his way to success in the men's super-giant slalom in Lech yesterday 

Trinkl turns form upside down 


HANNES Trinkl of Austria, left skiing's 
biggest names trailing as he swept to his 
Bret World Cup win in the men's super¬ 
giant slalom race in Lech yesterday. 

Trinkl among the unfanded racers 
with start No 51. shot down the 1.7km 
Kriegerhorn piste in Imin 4.42sec. 
Another late starter. Werner Ferathoner, 
of Italy, had set the pace with Imin 
05.02sec from 41st position in the order. 
Trinkl nudged him into second place. 

Driving snow and a steady wind eased 
after the first 15 minutes, favouring 
competitors like Trinkl as he attacked the 
30 gates of the 460 metres drop. Kjetfl 
AamodL of Norway, came eighth and 
gained first place in the overall champ¬ 
ionship from die absent Italian show¬ 
man. Alberto Tomba. 

Trinkl’s previous best World Cup 
efforts were third in two downhills last 


season. The Olympic champion. Patrick 
Ordieb. failed to finish. 

In the women’s World Cup supergiant 
slalom in Flachau yesterday, Katja 
Korea 18, a student from Slovenia, cut 
short the premature victory celebrations 
of Bibiana Perez, of Italy, by taking the 
verdict 

Starting 66th out of 86, Korea tri¬ 
umphed in 1mm I5.62sec, pushing Perez 
into second {dace after she appeared to 
have docked an unbeatable Imin 
15.70sec 

Katja Setzmger, of Germany, second 
until Korea's Mistering run, was poshed 
down to third place with a time of Imin 
15.87sec on die 1313-metre Griessenkar 
course with a vertical drop of 480 metres, 
marked with 34 gates. 

The icy course with alternating sun 
and shade became faster as die race went 


on and Korea's team-mate, Alenka 
Dovzan. caused the first surprise as she 
finished fifth from 62nd position in Imin 
16.95sec. behind Moreno Gallizio, of 
Italy, who recorded Imin 1628sec. 

RESULTS: Men's super-giant slalom: 1. H Trrtd (Austral 
Inrwi 04.4238c: 2. WPouhonar (TO 1 05.02; 3. A Asslnoar 
(Austria) 1.05.10; 4. M Wasmaer (Gen 1.0520. & M 
Gkardefc (Lux) 10527; 6. A Skaartal (Noil 105.29: 7. J 
LadOnen (Fte) 10534; 8, K-A Aamodt (Nor) 1:05.36; 9. J 
PoSg (IQ 1:05.40; eud 10. H Kraus (Austria) 105.46 and G 
Mader (Austria) 1:06.46; 12. L Kjus (No) 1:0553; 13. A 
Fatten A) 105.62; 14. J Thoreen (Nor) 1 05 63; 15. T 
Moo (US) 705.66 Id Oveiai (after 12 races) 1. Aamodt 
479pfcr, Z A Tomba (TO 454, 3. Mader 449: 4. T 
Srangasslngar (Austria) 305; S. J Kostr (Sknurta) 285. 
BfMsh:l03. M Bell 10 


Women’ll supergiant slalom: 1.K Koran (StawnaJImm 
15.6250c; 2 B Parez (It) 11570. 3. K Setonqer (Get) 
1:1587; 4. M Gflfiao (TO 11828; 5, A Doran (Skxema) 
1:16.95: 6, P Wtoem (Sw) 1:1726: 7. A Loedomel (Nor) 
1:1727: a M Gorg-Leitner (Geri 1 17.60:9. □ Compagnor* 
(IT) 1:17.64; 10. Midi (Gert 1:17.72; 11, K Gutensoftn (Gal 
1:17.79:12. R Ranoth (Get) 1:1793; 13. U Meier (Austria) 
1.1795:14. C Maer (Set) 1:1796; 15.1 KostnerQt) 1:1893. 

Overafl: 1 . A Wacbter (Austria) 544pte: 2, WfeeraSSO: 3. V 
Schneider (Swttz) 482 4. U Mater (Austria) 399; a D 
CompsTicn (It) 324. 


SPORTS LETTERS 


Credit where 
credit due 

From the Chairman of the 
Welsh Sports Association 
Sir. David Miller's criticism of 
British sport’s administration 
is well taken and, in the most 
part, a correct, if necessarily 
simplistic overview. 

However, the British Sports 
Forum was conceived as an 
attempt to rectify a very dam¬ 
aging situation. It is not the 
complete answer and will 
need revision to overcome the 
difficulties, prejudices and 
jealousies abounding in spoil. 
Instead of dismissing this 
genuine effort out of hand, 
credit should be given to the 
British Olympic Association, 
the Central Council for Physi¬ 
cal Recreation, the Northern 
Ireland Council for Physical 
Recreation, the Scottish Sports 
Association and the Welsh 
Sports Association for sitting 
round a table to rry ro son our 
the problems. 

Only a strong administra¬ 
tion speaking with one voice 
will give our sportsmen and 
women the lead they need and 
deserve. 

Yours faithfully. 

WENDY WILLIAMS, 
Chairman. 

The Welsh Sports Association. 
Sophia Gardens, Cardiff. 

Full picture 

From Mr Mark Holder 

Sir. As a telephone racehorse 
adviser, 1 feel I must comment 
on Julian Muscat’s article 
(December 20). 

Reading Information Data¬ 
base (RID), which monitors 
the profitability of 0801 tipping 
services, is certainly very wel¬ 
comed in the industry by 
myself and other people who 
provide genuine services. 

However, the figures pro¬ 
duced are not always a true 
reflection of the success of an 
individual service. All my 
clients are given an advised 
stake with each bet recom¬ 
mended, this ranges from £20 
to £150. 

The stronger 1 perceive a bet 
to be. the larger the stake I will 
advise. This is unfortunately 
not reflected in the figures 
produced by RID. 

Take for example two recent 
recommended bets of mine. I 
advised Abekmi £25 each way 
(Hereford, December 21) — 
loser and Absalom's Lady 
£150 win (Ascot. December 18) 
— first 13/8. Had clients 
followed my advice they 
would be showing a pre-tax 
profit of £193.75. However, as 


Way forward must be carefully plotted 


From the Chief Executive of 
the Sports Council Trust 
Company 

Sir, There is much in David 
Miller’s analysis of the mal¬ 
aise affecting the administra¬ 
tion of British sport (Decem¬ 
ber 14) with which I 
wholeheartedly agree. The fis¬ 
sion manifested in the endless 
petty conflicts between a be¬ 
wildering range of sporting 
organisation, not least those 
representing different parts of 
what is still a United King¬ 
dom, has impeded progress 
for far too long. 

However, he overstates the 
extent to which the quality of 
the UK’s representation in 
international business has af¬ 
fected our ability to exercise a 
benign influence over recent 
events. We inhabit a world 
where pluralism reigns and in 
which no single nation can. 
other than rarely, prevail 
against trends supported by 
the majority, nowever 
misguidedly. 

Nevertheless, it is worth 
recording chat had it not been 
for the firm stand taken in 
Seoul by Mary Glen Haig, it is 
very probable that evidence of 
Bert Johnson’s doping offenoe 
would have been quietly ig¬ 
nored by the IOC; and the UK 
has remained in the vanguard 

RID place a strict £100 each 
way or El 00 win on every 
selection, its figures show a 
loss of £37-25, 

RID certainly have a role to 
play in the telephone tipping 
industry, but let us remember 
that its figures, while giving a 
very good guide, do not neces¬ 
sarily reveal the hill picture. 

Yours faithfully, 

MARK HOLDER. 

St Brandon’s House. 

20, Great George Street. 
Bristol. 


Time for limit 

From Mr John Caynor 
Sir. The letter from Mr Sholto 
Morton noting that the make¬ 
up of the Oxford and Cam¬ 
bridge rugby football teams 
was largely postgraduate ap¬ 
peared on the same day as the 
crews in the two Oxford trial 
eights were listed. Of the 18 
named, only eight, including 
two coxes, appear to be under¬ 
graduates. is it nor time that 
an upper age limit was consid¬ 
ered? 

Yours faithfully, 

JOHN GAYNER. 

Hengist Gose. 

Horsham. West Sussex. 


of the fight against this form of 
cheating. 

When he turns to providing 
remedies to our problems, 
David Miller again makes a 
number of proposals winch i 
can readily support in 
principle. 

But there are many crucial 
gaps in his prescriptions. For 
example, where — if not from 
the government — would the 
suggested “British Olympic 
ana National Sports Federa¬ 
tion" obtain its necessary 
funds to promote elite sport? 

And — if funded by the 
government — how would the 
BONSF justify and account 
for its expenditure in ways 
consistent with parliamentary 
requirements without gravely 
impairing the independence of 
action which the BOA so 
rightly cherishes? Remember 
Moscow? 

I believe that answers to this 
question can. and should, be 
found and that David Miller’s 
broad approach to the ways of 
administering both elite and 
grass-roots sport is fundamen¬ 
tally sound. 

But the way forward needs 
to be carefully mapped, and 
would. I suspect lead us 
through a terrain not notice¬ 
ably dissimilar to that previ¬ 
ously traversed by Robert 


Atkins in the White Paper 
"Sport and Active Recreation" 

Finally, a minor detail: the 
chairman of the Great Britain 
(not English) Sports Council 
was present in Barcelona not 
as alleged for an idle 48 
hours, fait for all but the last 
four days, and later visited die 
Paralympics in Madrid. The 
director general was also in 
Barcelona throughout They 
witnessed almost every sport 
and held discussions cm rele¬ 
vant issues with IOC mem¬ 
bers, and forged st ron ge r 
links 'with administrators 
from Commonwealth nations. 

There were, however, occa¬ 
sions when private discussion 
between the chairman and 
myself was necessary. You 
may recall a certain incidence 
of positive drug tests affecting 
UK competitors which needed 
some sensitive handling. And 
I am not inclined to apologise 
for taking the opportunity 
these discussions afforded for 
dining with my wife. Such 
snide personal observations 
are, I fear, part of the problem 
with British sport 

Yours faithfully, 

DAVID PICKUP. 

Fburth Floor, 

Walkden House, 

3/10, Melton Street, 

London. NW1. 


Under fire 

From Mr John G Bradbume 

Sir. Racing may have a habit 
of shooting itself in the foot. 

Equally certain is the media's 
determination to ensure that 
hs aim is straight! The head¬ 
line on the racing page of 77ie 
Times of December 17, “Void 
Kelso race leaves officials 
blushing again" followed by 
the Jockey Dub's David Pipe 
describing the officials* action 
thus: "thoroughly irritating is 
putting it mildly", are both 
grossly and palpably unfair. 

Ian Gibson, a caring and 
competent veterinary surgeon. 

saw that on the landing side of 
the fence where poor Clare 
Coast lay. there appeared to be 
little or no room for a large 
field of novice chasers to jump 
this quite narrow fence on toe 
second circuit 

Technically Mr Gibson was 
wrong and technically the 
officials were right to declare 
toe race void. Morally, how¬ 
ever. Mr Gibson was right. 
Can me imagine the amount 
of additional carnage which 
could have taken place had the 
field been encouraged to jump 
a fence which had, in effect, 
dwindled in width to nine 
inches? 


Unfortunately, it was an 
accident or incident waiting to 
happen, and we only have to 
look as far back as last 
season’s Grand National, in 
which I rode. It is absolutely 
disgraceful that David Pipe 
should pillory Gibson publicly 
when quite clearly the funda¬ 
mental fault, as in the Grand 
National, lies at the door of his 
employers, the Jockey Club. 

They have devised rules in 
Ireland which obviate situa¬ 
tions of this nature and it is 
arrant and ignorant nonsense 
to suggest that we cannot do 
toe same here. 

Yours faithfully. 

JOHN G. BRADBURNE 
Cunnoquhie Cottage. 

Letham. by Cupar, Fife. 

Soft-shoe shuffle 

From Mr J Lang 
Sir. Could not foul play and 
injury in rugby football be 
eliminated by making players 
wear hockey boots or gym j 
shoes? It would also reduce 
penalties as it would be harder 
to kick the ball at goal. 

Yours faithfully, 

J. LANG, 

Tey Road, 

AJdham. Colchester 


Wales to 
work on 
basic skills 
in pressure 
situations 

By a Correspondent 

STRADEY Park, Llanelli, will 
be the venue for the Welsh 
Rugby Union (WRU) squad^s 
training session on December 
30, after which the team to 
play Scotland on January 15, 
the opening day of this sea¬ 
son's five nations' champion¬ 
ship, will be selected. 

A squad of 43 players has 
been asked to attend what is 
being termed a practice ses¬ 
sion rather than an out-and- 
om trial, although a “competi¬ 
tive game" will form part of 
the evening. 

Added to the 38 players 
originally named to take part 
in a similar session on Decem¬ 
ber 13 are Steele Lewis, Adam 
Palfrey and Matthew Wintle. 
all centres. Ian Bucket:, a prop 
forward, Glyn Llewellyn, a 
lock, and Phil Thomas, a 
flanker. 

The aim for the session is to 
work on basic skills under 
pressure and to look at perfor¬ 
mance of players in a team 
environment," Alan Davies, 
toe Wales coach, said. “The 
session will allow us to try out 
a number of different combi¬ 
nations of players." 

The general committee of 
the WRU decided there should 
be a trial before the selectors 
sat and Vernon Pugh, the 
chairman, who also sits on the 
national player development 
committee, said toe thinking 
behind it was to help the 
Welsh team management 
“Following toe decision by 
the general committee to stage 
a trial prior to the game 
against Sort!and. it is intended 
to make it a meaningful 
exercise for both, players and 
coaches," Pugh said. 

"The coaches intend to 
structure the game and stop 
play whenever deemed neces¬ 
sary to provide coaching in¬ 
put They will also make 
positional changes, as well as 
alternate players. 

There will be a practice 
session prior to toe game and 
a referee will be appointed 
shortly. The whole session will 
be conducted under flood¬ 
lights. This kind of format was 
used successfully by the Welsh 
management prior to their five 
nations* match against Ire¬ 
land two years ago. 


BACKS: A Clamant (Swansea), M Royer 
(CjrcM). I Evans (Ltrindl). S Ha (Conjtit). □ 
Manley (Pontypridd]. N Walter (Carcifl), W 
Proctor (LkanaC), M Hall (Cerdff), N Davies 
H Woodla n d (Neath). S Lands 

g kJ). A Palray (CanUlf. U Wintle 
N JenMna (Pontyp rid d), A Davies 
A WH te ma (Swansea), R Moon 
R Jones (Swansea). R Howtey 



_ BASKETBALL _ 

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION (NBA): Cleve¬ 
land 112 Iktfi 97, Charlotte 106 Detroit 97; 
New Jersey 85 New YorV 81; La Lakers 109 
Orlando 103, Houston 90 San Mono 88; 
Denver 121 Phoenix 95: Portend 100 
Golden State 38, Seattle 91 Irtefana 88. 

_ BOXING _ 

LONDON: Grosvenor House: WBO 
Penta-Conilnontal vacant tide (12 mds]- 
Gany Ortaney (W«h Ham) fit Ray Abort 

Braffajsnrasass 

John Jo Irate 

(Swjcoo) p& _ 

CRICKET 

BRISBANE: Tour match flour dare). South 

AW^ 335-7 «*«JW J bronTl J5. DJ 
Cuttnan 113 ; M S Kasprowtcz 5-92) and 
224-8 (tec (AC HutfcSilMLO^taS 
183 (S Law 56) and 12 for no wM. 


_ FOOTBALL 

Brater v Plymouth .. 

5 ^” , COMaw ' w T10N: 
Hrsl dMgtorv Postponed: Ipswich v Svum- 

TwsitaYslaie results 

JftgPHYy Second round: 

Dfl«g^ClF:Ckianor-flnSfSiita* 1 

^VIUEOyENDa4 COMBINATION: 
Hrst fflw agn: Chefcea S Quaere Park 
1. Second OMsIon: Bmnghe^a 

yawn, Sundortand 0 CoimEy 3 Second 

DIADORA LEAGUE: Premier rtti rfnf, ■ ■ 
fUSiPJi l 2°'r? s 0 dNteten: Bflhoo’i 
SKVtod 5 Boroham Wood 2 Secant 
dhWort Newtuv 3 Barton 0 . 

LEAGUE Premier * 

WlBftGHT BITTER WELSH CUP- Fnoh 
retted replay: Corwm- a oSl SE 

SafiUE ggPUS, X s * COUNTIES 

SLf dh “ on: > 

NORTH BjN PREMIER LEAGUE- Premnr 

OtfCTmdrfaosposrpf^aj 


By Alan Lorimer 

THE Scotland selectors have 
included nine capped players 
in toe A side to play Ireland A 
at Hughenden on Tuesday, 
retaining ten of the team that 
lost 18-15 to Italy last weekend. 
The significant change is at 
half back, where Gregor 
Townsend is paired with Andy 
NicoL a combination that 
could face Wales in the open- f 
ing round of toe five nations’ w 
championship. 

The choice of Townsend 
rather than Doug WyUie indi¬ 
cates toe selectors' frustration 
at toe tactics employed this 
season in representative 
games. “We are fed up with 
toe ball being kicked into the 
air every time it reaches the 
stand-off." Arthur Hastie, the 
Scotland A team manager, 
said. "Our hope is that 
Townsend can initiate a more 
expansive game." 

Derek Stark, who came on 
as a replacement against Italy, 
retains his place on toe left 
wing. "Stark is playing much £ 
better now and showing much" 
more aggression," Hastie 
said. Significantly, Craig Join¬ 
er. like Stark a former sprint 
champion, is among toe re¬ 
placements, although given 
toe selectors’ desire for pace, 
they might have been better to 
pick him in the acrual team. 

In the forwards, all three of 
the front row are given 
anotherouting. although that 
might not have been the case 
had Paul Burnell been fiL 
Kevin McKenzie takes over 
toe captaincy from WyUie, 
Hastie believing that the Stir¬ 
ling hooker, as well as always 
giving 100 per cent, is suffi¬ 
ciently “vociferous" for the job. 

At lock. Doddie War ha^ 
been restored to the side anc/ 
will partner Shade Munro. 
Hastie described Weir as 
“Scotland's best middle 
jumper" and. with Rob Wain- 
wright. who will now have to 
turn down a place in toe 
Barbarians side against 
Leicester. Peter Walton and 
Munro all adept at the lineout, 
there should be enough 
strength in that area. 

The other important selec¬ 
tion among the forwards is 
that of Iain Morrison, who 
won four caps last season. 
Morrison has played a limited 
amount of rugby this season 
since recovering from a seri¬ 
ous knee injuiy, but dearly the 
selectors, who see die London 
Soot as one of die best open- 
side flankers available to 
them, want to involve him at 
this level as soon as possible. 

SCOTLAND A: K Logan (StMng County); K 
IfflBgan (Stewart's MaWla FPl, S Ntehol 
(SefcrV). I Jartftne fSflning County). O Stark 
(BorDugtTTorJ: G Townsend (Gain), A 
Wool (Dundee High School FP). A Sharp 
(Bnstoi). K McKenzie (Stirling County, 
captain), P Wrtght (BorougtWr), P Wal¬ 
ton (Northarrpton), S Munro (Glasgow 
MgWKeh'insrie). G Weir (MtfiOEaj. I 
Morrison (London Scottish), R WatawrigH 
(Edrtaugh Acadermab). Reptecomontt 
C Joiner (Matiose). R Shephard (Edn- 
burgh Academicals). D Patterson (&*>■ 
tugh Academicals), F Wataca (Pfasgw 

WiSchoQl £p). 

Academicals). 


Jngttte 4 PTMadaipha l: Pflstxagh B Tampa 
Bay 3; Vareaxwer 6 Edmonton 3. _ 

NORDIC SKIING 

TOLBACH. Italy: World Cup cross-country 
event Women's iStaru 1. M Dl Carta (B) 

i. vaetoe zfiOpls: 2 , 
Cenia 210; 3. S Belmondo (ft) 185. Team 
ratoy; 1. Ruresia A 49mm 49sac: i Russa B 
at 24.7SUC. 3. Italy A 35.4; 4. Norway B 1mm 
138»c: 5. Norway A i 468: 6. Finland 
£00 7: 7. Switzerland 2:114; 8, Unfed 
States 2-14.8, 9. France 2 39 9; 10. 
Germany 2-353 

rugby league 

STONES BITTER CHAMPJONSHfffi Ros»- 
pawo: WWnos v Bradford Northern (waW- 
pilch) Second division: 
Postponed: Oewsbury v Doncaster ia 
Battey). Keighley v Barrow (watertogged 
PRChoa). 

RUGBY UNION 

££?„^*IF HES: Newts*** 54 Btw 
14; Poruypidd 29 Glamorgan wander¬ 
ers 3J 


SKIING 


»CE HOCKEY 


NATIONAL league (NHL) rw^ . 
Qtoooo 1. Ottawa 
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Role of Weatherbys under scrutiny 

By RirHAon Ci/. ... . . •/ 
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By Richard Evans 
RACING CORRESPONDENT 

A SIGNIFICANT shake-up in the 
oay-ttxJay admin strati on of British 
racing could see pan or ail of the £4 
million a year workload of Weath¬ 
erbys put out to tender. 

R)r more than two centuries the 
Wellingborough-based family run 
firm has acted as a secretariat or 
ovil service, to the Jockey Dub. and 
more recently the British Horse- 
racing Board (BHB), providing vital 
services ranging from administration 
of race entries and declarations to 
registration of owners’ colours and 
distribution of prize-money 
However, the BHB announced 
yesterday that its finance committee 
was examining “whether aii or part 
of the services currently provided by 


Weatherbys should be put out to 
competitive tender or brought in- 
house." The decision coincides with 
the BHB entering into discussions 
with Weatherbys about a new con¬ 
tract after giving notice of termina¬ 
tion of the current agreement, which 
expires at the end of 1095. 

Weatherbys. which employs 35 at 
the Jockey Club Mid BHB in 
Portman Square and 200 in Welling¬ 
borough. has sometimes been criti¬ 
cised for abusing a monopoly by 
overcharging for ns services. Johnny 
Weatherby. who played an frn, 

tant role in the establishment of_ 

BHB before taking over as chairman, 
of Weatherbys. yesterday welcomed 
the board's statement, saying it 
would give his company the opportu¬ 
nity to show that its services were 
efficient and cost-effective. 


He said Weatherbys charged 8 per 
sroviding 


cent above the cost of providing 
services. “In terms of commericaJ 
return 8 per cent is low. - It is not 
excessive and it is something with 
which the Jockey Club and BHB 
have been satisfied. 

- “One of the criticisms has been that 
Weatherbys is in a monopolistic 
position. We believe we give an 
efficient, cost-effective service but if it 
means some or all of these services 
will be put out to tender, we welcome 
that beet use we believe we can beat 
who played an minor- any opposition. We have no problem 
the establishment of the with what the BHB is suggesting." 

A recent random survey of 1,000 
owners, followed by an invitation to 
visit the company headquarters, 
“showed they were extremely im¬ 
pressed with the service we provide." 
He added: “We are finding out from 


our clients whai is good and bad and 
die feedback from owners was good. 
That is not to say there are not areas 
which cannot be improved, but we 
are working flat out on them." 

Weatherbys has undergone consid¬ 
erable change since Harry Lott 
became managing director of the 
company in. the mid-1970s. Apan 
from introducing considerable 
modernisation, he has done much to 
sweep away its fusty image. 

In practice, it is hard to see who 
would be in a position to bid. far 
many of the services Weatherbys 
provide, although the publications 
produced for the Jockey Club and 
BHB aould be one area. The threat of 
tendering or switching services in- 
house is more likely part of the 
bargaining process aimed ar achiev¬ 
ing value for money. The existing 


contract will be worth £43 million to 
Weatherbys next year. Owners and 
racecourses foot most of the bili- 
Tristram Ricketts, chief executive 
of the BHB. said yesterday: “We are 
committed to ensuring all adminis¬ 
trative services provided to racing 
offer the industry value for money 
and Weatherbys is a critical part of 
that adminstrative effort It would be 
wrong to suggest that there is 
dissatisfaction with Weatherbys. 1 
am sure, like all organisations, 
people can point to areas which can 
be improved. In many ways titty do a 
very difficult job very wdL" 
Depending on the outcome of the 
deliberations by the BHB* finance 
committee and talks with Weath¬ 
erbys. there is a possibility a new 
agreement could come into force by 
the beginning of 1995. 


Hands-on 
approach 
wins healthy 
response 

Gordon Farmer cures equine ills 
by massage and manipulation. 
Richard Evans watches him work 


HUGH RQUTLED6E 



spent 

theai 


:> 


IP 


week before Christ¬ 
mas 33 years ago. Gor¬ 
don Farmer arrived at 
Tilbury docks on a freighter 
having worked his passage 
from China where be had 
it four hard years learning 
te art of acupuncture: 

In those far-off days the idea 
of piercing parts ot the body 
with needles to treat disease or 
relieve pain was anathema to 
most people in the West Ashe 
was quick to discover, the 
taboo and prejudice ended any 
chance of setting up a success¬ 
ful practice for humans in the 
Britain of the early Sixties. 

Instead the former Royal 
Navy submariner turned to 
horses. After alL he had learnt 
the value of acupuncture on 
dogs and horses, as well as 
humans, in Shanghai, and 
during.his childhood in Staf¬ 
fordshire he had spent count¬ 
less boors riding horses 
belonging to nearby gypsies. 

Today, Fanner, along with 
Mary Bromiley, is one of the 
most respected “back men" in 
racing. Permanently in de¬ 
mand from trainers all over 
the country, he sets out from 
his Northamptonshire home 
at 5am most mornings to visit 
Laraboum, Mai ton or New¬ 
market, where he treats on 
average a dozen horses a day. 

“You will have to excuse me, 

I have just had an urgent call 
from Tim Thomson Jones* 
yard." he said as we met in 
Upper Lamboum. “Come and 
have a look." 

The horse trotted in from of 
, a row of boxes and appeared to 
‘ be lame. “He's a bit wild-eyed, 
so he* got a bit of pain 
somewhere." Fanner said be¬ 
fore starting to work between 
the horses ears to locate the 
source of the trouble. Fifteen 
minutes and a considerable 
amount of massage and ma¬ 
nipulation later, the chaser 
appeared relaxed and sound. 

Then it was back to Berkeley 
House stables, run by Jackie 
and John Porter, which Farm¬ 
er uses as his Upper 
Lamboum base. 

“I use the best of both 


worlds — traditional far east¬ 
ern arts and the western 
world* high-tech machinery," 
Fanner explained. “The whole 
thing for years has been 
working totally drug free. If 1 
can make your recuperative 
system work a little better — 
even if it is only five per ant 
better—you can start to feel a 
little healthier." 

Fanner, aged 60. rarely uses 
needles on horses nowadays, 
preferring massage or laser. 
As he began to work, on Lordy 
Bey. a successful point-to- 
pointer. he gently massaged 
calming and hypnotic points 
around one of the home* eyes, 
and slowly the animal relaxed 
and lowered his head. 

The next step was to trace 
toe source of the 13-year-old 
horse* pain and problems. As 
always, he began by manipu¬ 
lating vertebrae between the 
animal’s ears. “When I apply 
pressure between the first and 
second _ cervical vertebrae 
there, if he has got a problem 
anywhere in the body - at the 
bade end or down a leg — he 
will tell me. Then \ have to 
break that pressure." 

- Each of the horse’s 25 main 
nerve points help him to trade 
down pain, soreness or other 
injuries which prevent the 
animal from performing to its 
best. As he massaged a nerve 
point on LOFdy Boy* shoulder, 
he located pain in a hoof. 


Fi 


aimer then massaged 
under one of the horse* 
forearms. “That will 
flood the whole leg with lym¬ 
phatic fluids — white blood 
cells — and any toxins get 
broken up and moved around 
the body. 

“We are making the body* 
own system work naturally 
again by removing the block¬ 
ages, the poisons, which create 
pain. It is important to exercise 
the horse afterwards." 

After 30 minutes work. 
Lordy Boy was taken to a 
water treadmill — very differ¬ 
ent to an equine swimming 
pool, much favoured by many 
trainers. “I am dead against 


Ludlow 

Going: soft 

1240 (3n hdlej T. Kbrnraku Mna (A 
Maguire. 6-5 te*). 2 Cawarra Boy {66-1). 3. 
Tate tie BudsUn ;6-D 17 ran. HR Ntf- 
vana Prince 121 . iw D NichottonTo«: 
E21& £1.30. 03.70. Cl 10 OF: £39.40 
CSF: £77 28. 

1.10 (2m 51110*0 htile) 1. For Hewer)* 
Sate (M Hainan. 132): 2. Ys No) My 
Faye (4-1 law), 3. ProwrtK G*1114-1). 4. 
Mbs Equita (13-2). 16 ran. NR Legal Wte. 
Mafcax Solera Lad, TesefckureAwn K. 
41 6 Piaace Tote CB.OO. Cl 80. Cl 10, 
£3£0. Cl 70. OF- £11 40. Trio: £226 00 
CSF: £3153 Tncsst £298 10. Legal Win 
(14*1) was deemed not (0 haw staled 
rate 4 apples to on bate, deduct Sp m 
pound. Noted 

1.40 Cm 4t chj 1. Weft Briefed (B Pawl. 
100-30); 2 New Haten (9-2). 3. LTtamo Pra 
{5*4 lav). 5 ran. 101. 51. R BucMer Tote: 


Test negative 

A DOPE test on Jodami after 
his third to Party Politics in 
the Rehearsal Chase at Chep¬ 
stow on December 4 was 
negative, the Jockey Club 
announced yesterday. 


a SO. £1.60. £160 OF; £810. CSF: 
210.40 

2.10 Em Ch) 1, San Lorenzo (N WBiam- 
2 , AerTsModel lady (»IJ: 3. 
Ster Of The Glen (11-8 favl 4 ran 30.1H 
K BaHey Tots. £330. DF- E7-30 CSF 
01.69 




CM Bray 9-2 taw. 16 ran. NR 
T jht. Smon Joseph 1«. J B Ec*fey. 
jofe. £800- El£Q. C260. ££40. £1® »■ 
DF. S41 30. Tfto; £141.70. CSF' £5370. 
Treasfc E547 34. 

3.10 (3m eh) 1 , Jofiy Jaunt (PWsnt 20-1); 
% Master Joteon ( 11-8 few). 3. ffs «w 
Troe (2S-i). 13 ran. NR. Lucsyan low. 
PettyBndQB. 3KL 20- M vwwreon Tore; 
£46.70; ££S 0 , £1 50 , es.iO OF. £131.30 
Trio. £315.20. CSF £4362. TncasL 


3.40 (am) 1. Auto PBof (S FOX. 6-4 lav), a. 
Big strand (7-2). 3. Even Blue (14-1). 17 
ran. NR: Lae WoH. 2%L 2J4L Mrs J 
Rartfra^BBrons. Tote: £2.00; £ 200 . £250. 
0.20. DF. E10 «. CSF- CB.75. 

Jeckpot not won (pool of £30,077.20 
canted forward to Ksmpton Parti on 
Monday, Deoamber 27). 

PJaeepot C13&40. 

Southwell 

Going: Heavy (chase course), standard 
(hurdtesi 

1230 tan At rate) 1 . Lsterta (K Jones, fr¬ 
it; 2 Mites Own HM lav). 3. Crooted 
Dealer n5-2). 10 ran twjjU Wtete- 
Tote: £9.40; £2.60. El .30. £3 6ODFT4.90. 
Tno: E33 50. CSF- £10.04. Tneast £83 03. 
130 (2m hdteJ 1. Saymt fftona Ctey.S-1): 
2 Bcttw iteWey 10-IV. 3. Baflenre Rose CB- 
ii Spray Ot Orcfwfc 4-t fev 17 ran M* 
□ornate. *1, Dil W Ctey Tote- £1040; 
£330. £3.80. £330 DF £4210. CSF: 
£80.80. 

130 (3m iiOyd eft) y Out** Money tC 
Qst 11 - 11 ; 2. Ban The Bornber(3&-i) 
Only dm 3 Bntsfied Oeependabte 54 tav. 6 
ran DisL M Hamrrwnd. To®. £10.10: 
£240. SS20. OF- £25.50. CSF; £156.41. 
220 (2m 41 110yd ert 1. BaHc Brawn 
(Gary Lyons. 3-11: 2.HwgiO(l4 -1 );3, 

£220. £140. £2-60 DF: CB50. CSF 
{L19-5B 

230 (2m Wte) 1 . MajaJ (P MMntey. 15g: 
2 Cafcn Chase (4-7 fav); a& OJbteT he 
Saras (13-r ' 

30(M5rjtt#B> 1 . Rate Rtoa (V_Sjattety. 
CSF. £44 99. Tncaer £227 86 Aire* a 

aeiranteerfluter.iteree^eBwd. 

Sswvs 

£320- DF: £530 CSF: £6-05. 

Placspot mrt.80. 

□ Rain threatens Hunting¬ 
don* Boxing day fixture. “If 
there is any further rain we 
will inspect on Sunday." Hugo 
Bevan. the clerk of the course, 
said yesterday. 




Fanner begins to manipulate the vertebrae between Lordy Boy's ears to locate the cause of his problems 


A horse* bad: is 
inverted- If yew 
see a horse swim its head is 
thrown bade, which is also 
unnatural. Swimming curves 
the spine and puts pressure on 
every nerve in the body. 

“In a water treadmill, hors¬ 
es walk through the water and 
uses every muscle to do that 
There is no inverted spine, no 
throwing back of the head." 

As Lordy Boy finished the 
morning with a vibrating pad 
on his back which provided 
massage and helped to open 
lymph ducts and so remove 


toxins. Farmer had another 
happy customer. “I don't al¬ 
ways succeed. I do have fail¬ 
ures. but in most yards I have 
a big success rate." 

He remembers with particu¬ 
lar joy the transformation in 
tile fortunes of Bean King, 
who could hardly walk due to 
layers of toxins joining up 
vertebrae in the horse* bad:. 

Vets from afl over the world 
had failed to find out what was 
wrong with the grey, then 
trained by Robert Armstrong. 

After Fknner had located 
and cured the problem. Bean 


King won two more races on 
the Flat, and two over hurdles 
for Nicky Henderson. “He had 
been cat the list to be put down; 
in fact 1 had contretemps with 
a local vet about it." . 

The relationship between 
alternative therapists and vets 
is akin to that between doctors 
and osteopaths; better than it 
was but still open to friction. 

"There is still a divide, but it 
is not only there; it also exists 
between alternative therapists. 
I have had the misfortune to 
come across one gentleman 
who comes over to Britain on 


Newbury stages climax to 
Times Rising Stars series 


Bv Brian BfiEL 

THE second season of The 
Times Rising Stars hunter 
chase series will get under¬ 
way on February 10 with 
eight qualifying races lead¬ 
ing to a £ 10,000 final. 
Launched last year to forge a 
doser link between point-to- 
pointing and hunter chasing, 
the series has a revised pro¬ 
gramme in 1994, with new 
venues for three of the quali¬ 
fiers — Wincantoo, Hereford 
and Huntingdon. The venue 
for the final has also been 
changed to Newbury on 
March 25. 

If a horse that previously 
had not won a race other than 
a point-to-point captures both 
a qualifier and the final, it 
will no longer be excluded 
from running in novice 
chases under a proposed 
amendment to. the Rides of 
raring, expected to be ap¬ 
proved shortly by the Jockey 
Club- 

The definition of a novice is. 
being changed to include a 
horse which has not won 
more than two races that fall 
within the categories of maid¬ 
en and novice chases and. if 
otherwise qualified, hunter 
to horses 






RISING 

STARS 

-efi^ble to run in point-to- 
points- 

In the coming season there 
is an additional incentive for 
owners to graduate their. 
poinHo-poinlers to hunter 
chases in that once the horse 
has made a racecourse ap¬ 
pearance. VAT may be recov¬ 
ered on .the cost of its-keep. 

This can be backdated for 
up to six months prior to the 
date of ffie race, if the horse 
was purchased after March 
16 1993, that may also be 
recoverable on SO per cent of 
the capital cost. 

The Times Rising Stare 
series carries prize-money to¬ 
talling £30.000 and the 


Newbury final remains one 
of the three most valuable 
hunter chases in Britain. 

To recognise' the part 
played by the grass roots 
supporters of the sport, entry 
fees will be refunded by The 
Times for horses trained and 
ridden by their owner or an 
immediate family member, a 
husband, wife, son or 
daughter. 

Additionally, a bonus prize 
has been introduced for the 
owneirtralner accumulating 
the most points throughout 
the series. 

Race conditions will be as 
for 1993. open to six, seven 
and eight-year-olds that are 
-eligible to compete in point- 

tO-pOTrltS. 

To ensure the quality of the 
field, entrants will be re¬ 
quired to have finished in the 
first three in any point-to- 
point A spread of 171b be¬ 
tween non-winners on the 
racecourse and winners of 
three or more races should 
again guarantee competitive 
events. 

THE TIMES RISING STARS 1994 
SERIES: February 10. Wlncanlon; 
Fab 14, Hertford; Feb 22. Hunting¬ 
don, Manor 1, Nottingham; March 4. 
Katso; March 9, Bangor; 15 March 
15, Sedgtoid r March 18, bngfeld; 
Final: March 25, Newbuiy. 


behalf of one of the shaikhs 
once or twice a year. Every 
single horse he does l have to 
put right, and he wont let me 
see what he does. 

“1 am happy for any alterna¬ 
tive therapist to come and 
spend time watching me in an 
effort to bring a uniformity 
into our job for the betterment 
of the horses." 

Time is short and Farmer is 
due at another yard. “I love to 
see die reaction of horses and 
people. 1 think I have the best 
of both worlds. Nobody could 
really have a better job." 

Brooks plays 
down King 
George report 

CHARLIE Brooks yesterdi 
dismissed a report that Blai 
Humour might miss the King 
George VI Tripleprint Chase 
at Kemp ton on Monday. Al¬ 
though some of his string are 
under a cloud. Brooks, who is 
based in Lamboum, stressed 
that Blade Humour was not 
one of them. 

“Tell me one yard in the 
country where a horse is not 
wrong at the moment and 111 
give you £50," Brooks said. “I 
would think every stable with 
a runner in the King George 
has some sort of problem. But 
Black Humour is dear and the 

g m is to run. I am perfectly 
ppy with him.” 

Brooks blamed the mSd 
weather for the spread of the 
virus. “It has been quite mild 
over the last two months, 
allowing the bugs to spread 
through the air.“be said. “The 
virus travels in water droplets 
and in mfld -weather they 
spread more viral problems. A 
hard frost every morning 
would kill them." 

He is under no illusion 
about the task facing Blade 
Humour, who but for a bad 
mistake would have finished 
doser titan third in the 
Hennessy last time. “But there 
will be plenty of pace and the 
ground will be soft, which 
should help us," he said. 




Signing of 
Tuigamala 
a seasonal 
treat for 
Wigan fans 

By Christopher Irvine 

WIGAN rugfry league dub is 
expected to confirm the sign¬ 
ing of the New Zealand rugby 
union wing. Va’aiga 
Tuigamala. 24. at the match 
against St Helens at Central 
Park on Sunday. 

The Stones Bitter champi¬ 
ons have been chasing the All 
Blade since the start of the 
New Zealand lour of Britain 
in October. He is expected to 
switch codes and accept 
four-year-deaL 
Jack Robinson, the Wigan 
chairman, confirmed dial an 
announcement on an over¬ 
seas signing would be made 
at the game, bat refused to 
name the {flayer. 

Western Reds, the ambi¬ 
tious Perth dub. yesterday 
announced that John Dever- 
eux toe Whines and Great 
Britain threequaxter, would 
join them in 1995. their inau¬ 
gural season. 

Gordon Alien, the chief 
executive of the dub. said that 
Devereux had signed a letter 
of intent to play with the dub. 
“He hasn’t signed a contract 
yet, but we hope to finalise the 
details when I go to England 
in March," Allen said. Dever¬ 
eux played for Manly- 
Warringah last season, when 
the Sydney ride readied the 
Australian semi-finals. 

St Helens are likely to name 
Eric Hughes, the former 
Widnes and Great Britain 
centre, as the sixth dub coach 
in 20 years today following 
the resignation last week of 
Mike McLennan, the New 
Zealander, for family reasons. 

Hughes, 41, who is toe 
leading candidate for foe job, 
has been in charge of the 
dub's youth team since the 
summer and had previously 
coached Widnes and Roch¬ 
dale Hornets. 

He is seen as the man to 
proride experience at St Hel¬ 
ens. but will not begin selec¬ 
tion duties until next week. 

One of the more welcome 
innovations this season has 
been the opening of the two 
knock-out competitions to am¬ 
ateur dubs and the chance it 
supposedly offers them to nib 
shoulders with the game’s 
elite. However, the 16 amateur 
survivors in the Silk Cut 
Challenge Cup were yester¬ 
day automatically drawn 
away to professional second- 
division opposition in the 
third round on January 16. 

THUD HOUND: Cartstev Astern; Ketafttey 
Ctegara v Oi4lon; Hintot v Barrow Isfana: 
London QfUBKlara v Shaw Cro» or Thatto 
Hash; RochcJale Harriots v Mltan. Don¬ 
caster v Mfigan Sr Pfflrtcks. Rysdafe-Yark v 
i Miners; Bramtey v Redte; Hudders- 
V Woctetorr; Wcrtewton Town v 
Bwert 9f. Dmabuy m Heosteghara: BaHey 
v Dewsbury Cetoc or Hewonn. Barrow v 
East UedK HpMSefcf v SetltSewonn Raro- 
ers;VAiitetewanvWastHt4);SwiraonvMarTi 
Homed. Tien » be preyed an the weekend 
ot January IB 


Marshall’s 
victories 
propel 
Wizards 
to top spot 

By Coun McQuillan 

PETER Marshall* return to 
the leadership of Leekes Wiz¬ 
ards this week has taken the 
Cardiff squad to the top of the 
national squash league, but it 
needed a countback to games 
won to give them their mar¬ 
ginal pole position at the half¬ 
way stage of the season. 

With the top-ranked players 
of four nations in their line-up, 
the Wizards perhaps should 
be romping ahead. However, 
tournament calls and overseas 
duties have so depleted them 
through the first half of the 
season that special dispensa¬ 
tion was required to resched¬ 
ule three matches, and vital 
points were lost when Germa¬ 
ny* Hansi Wiens was beaten 
at first string by young Mark 
Chaloner, oflCLrPMD Herts, 
while Marshall was in Zurich 
for the super series playoffs. 

Wins this week over Simon 
Parke, of WF Village Man- 
hester, and Tony Hands, of 
Rackets Club, brought Mar¬ 
shall’s account to four victories 
over England* third to sixth- 
ranked players, and played a 
big part in keeping his side on 
top of -the table, tied on 21 
points with Manchester 
Northern. 

Wiens, the world No 10, lost 
to the Rackets second string. 
Paul Johnson, as well as to 
Chaloner, this year, dropping 
points and games that may 
well prove essential at the end 
of the full league season. 

Johnson, 21, ranked elev¬ 
enth in England, has lost only 
to Craig van der Wath. the 
South African second string at 
Manchester Northern, and 
has beaten Chaloner. Marie 
Cairns and Wiens on a rising 
curve of league performance. 

Michael Harris, ranked 
23rd in England, has risen 
from fifth siring to third for 
Denplan Winchester on a 
string of victories over Jon 
Perry, Dave Clarke. Adrian 
JasJri and Chris Tomlinson to 
help his side to an unexpected 
dominating position in divi¬ 
sion one soutir 
Promotion prospects in divi¬ 
sion one north have swung 
even more firmly in favour of 
the Patrick West Warwick¬ 
shire squad that, is heavy 
with obvious but unfulfilled 
potential. Led by Danny 
Meddings and including Rob¬ 
ert Owen and Darren Brad¬ 
bury, the West Warwickshire 
squad has a ninepomt lead 
over Mitsubishi Potters Bar. 

When they fielded their 
eighth-ranked player, Steven 
Townsend, at Nottingham, he 
beat the former national 
champion, Gawain Briars, at 
fifth string. 


Tables, page 30 
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(cm) Conditions Rons to 

(5pm) 

Last 

L U Piste OH/p resort 

*C 

snow 


AUSTRIA 

Ktebuhel 

Wayfhofen 

Oberguipl 

SI Anton 

FRANCE 

Avow 


27 57 


teir 

f. good sfemg) 

0 27 h» heavy dosed cloud 

(Pistes hard paefcea and fcjr wrtfi colder woaifter) 
45 70 fair varied fair fine 

(Good skiing to be tound in aP areas) 

30 180 fair varied far ctoud 

(Improved conditions, some powder available) 


fine -6 22/12 


3 18/12 
-6 21/12 
-3 22/12 


80 


40 


100 good powder good 

(Povrier skiing m the trees) 

130 good varied fair 

{Fresh snow ovenv^H) 

10 30 icy crust worn sun 

lGood skBng available on most t jpperruns) 

95 200 good powder good snow 

(Fresh sne*/ has transformed pistes) 

20 90 fair powder poor snow 

(Snow faiSnp aS day witti imprworoent in condrtians) 
80 260 good vailed (ait snow 

(Heavy overnight snowiaB giving good piste skong) 

SWITZERLAND 


snow -5 22/12 


Chamonix 

IsoJa 

LaPfagne 

Megdve 

flgnes 


snow 2 22/12 
-2 14/12 


-6 22/12 
-2 22/12 


-9 22/12 


C Montana 

Mdrren 

Verbier 

Wfengen 

Zermatt 


30 100 

(Powdecon 


powder good snow 
base giving good sfcwig) 


-3 22/12 


15 50 worn uariBd worn snow -2 22/12 

(broiled skiing from open Bits) 

15 150 good powder good ctoud -1 22/12 

(Vast improvement m conditions) 

5 20 fair varied closed ctoud 1 16H2 

(Untied sfortg with orfy one WJ open) 

20 160 icy crust dosed talr -2 17/12 

(Good sfcwi g at aWuds in aB areas) 


Source: Ski CU> of Great Britain. L - lower slopes; U - upper, art - artificial. 


Answers from page 40 
BROTHER LEAD 

(b) The contents of sbo< and sbeD, from Siegfried Sassoon's first 
world war poem: "To these I torn/ In these 1 trust./ Brother 
Lead and Sister SteeL” 

LUDDITE 

|b) The name given to the matbinHneaking rioters in the 
manufacturing districts of Nottinghamshire, Lancashire. 
Cheshire and Yorkshire, in the years 1811 to 1816. The textile 
workers blamed the new machinery for their on employment 
and distress. They were called Luddites after their legendary 
leader, Ned Lndd. 

DAND1PRAT 

to A small coin issued in the reign of Henry VII, value three 
■“ enee-TIietermisalsoapptieatoadwarfandapngeandto 
leefted little fellow, modi as we are said to speak of “a tittle 
twopennyha’peniiy fellow". This is szdsm. Tafl people suffer 
more; from bumping (heir heads and outer natural 
disadvantages. Sfanyhorst calls Cupid a dandiprat in his 
translation of Virgil* Aeneid book 1 (1583. 

DENIER 

to A French coin, the twelfth of the son; originally like foe 
Roman denarius and English penny, of silver, but from foe 16th 
century a small copper coin. Hence (especially in negative 
phrases} used as tire type of a very small sum. Uonnatefy from 
foe Latin denarius. 

SOLUTION TO WINNING CHESS MOVE 
1... Rxd7 wins. If 2 Rxd7 Qgl+ 
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Mud flies over drug-testing fiasco 



Wigg leads in the final of the long track world championship before a routine drug test cast a cloud over his win. Photographs: Alan Whale 


A ndrew Longmore on 
how a British speedway 
cha mpion was wrongly 
a ccused in a case that is 
of international concern 


T he case of a British 
world champion speed¬ 
way rider who was 
wrongly accused of failing a 
drug test has prompted re¬ 
newed concern about the effici¬ 
ency ol drug-testing 
procedures at the highest lev¬ 
els of international sport It 
will also increase the embar¬ 
rassment of the German drug 
control authorities, who are 
involved in a lengthy and 
damaging dispute with the 
! former world women's sprint 
champion. Katrin Krabbe. 
over allegations of drug- 
taking. 

Simon Wigg, the Bucking¬ 
ham-based rider, was routine¬ 
ly tested after he had won his 
fourth long track world title at 
MOhldorf, in Germany, on 
September IS. A month later, 
the respected drug control 
institute in Cologne, under 
whose auspices the tests had 
been carried out reported that 
Wigg’s sample had contained 
an unacceptably high level of 
the stimulant caffeine. Wigg 
heard of the analysis on Octo¬ 
ber 15 and news was quickly 
leaked to the German press, 
which duly reported that Wigg 
had failed a drug test 
The third-placed rider. Mar¬ 
cel Gerhard, of Switzerland, 
was tested positive for caffeine, 
but not the second man. Karl 
Maier, of Germany. Wigg*s 
greatest rival, who would have 
become world champion had 
Wigg been banned. 

The report of the analysis, 
sent to the ^deration 
Internationale Motocycliste 
(FLMl, the sport's governing 
body, and the Auto Cycle 
Union (ACU) in England, was 
signed by Professor Manfred 
Donike. head of the Koln 
Institute, a member of the 
medical commission of the 
Internationa] Olympic Com¬ 
mittee (IOC) and one of the 
IOC’s most experienced and 
expert anti-drug campaigners. 

Professor Donike’S report 
(No 1382) was passed on to 
Gordon Hadfield, chief medi¬ 
cal officer of the ACU. who 
became concerned both by the 
identification procedures for 
the testing and by the calcula¬ 
tion of the caffeine level made 
by the institute. 

In the first case, it was found 
that the sample given by Wigg, 
a former England speedway 
captain, had been axled 
wrongly — his axle was 1 
when it should have been 5 — 
and his name had been 
scratched on the sample in an 
elementary breach of IOC 
testing regulations. Second, 
the amount of caffeine found 
was actually below the limit of 
12 micrograms per millilitre 
set by the IOC but had been 
multiplied by a factor of 


almost three to just over 30 
micrograms, well above the 
limit, in order, Donike said, to 
take account of the weakness 
of the urine sample. The figure 
astonished Hadfield. 

"Had a rider had that 
amount of caffeine in his body 
he would not have been able to 
stand up let alone ride a 
motorbike.’' he said. 

Further consultations with 
the Drug Control and Teach¬ 
ing Centre supported by the 
Sports Council at King’s Coll¬ 
ege. London, and with similar 
institutions in Australia and 
Canada confirmed the view 
that there was no precedent for 
the adjustment made by Pro¬ 
fessor Donike, nor had any 
regulation been laid down by 
the IOC to allow for such an 
estimate. 

A facsimile sent to the 
secretary general of the FIM 
by Professor Donike on Nov¬ 
ember 26 brushed aside the 
criticisms of the original re¬ 
port, saying that there was “no 
doubt" about the identity of 
Wigg’s sample nor about the 
need to adjust the figures. 

“I cannot comment on the 
results of individual cases," 
Professor Donike said this 
week. “It is up to the discretion 
of the medical commission to 
deal with the case.” But, he 


added, where some results are 
open to a “reasonable scientific 
interpretation", laboratories 
should take that option. 

The FIM dearly did not 
agree with the institute and. 
on December 8, issued a press 
statement dropping all 
charges against both Wigg 
and Gerhard. “The identifica¬ 


tion of the samples gives rise to 
doubt for both riders and. in 
tiie case of Mr Wigg, the 
method of testing used by the 
laboratory is not in accordance 
with the FIM medical code 
nor, apparently, with the IOC 
prescriptions." it said. 

At a time when the drug 
control authorities are under 


increasing pressure from the 
law, this latest fiasco wQl do 
little to encourage confidence 
of athletes in the accuracy or 
justice of the present methods. 
Nor will it help die delicate 
balance of relations between 
different drug-control bodies, 
who are already struggling to 
standardise their procedures. 
In this instance, the highly 
influential Koln Institute 
seems to have made up its own 
rules. 

“We need clear-cut guide¬ 
lines so that everyone knows 
what tiie rules are. At the 
moment we have no formal 
forum for deciding on calcula¬ 
tions and adjustments. Differ¬ 
ent countries operate different 
methods and that only under¬ 
mines the confidence of tiie 
athletes themselves." Michele 
Verroken. of the Sports Coun¬ 
cil, said. 

“There seems to have been 
an elementary breach of proce¬ 
dure in this case and I'd like to 
feel confident that it would not 
have happened in this 
country,". 

The ACU was concerned 
about the implications for 
other athletes. “We had to do 
something about this. No one 
else took it up.” Doug 
Bamfieid. chief executive of 
the ACU. said. “In other 


countries, with less experi¬ 
ence. that rider could have 
been finished." 

Wigg, who last season rode 
for Coventry Bees in the 
British Speedway League, ac¬ 
cepted his world champion’s 
award at a dinner in Paris last 
weekend after a distinguished 
career which has seen him win 
the British speedway champ- 
ionship twice, in 1988 and 1989. 
and the British grass trade 
championship six times. The 
evening should have marked 
victory in a personal battle for 
Wigg. 33. who came dose to 
being paralysed when he 
broke his neck in an accident 
in Italy three years ago. In¬ 
stead. he has been left tatter 
and disillusioned about the 
whole affair. He has lost some 
credibility with his sponsors, 
many of whom are German- 
based. and had his reputation 
questioned when, according to 
IOC rules, he did not Ml his 
drug test in the first place - 

“For the past three years I’ve 
been building my career back 
up ready to win a world title. 
Everything you do in the sport 
is aimed at vanning the world 
championship. Then someone 
starts playing stupid games 
and upsets tie whole thing. I 
am bitter about it It leaves me 
feeling very flat" 



Wigg, bitter over events following his victory 


League rejects plea 
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Eden given chance 

TABLE TENNIS: Andrew Eden, 20, from Lancashire^! 
make his England debut following the announrement 
yesterday of his inclusion for the squads for th e 
Commonwealth championships in Hyderabad, India, from 
January 22 to 29 (Richard Eaton writes). ... . 

The England men, defending the team fide, include Alan 
Cooke. Eden, Chris Oldfield and Matthew Syed. Lisa 
Lomas, the European silver-medal winner, joins Andrea 
Holt and Alison Gordon in the women's teanL Lomas s 
sister, Jackie Bellinger, coaches England for the first tune. 

Eubank claim denied 


BOXING: Chris Eubank will have to wait to meet Nigel 
Benn, according to Beno’s promoter, Frank Warren, who 
denied Eubanks claim that the third bout between the 
world super-middleweight champions would go ahead at 
Wembley Stadium on June 4. Instead, Warren said, Benn 
had his eyes set on a unification contest with Michael Nunn, 
of United States, next summer. Benn and Nunn will share 
the limelight in a world title double-header at Earls Court on 
February 26, Benn defending against Henry Wharton and 
Nunn tackling his fellow American. Steve little. 

Wales ring changes 

BOWLS: Wales, who last won the British women's indoor 
team title in 1988, yesterday announced their side to contest 
this winter's series at Blackpool from March 22 to 24. They 
have made five changes from last year’s side. Wendy Morris 
of Swansea. Anne Pike, of Merthyr TydfiL and Rhiannon 
Webb, of Pembrokeshire, will make their first appearances, 
while the Cardiff pair of Marilyn Greenslade and Pam John 
have been recalled. Like the England team, announced last 
week, die team is tantalisingly listed in alphabetical order, 
presumably to keep their opponents guessing. 
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Appeal for leniency 

RUGBY UNION: Gloucester have appealed against the 60- 
day suspension handed out to their prop. Peter Jones, who 
was sent off for stamping during the league match against 
Northampton in November. Earlier tills month, the 
Gloucestershire RFU doubled Jones’s mandatory 30-day 
suspension. Barrie Corless. the Gloucester director of rugby, 
said yesterday that tiie dub has appealed against the severity 
of the sentence. “We have the backing of Northampton on 
this because they say the original sending off was. In their 
view, severe:" 

Atherstone at home 


RUGBY UNION: Atherstone, who conceded their first 
points of this season's Pflkmgton Shield at Wellingborough 
Old Grammarians in the fifth round, have been draw at 
home to Keswick in the last 16. Kidderminster Carolians, 
semi-finalists last season, are at home to Colne and Nelson 
and Hucdecote Old Boys, who reached the last eight in 1991, 
meet either Dartmouth or Barton Hill Old Boys. 

DRAW North: Alharstone v Keswick; Edwardian v St Abans: Kjddenrmslef Caravans v 
Cokw and Ncfson. Matam v Wbsey. South; Botapston v OM Hamptonians. 
Dartmouth a Bartan HS 06 fto ptay on January 0) v Hucdecote OB; LougrtonvOW 
caerhantots: Old Pubfc Oaks v Woking. Matches lo be played m January 22. 
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Drug procedure protest 


PETER Gordon, Britain’s 
No 2 discus thrower, is ap¬ 
pealing against a four-year 
ban imposed by the British 
Athletic Federation (BAF) for 
an infringement of drug-con¬ 
trol regulations. 

The hearing before an inde¬ 
pendent chairman, a repre¬ 
sentative of the BAF and a 
representative of Gordon's 
own nonhem area, will take 
place early new year. Cather¬ 
ine Bond. Gordon's solicitor, 
said yesterday that there were 
mitigating circumstances why 
Gordon, the inter-counties 
and northern title-holder, was 
unable to provide a full urine 
sample of 70ml at the United 
Kingdon championships at 
Crystal Palace in June. 

Gordon. 42. a former Met¬ 
ropolitan policeman, provided 
only a small specimen because 


By John Good body 

he was suffering from skin 
cancer of the genitals. He was 
unable to wait to give a foil 
sample as he had to return to 
his security business in 
Newcastle. 

Bond said: “Peter said to the 
sampling officer that he could 
follow him up to Newcastle 
and take the specimen there." 
However, the officer declined 
and the Sports Council, which 
carries out the testing for the 
BAF. would not accept the 
urine sample he gave to a local 
doctor within 48 hours of the 
competition. 

Gordon, who denied ever 
taking performance-enhanc¬ 
ing drugs, said in July that he 
had been competing for 20 
years and had always been 
available for tests. "They have 
always been negative. This 
time, pressure was building 


up at work and I had to get 
back." Although Gordon said 
that he understood that analy¬ 
sis of his partial sample did 
not show the presence of any 
illicit substances, he was sub¬ 
sequently banned from com¬ 
petition for four years, the 
standard suspension of the 
BAF and the Internationa] 
Amateur Athletic Federation. 

If the appeal is turned down 
by the BAF. Gordon could 
take his case to the IAAF 
arbitration panel. 

Three other present British 
athletes are under suspension 
for contravening drugs regu¬ 
lations. They are: Jason Liv¬ 
ingston. the sprinter sent 
home from the 1992 Olympic 
Games, Neal Brunning, a 
shot/discus thrower, and Rob¬ 
ert Hamilton Jones, a middle 
distance runner. 


Shades of grey 


BLACK and White is the sub¬ 
title of John Moynihan'S care¬ 
ful study of the self-made 
former Liverpool. Hamburg 
and England footballer in 
Kevin Keegan (Willow. 
£14.99). Like most people, 
however, Keegan is shades of 
grey, even when playing for or 
managing Newcastle United. 

Moynihan. at his best as an 
essayist, appropriately deals 
with Keegan’s suitability and 
appetite for the post of Eng¬ 
land manager. The shades of 
grey emerge and with them 
some doubts. 

"Keegan is the man in the 
street's choice," Don Howe 
says to the author. "Now that 
Brian Gough has retired. 
Keegan will be the man they 
want." Perhaps. He has not 
proved anything yet — five 
months in the FA Carling 
Premiership — and as a 
national sporting figurehead. 


he rides an uncertain charis¬ 
matic line midway between 
Kinnock and Livingstone. 
Hardly everyone’s choice. 

Derek Pa vis, who played 
some golf with Keegan while 
he was living in lax exile In 
Spain, asserts that Keegan 
accepted a chance "back in the 
dodgy profession” only to 
open a doorway to succeeding 
Bobby Robson and Graham 
Taylor, whose jobs he fancied. 
Yet Moynihan quotes Keegan, 
significantly, as saying: “I’m 
not scared of failure, but I 
would sooner not do it than 
fail." We have seen Keegan 
uncomfortable in failure be¬ 
fore; and Moynihan relates 
the embarrassment caused to 
the Football Association by 
Keegan’s unsolicited com¬ 
ments on Argentina and 
Northern Ireland at times of 
national crisis. 

We know that Keegan, so 


in black and white view 


buoyant in personality and 
ambition, would drive his men 
towards victory. Could he 
handle the national defeats? 

Brian Glanviffe has seen ten 
of the 14 World Cup competi¬ 
tions and is uniquely qualified 
to brief us before the finals 
next summer with his revised 
The Story of the Worid Cup 


v BQokSFCm 

'GHftfSlMAS 


(Faber and Faber. £9.99). 
Glanville observes history, 
like Gibbon, rather than feels 
it. like A. J. P. Taylor. With not 
a word wasted nor a fact 
missed, he gives a concise yet 
lucid picture of the beautiful 
game; some of it. as he says of 
Germany and Argentina in 
1990. “sad and crude". 

For those who loved Joe 


Mercer, and there were many. 
Garry James’s posthumous 
Football with a Smile (ACL 
and Polar, £15.95). a biogra¬ 
phy of the player and manager 
remembered so affectionately 
at Everton, Arsenal and 
Manchester City, is a welcome 
indulgence. If James is at 
times overrun by sentimental 
exaggeration, he is also enter¬ 
tainingly informative, with re¬ 
vealing accounts of Mercer’s 
relationships, not least with 
Malcolm Allison. 

"Your father’s got 20 years’ 
start" Mercer said to Matt 
Busby* son. Sandy. listening 
to praise of Manchester Uni¬ 
ted at a celebration banquet 
“but I’ll pass him in three 
years.” And he and bacchana¬ 
lian Big Mai briefly did so. 

Sadly for both of them. 
Allison never forgot Unde 
Joe's words when they took 
over — “In two years, it's 


yours" — Allison having been 
rescued by the older man from 
unemployment Allison ulti¬ 
mately forced Mercer to keep 
his word and soon it was 
again nobody’s, other than 
Peter Swales’s. 

Frank Keating’s The Great 
Number Tens (Partridge. 
£16.99) bridges the gulf be¬ 
tween the brute mechanics 
and the realms of rugby 
artistry that can defy descrip¬ 
tion. Keating has long recog¬ 
nised the literary mileage in 
romance — he would no more 
metaphorically poke a finger 
in someone’s eye than bowl his 
young son middle stump, first 
ball on their Herefordshire 
lawn — and his lyricisms on 
Cliff Morgan. Richard 
Sharpe. Barry John and the 
rest make the world seem 
reassuring after all. 

David M ille r 
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White and 
Rocastle 
swapped in 
£1.5m deal 


By Keith Pike 


TWO England football inter¬ 
nationals whose careers had 
stagnated were yesterday giv¬ 
en the chance to revive then- 
fortunes after an unexpected 
trans-Pennine transfer. David 
White, the Manchester City 
striker, and David Rocastle, 
the Leeds United midfield 
player, swapped dubs, with 
both players valued in the 
region of £1.5 million. 

Hie deal was not conduded 
in time for White to make his 
Leeds debut in their Premier¬ 
ship match against Newcastle 
United at St James' Park last 
night, and with the partner¬ 
ship of Brian Deane and Rod 
Wallace having developed into 
one of the most productive in 
the country. he might have to 
wait a while for his chance. 

Rocastle’s immediate pros¬ 
pects look brighter. His oppor¬ 
tunities at EUand Road were 
limited after his £2 million 
transfer from Arsenal in Au¬ 
gust 1992, but with City in 
such poor form he could step 
straight into the side for their 
match against Aston Villa at 
ViDa Park on Monday. 

Both players are 26. and 
Brian Horton, the City man¬ 
ager who had initiated the 
deal, believes the change of 
clubs will benefit them. 
"Rocastle is obviously a quali¬ 
ty player who needs regular 
first-team football to kick start 
his career again," Horton 
said. "The same could be said 
for David White, who feels be 
will benefit from a change of 
dub." 

White, who was bom in 
Manchester and joined, the 
dub from school, made his 
debut in die 1986-87 season, 
when City were relegated to 
the former second division, 
but developed into one of the 
most exciting young wingers 
in the country, adding Eng¬ 
land B and under-21 honours 
to his youth caps. 

Switched to partner Niali 
Quinn in a central striker’s 
role by Peter Reid, he was 
City’s leading goalscorer in 
the last two seasons. He won 
his only lull England cap in 
September last year, against 
Spain in Santander, but 
missed an early chance and 


seemed overcome by nerves. 
This season he has scored 
three goals in 20 appearances 
for City, who have won only 
one of their last 11 matches. 

Rocastle, bom in Lewisham, 
also joined Arsenal from 
school and quickly established 
himself as a regular member 
of the team, winning a League 
Cup winner’s medal in 1987. 
An ever-present member of 
the side that won the champ¬ 
ionship in 1989. he was re¬ 
warded with the first of 14 
England caps against Den¬ 
mark in June of that year. 

Joining Leeds three months 
after they had won the champ¬ 
ionship, he started only 11 
league matches last season as 
the team finished seventeenth, 
and had to wait until October 
17 for his first full appearance 
this season, when Gordon 
Stradian was injured. ' 

Rocastle then played in six 
matches, in which Leeds were 
unbeaten, but was publicly 
critical of Howard Wilkinson, 
the Leeds manager, when he 
was dropped at the end of last 
month. 

"This is a fantastic move for 
me.” Rocastle said. "I have 
been out of the limelight for 18 
months and it has been frus¬ 
trating. but I don’t t hink I let 
anybody down in the games I 
played for Leeds. Hopefully, 
people wall now see how good 
a player I really am." 

Brett AngeD. who has joined 
Birmingham City from South- 
end United, could make bis 
debut against his former dub 
on New Yearis day. A tribunal 
will decide next Wednesday 
what fee Birmingham must 
pay for the striker, 25. who 
was on a weekly contract at 
Roots Hall. 

Barry Fty, who was asking 
£15 million for Angdl before 
he left Southend to manage 
Birmingham earlier this 
month, is believed to have 
offered only £300,000. 

West Ham United have 
paid Yeovil Town, the GM 
Vauxhall Conference dub, 
£30,000 for their 19-year-old 
forward, Malcolm McPher¬ 
son. 

Blow for Oldham, page 38 



Kevin Keegan in reflective mood in 
training yesterday, the prospect of 
Keegan becoming temporary manager 
of England in the new year unproved 
when Sir John HaR the Newcastle 
United chairman, said he might be 
prepared to release him on a part-time 
baas. 

Sir John had previously said he 
would make strenuous efforts to 
prevent Keegan being lured from St 
James’ Park, where he recently signed 
an extended three-year contract as 


manager. Yesterday, though, he said 
that while Newcastle remarried his 
priority, "at the same time J have to be 
a chairman who is responsible Cor the 
England team and I am not against 
helping out if at all possible 

"Kevin cannot be released on a full- 
time basis, but I am not against 
hdping England if they come up with 
any other formula." 

The statement appeared to catch 
both Keegan and the Football Associ¬ 
ation unawares. "This has come as a 


surprise to me,” Keegan said. “I don’t 
even know what the chairman has 
said, and until I talk to him I don’t 
want to discuss it I have spent the last 
four weeks trying to get away from 
this. I thought ] had put it all behind 
me." 

Graham Kelly, the FA chief execu¬ 
tive,' said tite subcommittee that will 
appoint Graham Taylor’s successor 
will consider Sir John’s offer when it 
next meets early in the new year. 

Photograph; Ted Drtchburn 


Fond farewell for football’s man of learning 



Milne: passion for game 


TURKEY is preparing to bid 
farewell to a 56-year-old Pres¬ 
ton man known to tens of 
thousands of ecstatic follow¬ 
ers as Gordon “Hodja”, a 
title usually reserved for 
teachers or religious masters. 
In England, be was better 
known as Gordon Milne, a 
midfield player for the Liver¬ 
pool side that dominated 
British football in the 1960s. 

After years of managing 
Besiktas, the Istanbul team, 
Milne sets off for Nagoya in 
Japan, a place where follow¬ 
ers will have even less suc¬ 
cess in pronouncing his 
name. There, he wfll be 
reunited with Gary Lineker. 


Andrew Finkel reports 
on Gordon Milne, who 
is moving to pastures 
new after winning over 
supporters in Turkey 


whom be coached as a young 
player at Leicester. Lineker is 
the leading light of the 
Toyota-financed Grampus & 
Japan’s ability to throw 
money at its problems con¬ 
trasts with the football Milne 
found on arrival in Turkey. 
It was a chance conversation 
with Bobby Robson in 1986 


which led him to leave the 
next day for Istanbul and to 
sign up one day later with 
Besiktas — a team that 
lacked even a grass practice 
pitch, let alone decent 
showers. 

Poor conditions were not 
the only aspect Milne bad to 
get used to. He tells the story 
of his first away game, when 
a fluffy white ram was led on 
to the Geld with a ribbon tied 
to his neck. The team's mas¬ 
cot, he thought, until some¬ 
body came out to cut the 
animal’s throat — a sacrifice 
to the new season." My igno¬ 
rance; really,” he said. “You 
are the foreigner, you are the 


one who has to _ 

Besiktas, too, had to (earn 
new ways. At first Milne was 
castigated for being an Eng¬ 
lish disciplinarian whose 
team played an all too pre- 
dictabtc game. Then he 
began to win. 12 different cup 
titles in all. A fourth league 
championship eluded 
Besiktas when they lost on 
goal difference. 

At one stage there were 
10,000 people watching the 
team practise, almost as 
many as would attend a 
Saturday match at Coventry 
City, where Milne was man¬ 
ager for ten years. It was this 
passion for the gaww that 


made the “distant” English¬ 
man remain for 6b years, 
longer than any foreign 
coach in Turkey. 

In a Turkish league in¬ 
creasingly dominated by lav¬ 
ish transfer fees and foreign 
stars, Milne won by nurtur¬ 
ing tiie talent of what was 
essentially a semi-amateur 
side. He saw conditions for 
players radically improve. 

Not knowing the language 
proved more of an advan¬ 
tage, particularly when it 
allowed him to ignore a local 
press not above fabricating 
sensation. "I know it’s just 
going to make me angry,” 
Milne said. 
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No 46 


ACROSS 

I Division of Switzerland (6) 

4 Franz —, 1914 Austrian em¬ 
peror (5) 

8 Small diagram witiun a 
larger (5) 

9 Arehangef. fought dragon 
(7) 

10 Woebegone (71 

II Twist, tweak (4) 

12 Vapour (3) 

14 Synthetic yam (5) 

15 Ornamental American tree, 
swordlike leaves |5) 

18 Band performance p) 

20 Sporting trophies (4) 

22 Muggers (7) 

24 Herbert —. fashionable 60s 
philosopher (7) 

25 Robust (5) 


26 Component of palisade (5) 

27 Chocolatwxneied pastry (6) 
DOWN 

1 Transparent fabric (7) 

2 Breathing orifice (7) 

3 Leaving office (8) 

4 Bowls target ball (4) 

5 Keen (5) 

6 Serious criminal (5) 

7 In rhe midst of (5) 

13 Standing for an associated 
idea (8) 

16 London Pensioners’home 
17) 

17 Tester of gold purify (7) 

19 To welcome (5) 

20 Masque by Milton (5) 

21 Hooded Eskimo coat (5) 

23 Stratagem (4) 
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SOLUTION TO NO 45 

ACROSS: 1 Second wind S Filling 9 Piece 10 Arne II Eagle 
eye 13 Salvo 14 On air 16 Georgian 17 Used 20 Avert 
21 Dragnet 22 Palm Sunday 

DOWN: I Sofia 2 Colonel Bogey 3 Nail 4 Wigwam 5 Napo¬ 
leon 6 General Synod 7 Veneer 12 Golgotha 13 Signal 
15 Random 18DiOy 19 Baku 
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By Raymond Keene 

Today’s position is from the 
game Plaskett - Wand, Has¬ 
tings Challengers 1989/90. 
Can you see how Black wins 
immediately? 

This year’s Hastings Pre¬ 
mier takes place at the 
Cinque Ports Hotel in Has¬ 
tings from 29th December to 

6th January. Spectators are 
very welcome. For further 

MM 

mm a 

details ring 0424 445348. 

Solution, page 37 




By Phifip Howard 


BROTHER LEAD 
a. A monastic choir master 
b- Contents of shot and shell 
c. Bridge play to suit one’s 
partner 

LUDDITE 

a. High explosive 

b. A 19th-centuiy rioter 

c. A Wesleyan schismatic 



DANDIPRAT 

a. An American cent 

b. A limerick brass farthing 

c. A three-halfpenny piece 
DENIER 

a. An Arabian currency unit 

b. A Roman penny 

c. An Anglo-Gallic penny 

Answers on page 37 


RACING 37 

HANDS-ON 
APPROACH WINS 
HEALTHY RESPONSI 


Wessels’s 
refusal 
to walk 
sparks 
hostility 

By Our Sports Staff 


Operation 
leads to 
absence of 
Agassi in 
Melbourne 


KEPLER Wessels. the South 
Africa captain, clashed with 
Allan Border, his Australian 
counterpart, for refusing to 
walk during the tour match 
against Queensland in Bris¬ 
bane yesterday. The confron¬ 
tation between the captains 
came four days before they 
meet again in the first Test of 
the three-match series, in Mel¬ 
bourne. where the pitch is 
reported still to be below 
standard. 

Wessels stood his ground 
after loud appeals for a catch 
by the wicketkeeper. Ian Hea- 
ly. off Border’s bowling. 
Wessels said that Border and 
Healy, who joined the ap¬ 
peals, were naive to expect 
him to walk. 

“It is a bit of a joke those 
puys querying my not walk¬ 
ing,” Wessels, who played for 
both Queensland and Austra¬ 
lia in the 1980s, said. "I played 
here for eight years and 1 
know Australians don’t walk.” 

The incident occurred when 
Wessels tried to cut a wide 
delivery from Borders left- 
arm spin, prompting an ap¬ 
peal. Border and Healy were 
unhappy about Wessels"s re¬ 
fusal to budge. 

The South Africans batted 
unevenly as they built on their 
first-innings lead of 152. They 
scored 224 for eight before 
Wessels declared midway 
through tite final session. 
Queensland, requiring 377 to 
win, were 12 without loss at 
the dose. 

Down at Melbourne Cricket 
Ground, the venue of Sun¬ 
day’s Test, there are large 
bare patches in the outfield. 
Tony Ware, the ground cura¬ 
tor, admitted yesterday the 
MCG was not up to its usual 
Test match standard. 

Groundstaff have tried to 
repair areas that were cut and 
worn after several rock con¬ 
certs featuring Madonna and 
U2 were staged at the stadi¬ 
um. The state of the ground 
was widely criticised when the 
triangular one-day series 
began earlier this month. 

“The ground is not up to the 
standard of past Boxing Day 
Tests, but there has been a 100 
per cent improvement in the 
last fortnight,” Ware said. 

The large areas of sand 
made the bowlers’ run-ups 
difficult in the earlier one-day 
game between South Africa 
and Australia. 

England A prepare, page 36 


By Our Sports Staff 

ANDRE Agassi, the 1992 
Wimbledon tennis champion, 
will miss the opening grand 
slam tournament of 1994, the 
Australian Open, after under¬ 
going surgery on Monday to 
correct tendinitis in his right 
wrist 

The operation ended 
organisers’ hopes of his long- 
awaited debut at the tourna¬ 
ment which starts on January 
17 in Melbourne. Last year he 
was unable to appear because 
of tonsillitis. 

Agassi. 23. said yesterday 
that be decided to have the 
operation because t|f 
tendinitis, which had not re¬ 
sponded to cortisone injee- 
tions recently, “caused 
handicaps mentally and ano- 
tionafiy. as well as hurting my 
game". The operation was 
carried out in Santa Barbara, 
California, by Dr Richard 
Scheinberg. who performed 
similar surgery cm Jimmy 
Connors's wrist three years 


The absence of the flamboy¬ 
ant Agassi, who is not expect¬ 
ed to return to competition for 
at least a month, wfll di minish 

the appeal of the tournament 
"irs very sad for the Austra¬ 
lian public, who were looking 
forward to seeing him hoe 
for the first time;” Jim R 
tiie tournament general d 
ager. said. "But we weren’t 
sure how many rounds be 
would have got throi 
because of the state of hk 
fitness in recent months." 

Graeme Hannan, a spokes¬ 
man for the Inte rnational 
Management Group (IMG), 
which represents Apmsi said: 
"He will not look at a tennis 
racket for another three or 
four weeks and it mil proba¬ 
bly be March before he is 
playing competitively agai 
Richard Krajicek, of Hol¬ 
land, ranked No 15 in the 
world, will be another absen¬ 
tee in Melbourne, became of 
a knee injury. Fete Sampras, 
Michael Stick Jim Conner, 
Sergi Bruguera and Stefan 
Edberg, the top five in the 
world, have confirmed tbw 
participation. . 

Agassi will also miss the 
Rio Challenge in Adelaide 
before the Australian Open 
and the organisers will try to 
recruit Sampras or Sticb to ED 
the vacancy. The'Rio event 
has four of the world's top 
seven players competing in 
Edberg, Goran Ivanisevic, 
Courier and Bruguera. 
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DIESEL’S NO 
LONGER 
A DIRTY WORD 
WHEN YOU 
ADD THE 
LETTERS BMW 


It took five years for BMW to 
develop a diesel engine refined 
enough to carry its badge. As a 
result, emission levels are well 
below the strictest regulations in 
Europe 

Nor will you hear any of those 
nasty diesel knocking sounds - 
least of aJJ from the mouths of the 
motoring press. 

What is more, you can get 
clean away for as little as £18,950. 


* 



THE ULTIMATE DRIVING MACHINE 

For further information 
Freephone 0800 325600. 
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